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TO THE RBADBR. 



BEFORE you commence the perusal of this work^ permit 
the translator to say a few words by way of apology for offering 
7011 the Biography of a man, whose name has probably never 
reached your ear. You doubtless know, that Germany ranks 
among the most enlightened countries of Europe in the different 
branches of Iiterature5 and that it has produced great men in aU 
most every art and science. But from the limited intercourse 
between the two countries and the difference in language it is im- 
possible, you should be acquainted with the wonderful effect, the 
life of Stilling produced on its appearance not only in his own 
country but through the greater part of the continent of Europe. 
It was the means, during a season of the grossest infidelity, of 
turning many from darkness to the light of the gospel, and I 
trust it may produce the same happy effects in this country. 
Should I be too sanguine in my expectations, should I be disap* 
pointed in my hopes, yet if God sees fit to make it the means of 
saving one soul, I shall feel, I have not labored in vain. — 

I remember well the sensation, which the publication of the 
two first books of Stiliing^s life created among the reading pub- 
lic in the days of my youth — for the different books of this work 
were published at long intervals — and though nearly fifty years 
have elapsed since that period, it is still read with the same 
interest by the friends of Evangelical religion, and new editions 
of it are published from time to time'. 

Should my hopes be realized, and I have the unspeakable 
happiness of being the humble instrument in the hand of my God 
and Savior of leading many souls by this means to the knowledge 
of him, whom to know aright, is life eternal, I shall consider 
the time and labor spent in this translation as the most pleas- 
ing and profitable of my life. 

The Translator. 
Gettysburg, Oct. 1st 1831. 
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CHAPTER I. 

IN one of the most mountainous parts of Westphalia is a par- 
ish, from whose hills the eye enjoys an extensive prospect over a 
district of country, subdivided into a number of small Lordships 
and Principalities. The parish village is called Florendorf, but its 
inhabitants, though farmers in the strictest sense of the word,, a- 
verse to bearing the simple name of villager, have claimed an as- 
cendance, from time immemorial, over the peasants of the ham- 
lets in their neighborhood ; and the latter havie accused the form- 
er of pride, in substituting the title of Florenburg for the more 
humble appellation of Florendorf. Be this as it may, Floren- 
burg enjoys the privilege of having a corporation ; whose presi- 
dent in the days of my* childhood was Mr. loannes Henricus 
Sculctetus. The rude and the ignorant used to call him Mr. 
Hannes, when not seated in the chair of office, stately 
Burghers honoured him with the title of Mr. Shulde. 

At the distance of three miles in a south-easterly direction 
from this borough, is the hamlet of Tiefenbach, whose cottages are 
scattered along the banks of a brook, which, increased by rivu- 
lets from adjacent vallies to the North and South, gradually swells 
into a narrow, but deep river, rolling its ti'ibutary waters, in a 
westerly direction, towards the Rhine. From the Giller, the 
highest mountain to the east of Tiefenbach, whose steep sides and 
summit present to the eye an uninterrupted forest of birchwood, 

A 
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the prospect extends over the valleyy dellghtAilly diversMed 
by fields, houses, cottages and meadows, bounded by other 
higli mountains, whose brows and sides are covered with 
forests of birch and oak, here and there interrupted by a narrow 
cowpatb, or a winding wood-road. . The most northerly of 
these mountains, the Greisenberg, towering to the clouds in the 
shape of a sugar-loaf, bears on its summit the ruins of an an- 
cient castle, and overhangs the cottage^ which pertained to the 
parents and forefathers of Stilling. 

Eberhard Stilling^ a venerable man, by occupation a farmer 
and collier, inhabited tiiis cottage about sixty years ago. During; 
the summer season he was engaged in burning coal in the moun- 
tain forests. He usually returned home on Saturdays, to look 
after his domestic affairs, and to suj^ly himself with provisions 
for the ensuing week; and on Sunday he accompanied his family 
to church at Florenburg, where he was a member of the vest- 
ry. Such was his mode of living. He was blessed with six 
children, two sons and four daughtera. 

One day, as Eberhard was coming down the mountain, on 
his way homeward, viewing the setting sun, as a suitable emblemi 
of his advanced period in life, and was whistling on a leaf the 
tune of ati evening hymn, his neiglibor Stabler, who had been 
walking faster than Stilling, no doubt unmindful of the setting 
sun, overtook him and commenced the following conversation : 

<*6ood evening, Ebert !'* 

"Good evening, neighbor Stabler !'t (continuing to whistle.) 

*^l( the weather keeps fair, our wooO, we will cut and pre- 
pare and I think we'll be able to finish our pit in about three 
weeks/' 

"T'is possible." 

"I can do no longer, as I used to, neighbor ! I am already 
sixty-eight years of age, and you cant be far from seventy ?'' 

"True enough ! Look neighbor ! the sun is setting behind 
yonder mountain! The goodness & the love of God, which he has 
manifested towards me, fill my heart with joy and gladness. I 
was just contemplating that subject ; t'ia evening with us too, 
neighbor Stabler ! the shadoTiv of death, rise daily upon us, they 
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wHl cover us, before we are aware, i cannot but render thanks 
te divine Providence, for that preservaliony protection, and long: 
auflferingy which I have experienced all the days of my fife/' 

«That is very possible/' 

<<And I am now waiting withoat fear for that important mo- 
nent, when I shall be delivered from this heavy, old and e^iff ten- 
ement of clay, and shall be enabled to converse, durjng an 
everlasting Sabbath, with the spirits of ray forefathers, and other 
holy men. There I shall meet Luther, Oecolampadius, Me- 
lancthon, Calvin, Bucenis and many others, of whom our depart- 
ed minister Winterberg used to say, that they had been the 
most pious men since the Apostolic age.'' 

<<May be ! — ^But tell me Ebert, did you ever see and know all 
those men, whoin you mentioned ?'' 

^^fiow you talk» Stabler, those men died more than two. 
hundred years ago.'' 

f«Is it possible ! !" 

^Now all my children are grown up, they have learnt to read 
and write, they are able to make their own living, and won't 
miss me and my Margaret." 

**Not miss you? did you say I yes, yes, how easily may child- 
ren depart from the course of duty, and by man*ying into some 
poor family, bring disgrace upon their relatives, when parents 
are no longer able to superintend them !" 

^<I fear none of these things. God be praised, that my super- 
intendence is no longer necessary. By my instruction and ex- 
ample I have implanted such an abhorrence for vice within my 
children, that I need not be afraid !" 

Stabler replied with a loud laugh, <<Ebert! you place great 
confidence in your children, however I think, you'll put your 
whistle in your pocket, when I shall have told you all I know." 

Stilling stopt short, at tliese words, turned about, and lean- 
ing upon his ax-handle, asked him with a smile : <<What do you 
know, Stabler, that would wound my feelings so very much ?" 

<<Have you heard, neighbor Stilling, that your William, the 
achoolmaster, is about marrying?*' 

<<No, I've heard nettling of it, " 
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^^benlllidlywttilurtlieiiieaiisteiMnylfe dis- 

posed minister's daughter, and they are already engaged/' 

^<It is not true, that they are engaged/' i'e|ilied he, as lie 
turned from Stabler, and continued his way homeward; <<biitit*s 
possible, he wishes to marry her T' 

^^Is possible? Ebert, will you give your consent 2 Will yon 
permit your son to marry a girl so wretchedly poor, as Morit^s 
daughters are ?'' 

<*Tbe children of the honest man never have begged their 
bread, and suppose, they had, what of that 2*^But, which daof^* 
ter is it, Moritz has two, you know V 

^Dorothy/' 

<<With Dorothy I am willing to spend the remmnder of my 
life. — ^I shall never forget — how once of a Sundiqr afteraoon, she 
came to my house, brought her father's compliments to me and 
Margaret, and sat down in silence. I plainly saw, she stood in 
need of something, but her modesty and bashfalnesfi prevented 
her from disclosing her wishes, and when I asked her, she mere- 
ly sighed deeply I gave her four rixdoUars, with these 
words : <<I'I1 lend you this money, till you can convenienfly re* 
turn it'* 

<<You might as well have given her the money as a present 
at once, for she could never return it" 

<«That was my intention, but if I had said so, I would have 
wounded her feelings. <<0h ! said she, dearest, best father Stil- 
ling/' and while she spoke^ a gush of tears flowed over her 
checks, <^when I see, how my poor old father endeavours to 
chew his crust of stale bread, and is unable to do it, my very heart 
bleeds within me*" Margaret immediately fetchM a pot of sweet 
milk for him, and since that time she sends him milk several times 
tiirough the week." 

**And you will allow William to marry that girl 2" 

<<With all my heart, if it is his wish. Young and healAy 
people can make their living, and rich folks may loose, what they 
have." 

<<You said before, you knew nothing of the matter^ and yet 
you seem to know, that they are not yet engaged 2" 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^kMflirflMilrteauMWiUini ^m mmdfy uMk me, ete he 
takei fluch astep." 

<<What2 He. ask yoai No! If yott expect tbaU ymi may 
wait till doon^day.^ 

<<Stahleri Iknowmy WiUian. I hme always tdd my diiUn 
wm, that they might marry as rich or as poor as tliey! C4iuld or 
would, and to look in the choice of their wives or biisbanda only 
da* piety and industry. My Margaret was poor too» and the estate 
was very much involved^ yet God has hlessed me, and I can give 
«acfa of my children one hundred guilders in cash/^ 

**I cannot be so indifferent about these matters, as you are# 
neighbor! I must know, what I am ahout, and my cfafldren 
shall marry as I please*'' 

<^ very one cuts the garanent according to his doth/' replied 
StBIiDgy just as he entered his house. 

Margaret Stilling had already ordered her daughters to bed. 
She had placed a piece of pancake in an earthen dish over the hot 
embers, for her husbands supper. A bowl of niilk was ready for 
him on the kitehenbench, and she began to feel uneasy, about hie 
nnusnal delay. Just then the door-latch was raised and father 
Stilling entered. She took the bag from his shoulders, laid 
the cloth, and brought his supper. <<Dear me/' said Margaret^ 
^William is'nt here yet. I fear, he has met with some accident. 
Are there any wolves in the neigbborhoodi" Where should • 
wolves come from," answered the father, with a laugh; for such 
was his custom, he often laughed loud, when he was quite 
alone. 

Soon alter, the schoolmaster William Stilling entered. Hav- 
ing inquired after the health of bis parents, he seated himsell 
on a bench, supporting his head with his hand in a deep reverie^ 
flCnd for some time did not open his lips. At length the motlier be- 
gan : '^William, I was afraid^ you had met with some misfortune, 
you stayed so late.'' William replied : <^0 mother, there is no 
dangel*. Father often observes that a man who follows his 
lawful calling, has nothing to fear." While he spoke, his fbce 
ehanged colour severd times, and it was evident, something 
pressed heavily on his heart Alter a pause he at length stam- 
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merodout : At LtchfluHMn Utoi an old d^oaed mintetory I would 
wish, to ^larry bis youngest daughter. If you my parents hare no 
objection, there will be no other difficulty/' « William,'? answer- 
ed the father, ^^you are 23 years old, I have given you learain^^ 
and you have made very good proficiency in it; but you are 
lame, and therefore cannot help yourself as well as others in the 
world, the girl is poor, and not used to hard labour, how will 
you make a living V^ The sclioolmaster replied, : ^<I think, I can 
maintain myself by my trade, and for the rest, I trust to Provi- 
dence, believing, that that God, who feeds the birds of the air^ 
will likewise provide for me and my Dorothy. <<What do you say^ 
Margaret?" asked the old man. — ^^^Ah^ what shall I say, was her 
answer," do you remember, what I told you in the days of our. 
courtship ? — Let us take William and his wife into our house, he 
may follow his trade here. . Dorothy will help me and my daugh- 
ters, as much as she can; she is young, and may yet learn a great 
deal. They shall board with us, he will give us his earnings^ 
and we will provide for both, families; and then matters will be 
arranged pretty well, in my opinion. — If you think so, answered 
the father, he may bring his Dorothy hither.— -William ! Willi- 
am! think of what you ai*e doing, it is no trifling business. May 
the God of your fathers bless you and your girl ! WiUiam'seyeei 
were bathed in tears, he pressed the hands of his father and moth- 
er, promising them industry and obedience. — Stilling, having 
mng h'lH oven in g liyinn^ bolted the dour with tbc woudcn Uolt^ 
while Mar^(?avet looked after the cows, if all were well, after 
that both rt^iired* 

Williani had also gone up to his chamber, the only wtiiilow 
of which was stiU open. He walked to iU looking over ib^ ni^l 
]y landscapcp Everything was then in deep silence, i/^ 
ful iiightitigales excepted, which wci-e alternately Vi^ 
TtidacUous notes to the mitlnif^ht air. Their dpJ 
miTKled William of prayer, lie sujik upQW^ 
said he, **I LI I auk thee, for the preciout' 
that 1 may always be their joy and fi] 
hui'densoine to them! 1 give thanki9 
with the gitlt of a virlnous wife! O 
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tion of bis heart became too powerful for utterance, he burst into a 
flood of tears, and prayed in groanings, which are only inteHigi- 
bk to Him who seeth the heart. 

Never did any body sleep sounder than the schoolmaster did 
that niglit His joy however waked him in the morning earlier 
than usual. He left his bed, went out into the forest, and there re- 
newed ail the good resolutions, which he ever had formed. At f 
o*clock he returned to the house, to take breakfast with his parents 
and sistera. Afterwards father Stilling shaved himself, whose ex- 
ample the son followed; the mother in the meantime consulted 
with her daughters, which of them must stay at home, and 
who might go to church; this being arranged, those who were to 
go, dressed for the occasion. When all were ready, the family 
moved in procession from the cottage; the daughters formed 
the van, William followed, and father Stilling brought up the rear, 
supported by his stout haw-thorn cane. Whenever Stilling went 
out with his children, he made them walk before him, that 
he might obsen^e their manners, as he used to say, and be able to 
correct them, if necessary. 

After church WUliam returned to Lichthausen, where he 
kept school and where his elder brother John, who was married, 
resided. In a house adjoining that of John Stilling Mr. Moritz 
had rented a couple of rooms, for himself and his two daughters. 
It was William's duty as schoolmaster, every Sunday in the after- 
noon to read a sermon in the chapel to the people of the village, 
and to conclude with the singing of a hymn; this he did likewise on 
that day, and then hastened as fast as his lameness would permit, 
to Mr. Moritz lodging. He found the old gentleman seated at his 
piano, playing and singing a hymn. His morning gown, though 
covered with patches, was extremely clean. By his side on a chest' 
sat his daughter Dorothy, a girl about 22 years of age, likewise 
cleanly though poorly dressed, who accompanied her father with 
her melodious voice. When William entei*ed, she invited him 
witii a smile, to a seat by her side, which he accepted, and assisted 
tliem in singing. As soon as the hymn was ended, Mr.Moritz 
welcomed him and said: ^^Schoolmaster, I never feel more happy, 
than when I play and sing. When I was yet in the ministry, I 
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often made the eongresation siti^ a long hymn, becaute the hesrt 
rises as it were, during the singing of so nitoj united rdioef , 
above all iliat is temporal and eartUj. — ^But I must talk of some- 
tbing else with you.— My Dorothy gave me yesterday evening to 
understand, though with a good deal of stammering, that she loves 
you, you know, I am poor, what do your parents say?'* <<They 
«re very well pleased with the match," answered William. Dor- 
othy shed tears of joy on hearing this. The aged father th^n 
rose from his seat, took hold of his daughter's right hand, and 
gave it to William with these words: <<I have nothing in the worlds 
but two daughters, this one here I regard as the apple of my eye; 
take her, son, take her! — May the blessing of Jehovah accompop 
ny you, and may. you be blessed before him and his saints! yeaf 
may you be blessed before the world ! May your children become 
pious christians, may your posterity be truly great ! May they be 
written in the lamb's book of life! — ^My whole life has been dedi- 
cated to God^ I have loved all men ; children! follow my example^ 
and my body shall rest in peace !" Both William and Dorothy 
kissed his hand, his cheeks and his lips, afterwards each other, 
for the first time. When all were seated, Mr. Moritz resumed 
the conversation by asking his daughter: ^^Dorotby, have you 
not observed, that your bridegroom is lame ?" *<Yes, Papa," said 
she; <Tve seen that, but his conversation is always so interesting, 
and so pious, that I very seldom mind his feet.^* '<But, Dorothy, 
girls look for all a little after beauty V* ^<I do too. Papa," wto 
her answer, but William pleases me just as he is. If he had not 
these crooked feet, he would not be William Stilling, how could 
I then love him ?" The old gentleman smiled at this answer with 
great satisfaction and said: <<Dorothy, you must now make some 
provision for supper, for your William ought to sup with us.*' "I 
have nothing," answered the innocent bride, "except some niilk, 
cheese and bread, and I doubt, if William will be satisfied with such 
fare?" "Yes," replied William, «I will rather eat a piece of stale 
bread with you, than the richest milk, wheat bread and pancakes 
with others." While the two lovers were thus conversing, Mr. Mo- 
ritz dressed himself in his old brown coat with black buttons, took 
his cane, which had once been varnished, and said: "111 go to our 
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n^UlmMl^ stWWAf.^^l^ him for the loan of his gan, and see 
if I.C9in shpot spmethiui;." This he was in the habit of doing; for 
wjb^ joujjLg^ he was a great sportsman. 

The young couple being now alone, WUliam took Dorothy's 
hand^ and they related what they had felt, said and done^ since they 
loved each othei'. As soon as they had finished, they began again, 
by turns enlarging and abbreviating* Thus their conversation 
W9^ new and interesting to tliemselves, though to all others it 
^ould have been dull and disgusting. 

While they were thus engaged, Frederica, Mr. Moritz^s eldest 
daughter interrupted them. As she entered, singing an old bal- 
lad, she looked at them with astonishment. <<Do I disturb you?" 
was her first question. << You never disturb me,'' replied Dorothy, 
<*for I do not mind either what you say or do.*' "Ah ! you are pi- 
ous," answered Frederica, "but for all that, you seem to be engaged 
ip very interesting conversation with the schoolmaster; however 
he is pious too". — "And besides that, your brother in law," replied 
Dorothy, "tp day we were betrothed." "0 delightful!" "there will 
be a wedding for me," exclaimed Frederica, skipping back 
again, and leaving the lovers to themselves. While they were 
still sitting together, Frederica suddenly rushed again into the 
room^ exclaimiug: "yonder they bring father all bloody into the 
village. Jost the forester, still beats him, and three of the no- 
hleman's servants drag him through the street; they'll surely kill 
him!" Dorothy gave a loud shriek^ & flew out of. the house. Wil- 
liam hastened after her, but the poor fellow could not proceed as 
East as the girls. He called bis brother John, and both went toge- 
ther to the place of tumult. They found Moritz sitting in the bar- 
room^ his grey hair clotted with blood, the servants & JovSt stand- 
ing round him, cursing, swearing, making fists under his nose and 
laughing at him; a dead snipe lay on the table. The impartial 
tavernkeeper supplied them with whiskey. Frederica was engaged 
pleading with them, to pardon her father, while l)orothy was 
begging for some whiskey, to wash her father's head; but as she 
had no money to pay, the loss would have been too great for the 
tavernkeeper, if he had given her a small glass witfiout remune- 
ration. However as women are constitutionally merciful, the ta- 
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vertikeeper's wife at last gave her a broken dtsh^ which had Btood 
under the spile of the whiskey barrel, and with the whiskey con- 
tained in that, Dorothy washed her father's head. Moritz had told 
the meit more than once, that the nobleman had g^ven him per- 
mission, to shoot as often as he pleased, but that gentleman was 
unfortunately from home; Moritz was therefore silent, and made 
no more excuses. Thus matters stood, when John and William 
entered. The first thing they beheld, was the taremkeeper, care- 
fully carrying a glass of whiskey, lest one drop of the precious 
liquor should be spilt, though this caution was rather needless, tJie 
glass lacking one fourth from being full. John gave ita blow with 
so ranch force, that it flew out of the landlord's hand against the 
wall, and fell in fragments on the floor. William immediately 
took hold of his fat)iei*'s hand, and led him with as much authority 
out of the room, as though he had been the nobleman himself, but 
he spoke not a word to any of the people. Jost and the servants 
threatened, and endeavoured to stop him, pulling sometimes on 
one side, and sometimes on the other. William took no notice of 
them, merely intent upon freeing his father in law from their clut- 
ches, in which he at length succeeded. John Stilling in the mean 
time warned Jost and the servants, to beware of what they 
were doing, and his words failed not to make the desired im- 
pression, for all knew, how intimate John was with the no- 
bleman. One circumstance was particularly in their favour 
on tliat occasion. The place before the tavern was filled with 
people from the village, smoking their pipes, intent upon the 
issue of the contest; Jost and his companions were aware, that 
a hundred strong arms would be ready for the rescue of Moritz^ 
if any of the peasants should happen to take umbrage at his seizure 
and consider it as an infringement of their rights;and it must 
be allowed, that father Stilling'and his sons had by their weight of 
character obtained such an ascendency over the inhabitants 
of the village, that few ventured a jest in the presence of one of 
that family. The end of the business w as, that Jost lost his place as 
soon as the nobleman returned, and was sentenced to pay 20 rix- 
doWsivs damages to Mr. Moritz. The old gentleman was in a few 
days restored to his usual health, and this disagreeable occcur- 
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rence was soon forgotten bj the familjt becaiwe the minds of all 
were engaged in preparations for the weddingt which father Stil- 
ling and hisMargaret were determined to hare in their own house. 
They had fattened several fowls for soup, and a fat calf was killed 
and prepared for roasting; rice for puddings, prunes* raising and 
currants were bought in great abundance. Old Stilling infon^ed 
some of his good friends in confidence, that the expenses for the 
wedding had cost him near on ten rix-dollars. Be this as it may, 
every one was in high spirits^ and thought little of the expense. 
William had given holidays to his scholars: for in wedding times 
it is impossible, to attend to such drudgery as schoolkeeping, be- 
sides be had to make clothes for his bride and sisters, and to 
attend to several other necessary preparations. 

At length the long wished for Thursday came. Every one 
in Stilling's house was wide awake long before sunrise,except the 
good old father of the family, who had returned the preceding 
evening late from the forest, and had slept very sound, until it was 
time to go to church with the wedding people. The family march- 
ed in the usual Stilling fashion to Florenburg, where the bride and 
her friends had already arrived. When the marriage ceremo- 
Ay was over, all returned to Tlefenbach for the wedding dinner. 
Two long boards supported by some cross-pieces of scantling,served 
for the table, over which Margaret had spread her finest table 
linen; the spoons were of maple-wood, worked with roses and 
other flowers. The handles of the carving knives were of a bright 
yellow, and the plates were made of the hardest white beech-wood, 
neatly turned. Handsome white stone-pitchei*s adorned with blue 
flowers contained the foaming beer and perry. 

Dinner being over, the company indulged in pleasant and 
interesting conversation. But William and hfs bride rather pre- 
ferred a private walk, and therefore left their joyous friends, 
to ramble along the pleasant banks of the brook. They would 
have been completely happy, had it not been necessary to make 
provision for housekeeping, if there had been no such things, as 
cold frost and wet. Father Stilling and Moritz were enjoying a 
social glass of beer together, which they spiced with interresting 
and religious conversation. Eberhard began : <<Mr. Moritz, 
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I haTe always been of opinion, you woilld have ttone better in the 
world, had you not meddled with Alchimy. 

<«How do you mean ? Mr. Stifling P* 

<4f you had attended to your business a as watchmaker, you 
would have been able to make a decent living, but as it now is,your 
alchimistical experiments have deprivesd you of your earnings^ 
and what little property >ou possessed, is likewise lost." 

You are right in one sense of the word, and wrong in another. 
If I had known, that thirty or forty years would pass over 
my head, ere I could find the philosopher's stone, 1 would 
have reflected, before I commenced these experiments. But as 
experience has given me a deep knowledge of nature, I should 
be sorry to have laboured so many years in vain, 

*«Yes, surely have you laboured a long time in vain, for you 
have hitherto lived on scanty fare. Suppose, you should become 
ever so rich, yet can you not transform the years of misery, which 
you have seen, into years of happiness, and more than this, I do 
not think, you will ever discover that stone, for to give my opinion 
freely, I do not believe* there is such a thing as the philosopher's 
stone." 

**l can prove that the philosopher's stone is a reality. A 
certain Dr. Helvetius at the Hague has published a pamphlet, en- 
titled, '<the golden calf" in which he plainly demonstrates it to the 
satisfaction of the greatest sceptic. But it is still very problem- 
atical, whether I shall obtain it; that depends on God alone, as it 
is a free gift from him." 

<<If it were the will of God, that you should obtain the philo- 
sc^her's stone, you would have found it long ago. For why should 
he have withheld it so long from you ? And its possession is not ne- 
ceesary to our happiness ; for the world has hitherto gone on 
very well without the philosopher's stone." 

"That is vei*y true, but we ought to make ourselves as hap. 
py as possible even in this world!" 

*«To endure a state of wretchedness and misery for thirty 
years as you have done, is surely lio happiness, but — do not take 
the comparison ill — I have never sufiered want, have enjoyed good 
health for seventy years, and have seen my children advance te 
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knowledgoand piety, f «m perfectly contentedyaild therefore bnpi^t 
I would thank no body forgiving me thopbilosc^er's stone. And 
now, Mr. Moritz, I'll make a proposition to you. You have a fine 
voice and write an elegant hand. Take the office of schoolmaster 
in the village, Frederica may go to service. I have yet an empty 
chamber in the liouse, where you may place your bedj and live 
with me and your children.'* 

''Torn- ofier, Mr. Stilling, is noble, and Ishsdl with pleasure 
accept it, after I shall have made but one more experiment.'' 

**0 Mr.Moritz! make no more experiments,they wiHMl you^ 
as all the former have. — ^But let us converse on some other sub- 
ject — I am very fond of Astronomy, do you know the star Sinus 
in the constellation of the great Dog ?" 

<<I have not studied that science, but I know the star, you 
mention." 

'<In the month of February it stands South in the evening. 
Bow far do you suppose that star is from the earth ? I have 
heard people say, that it is farther distant from us than the Sun?" 

<*Yes, doubtless a thousand times farther." 

••How is that possible? I am very fond of gazing at the stars. 
It appears to me, as if I were already tiiere, when I look at them. 
Do you know the waggon and the plough ?" 

<*Yes, they have been pointed out to me." 

*'0 what a wonderful God !" 

MargaretStilling had been listening to this conversation,seat- 
ed by the side of her husband^ when the latter burst forth into the 
last mentioned exclamation, she observed: << When I look at the 
mofrt; simple flower, I can see, that Gt)d is wonderful. Let us en- 
deavor to comprehend him in that portion of his works ! We now 
live among the grass and the flowers, when we shall get to heaven, 
we will then admire the stars." 

*<That is a correct observation,'* said Moritz, there are many 
wonders in nature, if we only reflect on them, we shall learn, how 
wisely the creator has formed all things. But as the works of na- 
ture are so various, each one of us selects that part for his contem- 
plation, which excites his attention most. While the old people 
were tliiis engaged, Stililng's daughters amused themselves with 
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allying. Thus the wedding daj waa q»ent| and WUUftin StUling 
and his wife cmnoieiiced housekeeping. 



CHAPTER II. 
A new en commenced in the fieunily of Eberhard Stilling^ 
when WUliam and Dorothy became itg» inmates. Th& important 
^lestion arose, where shall the new comers sit at table? — ^To avoid 
obscurity I have briefly to mention the table regulations of father 
Stilling. At the upper end of the room was a stout pakoi bench fas- 
tened to the wall, reaching behind the stove. Before the bench op- 
posite the stove, was the table, likewise fastened to the wall, in the 
fiurm of a fallii^ board. Father Stilling had made it himself, from 
astout oaken plank. At the upper end and before this table, with his 
left arm toward the wall, Eberhard had taken his place. On his 
right hand were seated his four daughters; Margaret's place was at 
thelower end of the table, opposite the stove, partly, because she 
liked a warm seat,and partly also,that she might be better able to 
observe, if any thing wxre wanting at the table. John's and Wil- 
liam's bad been behind the table; but the former being married out 
of the house,and the other absent,their places were nowTacant,and 
after mature reflection were assigned to the new couple. The only 
Interruption to their uniform mode of living, which had hitherto 
taken place, was, when John Stilling came to see his parents; his 
visits always brought bustle and joy into the family; for he was a 
man of a highly respectable character, beloved and esteemed by 
all the inhabitants of the village. In the early part of his youth 
he had transformed a wooden plate into an astrolabe,and a wooden 
butter box into a compass, for the purpose of n^aking geometrical 
observations. At a time when an engineer was forming a map 
of the country, by orders of the Prince of Nassau, John Stilling 
had been an attentive spectator; by application and perseverii^ i^ 
dustry, he had become an excellent surveyor, and was frequently 
employed by the nobility, in dividing their landed estates. It is the 
general fault of artists, to be fond of new inventions, and to ne- 
glect what they know. John Stilling was consequently poor, for 
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be neglected the bimbiessy wbkli ^roold Inrre given him a liveHhoodf 
in quest of new inventions. His good wife frequenfly gave it as 
her opinion, that her husband would fare better^if he should apply 
his ingenuity to the melioration of fields and meadows^ than in 
following arts, which brought no bread. But we must pardon the 
ignorance of the good woman, she did not know better -—suoh 
was at least John's opinion — ^for he answered her remonstrances 
«nly by a smile of superiority. 

At that time he was deeply engaged in studying the qua* 
drature of the circle, and in making experiments, for inventii^ 
(he perpetual motion. Whenever he supposed to have made some 
Taluable discovery, he would forthwith hasten to Tiefenbach, in 
order to bring the joyfol news to his parents, brother and sisters. 
When fhey saw him coming up the village, aDthe inmates of the 
house prepared themselves to welcome him at the door. All la- 
boured with redoubled diligence, to get the work out of the 
way, that after supper they might have leisure to listen. The 
fiunily seated themselves round the table, in the attitude of the 
strictest attention. All were eager to add their mite to the dis- 
covery of the quadrature of the circle, Eberhard not excepted, 
and I would wrongthe sound sense of tliat good roan, were I to 
say, he had effected nothing by his meditation. Engaged in his 
collier business, he employed his leisure moments in reflections on 
that subject. He measured the circumference of the bottom of his 
cider barrel with a cord, sawed a piece of board exactly square^ 
and 'shaved it, until the cord accurately fitted the square. It 
could not finil under these circumstances, that the square board 
must«qufd in size the circle, which formed the bottom of the cider 
barrel. Eberhard whirled round on one foot, heartily laughing 
at those learned heads, who make so much ado about so simple an 
affair, and cheerfully communicated his discovery to John at his 
next visit. — ^And we will own the truth — for though father Stil- 
ling was not of a satirical disposition,yet in the present case,he was 
somewhat ironical in his narrative. But the surveyor soon spoiled 
his joy, by saying: "Father, the question is not, if a joiner could 
make a square box containing as many bushels of oats, as a barrel^ 
but the question is, first: What is the ratio of the diameter and 
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aiiiswer mf^ not deyui^ tli^.tbaiusan4th part of a, barley com from 
t|i9 tmihy and'you must be abl^^ to prove the truth oCyour state- 
mfmU tliewBti^yf by submittiiig it to the sifting powers of algp- 
bmeal cadeuialioiis*" 

Father Stilling would have been vexed and ^Mirely disappoint- 
edy if bis joy at the erudition of his son had pernatted him to feel 
aoyvexiM^on. He therefore only observed, there was no dispu- 
ting with learned meni smiled, shook his head» and busied him* 
s«lf with ctttti^ spjii^ters from a bircb-l^g for kindling a fire» 
im ligbttng a pipe» 

Stilttngs d^uigbters were healthy girls, used to hard work. 
Thfy took care of thelandy which richly rewarded them for their 
lajbpur in field and gariden. But Dorothy had a delicate consti- 
tiitioi^ she was soon exhausted by bodily exeortionSf and then she 
would sigh and weep. Her sisters, though not void of sensibil^lgr^ 
could not comprehendthow a woman, apparently as stout as them* 
sdves^ should not be as able to work as they were;, however their 
good nature induced them, to keep it as much as possdble from, 
their parents, that Dorottiy scarcely earned her living* Wiilifuii 
lAserving it, desired Ifis wife to assist him in future at the needle; 
when this arrangement was made, business went on without inter- 
mq^tion or jarring in the family* 

One day Mr. Moritz paid a visit to his daughter. Dorothy- 
wept with joy, when she saw him, and wished for once to have the 
management of the family, that she might treat him wi|h the best^ 
the bouse afforded* He spent the afternoon, with his children,chief« 
ly in religious conversation. He appeared to be much altered; 
formerly he had always been very cheerful, but now he was dull 
and melancholy. Towards evening he said: ^< Children, let us 
go to Geisenberg castle.^* — Having reached a beautiful grove of 
birch-trees, he observed, tliat be felt himself very much at home 
under the shade of those trees. <<The higher I rise, the freer 
I breathe; — of late my feelings have been far from comfin-t* 
ahfe. This will doubtless be the last autumn which I enjoy 
in this world !'* On arriving at the summit of the mountain 
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w&6iice th6 prospect extends over a large tract of cottntry to tbe 
banks of the Rhine^ they seated themselves on the green tarf 
leaning against the ruins of the castle walls* 

The sun was casting his parting rays over the blue mountains^ 
in an oblique direction towards them. Moritz looked for some 
time steadfastly and in silence at tlie image of the sun^ his com- 
panions likewise viewed the scene without uttering a word. At 
last he said: ^'Children ! when I depart this life^ I have nothing to 
leave you. Tou will not miss me. No human being will mourn for 
me. I have spent a troublesome and useless life^ and have made 
^ no one happy. "Dorothy and myself will deeply lament your de- 
parture.*' — "Children!** said Moritz, "our propensities frequently 
lead us into ruin. How useful might I have been in the world, 
had I not engaged in alchimistical experiments, I might have 
made my children and myself happy.** While he was speaking, 
he was several times interrupted by his emotion from proceed- 
ing,.^After a long pause he continued: "Yet I know, that I have 
acknowledged my fault, repented of it, and am senously 
resolved to reform. Gk)d is also the father of his erring chil- 
dren ! — ^I think it necessary to impart to you one paternal ad- 
vice, before I am taken from you ; and I entreat you, not to dis- 
regard it: AYIienever you are about to undertake any thing, re- 
flect, if by 80 doing you will also benefit others. Should your 
reason convince you, that this would not be the case, take it for 
granted, that it is a work without reward; for God only re- 
wards us, when we serve our neighbor. — I have lived poor and 
despised in the world, and after my death, I shall soon be 
forgotten; but I trust, I shall find mercy before the throne of 
God, and be happy.** — Soon after, they returned home.-— > 
Father Moritz continued in a melancholy state of mind. He 
was engaged in making and i*epairing watches, which busi- 
ness afforded him in his old age, not only the necessaries, but also 
some of the comforts of life. His leisure hours were spent in 
visiting the sick and the poor, to comfort them with the conso- 
lation of religion, and to pray with them. But his days on earth 
were numbered; in the course of the succeeding winter he lost him- 

C 



Digitized by Vj'OOQ iC 



18 

•elf in the snow, and his body was ^not fodndt till ttiree days af- 
ter. 

Soon after this calamitoas event, a discovery of great im- 
portance was made in Stilling's faniily» which gave much joy 
to all its members. Even father Stilling was rejoicing in the 
hope of seeing a^andchild» and expected, to sing once moi-e 
his cradle hymns, and to show his friends, how well he un- 
derstood the art of education. Henry Stilling was born Sep- 
tember tlie 10th, in the year 1740. He was a fine healthy child^ 
his mother likewise recovered, in spite of the evil omens and 
prognostications of the Sibyls of Tiefenbach. 

The child received the ordinance of baptism in the church 
of Florenburg, and Father Stilling prepared a christening feaat» 
to which parson Stolbine was invited. For this purjiose John 
was sent to the Parsonage. In approaching the house, he re- 
membered, that the minister was a great stickler for ceremonies, 
and therefore had his hat under his anm as soon as he entered the 
court-yard, lest be should prove unsuccessful in his mission* But 
alas ! how useless is frequently all human foi*esight ! The large 
house dog attacked him, and John unluckily picked up a stone, 
and hit him in his side, so that he began to howl most pitiously. 
The parson, who had seen the whole transaction from the win- 
dow, rushed out of the house in a violent passion, shook his fist 
at poor John, and exclaimed: **You rascal, PU teach you, how 
to treat my dog !** John replied: **I beg your pardon, I did not 
know, that the dog belonged to your Revej*ence. I came, to ask 
your Reverence, in the name of my brotlter and parents, to go 
with me to Tiefenbach, to honor them wiUi your presence at the 
christening feasf — The parson walked back into the house, 
without saying either yes or no. However, when he had reached 
the door, he turned half round, muttering: <<Wait, Pll go along.*' 
John waited nearly an hour in the yard, endeavouring to pacify 
and coax the dog, in which he by far better succeeded, than in 
gaining the good will of the learned paraon, who however at 
length made his appearance. He stepi)ed forward, in the con- 
sciousness of bis dignity, supported by his cane. John followed . 
kun trembling, his hat under his arm, having learned fi*om sad 
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experience how dangerous it was to wear a hat in his worship^s 
presence; for Mr. StoU#ine had frequently given him in former 
yefu^ a box on his ear, when he had forgotten to pull olf his 
hat as soon as he appeared in sight. But in walking along^ 
John found it an unpleasant task, to be exposed for an hour« 
to the burning rajs of the sun, on a warm September dav, and 
he was thinking of some excuse to cover his head, without 
offense to Mr. Stolbine. While he was engaged in matur- 
ing his plan, the parson suddenly stumbled and fell so hard 
on ti^ ground, that it shook. John was frightened. — He 
approached the minister with these words: ''I hope, your Rever- 
ence has received no Injury ?'* "What is that to you, scoun- 
drel V* replied Stolbine, as he was endeavouring to rise. At 
this John's temper became likewise somewhat irritated, and 
he said in a sarcastic tone: <<Well, then I am very glad, you did 
«all.'» "What ! What !" exclaimed Stolbine. But John fear- 
lessly covered his head, going on his way, without minding the 
roaring of the lion. The parson likewise stepped briskly for- 
ward, and thus they both soon arrived at Tiefenbach. 

Father Stilling stood uncovered before his door, his vene- 
rable grey locks glistening in the rays of the moon. "I rejoice," 
said he, smiling, to the minister, as he cordially shook his hand, 
"that I shall have the satisfaction, of seeing your Reverence in my 
old age at my table; but scarcely would I have been so bold, as 
to give you the invitation, if my joy at the birth of a grand-son 
had not been so great.^' The Parson congratulated him on 
ibis happy event, adding however in a very serious tone, that he 
ought to educate his children better, than he had hitherto done, 
nnless he wished, that the cut*se of Eli should fall upon his head. 
The old gentleman received this rebuke in silence, with 
a conscious smile, of having performed his duty in that re- 
spect When Stolbine had entered the room^ be looked at 
the gue$ts and observed: "I hope, you do not wish me to eat 
among this crowd of peasants 7" Father Stilling answered: 
"Nobody shall eat here, but myself and my children, do you 
take 08 for a crowd of peasants?'^ "For what else shall I take 
you ?'* replied the minister, ^^hen I must tell you," answered 
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Stlirm.;y '^you are no servant of Christy but a Pharisee. The 
Redeemer sat down to meat with publicans and sinners; he was 
always humble and lowly minded. Your Reverence ! — my grey 
hair is rising on my heady sit down or return home, as you 
please* "Here,** laying his hand on his heart, here is a moid- 
tor, or else I might disregard your uniform, for which I always 
have entertained respect. — Sir ! some time ago our prince rode 
past my house, as I was standing yonder before my door; 
he knew me, and said : Good morning. Stilling ! I answered: 
Good morning, Tour Highness ! He dismounted, for be was 
tired with the chase. Fetch me a chair, said he, that I may rest a 
little while. I have an airy room, was my reply, if your highness 
pleases, let us walk in, you will be more comfortaeble there. *<Very 
well, I will,'' said he. He and the officer who was in his company, 
entered; yonder he sat, where I have placed my best chair for you. 
Margaret brought him sweet milk, with white bread and butter. 
He desired us, to eat with him, and assured us, that he had never 
taken a meal with a better appetite, than this. In a neat and 
cleanly house any man may eat with satisfaction. Take your 
choice now, your Reverence, wOl you, or will you not eat? — We 
all are hungry .*' — Stolbine sat down> without speaking a word. 
Stilling then called his wife and children, but they would not 
come. Margaret filled an earthen dish with chicken broth for 
the minister, put some meat and sauce on a plate, and placed a 
mug of beer before him. Father Stilling waited upon him, Stol- 
bine ate and drank without saying a word, and as soon as 
he had finished his meal, returned to Florenburg. When he had 
departed, the whole family surrounded the festive board. Mar- 
garet pronounced the benediction, Dorothy had taken her mo- 
ther's place at the table, with her infant at the breast, and mother 
Margaret made the hostess for that day. She was dressed for 
the occasion in a short gown and petticoat of fine black cloth; 
from under the cap her honorable grey locks were visible, pow- 
dered with age. It may appear strange, but nevertheless it was 
60, tliat not a word was said about Mr. Stolbine ; I suppose, the 
only reason was, because father Stilling did not lead the con- 
versation to that dfdiject While Uiey were at dinner, a poor 
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woman with an infiuit tied in a cloth to her back, knocked at the 
door» asking for a piece of bread. She was dressed in ragged, 
dirty clothes, though fashionably made. Father Stilling ordered 
a portion of the christening dinner to be given her, and a piece 
of the rice pudding to her child. Having eaten heartily of what 
she had received, she prepared to depart. But father Stilling 
requested her, to state her circumstances to the family. She was 
very willing to do so, and liaving taken a seat near Mary Stil- 
ling, commenced with the following observation: "A few 
years ago, you folks would have thought it a great honor, had I 
accepted an invitation to dine with you !" 

W. Stilling. "Is it possible !" 

J. St I have no doubt of it, if your disposition had been sim- 
ilar to that of Parson Stolbine. 

Father Stilling. Hush, children I let the woman tell her 
story! 

<<My father is pastor at 

. Mary. **Dearme! your father a minister?** («he moves nearer 
tuwsrdflher.) 

•^es, to be sui-e a minister. He is a vei'y learned and 
rich nan.*' 

J. Still. Where is he minister ? 

"At Gol&ihgen." 

J. Still. "I must look for that place on the map. It can*t 
be far from the Muhler lake, towards Septentrio.'* 

"O my dear young gentleman, I am not acquainted with any 
{dace near by, called Santander !'* 

Mary. "Our John did not say Santander. How did you say? 

F. Still. Hush, children ! Do you continue. 

"I was at that time a handsome girl, and had many fair of- 
fers for maiTying, (Mary viewed her from head to foot.) but no match 
pleased my fother. One was not rich enough, another one 
of too low an extraction, and a third did not go to church." 

Mary. "John, tell me, how those people are called, who do 
not go to church ?'* 

J. Still. Be still Sis !— Separatists.— 

'•Well, I plainly perceived, I would never have a husband. 
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imless I endeavoured to get one myself. A yoong journeyniMi 
barber — ^^ 

Mary. << What is a journeyman barber?'' 

W. Still. <<BestilU Sister! you may afterwards ask any 
question you please, only let the woman now go on.-r-Barbers 
are persons, who shave people." 

<<I beg your pardon. Sir ! My husband performed cures like 
the best of Doctors; yes, many, many cures did he perform. In 
short, I ran away with him. We setUed at Spelterburg, on the Spa 
river.'* 

J. Still. 'Tes, tliat is true, a couple of miles up the river, 
where the Milder falls into it." 

<< Yes, that is the place. what an unhappy woman am I ! 
For I soon perceived, my husband was connected with certain 
people, whom I did not like." 

Mary. "Who had married you ?" 

"Why, who would have married us — ^we were not yet mar- 
ried." (At tiiese words Maryremoyed her chair a little farther eS from the 
woman.) "I would not allow, that my husband should have any 
connection with thieves, for though my father was butacobler."- 
Here the woman flung her child on her back, and rushed out of 
the house, as Tast as she could run. 

Neither father Stilling nor the family could comprehend, 
for what cause the woman broke off in the midst of her narra- 
tive, and ran away. All gave their opinions on the case, and 
at length they agreed, it was likely, that the woman bad be- 
come suddenly ill, from eating a hearty dinner, to which she wa« 
not accustomed. Father Stilling drew this inference from the 
narrative, agreable to his custom, that it was highly necessary, to 
implant a love for religion and virtue into the hearts of children^ 
and afterwards, when they have attained a suitable age, to give 
them a fi*ee choice in the selection of a companion, provided they 
do not disgrace the family. He obscrveii, that parents ought in- 
deed to admonish their children on such occasions, but no com- 
pulsion ought to be used; wlien a person has reached the age of 
manhood, bethinks* he knows what is right, as well as his parents. 

Wlule father Stilling made these observations, William was 
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laasing^ his head rating on his hand. When he bad ceaeedr 
WiUiam said: <<£very thing the woman has mentioned, i^^^ 
pears to me doubtful. In the beginning she said, her father 
had been minister at at *• 

Mary, "At Goldingen/' 

«• Yes, that wi^ it And at last she said, he had b^n a cob- 
ler/' All present clapt their hands together with astonishment,, 
they now discovered the cause of her sudden flight, and it was re-^ 
solved, carefully to close every door and opening in the house; 
and I suppose the reader will not blame StilUng's family for tak« 
ing that precaution. 

Dorothy had not spoken a word while this scene was passing. 
If the i*eader ask me the reason, I must acknowledge my igno- 
rance. She had been wholly engrossed in nursing her Henry,whom 
she was regarding with the most tender affection; and indeed, 
be was a fine hearty child. The neighbor women, who pretended 
great skill in the discovery of likenesses, were unanimously of opin- 
ion, that he bore a striking resemblance to his father, and fancied, 
they discovered the traces of a wart on the upper eyelid of the 
left eye, exactly, as his father was marked in the same place. 
But some inexplicable partiality must have deceived ail these 
good women; for the boy posessed and retained tfie traits of his 
mother's countenance, and her tender feeling heart. 

By and by Dorothy fell into a quiet, placid melancholy. 
She appeared to take no interest in any thing, which occurred 
in the family. She seemed to enjoy herself in her sadness, 
her heart was as if melted into tears, but tears void of grief and 
sorrow. When the sun rose in full splendor, she pensivdy 
viewed the king of day, tears rolled down her cheeks, and some- 
times she would say: <^What splendor must tieposess, who has 
created thee !*' When the sun departed, she again wept, and fi*e- 
quently burst forth in expressions like these: <<Yonder departs 
that consfding friend again V^ and longed to be far away in the 
woods, at the time of twilight Nothing however excited her 
sensibility more, than the moon; her feelings were at such times 
ineffabfe, and she spent whole evenings, in walking about at the 
ibotof tlie Gei^enberg. William was generally her compan- 
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i#ii in tliesft rambles^ and endeavoured to sooth her fflind. Hte 
character in some respects resembled hers; they would not have 
missed the world, provided they could have enjoyed each 
others company, but not withstanding this, they deeply felt for 
the woe and misery of their fellow creatures. 

When Henry StUling was about a year and a half old, Do- 
rothy desii*ed her husband, one Sunday afternoon, to take a walk 
with her to Geisenberg castle. William, who had never yet re- 
fused to comply with her requests, consented. Arm in arm they 
walked slowly up the mountain, through the forest, amidst the 
wai*bling of various birds, while Dorothy commenced the fol* 
lowing conversation: 

<<Do you thinks William, w&Bhall know each other again 
in heaven V^ 

<<Most assuredly, ny^ dear Dorothy, for doth not Christ say 
of the rich man, that he recognized Lazarus in the bosom of 
Abraham, and yet this rich man was in hell, therefiH*e I cer- 
tainly believe, that we shall know each other in et^Tiity.'* 

*«0 my William ! how doth my heart rejoice, when I re- 
flect, that, if your opinion is correct, we shall be fbrever united 
without grief aiid sorrow, in the full enjoyment of every heaven- 
ly blessing. And it has always appeared to me, as if I could 
not be happy without you in heaven. Yes, dear William ! we 
shall surely know each otherin that place of happiness. Has not 
Qod created my soul, and ^ven me that heart, which entertains 
these wishes, and would he have made it thus, were I to cherish 
wrong desires? Tes, I shall seek you, among the thousands of 
redeemed spirits, I shall recognize you, and then I shall be tru- 
ly happy !" 

<fWe will be buried side by side, there [will then be no need 
of seeking long !" 

<<Ah r if we could but die in one and the same moment *— ^ 
But, what would in that case become of ray sweet little boy ?'' 

<*Your son would stay here, and receive a religious educa- 
tion, and at last meet us again in heaven." 

<«But in the mean timelshould be much troubled,and entertain 
many doubts about his piety, which would destroy my hap^nesa«*^ 
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*.«My dear Dorothy ! you have been exceedingly melancho- 
ly for a longtime, and if I sbidl speak ^th candor, I most own, 
tihat by such conduct you afflict me aa wdl as yoorsdf. Why 
do you always shun the company of my sisters i The poor g^ris 
believe, you do not love them I*' 

^*But I do love them dearly.'* 

^<You frequently shed tears, which seems to indicate, yon 
are dissatisfied with something or otiier, and ttiis thought great- 
ly aflicts me* Is th^re any thing on your mind, my dear, thai 
gives you pain ? Speak freely. If there is a possibility, I will 
mdeavor to remove the difficulty/* 

**0 no! I am by no means dissatisfied; I am not disconten" 
ted, my dear William ! I love you, I love our parents and our 
sisters, and I wish well to the whole human family. But FU 
emleavor to explain my feelings to you* In the spring, when 
I see every tiling floiurishing,|^hen I see the unfolding of the 
leaves of the trees, the opening of the flowers, the growth of the 
grass, it appears to me, as though I had no share nor interest 
in all this, and as though I were alone in the world, and did 
not belong to it But no sooner do I discover a faded leaf, a 
withered flower, or a dry blade of grass, I fed a pleasing melan* 
choly, but cheerfulness seems to have departed from me. In 
former times aU these things would have aflfected my mind very 
dififerently, I was then never more cheerful than in the spring.'* 

*^l for my part am unacquainted with such sensations, thougli 
I must say, that the description you give of your feelings, deep* 
ly excites my sympathy.** 

During this conversation they arrived at the ruins of the 
castle, and observed, how the cool wind from the Rhine was 
playing with and whistling through the long dry grass-stalks 
and leaves of ivy, growing on and about its broken walls. This 
is my favourite place, said Dorothy, here I should like to dwell. 
Pray, tell me once more the story of John Hubner, who in times 
of yore lived in this castle. But let us take our seats yonder 
on the ramparts, opposite the walls. For the world I would nc^ 
be within the ruins, when you tell the story; my blood runs cold, 
%» I listen. William related as^ follows: 

D 
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**Tn times of old, Jobbers lived in this castte* lolia Htibner 
was the Itiat of tliem. He id ways wore a coatfof maU, atfd was 
stronger in body, than any other feHow in the conntrjr. He had 
but one eye, and a thick frizzled beard. Daring the day he an<l 
his band, all of whom were stout men, generidly drank be^r 
in that part of the castle, where you see yonder bfoken win- 
dow. Whenever they spied some person^ on horseback or in a 
rehicle, they pursued him» and if they caught him, they ner^ 
spared his life. The horses and other property they sold at a 
great distance from this place.^ 

<^A certain prince of Nassau DiHenbnrg, named ^the black 
Ciiristian'* hearing many complaints from the country people^ of 
the murders and robberies which Hubner had committed, sent one 
of his men Hjinnes Flick, into this part of the connlry, to wateh 
him. The prince was lying in ambuscade behind the GiUer, whtelt 
you see yonder. Flick bad ne^r seen Hubner, but was riding 
through the country, with a view of obtaining intelligence oon^ 
ceming him. One day he came to a blacksmith shop, wbere thej 
were shoeing horses* A number of waggorf wheels were set up «- 
gainst the shop, on which a man was leaning, wh6 answered the 
description of Hubner. Flick stopt and asked him: Are you John 
Hubner of Geisenberg? The man replied: John Hubner of Geis^i- 
berg lies on the wheel. Flick, supposed the man meant to intimate^ 
that Hubner had been executed, and therefore ashed, did that 
happen lately ? Yes, said the man, this rery day. Flick not be- 
ing altogether satisfied, continued to watch the fellow, who re* 
mained in the sam^ position. When he perceived, that Flick 
would not go away, he whispered in the blacksmith's ears, to 
torn the shoes of his horse the wroiig way. When the smith 
had done it, the man mounted his horse and rode off. Flick fed* 
lowed, with an intention of tracking him, but this was almost 
impossible, because all the ti*acks went backwards. However 
at last he discovered him in the forest, guarding ^several faorsesy 
that were browsing among the bashes. The moon shone bright. 
FKck hastened to prince Christian with the repoi*t, that he hltd 
Ibundthe robber. Before the Prince and his men went in quest 
of Hubner, he ordered them t» tie grass about tiie feet of the 
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. iMKes, «o timt tlie datter of their hoo& might not betraj their 
approach. Bj tl|is means thejr were enabled to come so close 
to Habner and his men^ that they weigp unable to escape. John 
feoght for some time most desperately, but at length fell un- 
der the battle-ax of the prince. They buried him in yonder 
comer: Geissenberg was taken. Prince Christian ordered the 
foundation of the tower to be undermined. It fell at evening tide, 
Md tiie shock was so great, tiiat the ground trembled in the ham- 
let of Tiefenbach. There down thi^mountain you see a heap of 
rubbish, which is a remnant of the stones and lime, with which the 
tmret was built. Hubner^ they say, shows himself frequently be- 
tween eleven and twelve o'clock at night; our neighbor Neuser 
beKeves, he has seen him often riding round the ramparf 

While William was telling the story, Dorofli^ was starting 
at the msfling of overy bird among the bushes. When he had 
finished, she said: '4 am so fond of such stodes, that I never tire 
with the repetition. While they were walking round the ram- 
parts, and Dorothy was singing an old ballad, tlie sun was set- 
ting, and William and his wife had in full measure tasted the 
sweets of melancholy. As they were descending the mountain, 
Dorothy was attacked by a violent paroxysm of fever, and was 
scarcely able,to reach Stilling^s dwelling. It turned out to be an 
tnllamatory fever. 

William nursed her day and night One day, about a fort- 
night from the commencement of her illness, towards twelve 
o'clock at night, she said to William: <*Wo'nt you lie dowB a 
while 2" He undressed,andlay by her side. She embraced him vnth 
her right arm, while his head was leaning against her bosom. All 
at once he perceived, that her pulse was intermitting. With a heart 
ffdl of anguish he called for his sister. Soon the whole fami- 
ly came into William's chamber. But she was gone — she had 
departed'! — William's feelings were blunted for the moment, 
and he wished, never to recover them so as to be fully sensible of 
h^ loss; but at length be left the bed, mourned and lamented. 
Father Stilling and mother Margaret were likewise deeply af- 
fected. It was a sad sight, to see the old couple looking at the 
deported sain^ while tears of grief were rolling down their aged 
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cheeks. The gii-ls too were weqping^ at the reodlectieD of t^e 
laat aifcctionate expressions of their departed sister. 



CHAPTER IIL 

, William Stilling had lived with his Dorothy in a very pop- 
ulous pari of tlie country quite secluded; after she was dead and 
buried, he found hiai!?elf9 as it were, alone in the world. Though 
in the same house with hi^ parents and sisters, he hardly no- 
ticed them. He was constantly tracing Dorothy's lineaments^ 
in the face of his motherless child, and when he went to rcsl 
at night, bis chamber appeared to him deserted and lonesome* 
He frequently fancied, he heard the sound of Dorothy's footstqi^ 
as though she were coming to bed. He often reflected on the 
time, which he had spent with her, from the. day of his marriage 
to the moment of her deatli, every portion of which seemed to 
him, to have been spent in unalloyed hs^ipiness, and he wondered^ 
that in the fulness of his enjoyment, he had not broken. out in ec- 
static exclamations of joy. In such moments he would clasp his 
Henry to his heart, bedew him with his tears, and fall asleep with 
him in his arms. While slumbering, he frequently dreamt of 
walking in the forest, adjoining to Geissenberg castle, accompa- 
nied by Dorothyi rejoiced at having found her again. During 
his dreams he was afraid of having his illuspry happiness dis^ 
pelled, by awaking from his sleep, and when he awoke, being 
disappointed, he shed a torrent of tears, and the state of his mind 
was truly deplorable. Father Stilling observed all this, without 
making a single effort to comfort William. Margaret and 
the girls attempted it frequently, though without the de- 
sired effect , For he was offended at every effort made 
to dispel his gloom. Mother and daughters often conversed 
on that subject, wondering, that father Stilling made no at- 
tempt to console him, and they resolved, to speak with f«tw 
on the subject, as soon as William should again fall into on^f 
bis violent pai-oxysms of melancholy, wandering about in the 
Geissenberg forest, in search for some spot^ where Dorothy, had 
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ekhcp stood op rat, wtth ttie view of indalgiiig his gloom. They 
had not to watch long for such an opportanity. Margaret bad ta- 
ken it upon herself, to open the conversation, immediately after 
the removal of the cloth, when William was gone, and fattier 
Staling was engaged in picking his teeth, and in meditation, 
according to his usual custom after dinner. "Eberhart!" said* 
she, «'why do you suffer our boy to wander about in this fashion? 
Ton seem not to care for hioi at^all, you speak not one friendly 
word with him, but act, as if he were a total stranger to you. 
The poor fellow will sui*ely fall into a consumption at this rate.*' 
Father Stilling answered with a smile : <<Margaret ! what do 
you suppose, I could say, that would comfort him? If I say, 
he should be resigned ; Dorothy is in heaven, she is happy ; 
that would be, as if somebody had taken your all in the world, 
and I should tell you : Be not uneasy, your treasure is in ex- 
cellent hands, in about sixty or seventy years you shall have it 
all back again. Would you not be very angry with me, would 
you not say : but how shall I live these sixty or seventy years 
to come ? Or do you suppose, I shall mention all Dorothy's 
fiudts, and endeavour to persuade him, that fail^ loss has not 
been so irretrievable? In that case I would do injustice to her 
memory ; my conscience' would reprove me, and after all, the 
only effect I could produce, would be, that William would ever af- 
terwai*ds entertain hostile feelings towards me; he would on his 
part recount all Dorothy's virtues, and I would fall short in 
my account Or shall I search for another Dorothy? No — for 
even, if such a one could be found, he would not believe it But 
alas ! there is no Dprothy any more !" W bile he spoke these 
last words^ his lips quivered, and his eyes were suffused with 
tears. The whole family shed tears also, but principally, because 
they saw father Stilling weep. 

Under these circumstances William was unable to make a 
living for himself, much less take care of his child. Margaret 
therefore took her grandson under her own charge. The girls 
taught him to walk, to pray, and devoutly to recite hymns ; and 
when father StiQihg returned from the mountain on Saturday 
evenings^and had taken his seat near the stove, little Henry would 
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"knees. Sometimes the aid man would give him a piece of bread 
and butter^ a remnant of hts last provisions^ or Henrj woidd 
himself examine the wallet, and search for the remaining crumbs^ 
which, stale and air-dried as they were, tastM better to him» 
* than the most delicious riee pudding would fo other children. 
While he was thfts occiipied on his grandfather's lap, the latter 
would sing a little song for his Henrj, for instance : <<Geri>erly 
was called my chicken dear*' &c. or : ^'As riders andhorsem^ 
we trot now along:** &c. imitating at the same time with his 
knees the motion of a trotting horse. In short. Stilling was so 
complete a master in the art of education, that he always found 
some new diversion for HetiiT', adapted to his age, and of «uoii 
a character, that every thing, which ought to be venerable la 
man, was alsd represented to him^ as great and excellent. Saoh 
treatment could not fail of making a deep and lasting impression 
upon Henry; and bis love for his Grandfather formed the motft 
prominent feature in his character, and therefore, whatever tlie 
old man wished to teach him, Henry gladly received, learnt 
and retained ; for he bdieved without hesitation, all that grand* 
fkther said. 

The deep though silent grief of William, which we have 
noticed before, was now gradually changing into a communica* 
tive'and talkative sadness. He became willing to see company^ 
spoke friendly with his housemates, conversed with them about 
Dorothy, sung with them her songs and ballads, and looked at 
her clothes. It was his heart's delight, to call Dorothy to his re* 
membrance; and when he reflected, that in a few fleeting years,lie 
likewise should be called out of this- world, and become an in.. 
habitant of those blissful regions, which now contained his be- 
loved Dorothy; and that in her society he would enjoy happiness 
Without fear of diminution; his bosom felt an inward peace, which 
transported him far beyond the troubles of this sublinary 
world, and produced a total change in his views and actions: 
though the acquaintance of a singular and extraordinary man, 
which he made about that time, contributed its share, in effecting 
the change,we have alluded to. This man, named Niclas belonged 
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far a am^gty of |iQM poe^^who had rentedA Ciitle tnm ft cer« 
tain count, six or eight mfl^ distant from Tiefenbach, and hadl 
esteUisiKd- a manufactorj of silk stafihr by which means ikej 
made fthdr living. Neither the wise men of the wwld, aor th» 
fashionable^ liked the institutions of the society. Becaase it is 
unfashionable in the great world, pubUcly to profess the inten- 
tkin of followiag the Lord Jesns Christ, or to boM conversations 
for the^ avowed parpose, of encourf^ing one another in the obe- 
dieiice to liis docMnes, and in followiag his example, the members 
<rf this society, were despised by the world, and there were men, 
Who pretended to have been eye witnesses of every kind of 
wickedness and abomination, committed by ttese people;, ru- 
mors, winch being but too readily believed, had a tendency to 
increase^ the scorn, they bad to bear. But what vexed people 
iriio^ was, that the members of this society were rejoicing in the 
shame, cast upon them, and that they said, their Lord and Mas* 
ter had fared no better. Niclas, as we have mentioned, belonged 
to that society. In the days of bis youth he had studied Theology; 
but having discovered defects in all the professed systems of re* 
Ugion, and publicly spoken and written against them, he had been 
cast into prison, and after liberation from confinement, had 
travelled with a certain gentleman throagh several countries of 
Europe. After bis return he had joined the above mentioned 
society, and having no knowledge of the business, in which they 
were engaged, pedted- their goods through the country. He had 
frequently been at Stilling's house, but knowing how rigidly 
that family adhered to the etysteman^ the principles of the re* 
formed religion, had never entered into conversation on dis* 
pated subjects; but about the time, when William StUling began 
to shidLe off his dark and gloomy melancholy, he found an op- 
portunity of conversing with him. This conversation is impor- 
tant, and therefore I shall give it, as Niclas binnsdf has reported 
it to me. Aftei* he had taken a seat, he said : 

<4Iow do you do to day, Mr. Stilling! has the griefs you 
ei^meneed at the loss of your wife, subsided in some measure !'' 

^I am still very low spirited; my heart still bleeds with the 
wound, though I am nitlier more comfmrtable, than I have been*^ 
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^We. all. will fed a similar depres^m of spliiteytf we at- 
tach oursdves too much to- any temporal object I acknowledge 
we are bi^pier, if we have a good wife^ than if we have none. 
But it is often beneficial, to deny ourselves this satisfaction, and 
we are then not exposed to so severe a loss." 

"That is easier said, than performed, Mr. Niclas !** 
Niclas answered with a smile : *<I allow it to be diffictrit^ 
efiq[iecially if a man has beeVi soliigbly blessed, as you have been; 
but if we are only seriously determined on it, it may be eflfectedf 
and if we believe, that the doctrine of Jesus Christ directs us t» 
the attainment of .the highest happiness, we will form that deter- 
mination, and find, that the execution of our resolution is not ao^ 
very difficult, as we otherwise would imagine. Permit me, ta 
explain this brif^fly to you. Christ has left us a doctariae, which 
is so completely adapted to the nature of our souls, that it cannot 
fail in making us happy, provided we follow and dbey it If we 
examine the doctrines of the wise men of this world, we will ob- 
serve a variety of rules, which are as consistent with each other^ 
as the system, from which they are derived, is consistent witli 
itself. Sometimes they go lame, at another, time they run, and 
then again stand stock-still. The religion of Jesus Christ a- 
lone, drawn from the deepest mysteries of human nature, is 
wanting in no point, it irrevocably proves to all, who righdy 
understand it, that its author is no otlier, but the creator of mant 
because he alone has a perfect knowledge of man« All .human 
beings have an insatiable desire for suqh pleasures, as are capable 
of satisfying their minds, and prove a never failing s{n*ing of fresh 
delights. In the visible creation we find nothing q£ this kind. 
If by a change of circumstances, we loose those pleasures, which, 
this world can give, we experience a painful sensation, such, as 
for instance, you have felt, at the loss of your Dorothy. The 
divine lawgiver knew, that the principle of every human action 
is genuine self love. Far from condemning this principle, wsbich 
is capable of doing much injury, if wrongfully applied, he mere- 
ly gives us rules to refine and ennoble it. He commands us, to do. 
unto others, as we wish^ that others should do unto us. If we 
act in conformity to this precept, we are sure of the good will oC 
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our frilow men, pcovided, they do oot belong to that clafis, which 
eyen the world caUs malignaBt and wicked. He commands 
U8» to lore our enemies; if we live in conformity to this pre- 
cefpt» und act kindly toward those, who] entertain hostile 
feelings against us, they can have no peace, until they be- 
come reconciled to us, while we enjoy an inward peace in the 
exercise of these duties, which far surpasses every sensual & earth- 
ly pleasure. Furtb^, if we search for the true source of what 
are called social vices, for instance, of envy, malice and dis- 
Uirhance.of peace in society, we shall find it in the pride of^an. 
The laws of Jesus Christ are the surest remedy against this rdot 
of all evil. At present I do not wish to explain myself more 
fislly on tliis subject, I merely purpose showing you, that it is. 
worth our while, to use all diligence, in following the doctrines 
of Christ, which offer us a real satisfaction and durable plea-* 
sinres^ the enjoyment of which will solace us in the loss of others.'* 
"Friend.Niclas ! will you please to repeat what you now 
have said, tbat I may put it down in writing; for, I believe, 

what you say, is true ?" . 

Niclas was very willing to comply with the wishes of Wilr 

liam Stilling, who carefully not^d, what the former dictated. 

<<But," continued William, <<if we are made happy by obey- 
iipg the doctrines of Christ, what benefit can we derive from 
his life and death 2 Do not the ministers teach us, we are un- 
able to keep, the commandments, and can obtain salvation 
only through faith in Christ, and through his merits, justifica- 
tion before God. 

Niclas replied with a smile: '<0n that subject we may con- 
verse another time. For the present it is sufficient, to ifiake 
Utis remark: as Christ has shewn us by his pure and holy life^ 
what our lives ought to be, so that we obtain confidence by a look 
of faith towards him, and trust the grace^ which watches over us, 
for obtaining that simplicity of heart, and childlike disposition, 
which may enable us to overcome every difficulty, so has he 
likewise planted his cross into the night of deaths where the sun 
is set, and where the moon looses her light, that we may look 
up to it» and exclaim in humble hope : Lord I Remember me ! 

E 
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Thns we are sitved by hiR merits, for he has merited the deliver- 
ance of bis people from eternal death by the severest siiflRerings, 
and thus we are likewise saved by faith; for faith is salvatbnr. 
However at present do not trouble your mind about any of these * 
things, only be faithful in small things, for should you disre- 
gard the day of small things, you will effect nothing in -weigh- ' 
tier matters. I shall leave a tract with you translated from the 
French of the Archbishop Fenelon; it treats of -the faith- 
fulness in small things; the next time I come, Pll -bripg 
you Thomas a Rempis^ '^Imitation of Jesus Christ," and from 
that book you will receive farther instruction." 

It would be difficult to determine, whether William adopted 
these doctrines, because he was convinced of their truth, or. 
whether the condition of his mind was such, that their plansi- 
bility made a deep impression upon it, without more fuHy 
examining their truth. For my part I must acknowledge,; 
that by calmly reflecting on the doctrines of Niclas, I observe 
some things, which are rather obscure, but on the whole, they 
are correct. 

William bought several ells of cloth from ''Niclas, without 
needing it; and the good preacher went away with devout feelings 
of gratitude to God, for the conversion of William, and on de- 
parting, gladly pi*omised soon to return. About that time, 
a change had taken place in the family; aimt Elisabeth had mar- 
ried a taylor by the name of Simon; and as William was strongly 
inclined to avoid the noise and bustle of the world as much as 
possible, he moved with Henry to a chamber in the upper 
loft of the house, where he lived for many years, maintaining 
himself by his trade, and spending his leisure moments iii read^ 
ing those practical works, which Niclas had recommended to 
him; but Simon took his place in the family. In this solitary 
modcof living, he endeavored to suppress every inclination of 
liis lieart, which had not eternity in view, and to educate bis 
son in those principles, which he believed to be correct and 
scriptural. He was accustomed to rise early at four o'clock in 
the morning, worked at his trade till seven; then awoke Hen- 
ry, reminding him in a feding manner of the goodness ij/t the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



35 

Lordy and of the protecting care he 0xercise.s over us by the niiii- 
iatry of bis holy angels. <<Return your thanks unto him, for all his 
mercies^ my child !" said William^ while he was dressing him. 
This being done, Henry was sent down to wash himself, an^l 
after his return, the father would bolt the door of the chamber^ 
kneel down with him, and often pray to God with such fer- 
vor, that the tears of devotion became visible on the floor. Af- 
ter prayers, he breakfasted, and Henry was taught to take this 
as well as every other meal, with as much order and regularity, 
as if in the presence of a person, to wliom he owed the highesjt 
respect. Breakfast being over, he had to memorize a portion 
of his catechism; when this was accomplished, he was permit- 
ted to enjoy himself in the reading of some book, which be could 
understand, and the contents of which were adapted to the ca- 
pacity of boys of his age, for instance: <Hhe Emperor Octa-« 
vianus with his wife and children;'* "the story of the four Hay- 
mon's children;'* <Hhe beautiful Melusina;'* and such like books. 
His father never permitted him to play with other children, but 
kept him so secluded from all company, that at the age of seven 
years, he was unacquainted with any of the village boys, but 
had read a number of good books. Hence his whole soul waa 
living in an ideal world, and the powers of his imagination 
were greatly enlarged. The heroes of old romances, whose 
virtues were drawn in strong and lively colonrs, were imper- 
ceptibly engraven on his heart, as the only objects worthy of 
imitationj and he held vice of every description in the 
greatest aversion; but as his fatiier frequently conversed 
with him about God and pious men, his views of the piety and 
virtue of others as well as of their contrary vices, were regu- 
lated by the sentiments, they entertained of God and of Christ. 
Therefore he could scarcely cease i-eading, after he had obtain- 
ed the loan of ^'Godfrey Arnold's lives of the fathers;*' this 
work, and "Ritze's history of tlie regenerated" were his fa- 
vorite authors, until he was ten yeai*s old; and the characters 
of those persons, whose lives he read at that time, remained so 
indelibly engraven on his mind, and idealized in his imagination, 
that he has never forgotten them. In the afternoon from t\iro 
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to three o'clock and sometinies a little later^ Williani pemtitted 
Henry to take a walk in the orchard and the Geisenberg^ forest^ 
in which he had marked out a district for him, within which he 
was permitted to ramble, and beyond which he was not allowed 
to go, unaccompanied by his father. Henry's range exten- 
ded as far into the woods, as his father could see from llis win- 
dow, when the hour was past, or if another child approached 
him, William's whistle immediately recalled him to the house. 
This district was therefore visited by Henry, as often as the 
state of the weather would permit ; and he had formed the 
whole into an ideal landscape. In one place he had imagined an 
Egyptian desert, in which he transformed a bush into a cave, 
with a view to represent St. Anthony, and in his paroxysms of 
enthusiasm, he would often pray with great fervor. In anothef* 
part was the well of Melusinai here was Turkey, where the Sul- 
tan and his daughter, the beautiful Marcebilla livedo on yonder 
rock was the castle of Montalban, where Rinold dwelt; &c. 
These places were visited by him,as often as he had permission to 
ramble through the forest, with pleasure indescribable, but unintel* 
ligible to all, whose powers of imagination are not equally lively 
on similar subjects. When he was engaged in these mental 
sports, his Spirit was overflowing, he would stamnder rhymed, 
which sometimes contained really poetic ideas. Such was 
his education, until he entered into his tenth year. One circum- 
stance in regard to Henry Stilling deserves particularly the 
attention of the reader. William was not an indulgent father, 
and the slightest transgression of his orders, was most severely 
punished. Hence an artificial reserve Was added to his natu- 
rally timid disposition, so that he attempted to conceal his 
failings from fear of punishment, and was gradually led 
into a confirmed habit of lying, which afterwards cost him ma- 
ny severe struggles before he could overcome it.( William's in- 
tention was, to train his son to obedience, and to make him 
tractable, and capable of keeping the divine and human laws, and 
he believed, severity to be the surest method of attaining so de- 
sirable an end; he could therefore not comprehend, how it was 
possible, that the happiness, he enjoyed in the good qualities of 
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his son, should be marred by the vice of lying. H^ tlieHffot^ 
increased his severity^ especially, when he had detected him ifi 
an untruth, but all he eflTected by this mode of proceeding, was, 
to make Henry more artful, to invent plausible stories, 
and poor William was deceived after all; and as soon as Henry 
perceived, that his cunning had saved him fi*om punishment, he 
was rejoiced, and became determined to try the isame metiiod 
again. 



CHAPTER IV, 

Father Stilling was a quiet spectator of these proceedings. 
He did not pronounce judgment against the austere way of 
living, which his son had adopted, and merely smiled, with 
a shake of his grey locks, when he saw William seize the 
rod, whenever Henry had eaten or done any thing contrary 
to his orders. Sometimes, when the child was absent, he would 
say to William: **If we do not wish, to see our regulations fre- 
quently neglected and disobeyed,we ought rather'|;o be sparing in 
giving orders, for all men love liberty." — "True," was general- 
ly William's answer, "but then he will become obstinate." Fa- 
ther Stilling replied: "Warn him against errors, when you find, 
he is on the point of doing a wrong thing, and tell him your rea- 
son, why you disapprove of one action or another^ but if you 
publish as it were, a whole code of laws before hand, the child 
will forget them, be always in fault, and you must be as good 
as your word, and thus whippings will becomof the order of the 
day/* William acknowledged the cori-ectness of this observa- 
tion, suffered the many laws to fall gradually into oblivion, and 
did no more reign so much by rule and line, but rather as a 
patriarch issuing his orders, whenever he found it necessary; 
the child of course received fewer chastisements, breathed much 
freier, and enjoyed himself by far better* 

Such was the education of Henry Stilling; he grew up with- 
out having any intercourse with other children, knew therefore 
nothing of flie world, notliiihg of vices, if we except a pernicious 
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disposition of tellinf^ falsehoods, that he might screen himself 
fhmi punishment, otherwise he \iras communicatire, and free 
from tliat volatile disposition so generally observed in children* 
His daily occupations were, to pray, to read and write; the 
stock of his mind was therefore not extensive, but what he po- 
sessed, was so distinct, so clear, so refined and ennoUed, that 
his expressions, phraseology and actions were altogether uncom- 
mon for his age. The whole family were amazed, and father 
Stilling often said: <<This boy's feathers grow larger than those 
of any body else in our connection, he will fly above us, we 
ought to pray, that God may direct him by his good Spirit." All 
the neighbors, that saw the boy, were lost in wonder, for they 
comprehended nothing of all he said, though he spoke the Ger- 
man language correctly. One day Stabler came into the house 
for the ostensible purpose of having a jacket made by Willians, 
but his chief aim appeared to be, to find a husband for his daugh- 
ter Mary; for father Stilling was highly respected by all the in- 
habitants of the village, and William was known as a pious 
and industrious man. Henry was at that time about eight years 
of age ; and when Stabler entered, was seated in a chair, dee^y 
engaged in reading. Stabler looked at hiiii with astonishment,, 
and asked him : <*Henry what are you doing there ?" 

«1 read.*' 

**What ! can you read already?'* 

Henry looked at him with surprise and relied: "That is a. 
foolish question, for what human being cannot read, or do you 
suppose, I do not belong to the class of human beings ?" Having 
said this, he res|d loud, distinctly, very fluently, and with pro- 
per accentuation; upon which Stabler burst out into this exclama- 
tion : "The d 1 take it, I never saw such a thing before in 

my life.'* 

At this oath Henry started up all in a tremor, cautioualy 
looking round the room, to see, if the devil was coming. When 
nothing appeared,he exclaimed; "0 God, how merciful art thou !** , 
and stepping up to Stabler, said: "Man, have you ever seen 
Satan ?** When Stabler answered, "No—" Henry replied : j 
'^Then don't call him again — ^" and walked into another room. 
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Henry's fame sqpread far and wide, every body talked about 
him with amakeineDt. Pastor Stotbine himself felt some curir 
osity to see the boy» Henry bad hitherto ' neyer been in a 
church, uid had therefore never seen a man, in a large white 
powdered whig, and dressed in a fine black coat The rumor 
oi the pastor's arrival in Tiefenbach, soon reached StUling's 
house. William therefore gave his json a few has^y instructions, 
in regard to his behavior before the minister. When he ar- 
rived, father Stilling was in his company; Henry had placed 
himself straight against the wall, in the position of a soldier pre- 
senting arms; his cap made of pieces of blue and fgrey cloth, 
he hdd in his folded hands, and kept his eyes fixed upon the 
minister. After Mr. Stolbihe had seated himself, and spoken a 
few words with William, he turned towards the wall and said : 
**Good morning, Henry !*' 

<<The general custom is,^ to say good morning on enter- 
ing into the room." 

Stolbine perceiving* that be had rather an uncomquon child 
beftn-e him^ turned his chair towards Henry and asked : '<Do 
you know your catechism ?" 

*«Not perfect as yel." ^ 

^'What? not perfect as^ yet? the catechism, is the first thing* 
children ought to learn." 

**l beg your pardon, your Reverence ! the catechism is not 
the first thing; children ought in the first place learn to pray; 
that God may, open their understanding, to comprehend the ca- 
techism. 

Stolbtne's wrath had been rising previous to this answer, 
and a severe lecture had awaited William, but Henry's answer 
assus^ed it. He asked: <^How do you pray ? 

<<Good God ! open ray understanding, that I may compre- 
hend what I read {" . 

<^hat is very right, my son ! continue thus to pray !^* 

"You ace not my father !" , 

"I am your spiritual fiMtber.*' 

"No, sir! God is my spiritual father; you are a human 
heiBg, yon cannot be a spirit." 
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<<How is that? liawyou no Sfint, no Soul 2'^ 

«^Yes» to be sure ! bow can you ask so aiHy a qi^ stion ?— 
Hut I know my father/' 

<<Po >ou likewise know God, your spiritual father ?'' 

With a smile Henry replied : <<Is there a jrational beinf^ 
on earth, and not know God V^ 

<<But you cannot see him i ^' 

Henry, without answering a word, fetched his Bible, ani 
opened at Rom. 1. 19, SO. showing that passage to the mi^ 
nisteri 

Thi!^ completely satisfied Mr. Stolbine; having ordered 
the boy to leave the room, he observed to his father^ tliat.hi» 
sMin would excel all his forefathers, he should therefoi'e continu* 
to keep him under the rod, for be was an uncommon boy, and 
would make a great man^ if well brought up. 

William's heart was still bleeding with the wound it had 
received, when he lost his beloved Dorothy — he continued to 
visit Greisenberg castle, and those spots, which had been her 
&¥ourite ha(Unts« Sometimes he would take Hei^ry with him 
in these excursions. He would then point out to him, where his 
mother had been seated, what places she had most {i^eqaented^ 
and what she had eithei* said or done in this or that particular 
spot. Henry was so much taken with every thing which con-^ 
cemed his, mother, that he endeavored to copy her as far as 
be was able, which gave great satisfaction to his father. 

Once, on a fine evening in autumn, the two lovers of Dorothy 
wei*e walking, according to their custom, among the ruins of 
the castle, pickin^^ up snail-shells, which lay scattered about in 
great profusion; an occupatian, in which Dorothy had frequent- 
ly indulged. While thus engaged, Henry found a small pocket 
knife, with a green handle and brass rivets. Having lain in 
a sheltered situation against the wall, and in a measure pror 
tected by it from the influence of tlie weather, the rust had not 
injured it in the least. Full pf joy at the treasure he had dis-^ 
covered, he ran and shewed it to his father. William, in see- 
ing it, was affected to tears. Henry was frightened, tears start- 
ed likewise into his eyes, without knowing the cai^e of his. 
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fatber^s emotioiu neithiBr dared lie to inquire. In turning tbe 
iLnife, he discoyered these words etched on the handle : ** Johanna 
Dorothea Stilling.** Be gave a loud shriek, aud fainted. WIN 
liam had heard him pronounce the name and give the shriek ; 
he seated himself by his side, and shook hiin, that he might 
recover. While he was tlius engaged^ all grief forsook him> 
peace and joy filled his breast^ he folded his son in his arms, 
and pressed him to his bosom with indescribable sensa- 
tions. He felt, that he qould call (Grod his friend, his ecstatic 
joy i*aised him, as it were^ to the sanctuary of heav«n; he al- 
most imagined, he beheld his beloved Dorothy among the 
angels of God. Meanwhile Henry recovered, and found him- 
self locked in his father's embrace* Sensations, never felt be- 
fore, filled bis heart at this discovery, for he could not remem- 
ber, that his father had evef before taken him in his arms. 
"Father! do you love me?" was the first question, his lips 
were able to utter. Hitherto he had known his father only 
as an austere man, whom he ought to* reverence and fear. — - 
Seeing himself now unexpectedly in his embrace, and bis 
countenance beaming with paternal affection, he began to be- 
lieve, that his severe father also loved him. When therefore 
William replied, while his^head rested on the bossom of his son, 
"Yes, my child, I love you !" Henry was nigh fainting a se- 
cond time, being overcome by his feelings^ but his father sud- 
denly arose, and placed him oa his feet. ^^Come," said Wil- 
liam, '4et us take a walk/^ They looked for the knife, but 
it was not to be found, it had probably fallen among the ruins. 
After a long but vain search, which grieved Henry more than 
his father, William conducted him from the place, and addi*es- 
sed him as follows: 

<*My son ! you are now almost nearly nine years of age. 
I have instructed and educated you in the best manner I was 
able, and you have now sense enough, for me to reason with 
you. Tou will have to pass through various trials in this 
world, and I also am yet young. We cannot expect to spend 
our days in our chamber, we ought to hold -i^in converse with 
the world ; I shall keep school, us I formerly did, and you sliali 
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arcompany me as nvy scholar. Be diligent in all the branch^Sf 
which you feel an inclination to learn; the necessary books 
shall be ftirmshed yoii, but in order that you may be sure of 
gaining a livelihood, I shall teach you my trader If God should 
place you in another and a higher sphere of action, you will 
have reason to be thankful to him ; yon will not be despised for 
being my son, should you rise ever so high in the world/**— 
Henry was in raptures at this display of pai*ental confidence ; 
he became sensible for the first time, that he top was something 
in the world; He looked at his father with pleasu1*e» and said : 
*^l will do all you desire me to do.'' William rejrfied with « 
smile: "If you do so, you will be happy, provided you forget 
not God, but continue to regard him as your almighty heavenly 
Father, who can and will always protect and ''guard you against 
every evil." During conversations of this nature, they agfin 
reached their chamber. From that day, William was an alter- 
ed man, his lieart w^as enlarged, and his piety no longer pre- 
vented liirti fi^oni being 'social arid communicative. All, even 
tlie rudest, felt somcthingofa reverential awe in his presence, for 
his character had assumed an irresistible though mild serious- 
ness, through which a soul without guile was apparent. Fre- 
quently, when lie went from home, he permitted Henry to 
accompany him, to whom he was draw^ with new parental 
affection, since the occurrence with Dorothy^s knife, on which 
occasion he had discovered her character in his son, and in con- 
sequence of this discovery, his affections henceforth centered 
in him. 

A few Sundays after, William for tlie first time took bis 
ison to chuiTh. He was surprised at eyery thing he saw ; but 
when tlie organist commenced playing, his sensibility overpow- 
ered him, so that he almost fainted ; every soft harmony melted 
his heart, the flat notes brought tears into his eyes, and the quick 
Allegro made him start on his feet. Unskilful as the organist 
was, Henry believed him to be a peifect master of bis art, and 
he teased his father, till he permitted him after church, to go 
into the galleiy, to see the artist and his instrument His wisbes 
>were gratified, and the virtuoso played an Andante, to pleaso 
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hini^ which was probably the first time, that a peasant boy waa 
ao highly honored in the church of Elorenburg. On the same 
occaaiony Henry saw bis mothers^ grave for the first time. II<^ 
felt a great desire to look at her remains, but as this was rni- 
possible, he seated himself on the grave, gathered a few fall- 
flowers and other herbs, which gi'ew on it, fastened them in his 
buttonhole, and left the spot. His sensibility was not so much 
excited, as on finding the knife ; though he and his father slicd 
tears in abundance. The former incident had taken them by 
surprise, but the latter was an act of his own volition ; more- 
over, the effect of the church-music had not yet passed off. 

Father Stilling perceived with much satisfaction the fa- 
vorable change, which had taken place in his son ; William^s 
affection for Henry^ and his grand-son's rapid improvements^ 
fitted his soul with delight, and it seemed almost as if he had re- 
newed his age. One Monday morning, in the spring of the 
year, as he was about to go into the forest, to follow his usual oc- 
cupation, he desired lf?illiam, to permit his 3on, to accompany 
him. Henry was ovisrjoyed* when he obtained his father's con- 
sent. As they were walking up the Ciller, bis grandfatlier re- 
quested him^ to relate the tale of the beautiful Meltisina. ^*I like 
to hear such stories," said he, <^time passes away more pleasantly 
in attending to them, than it otherwise would." Henry related 
it, with indescribable delight, in all its details. Father Stilling 
appeared to be as much interested as Henry, and to believe it- 
true in all its circumstances. But this was indeed necessary, 
if he would not offend his grandson, who believed all these tales 
as firmly, as he did his Bible. The spot, Where Stilling was 
burning coals, was about nine miles from Tiefenbach, the road 
passing through one continued forest. To Henry, who idealized 
every thing, the whole and every part of it, appealed to be a 
paradise. Having arrived at the spot, wliich was situated on a 
high mountain, the collier's hut, covered with green soda, imme- 
diately caught his eye ; he entered, and was delighted with the 
couch of moss, and the fireplace between two rough stones.-^ 
WhHe his grandfather was at work, Henry i*oved about iit 
the woods, taking a view of Ike beauties of nature ; every thing 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



44 

was neVr to him, and inexpressibly charming. One evenings 
as they were sitting before the hut» at sun set^ Henry said : 
^^Grandfather ! when I read in books, that the heroes of 
the tales were able to count their ancestors so far back, a desire 
arises in me likewise^ to know, what my ancestors have been ; 
who knows, but we derive our origin from some prince or great 
lord. My mothers' forefathers have all been ministers, but I 
am unacquainted with yours; I will write them all down, if you 
will communicate them to me." Father Stillii^ replied with a 
smile : **We do not derive our origin from any prince, but that 
is of little consequence, and you ought not to wish it. AH your 
forefather have been honest piou» people; there are few princes, 
who can say as much for themselves. I«et this be your greatest 
honor in the world, that your grandfather, great-grandfather 
and j;heir fathers, have all been men,, who, though without any 
command beyond the thi*eshhold of their own house, have been 
beloved and honored by all, who were acquainted with them. 
None of them ever married dishonorably, or entered into an 
unlawful connection with any woman ; none of them ever covet- 
ed his neighbor's property, and all died beloved and respected 
at a good old age." Here Henry interrupted his grandfather, 
•'I may therefore hope," said he, "to find all my forefathers in 
heaven?" "Yes," replied father Stilling, "so- you will ; our fa- 
mily Is flourishing there. My dear grandson, keep the occur* 
rence of this evening indelibly fixed in your mind; in the world 
to come you will find our family ranked among the higher clas- 
ses; do ym not forfeit that claim to superiority. The blessing 
of our family shall rest upon you, as long as you are pious ; 
should you become wicked, and despise your parents, we will 
deny you before the throne of God." Henry replied, with eyes 
bathed in tears : "Be not uneasy, grandfather, I will bo pious^ 
and I rejoice, that my name is Stilling. But please, tell me^ 
what you know pf my forefathers." Father Stilling related : 
"The name of my great-grandfathei^'s father was UUi Stilling, 
he was born about the year 1500. From (dd .documents I have 
learned, that he came toTiefenbach and married Hannes Stah* 
ler's daughter about isao ; he bad emigrated from Switzerlandy 
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where he had been acquainted witli Zwiiiglius. He was a piou« 
mao) and posessed of such extraordinary bodily strength, that 
he re-captured his cows from the hands of four robbera. His 
son^ Rinehart StiUingy bora in 1536, was my great-grandfather. 
He was a quiety inoffensive man, taking delight ' in the p'erform- 
ance of acts of neighborly kindness. In his fiftieth year, he mar* 
ried ayoung wife, by whom he had many children, among whom 
was a son, Henry, born to him in the sixtieth year of his life, 
who was my grandfather. He was born in 1596, reached the 
one hundred and first year of his age, hence I can just re- 
member him* This Henry was an active man ; he purchased 
horses, and followed teaming, to Brunswick, Brabant and 
Saxony. He had generally from twenty to thirty other teams 
in company, acting a^ their conductor and leader. In those 
days, robberies were frequently committed, and few public 
houses were in existence, therefore the carters were obliged, to 
carry arms and provisions wltlr them« In the evening they 
(dacedthe carts in a close circle, forming an enclosure around 
the men and horses. After foddering time, grandfather would call 
out : "To prayci's, neighbors !" whereupon all assembled, and 
Henry Stilling offered up a prayer to the father of mercies. One 
of the men kept watch, while the others slept tinder their carts. 
At one time, when my grandfather himself was on guard, about 
eleven o'clock at night, he heard several horses approaching 
in full trot. They were then in the cotmtry of Hessia, encamp- 
ed on a meadow to the number of twenty six strong men. He 
quietly alarmed them, and every one took post behind his cai-t, 
with gun loaded and cocked. Henry Stilling, aPber having 
commended himself and his company to the protection of God in 
a silent prayer, mounted his cart, to reconnoitre the enemy. Tliei-e 
was just light enough to discern objects near him, as the 
moon was just setting. He skw about twenty men on horse- 
back in the act of dismounting, and softly marching towards the 
carts. Having observed their movements, he hid himself again 
behind the cart, th^ the robbers might not discover him, while 
he attentively watched their proceedings. They went all round 
the inclosure^ to look for an entrance, and when they found none 
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began to puH at the carts. When Stilling saw this, he gave the 
order : <<In the name of God ! fire !'' Six of the robbers fell, the 
restf being frightened, withdrew to some distance, and consulted 
together. The carters all loaded for a second fire ; this beings 
done. Stilling said : '^Attention ! if they approach a second tiine» 
givefire — ''however, they did not make another attempt, but gal- 
loped off. At daybreak, the carters having harnessed their 
horses, continued the journey, every one carrying his loaded 
gun in the hand, and the sword under his arm — ready for self- 
defence. Stilling drove his team in front of tke line» In the fore- 
uocmatroop of horsemen came towards them. Stilling exclaimed : 
<<£very man behind his cart! Guns cocked!" The horsemen stopp- 
ed; their captain rode alone and unai'med towards the carters, call- 
ing out : <*Leader ! come forward !'' My grandfather came from 
behind the cart, equipped as mentioned before. <<We come as 
friends,*' said the man on horseback. Henry Stilling was still 
suspicious, and ventured not to stir from the spot The horse- 
man dismounted, offered him his hand, in token of friendship, 
and asked : "Were you not attacked last night by robbers ?** 
*»Yes," replied my grandfather, "not far from Hirshfeld, in a 
meadow." "We have been in pursuit of them," said the stranger, 
««and amved at the meadow, when tliey made off, alter you had 
killed some of their number. You are a brave set of fellows !'' 
Stilling asked : "Who are you, sir ?" The stranger answered : 
"1 am count Witgenstein, I'll leave ten of my men with you for 
a guard, for I have people enough witli me in yonder forest/' 
Stilling accepted this offer, and agreed with the count, to pay 
him yearly a stipulated sum, provided, he would always see hiinr 
and his company safe through He^ssia. My gi*andfather married 
at twenty-two years of age, and in his twenty -fourth, that 
is, in the year 1620, had a son, Uannes Stilling, who was my 
father. He led a secluded life, took care of his farm, and en- 
deavored to serve his God. He lived through the whole of the 
thirty years war, and was frequently almost reduced to beggary 
by its ravages. He had ten children, of whom I am the young- 
est; I was born in 16B0. By the gi-ace of God, 1 have enjoyed 
peace during my life, and have cleared my estiite fi-om all debts. 
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Mj fatlier died in 1724, in the one kundred and fotirtli jear of 
his age» and it fell to my lot, to nurse him. He was buried by 
tiie side of his foi*efathers» in the church-yard at Florenburg/' 

Henry Stilling had listened to this narrative with the closest 
attention. When tite grandfather had finished, he said: <<Prais- 
ed be God, that I have been blessed with such forefathers ! I 
shall carefully record ail you have told me, lest I should forget 
it Noblemen call their forefathers, their ancestors; so will I 
call mine/' The old man replied to this observation of his 
grandson only by a significant smile. 

Next day, after their return to Tiefenbach, Henry wrote all 
be had heard of his ancestors, on the blank leaves of a writing, 
book. 

While I am writing these occurrences of my childhood, tears 
start into my eyes. Whither have you fled, ye happy moments? 
Why doth nothing but your recollection abide with man? 
If the soul is ennobled, there exists no meanness of birth ! 
Let my tears, inform every pious heart, since my lips can- 
not pronounce it to all, how noble that man is, who is ac- 
quainted with God his Fatlier, and enjoys his gifts in their full- 
ness! 



CHAPTER V. 

Henry Stilling was the joy and hope of his family, for though 
John Stilling had a son, much older than Henry, who frequently 
visitecl his grandparents, yet no one entertained gi*eat ex- 
pectations of him, and he was generally treated with indiiTerence. 
This was strange indeed — for Eberhard Stilling was by no 
means a partial father. — But why do I detain the reader with 
these triflen. Who can avoid loving one more than another ?'' 

Parson Stoibine knew, that something might be made of the 
hoy> provided the pi-oper means were used. He therefore pro- 
posed to William, and to grandfather Stilling, that they should send 
him to a latin school. We have a very good one at Florenburgf 
send him thither, he said, it will not cost much. While the par- 
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son made this proposition, 'Father Stilling was seated at the ta- 
ble chewing a splinter, as lie was wont to do, when a subject 
of importance was to be considered. William had laid his thim- 
ble on the table and sat with folded arms in deep meditation. 
Mai*garet sat with clasped hands, twisting her thumbs, her 
eyes fixed upon the door, and likewise meditating. Henry 
was seated in a little chair, his flannel cap in his hand, he had 
no troubled thoughts, but his little heart was beating in joyous 
expectation of the issue of the confei-ence. Stolbine was seated 
in an arm chair, one of his hands rested on the knob of his 
staff, the other placed a kimbo, waiting for an answer to his 
proposition. After a long silence father Stilling said: 

"Well William, it is your child, what do you think of it ?'* 

**Father, I do not know, whether I can go through witli the 
expense.'' 

•*Is that your greatest care, William ? Ought not the first 
question to be, whether it \fi likely, that your latin scholar will 
giTC you any satisfaction ?*' 

** What satisfaction ! !'* said the pastor, "get away with your 
satisfaction ! The question is here, whether you want to have a 
clever (fellow made of the boy or not. If you want him to be a 
clever fellow, he must learn latin, if he does not, he may remain 
a lubber as " 

"As his parents,*' said father Stilling. 

** I believe, you want to jeer me," replied the minister. 

**By no means," replied Eberhard, "for your own father 
was a woolen draper, and knew no latin, and yet people say, he 
was a fine man, though I never bought cloth of him. My dear 
Mr. Stolbine, a christian loves God and his neighbor, he acts 
righteously, and is afraid of nobody, he is diligent, provides for 
himself and his family. Tell me, Mr. Stolbine, for what pur- 
pose does he* do all this ? " 

**I verily believe, you want to catechise me, Stilling ! Be 
rcsi^ectful, and mind with whom you are talking. — He does it, 
because it is right and equitable, that he should do it." 

"Be not angry if I contradict you; he doe.s it, that he may 
have satisfaction both in time and in eternity." 
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"Nonsense ! he may after all go to hell." 

"What do you say ? go to hell with love to God and his 
neighbor in his heart ?" 

"Yes, I say, if lie has not true faith in Christ.*' 

"To be sure, that is a matter of course, for no one can lore 
God and his neighbor, who has not true faith in God and h\% 
word. But answer me, William ! what do you think of the bu- 
8iness ?'• 

"My opinion is, if I knew, how to meet the expense, I 
would take good care, that the boy should not be spoiled by his 
latin; he should make buttons between times, and assist me in 
sowing, till we see, what God will make of him.'' 

"I have nothing to say against it, William," said father 
Stilling, that is my opinion too. The boy has a fine head for 
learning, let him learn, what he can and will, give him sufficient 
time for it, but not too much, else he will become idle, and read 
not a great deal either; but if he is kept close at the trade, so 
that he fairly longs after his book, then give him an hour to him- 
self for reading, and that's enough. Only take care, tliJit ho 
learns his trade well, that will always give him a living till he 
can use his latin, and become a gentleman." 

"Yes, yes, — ^becomes a gentleman !" grumbled Stolhine, 
"he shall he no gentleman, he shall be a village schoolmaster, 
and for that, it is a good thing to know a little latin. Ye peasants 
suppose it to be an easy matter, to become a gentleman. You 
plant ambition and pride in the hearts of your children, though 
you know, these come from the evil one." 

At these words father Stilling's eyes brightened, he rose 
like a little giant, shook his honorable grey head and said: What 
is ambition, Mr. Stolhine ? 

Stolhine jumped up, exclaiming: "Again a question? I need 
not answer you, but you ought to answer me. Be attentive in 
church, there you \i ill hear, what pride and ambition are. I 
don't know how that is, churchwarden ! you have become very 
proud of late, you used to he a modest man !" 

'*As you take it, proud or not proud. I am a human be- 
ing ; I have loved God, and have served him, I have given to 
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mankind their due, I liaTe educaUd nij eltildrei^ I have been 
faithrii]; I know, that Gpd has forgiven mc mysins^ am now 
old, my end is approaching, though I am perfectly well, I know^ 
I must soon die, and I rejoice in the prospect of setting out on 
my great journey. Allow me tq be pvouc), because I have the ex- 
pectation of dying in the midst of grown up and pious children/* 
**One doth not ridp booted and, spurred into Heaven !'' said 
the parson. 

Ah ! my Grandfather will pull them off ere he dies/' said 
ittle Henry. 

All burst out into a laugh, Stolbinc not excepted, 
Margaret put an end to the conference by proposing, to 
give Henry in the morning a hearty breakfast, put a piece 
of bread and butter in his pockety for his dinner, in th^ evening 
he might again have a good sapper at home. The, boy might 
therefore go early in the morning to Flore.nburg and returp in 
the evening. — 

This proposition was adopted and Stolbine started for hqiw. 
About that time a great change took place in Stilling's family; 
the elder daughter married andjeft home, and Eberhard with 
his Margaret, William, Mary and Henry remained its inmate^. 
E.berhard resolved, to give up his collier business, and to con- 
fine himself to his farm. The village school at Tje/enb^ch was. 
at that time vacant, and every inhabitant had his eye fixed on 
AVilliam as schoolmaster. He was offered the birth and ac- 
cepted it, though with some uneasiness of conscience, because duty 
compelled him to quit his solitary life, and mingle again with the. 
great world. The good man was not aware, that the grief fop 
the loss of his Dorothy had been the only cause of his becon^- 
ing an hermit, and that, as soon as it should become less poig- 
nant, he would again feel a desire, to hold converse with men, 
and enter into business. His views were very different on that 
subject. He feared, that he was about to lose the holy desire 
of serving God, and therefore accepted the office with treml^ling. 
He filled it however with zeal and faithfulness, and gradiiaUj 
began tQ think, that it could not be displeasing to God, 
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if Ve Irnfpi^Ved Iiis talents, by endeavouring to serve liin 
liefghbor. 

Henry, in' the meantime, attofiiFed the latin sdiool. TIiw 
reiSider may easily imagine from what haif) been naid, tiiat his 
whoI« conduct di^ftered much from that of otlier scholars. Hitherto 
fce had known nothing of any part of the woii^, beyond father 
fi^ling^d house and orchard, neither liad he been accustomed t^ 
^ee inuch company ; his language was therefore uncommon, and 
few understood him ; he found no recreation in juvenile plays, 
in which other boys take great delight ; he saw his school-com- 
]panions engaged in tfttm, witFiout taking the least notice of their 
^polrts. Tlie teacher, whose name was Weiland, perceived hij» 
genius ahd grfeat application, and when he observed, that me- 
VnoHzing was a task too difllcillt for Henry, he suffered him to 
'choose his own hletliod of learning Latin, which he found very ad- 
vantageous to himself. He would take, for instance, a latin sen- 
tence, look for the words in the Lexicon, and having found, what 
part of speech each was, he wiuld turn to his grammar, observ- 
ing, under what rules, or exceptions to rules, the words be- 
longed, &c. In this manner, his mind found nourishment at that 
early stage of his progress in the best latin authors, and he soon 
(earned to read, understand and write that language wit!i loler- 
able accuracy. But the library of Mr. Weiland was the great- 
est source of satisfaction to him; he had received pennissiiDU, to 
take out any of the books and read tliem. This library con- 
sisted bf a considerable number of authors, among whom were 
thefollowing: **Reineke Fox,*' with very neat cuts; "the Emperor 
Octavianus, with his wife and childi^en/' -the delightful story of 
the four Haymon's children ;** "Peter and Magclonc;"^ "the beauti- 
ful Melusina,'* and finally, the excellent talc of Uannes Clavert. 
M^hen school was over in the ifterhbon, Uenry went home to 
Tiefenbach, reading one or the other of tltese tales by the way. 
His road led him through green iiieildows, woods and groves, up 
and down hill, and the beadtiful landscapes, by which he was 
Continually surrounded, made a deep and solemn impression upon 
his susceptible heart. In the evening, tlic five housemates, so 
much endeared to each other, met, and communicated to each 
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otiier tlidr mutual feelings, and Henry related his tales, in which 
all became much interested, Margaret not excepted. Wil- 
liam, strict as he was in religious observances, used to read 
them, when he was performing his pilgrimages to the old castle. 
Whenever Henry accompanied him, he would watch his father 
with his eyes, as he was reading, and when he observed, that he 
Jiad come to a favorite part of the narrative, he was enraptured^ 
when he saw, that his father's sentiments sympathized with 
his own. 

In the mean time, Henry made satisfactory progress in the 
latin school, at least so far, as being able to read and understand 
latin prose authors, to talk and write latin, are deserving of that 
name. But Pastor Stolbine demanded more. Henry having 
been about a year at latin school, parson Stolbine took it into 
his head, to examine him. From the window of his study, 
he saw Henry standing in front of the schoolhousc ; he whistled, 
and Henry flew in haste to the parson. 

"Are you a diligent scholar ?^* 

**Yes, your Reverence.'^ 

"How many verba anomala are there ?'* 

"That I don't know." 

"What ? clown ! don't know it ? Have a good mind to box 
you — Sum — possum, — well, go on !*' 

"I have not learnt that." 

"Magdalene ! call the schoolmaster.*' 

The schoolmaster came, and stood in the door, with his hat 
under the arm. 

**Pray, sir ! what does tliis boy learn ?" 

The schoolmaster humbly replied : "Latin, your Re* 
vcrence.'* 

**What kind of Latin is that ? you good for nothing fellow ! 
lie don't know, how many Verba anomala there are !" 

**Don't you know that, Henry ?" 

"No," replied the boy, "I don't know it." 

The schoolmaster asked him : "Henry, what species of verba 
are Volo and Malo ?" 

"Thcv are Verba anomala.'* 
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**What are For and Volo ?" 

"Verba anomala/' 

"Your Reverence/' said the achoohnaster to Stolbine, "in 
tUis way, the boy knows all the verbs." 

Stolbine replied : <<But he shall also commit all the rules — 
that's what I want — go home now.*' 

Both. "Yes, your Reverence." 

Fi*om that time, Henry committed with little ti-ouble all 
these rules, but he very soon forgot them again. However, 
enough has been said of Stilling's learning the latin language. 

About this time, father Stilling remitted much of his austere 
parental authority, and became more kind in the treatment of 
his family ; he kept Henry, who was now eleven years of age, 
frequently from school, being fond of the child's company, while 
he attended to his farming business; spoke often with him liow 
necessary it is for every man, to preserve integrity and rectitude 
through life ; recommended to him the reading of good books, 
especially of the Bible, and likewise the writings of Luther, 
Calvin, Oecolampadius and Bucerus. One morning early, fa- 
ther Stilling, Mary and Henry, went together in the forest to 
pi-epare firewood. Margaret had put up some thickened milk, 
bread and butter in a basket, which Mary carried, leading the 
way ; Henry followed, relating with great delight the story 
of the four Haymon's children, while father Stilling slowly came 
after them, according to his custom, supported by his axehan- 
die, listening with great attention to tlie story, the child was re- 
lating. At length they arrived at a green plain, in a remote 
part of the forest, with an excellent well at one end of it. "Let 
us tarry here,^' said father Stilling, seating himself on the green 
turf. Mary took the basket from her head, and seated herself 
by the side of her father. But Henry again saw in his imagi- 
nation the Egyptian desert, in which he would fain have made 
an Antonius; soon after he discovered the well of Melusina, 
i and wished, he were Raymond; then again both ideas united in 
[ one pious romantic fiction, which gave him an opportunity per- 
fectly to enjoy the beauty and excellency of tliis solitary land- 
scape. After a while father Stilling rose and said ; "Children, 
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remain here, while I walk about hikht %yresty t6 look for 
some dry wood. I shall call from time to iKiile, ^rtd you must 
iMii^er me, that I Uaay hot lose ihy way/* — ^Heriry lind Marjr 
enjoyed themselves in the n^ean tittte by rdafihg storieis of night- 
errantry to e^th other. 

While they wei-e thus engaged. Father StilliAg whistled. 
Mary and Henry answered with: H'eigh I Holla ! After a little 
ilrhile he came to them, his coutiteriahce was beaming with dheer- 
firinesi^, as if he had found some ;gi^eat tr^a^ure^ iiow ^lid th'eii 
be wouhl mnite, stand still -and shAke his head, looking at one 
flpot, then he wotiM !fold his hands and smile again. Mary and 
Hetiry looked with astonishment at him, but Ventured no't t6 
Qiekf what was t!re matter-, foi* he Was in the habit of laiigftiiig 
to hiitigelfv But Stilling^s heArt was overiaowihgr, he could hot 
refrain from tellit^gv what be had heard and ^eeii; he therefore 
look ^ seat : as be was cmbtnehciiig his nah-ati\'ie, his eyed 
filled With teat's ; Mary ahd Heht-y (observed it^ Mi Wei'e forth- 
with syml»atbetically aflTected. 

*« After I had left yoii,''said he^'^*! went deeperjiiito the forest^ 
and was amazed, to see all at once a light before me, as bright, 
as when the suh rises in the mbrhing. I thougfit^ what can this 
mean ? Ther^ stands the sun in the heaveiis, can thi^ light yon- 
der be another Sun ? This is something very curious, I niiist 
go and see it As I approach^d^ I beheld sLn e^ten.^ite ^lain 
befoi'e me, extending as far as my eye could reach. I never s±^ 
a light equally cMrining, the aii- was filled with fbagranbe, a 
refreshing coolness was wjifled across it, dnd the whole Sceiie 
baffled all destHption. The light, which slionb over this ^iaifa^ wad 
so bright, that the light of the siin would be a cobiparatlve night. 
Thousands of splendid castles were glittering in its rays^ 

the one close to the other. Castles O I can't describe 

them to you, as bright as if they had been constructed of pol- 
ished silver. Gardens, groves and bMoks wei-e visiblcj stattei-fed 
through the plain— O Gbi ! hbw delightful ! Not far from liifc 
was an extensive splendid building. From its prihtipal gate, a 
beautiful female came towards me; artd at her iiejti*er approach I 
fcwnd, it was Dorothy !— At these wbrds of Father Stilling, his 
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li^ll^n^ ^;^el) as lums^f b^gan t(^ spb^.an^ fqr sinne ti»c he 
was unable to proceed. Hcinry mean, white bursf forthi i» thif^ 
excIaniSit^pn.! *^0: my. m()(;hfir! my dear mother !"t—Aft<jr the 
emotion, bad somewhat subsided^ the grandfather contimied: '^Shi» 
aildr^$.e(),i^e ifijthe sftine friendly. acccntPf which, sp fi^^qqentl]^ 
hf^dstolQii npiy lipart in for^ner tifn^s : *<Father, yopdor is oui; 
everlasting habitation, you will soon be among us" ! — I Ipqkedf. 
^^ liiehold ! all; ws^*i for,est round s^bout me, the splendid, vision 
had fled. Children,! I.sh^U soon die« s^nd I reypice at th^ prp9r. 
pfict of my approaching departurje friom this wpfl^!*' Henry 
could nptceasie making inquiries abputtlie appoarianceof his mo* 
ther, bow she was dressed and so forth. — During the day they. 
Qiiislied tlic^ir work»^ all; the wj^ilei conversing aho|^tthis occur- 
rence. But Father Stilling appeared from that time to bci no 
i^^ora at hom^ any where. 

A^ 0I4 family customt which, a^.n^any othctrs; I b?,ve not 
mei\tipnedi wa^, th^t father Stilling ai^ head of th^ fawly, yearly. 
that^,d: p^i't oC the^ ropf of, the cottage anewj, t^ custpip, wjucb 
hjB. 1^ obi^^i,*ve4 for foi*ty-c|ght years ; and the time wa* 
a|)]^rc^hing9 tb^ttbi^ labor should ags^ii^ be perfipnned. Michel- 
mas was that appointed tin^e,. and it >yas so i|ea,r, that father 9^tiU 
ling. co|Dmei^:ed n(ia(&ing the necessary preparfitions. He.nry was 
d€istine4 jto assist his grandfatlier in th^t bH^ine3s; the latiii schot^: 
wa9 i^ consequ^ce put oflf for a we«k. Margaret s^i^d Mary held 
dfiily. consultations together in the kitchen, in what .manner theyv 
might prevent their father jTroin performing this dangeroiv? bu3i,9esf9* 
Filially t|iey, respjv^d, to represent the matter, seriously, tp ,14m* 
apd entreat hi^i to employ some on^ else to . p,e]H^rm.that Ia)^r* 
<<I don't know, how it ^happens, E)bert,^* s^id Margaret«.s^ she 
l^id h^r left han^ upon hL? shoMlder, ypu begin to fail very, much! 
Do ypu feel any change.? 

"Why wf. get older every day, Mfirgaret P 

**Law, yes, old and stiff.'* 

"Yes, to bf^ sure,'* said Mary, fetching a der.*p» sigh, 

<<Grandf&ther i^ quite strong yet for. his age," observed 
H^nry* 
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««Yes, my boy/* replied father Stilling, "I think, I could 
still beat you in running up the ladder.*' 

Henry laughed, and Margaret, seeing she could not effect 
her purpose in that way, attempted another method. "Yes, yes,'* 
said she, <*it is a peculiar providential favor, that you are so 
well at such an advanced age; I believe, you never have been sick 
all your life time, Ebert ?" 

<<Never in my life — I do not know, what sickness is, for 
with the small pox and meascls I was not sick at all.'* 

"But I think, father," observed Mary, "You have had 
several heavy falls ; if 1 remember right, you told us so your- 
self.*' 

"Yes, I came three times very near losing my life from 
falls.** 

"And ihe fourth time,** interrupted Margaret, "you'll kill 
yourself, I know it. You have lately had a vision, and one of 
our neighbor women has earnestly requested me, not to let you 
go on the roof, for she had heard a falling noise and groaning 
in the road, close to our house, as she was milking her cows in 
the evening. I beg you, Ebert, let somebody else thatch the 
roof, there is no necessity, that you should do it." 

**Margaret, may not I or some one else have a misfortune 
in the street ? It is true, I have seen a vision, and our neighbor 
may have heard such a noise ; but can men escape from what 
God has ordered respecting them? If he has decreed, that I shall 
end my life here in the street, how can I, shortsighted creature, 
avoid it? Or if I shall fall dead from the roof, can I preserve 
myself? Suppose, I stay away from.it, may I not to day 
or to morrow, stumble, fall and break my neck in the street, at 
unloading wood ? — Margaret, leave me in peace ; I shall conti- 
nue to pursue my business in the manner, I have hitherto done ; 
wherever my hour overtakes me, there I shall bid it weU 
come." 

Margaret and Mary spoke yet one thing and another, but 
he did not regard what they said ; talked with Henry about the 
manner of thatching, and the good women, seeing that all their 
attempts were vain, dropt the subject. The next morning the 
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wJiole &mily rose very early ;. father Stilling mounted the roof^ 
and while he sang his usual morning hymn^ loosened the old 
straw, and threw it down; which work he finished that 
day^ and the next put on the new thatch ; in one word, the 
work of thatching was almost completed without any accident. 
One thing remained yet to be done, which wasy to place fresh 
sods of turf on the ridge of the roof; but this paiH; of the business 
required no haste; and a week elapsed^ before he thought of put- 
ting the last finishing hand to the work. The next Wednesday 
mwDingy Eberhard rose unusually early, and went from one cham- 
ber of the house to the other, as if he were in quest of something. 
The family watched him with much uneasiness. To their 
qjuestion, what he wanted, he replied : **l want nothing. I feel 
perfectly well ; but at the same time I am uneasy, and, as it 
were, a stranger in my own house. Margaret proposed, tliat 
he and Henry should visit John Stilling at Lichtenhausen. 
This- he consented to do, as soon as he should have placed the 
sods, on the ridge of the roof. Margaret and Mary were not 
at all pleased with this idea. During dinner, they begged him 
Qoce more, to hire some one else to finish the work. But the 
good old man gave a sovereign smile, and replied : '^I think of 
getting on the cherry tree, and once more enjoy the sweet 
fruit of the labor of my younger years." His wife and daugh- 
ter were surprised, and feared the consequences, for he had not 
climbed a tree these ten years ; but he walked into the yard, and 
Henry followed him as a faithful companion. He reached the 
top of the tree without difficulty, seated himself on one of its 
branches, and ate heartily of the cherries, throwing now and 
then a small bunch to Henry. After a while Margaret and 
Mary came likewise. <<Mary," said the honest woman, '4ift 
me up a little, that I can lay hold of one of the lower limbs, I 
must try, whether I am yet able to climb." She was successful 
in her attempt. Stilling looked down with a hearty laugh, and 
said : '^This I call being renewed as the eagle." It was a pleas- 
ing sight, to behold grandfather and grandmother seated on the 
cherry tree, eating in their old age once more the fruit of their 
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youthful labor; and father Stilling seemed to enjoy it, for he 
was peculiarly cheerful. After some time, Margaret and Mary 
came down, and went into the garden, which was a considerable 
distance from the house, bjelow the hamlet When they had been 
absent about one hour, Eberhard likewise left the tree, fetch'd 
an iron hook for the purpose of pealing sods, and went with it 
to the upper end of the yard near the forest, while Henry re- 
mained seated under the cherry tree. After a while grandfather 
returned with a large piece of sod hanging about his head ; as 
he passed Henry, he stooped down to him, and said in a very 
serious tone: *«Look, what a sleepy head!" These words startled 
Henry, so that he trembled; he remained, however, where he was, 
cutting a small piece of wood with the penknife. In the mean 
time, father Stilling mounted the roof with, the sods. While 
Henry's eyes are fixed on his piece of wood, he hears a noise- 
looks up — all becomes black as night before his eyes. — There lay 
the dearly beloved man stretched out at fuH length under a load 
of laddei-s, the hands were folded over his breast, the eyes fixed, 
the teeth shattering, and all the limbs shaking as those of a per- 
son in a violent paroxysm of ague. Henry threw in haste the 
ladders from his body, and ran down the hamlet without hardly 
knowing, what he did, holding his arms stretched out for help, 
and filling the whole valley with his plaintive cries. When Mary 
heard the first sounds of the well known voice of her beloved boy, 
she gave a loud shriek, and wrung her hands, while she hasten- 
ed up the valley. Margaret followed her as fast as she could ; 
with her hands stretched forward, her eyes gazing wildly aboat; 
and a convulsive shriek uttered from time to time, gave some 
ease to her compressed heart. Mary and Henry arrived 
first at the mournful scene ; father Stilling lay still in his former 
position, with his mouth and eyes closed, his hands folded over 
the breast, his respiration strong and slow, as that of a sound 
person in a deep sleep, and no bruises were perceptible. Mary, 
in a flood of tears, exclaimed : "My father ! o my dear father P* 
Heniy sat down at his feet, sobbed and cried. In this state of 
nfTairs, Margaret arrived, knelt by his side, lifted his head from 
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tbe groioidy calling Um by name, with her mouth cloae to his 
ear, bat there iitas no sign of recognition ; she wept not, nor had 
she in the least lost her presence of mind. Meanwhile, some 
neighbors had arrived to lend their aid; for father Stilling was. 
nniveraally beloved. Margaret entered the house, preparied a 
Jow bed, on which the neighbors laid him : she then undres- 
sed and covered him. Henry was sent to Florenburg after a^ 
surgeon, who arrived in the evenings examined the patient and 
bled hira, but declai*ed, thaty though no bones were broken, there 
was not the least hope of recovery, and that death must ensue 
within three days, because his brain was injured and very much 
shattered. 

Stilling's children were now sent for, and the next morning 
all six arrived, mourning at the expected loss of their father. — 
On Friday morning, Catharine observed, that her fathei^'s re- 
spiration was intermitting. She exclaimed in a plaintive voice : ^ 
•*My father is dying !'' All the children leaned their faces down 
upon the bed, weeping and sobbing. Father Stilling every minute 
gave a deep groan ; not a limb of his body stirred, except the 
lower jawy which seemed to move a little forward at every groan. 
Now tlie last moment approached; the body stretched itself, a 
shriek was heard, and father Stilling had departed. Margaret 
took bold of her departed husband's right hand, pressed it and 
said : '^Farewell, Eberhard, in heaven we shall see each other 
again/' At these words, her fortitude forsook her; she sunk 
down by his bedside, giving vent to her grief by tears and la- 
mentations. After some time the neighbors came in, washed and 
dressed the corpse, aftpr the relations had left the room. He 
lay on the bier till next Monday, and was then carried to the 
churchyard at Florenburg, From what has hitherto been re- 
lated concemig pastor Stolbine, he must have appeared to the 
reader only as an eccentric and headstrong man ; but ex- 
cepting his irritability, he had a tender feeling heart. — 
When Stilling was lowered into the grave, he burst into 
a flood of tears, and in the pulpit he repeatedly broke out 
into this exclamation : *^I am sorry for ttiee^ my brotfier Jo- 
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nathan, would to God, I had died for (keel Tbe text for lik 
funeral sermon was : ^^Wdl, tiiou good $ervafUy iecause thou 
hast been faithfvl wet a few things^ I will tMke thee rukr 
over many things^ enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.*^-^ 

Shoidd ever any of my readers come to Florenburg^ ia^* 
tiier Stilling sleeps opposite tbe churchdoor^ in {the most elerat* 
ed part of the grave-yard. 
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HENRY STILililNG. 



SECOND BOOK. 



fl^tnvn Sbtillinfi un u ^utfi. 



CHAPTER L 

Father Stilling bad departed to the peacefal habitations 
of his ancestors, and a deathlike silence prevailed in his boose. 
For better than one hundred years, every axe, every milk pailf 
SB well as every other piece of furniture, bad been kept in its 
destined place, [which bad become smooth and polished from 
long usage. Neighbors and fri^ds always found every thing 
in the customary order, a circumstance, which creates confix 
dence. As soon as you entered the door, you felt yourself at 
home. But now all was deathlike silence, song and mirth 
bad ceased, grandfather's place at the table was vacant; and 
no one ventured to take it, till at length Henry seated himsdf in 
it, though he hardly half filled it Margaret mourned, witbont 
making any loud complaints, but Henry frequently conversed 
with her about bis grandfather. He represented heaven to him- 
self as a charming country of forests, meadows and fields, as they 
blosom and flourish in the month of May, when the Zephira blow, 
and the warm rays of the sun bring animation and growth into 
every being. His imagination represented father Stilling to his 
mind in the midst of that delightful scenery, his brow encircled 
with a halo, and clad in garments of the purest whiteness. All 
the alliisions which he made, as to the present state and situa- 
tion of bis grandfather, were in conformity to that idea. When 
Margaret for instance asked him ; <<Henry, wliat do you think, 
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your grandfather is doing 7^' he answered^ **he is no doubt tra- 
vdling to Orion, to Sirius, to the Plough and the Seven Stars^ 
viewing all the wonders of creation, and then he will say as he 
often did when yet in our midst : <<0 ! what a wonderful God !'^ 
«<But I shall have no delight in these tilings, what shall I do 
there 2" replied Margaret <<You'll do, as Mary did,'*said Hen- 

• ry, <<who sat at Jesus' feef In such conversation, they often 
renewed the remembrance of 'their departed friend and father. 

Family affairs could not i*emain for any length of time in 
the state they then were; therefore the aged mother requested, 
that her son-in-law Simon might move in the house, who had for , 
some time previous to the death of grandfather lived on a rented 
farm, some distance from home. He arrived with his family and 
furniture, and took possession of the paternal estate; forthwith 
every thing was changed, and the house enlarged. Simon had 
not room enough, he was no Stilling, — and the oaken table full of 
blessing and hospitality, the good old table, was exchanged 46r 
one of yellow maple, full of drawers, provided with strong locks; 
the old table was thrown in the garret, behind the chimney. 
Henry visited it sometimes, lay down by its side and wept. <<Si- 
mon found him one day in that position, and asked him, what 
he was doing there ? who answered : <'I weep for the table I** 
Bis uncle laughing i*eplied: <<Tou have indeed reason, to weep for 
an old oak board !'' Henry answered rather hastily: ^*This joint, 
that foot, and these ornaments about the joint my grandfather 
made; any person, who loved him, would not break them.'' Simon 

« replied in an angry tone : <<It was not large enough for me, and 
where should I have left my own ?'* "Uncle," said Henry, "yo« 
ought to have put yours here, till grandmother were dead, and 
her children should have left the house. 

But, all this was of no avail, the mild breathing of Stilling's 
spirit was exchanged for a noisy desire after wealth. Marga- 
ret felt it, and so did her children; she therefore withdrew into a 
corner behind the stove, where she spent her remaining years; 
she became blind, which however did not prevent her from spin- 
ning flax by way of pastime. 
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Father Bfflling has departed, and I sitall now foHow hte 
grandson, the young Henry, step by step: of other things, jier- 
taining to the family, I shall only mention, that John Stilling Was 
assessor and surveyor; William schoolmaster; Mary had hired 
herself as a servant to her sister Elistfbcth, the other daughters 
were married and had left the house* 



CHAPTER II. 

William had reserved a chamber in his father's house, where 
he and Henry slept. Under the window wss a table with his 
tools; for when school was over, he worked at his trade. Barlyy 
every morning, Henry took his school bag, immediately after 
breakfast, in which he kept the history of the four Haymon's 
children, or some other similar book, and a shep'herd^s flute, and 
started for Florenburg; as soon as he had reached the open fields^ 
he either took his book out, to read whUe he was walking, or he 
played some old romances or other tunes on his flute. It was 
not difficult for him, to learn the latin language, and he had saf- 
cient leisure to read those tales, in which he so much de- 
lighted. During summer, he came home every evening, but 
during winter, he saw his paternal chamber only once a week, 
on every Saturday evening, returning Monday morning to 
school. Four years passed away in this manner; however 
during the last summer he was much at home, assisting his fa- 
ther in his trade. The road to Florenburg, and the school itself, 
afforded him many happy hours. The teacher was a mild and 
reasonable man, who understood, how to maintain his authority, 
without harshness. After they had dined. Stilling generally col- 
lected a number of children round him^and went with them in the 
fields or to some brook, relating to them sentimental tales, & when 
be had finished, others would take their turn in narrating. One 
day when a number of children wei*e collected in a meadow, one 
of the boys began: '^Children, to day I can tell you a very inter- 
resting story. Next door to our house lives old Fiiihling; yoo 
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si^t and hearing are almost gone, nor has he any teeth to cbew^ 
hm victuals. When he sat at the table, shaking and trembling,, 
be woidd spill a great deal and soil the table-cloth* His son and 
danghter-in^aw became disgusted with it, and sent old grand-* 
father in a corner behind the stove to eat his victuals; thej gave 
him something or other in an earthen dish, and that not suffi- 
cient; I myself have seen him eat, he looked so wishful at the 
table, and his eyes filled with tears. The day before yesterday 
he broke his dish. The youi^g wife scolded him severely, he 
made no reply, merely gave a "deep sigh. They bought him a 
small wooden dish for a few farthings^ and ye^rday noon he 
had to eat for the first time out of it While the family were' 
ealing their diniier, Peter, young Fruhiing's little son, about 
fciir and a half years of age, brought some ends of boards into the. 
voom. His father asked htm: *<Peter! what are you about thero!^ 
<^," answered thechild, ^^I'm only fixing a trough for father and 
motfier to eat out of, when I shall be grown up* The young, 
couple looked at each other for a while, but soon burst intoi 
tears, arose from the table, led their grandfather to a seat, anA 
invited him, to eat with them. All the children expressed th«ir 
satisfactikHi, with the story,, by a general rise from their seats^ by 
dapping of hands^ by laughing and exclaiming: <Hhat was well* 
dime!^' «Dtd little Peter do so?'' <'Tes,'' replied the rdator, <a 
stood by, when he did it.'^ But Stilling could not laugh, he stood 
looking on the ground; the 6t<M*y had pierced his very soul, at 
length he said, <<that should have hf^pened to my grandfather !. 
I verfly believe, he would have risen from his seat, woidd have^ 
gone into* one comer of the roomr and exclaimed? O Lord 
God! strengthen me I pray thee, that I may be avenged 
of these Philistines ! and then would have taken hold of the cor- 
ner post with all his might, and crushed the house to pieces !'*^ 
^'Softly, Softly, Stilling!'' said one of the larger boys, 
<<that would have been rather too rash of your grandfather." 
««True'' said Henry, <«but only think of the ti*eatment,oldFruhling 
had received; reflect, how often he doubtless had his son when a 
cWd^ on his knees and given him the best he had;, it would not 
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My if tmAer these circtitnstances a serere jirfg^etit of Qod bttd 
befaHen the young couple. 

Thus time passed away, until it was necessary, he should 
leave the school, and assist his fi&lber at bis trade. This was 
a severe trial for him; his mind was wholly engaged in books, he 
ini^ned always, he had not sdflicient time for reading, therefore he 
entertained a strong desire of becoming a scSoolmaster, which 
in his opinion was the highest place of honor, he ever expected 
fo attain. The idea of becoming a minister, was quite beyond 
his hope. But when he sometimes raised his thoughts to the 
polpit, and represented to himself, how happy a man must be, 
who can spend his whole life among books, his heart was elaied 
With joy, and he thouglit : "God has surely given me this desire 
for some good purpose, he will guide me, and I will follow him.'* 
This enthusiastic love for the profession, induced him frequently to 
play the parson; he would gather the neighbor's children round 
him, hang an apron about his shoulders, put a paper collar roumf 
hk neck, mount a chair with the back before him, and com- 
mence preaching in a style, which amazed hts little auditors; 
and this sport was the only one, in Vfhkh he ever indulged. 
Once it happened, as he was declaiming with all his might, and 
pourtraying hell to his hearers in the most glowing colours, that 
parson Stolbine unexpectedly entered the exhibition room : it 
was not often he smiled, but at that sight he could not altogether 
suppress it. Henry felt no inclination for laughing, he stood on 
his chair like a statue, as pale as the wall; his hearers placed 
themselves with folded hands against the wall, at the sight of 
the formidable Mr. Stolbine. Henry now and then gave a timid 
glance at him, fearing, he would raise his cane and strike him, 
for this was his practice, when he saw children at play. How- 
ever he did not do it then, and after having enjoyed the scene 
for a moment, only said: "Get down there, and stand yonder, 
and throw that foolish dress away !** Henry willingly obeyed, 
and Stolbine said: "I believe you have the parson in your head?*' 
"I have no moneys to attend the university.'* 
"YoQ shall be no parson but a schoolmaster." 
**l am willing to obey your Reverence ! but if God should 

I 
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desire me to be a .miniAter, or some other learned man, shall 
I say» No ! I will remain schoolmaster, because Mr. Stolbine 
will have it so ?^ 

"Hold your tongue, you good for nothing fellow, do'nt you 
know, to whom you speak?'' 

He then catechised all. the children, in which he was 
peculiar gifted. At his next visit, he endeavored to persuade 
William, to let his son study, and promised, to assist him; 
but this mountain was too steep to ascend. Henry in the 
meantime was doomed to pass through a severe trial on 
accoimt of his situation; he had a great desire to keep 
»:hool, for this one reason, that he might get rid of the tai- 
lors trade, and be enabled to read as much as he wished; for 
he believed himself, that the routine of teaching children, would 
be an unpleasant task; mean while he endeavored, to make his 
.present inode of living as comfortable as possible. The study 
of the mathematical sciences was his favorite occupation, and in 
leisure momeiits, he amused himself by reading old tales 
and stories of knighterrantry* He was particularly pleas- 
ed with the art of making sun-dials; the corner of the room in 
which he was sowing, was comically adorned according to his 
own taste; every pane of glass in the window was a sun-dial; a 
square piece of wood in the form of a cube, covered with paper, 
was placed against the window; on five sides of the cube he had 
drawn sun-dials, the hands of which were broken needles; the 
ceiling was likewise adorned with a sun-dial, which received its 
light from a piece of looking glass in the window; an astronomi- 
rjil ring, of whalebone was suspended by a thread before the win- 
dow, which served him for a watch, when he went abroad. 
He likewise understood the principles of plain Geometry, was a 
good penman and so well acquainted with common Arithmetic^ 
as to pass a rigid examination in these branches, though he 
was but twelve years old, and an appi'entice to the tailor^s trade* 
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CHAPTER III. 

Henry was now attending the catechetical instructions of 
Mr. Stolbine, a task easy in itself, though connected with 8onie 
difficulties in his particular situation: for the parson, who always 
had his eye upon him, generally discovered 8<iiuething about hb 
person, which he did not like; for instance: when he came into 
church or the catechisation room, in company with the other boys, 
he was always the first, and likewise kept the first place, wliich 
Mr. Stolbine did not like, for he was a great admirer of humil- 
ity in others. At one time he addressed him thus: "Why are 
you always the first ?** 

Stilling answered: <<If learning is in question, I do not like 
to be :the last. 

** Why, you good for nothing fellow, don't yfeu know how to 
bold a middle course between last and first?'' 

Stilling would fain have given him a suitable answer, but 
was afraid to excite the parson's ire. — Stolbine took a turn 
up and down the room, and when he came again to Henry, said 
with a smile: "Siilling ! what means this ? medium tenuere 
beati ?*' 

"That means: Whoever holds a middle course in every 
respect, is happy,'' but I think it would be moi-e suitable to say: 
plerique medium tenentes, sunt damnati. (^Most people who hold 
a middle course, are unhappy.') 

Mr. Stolbine was startled,looked at him and said: "My lad ! 
I tell you, you shall liave the right to stand a-]iead, for you have 
answered well indeed." But from that time Stilling never went 
a-head, lest he should excite the ill will of the other boys, and 
I cannot say, whether this conduct proceeded from cowardice, or 
from true humility. Mr. Stolbine asked him again; "Why don't 
you take your place ?'' Henry replied: "Whosoever humbleth 
himself, shall be exalted; and — "Hold your tongue,*^* 'ex( laimed 
the parson, **you are an impeitinent fellow." 

Matters proceeded in this way till Easter in the yfear irss, 
when Henry Stilling was fourteen and a half years of age; a 
fortnight before that time, parson Stolbine called Stilling into 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



68 

his study and said: ^'Stitling! I would like to make a good, honest 
fellow of you, but you mast be plouR, and obedient to me your 
buperior ; at Easter I shall confirm you with some otbei^ who 
are older than you, and afterwards I vill see, if I cannot obtain 
a schoolmaster's birth for you.'* Stilling was overcome wifii 
joy; he thanked Mr. Btolbine and promised obedience, which 
pleased the old man very much, who dismissed him in peace, and 
faithfully kept his word: for on Easterday Stilling was confirmed, 
and immediately afterwards was appointed schoolmaster at ZelU 
berg, which office he was to assume by the first of May. The 
inhabitants of Zellberg had been very anxious to obtain, him far 
their schoolmaster, for his good name had spread far and wide. 
StMling's satisfaction was great on this occasion, seeing he had 
reached the acme of his wishes; scarcely could he wait for 
the day, appoii(ted for entering upon the duties of his oftce^ 

Zellberg is situated nearly on the highest point of the Oil- 
ier, the road from Tiefenbach to Zellberg passes through the 
forest, straight up the mountain. When the tmveUer has reach- 
ed the summit, he beholds an extensive plain before him; at his 
right hand a foi*est of aged oak and beech trees, extending to- 
wards the East, whose venerable tops tower towards heaven; «t 
the termination of the forest rises a bushy hill, called the Hanges- 
berg,the highest land of allWestphalia. The distance fromTiefeii'* 
bach to the summit of that height, is two miles and a half all the 
way up hill. On your left you have a fertile tract of land, whieh 
tiward the north rises up into a well cultivated hill called St. 
Anthony ^s church. At the foot of this hill is a farm house with 
its barns,stables and other out-buildings. Towards the north-east, 
the plain descends into a delightful meadow, which winds along 
among bushes and hills; between the meadow andtheHangesberg, 
^ an old wood-road passes tlirough the bushes, along the side of 
the mountain, losing itself finally in the sombre shades of the 
foi-est. Having passed the highest part of the mountain, the 
hamlet of Zellberg presents itself to view: it is situated at the 
head of a brook. Which as it Winds its way through meadows, in- 
creases to a river, and falls into the Fulda not far from Cassel. 
The situation of ttiat hamlet is delightful, especially are the lat^ 
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tifir part of spring, snmmer^ and the commenoement of fttttumn 
charming seasons at Zellberg; bnt the howling of the storni^ 
the sBowbaiiks drifted in and about the village tn winter, change 
this paradise into a Norwegian landscape. Such was tlie 
Mtitation of the place, where Stilling was to make the first trial 
of his abilities. 

In the small villages and hamlets of that part of the country^ 
school is only kept on Fridays and Saturdays, from the first of 
May until the tenth of November; f Martinmas JiinA this was like* 
wise the ctistom at Zellberg. Stilling arrived there usually at 
sunrise on Friday morning, and returned home oa Sunday 
evening. This walk was indescribably delightful to him-*— - 
eapecially, when he had reached the height of ground before swn- 
rise, with the extensive plain before him; and beheld the gla<« 
rious orb rising in majesty at a distance from between the 
bnsliy bills, a light breeze, preceding the approach of the 
kkig of day, played with his locks, his heart melted into tender 
fiaelings, he thought himself transplanted into the spiritual world, 
enjoying a vision of angels as Jacob did at Mahanaim; turn* 
ing ronnd in this ecstacy of joy, he beheld Tiefenbach low in the 
valley, still wrapt in the shades of night. At his left a high pro» 
jecting rock called <Hhe heated stone'' lay stretched along the 
declivities of the Oilier; at his right hand, close by, were the 
raina of Geisenberg castle. All the scenes, which had occ4irred 
therr- between his fatlier and departed mother, and between his 
fiitber and himself, passed as so many beautiful pictures before 
his mind, he stood gazing, lost in rapturous sensation. Then he 
would cast his eye upon the distant piH)spect; forty-eight nules to« 
wards the South he spied theFaunus or Feldberg near Frankfort^ 
thirty-two or thirty -six miles to the West, he beheld the Seven 
mountains near the Rhine and a long row of hills of minor dimen- 
sions; towards the noi'thwest a high mountain, whose towering 
t^ was almost even with the Giller, shut the prospect into the 
theatre of his future activity from Stilling's eyes. This was the 
spot, on which he frequently lingered for an hour, scarcely 
knowing where he was, his mind was whcJIy engaged in prayer. 
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imd iits heart was filled with peace, and luve towards that Aimigli- 
tj Being, who had formed all these beauties of nature. 

Sometimes he wished he were a prince, to be able to build a 
city in these delightful regions; and forthwith his imagination 
had created it; at St. Anthony^s church was his residence, on 
the Hangesberg his imagination presented to him the fort 
built for the protection of the city, its name was Heinrichsberg, 
but he could not exactly agree with himself as to the name of 
the city, yet he thought "Stillingen'* sounded host in his ear. 
When, full of these princely projects, he liad reached the height 
of Hangesberg, he beheld Zellberg, and found he was pi*o tem- 
pore nothing but schoolmaster in that hamlet, and well satisfied 
with his calling, because it afforded him leisure to gratify his in- 
satiable thirst for reading. 

There lived at Zellberg at that time a Mr. Creger, a fores- 
ter by profession, a man of an open and honorable character^ who 
had two sons, whom he wished to give a good education. He 
hud been an intimate friend of Eberhard Stilling, and therefore 
loved likewise his children. He was particularly pleased 
with Henry as schoolmaster in his village, and offered to 
board him. . Stilting accepted this offer with the greatest plea- 
sure, for Mr. Creger possessed a fine library; and having 
been a customer of his father, he was better acquainted with 
his family, than with any other in Zellberg. As soon as 
he was settled in some measure, he examined Mr. Creger's 
library. Having opened a large folio volume, he found it 
to contain a translation of Homer into German verse. He 
jumped for joy, kissed the book, pressed it to his heaii; and ask- 
ed Mr.Creger's permission to peruse it, which being granted, he 
took it into the schoolhousc, locked it up in a drawer, and read in 
it, as often as he enjoyed a leisure moment His latin teacher 
had frequently spoken about Homer, when Stilling i*ead Virgil 
at school, and he would have been exceeding glad at that time, 
could he have found an opportunity to i*ead that work, now it 
presented itself, and he was determined to profit by it as much 
as possible. ^ 
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Scarcely ever since it3 existence^ has this poem been read 
with deeper interest and with greater rapture. Hector was his 
favorite hero ; he did not like Achilles^ and Agamemnon still less ; 
in short, he favored the Trojans, though he despised Paris and 
Helen, principally, because he always stayedat home^thoiigli 
he was tiie solo cause of the war. None shared his pity more 
tlian aged Priam. The imagery and delineations of charac-* 
ters and things, drawn by Homer, were so much in harmony 
witli liis own taste, that he could scarcely refrain from shouting 
aloud at the discovery of their complete adaptation and fitness 
and that would have been the most suitable time for him to read 
Ossian. 

This high wrought sensibility was however not the efffect of 
the poem alone ; the beautiful scenery of the country, in which 
he read it for the first time, exercised its full share in producing 
these sensations. Let the reader represent to himself a youn^ 
man, enthusiastically sentimental, whose taste bad been formeil 
by nature, not by fashion, living without care or trouble, satisfied 
with his situation, and susceptible of pleasures of that kind — such 
a^mind reads Homer in the midst of one of tlie most delightful 
landscapes in the world, and that early in the morning. Let tho 
reailer represent to himself Stilling seated before one of the east* 
ern windows of his schoolhouse, built along the southern declivity 
of the Hangesberg ; a grove of birch trees, planted in oldea 
times on the green turf, surrounded the house, whose snow 
'^white trunks formed a pleasing contrast, both with the green 
color of the grass, and the still darker leaves of the trees, con- 
tinually agitated by the wind. In front of his window was an ex-^ 
tensive meadow, terminated by hills and mountains overgrowa 
with bushes and forests. Towards the south, somewhat lower 
down, was the village of Zellberg, on its southern extremity a 
meadow, from whicJi fertile fields were gradually rising, termia*^ 
ated at a distance by a forest. Towards west, close by, wastho 
lofty Giller, with its thousands of venerable oaks. Among tliis 
scenery. Stilling read Homer in the months of May and June,* 
when the whole northern hemisphere is arrayed in its most beaiite* 
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•us gmtt^f and enlte in the fi^wer and gMdnetd oi itn Ci^ator 
Md Preserver. 

The inhabitmnts of Zellberg were a good-hearted people, 
children of najture, who bad always tales of knigbterrantrj at 
hand, so that their schoolmaster found himsdf in that respect 
Mkewisettfansferred into his very eleoimt 



CHAPTER IV. 

Henry's method of teaching was peculiar, and so regnlated, 
as to give him leisure for his own studies. In the morning he 
kad prayers with the children, and afterwards catechised them 
in the principles of Christianity, witbont any text^book, accord- 
ing to his own system ; then he made each of them read a piece; 
that being done» he exhorted them to learn tlie catechism^ pro-> 
misiDg ta relate interesting stories, provided they knew their les- 
sons ; during that time he set copies for the scholars, made tliem 
read once more, and then related, till he had exhausted all the 
dtiNries be ever had read, either in the Emperor Octavianus, the 
beauti&l Melusina, or other books ; even the destruction of the 
royal city of Troy was not passed by. Suck was the method he 
invariably pnrsned. The children applied themselves with un- 
common zeal to their lessons, because they wished to hear some 
new story as soon as possible. Whenever they were disobedient 
or negligent, the schoolmaster related nothing, but read for him- 
adf. By this method of teaching, the a-b-c-scholars and flie 
spelling-class were the ofdy losers ; that portion of the duties of 
Ms office was too irksome for Stilling. On Sunday mornings, 
the children gathered around their teacher, who mai*ched with 
then to Florenburg, in order to attend preaching, relating stories 
all the way, and after sermon they went home in the same order. 
The inhabitants of the village were pleased with Stilling; they 
observed, that their children were learning, without being fre-^ 
^pentiy punished, several also were fond of hearing the tales, 
wUch tfafe ehiMren again related at home. Mr. Creger was par- 
ticularly attached to him, for he could talk with him about Pa-* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



n 

nu»lsiis^wh«se^<worbi te possessed a German tntnslatioii^ being 
a j^reat admirer of all men, whom he imagiiied to have been in 
possfSBion of the philosepher's stone. 

However, this imradisical life was but of short duration.-^ 
Pastor SMbine and Mr. Creger were bitter enemieB. When 
Stilling had been several weeks at Zellberg, Mr. Stolbine came 
to visit his new schoolmaster. He arrived about nine o'clock in 
the morning ; fortunately Btilling was neither reading nor i-elat*- 
ingk But the parson had heard already^ that Stilling was boanti* 
ing with Creger, and looked quite angry when be entered. 

<«What are yon doing with them dates kere T'* was Us iirdt 
question. 

^<l'ha children receive instraction in Arithraetkt'* wnn 
StflKng's reply. 

**l suppose/' said Stolbine, <*that is the case | but who oin. 
dered you, to give that instruction 7" 

Henry did not know, what he should say ; with an air erf 
astonishment he looked the parson full in the face, and replied 
with a smile : <<He, M;ho ordered me, to teach the children ready- 
ing, writing «id the catechism, has likewise ordered me to in-* 
atnict them in Arithmetk;." 

<*Toii — 1 had almost spoken a hard word! — Teach them first 
tte necessary branches, and when they understand them, it wiH 
be time enough, to teach them Arithmetic." 

Stilling was on the point of bursting into tears, according 
lo his custom, while othet*s give vent to their feelings by harsh 
and angry expressions ; however, there is a case, in which At 
too can become very angry — either when he is ridicaled, or 
when any thing serious or important is placed in a ridiculous 
ligU: <*Mr. Stolbine !" was his reply, <<what shall I do ? Tha 
pefqde here wish me to instruct their children in Arithmetic, an4 
your Reverence forbids it ! Whom shall I obey ?" **l have to 
give orders in school affairs, and not your peasants !" said Stol* 
kine, and with these words he left the room. 

Stilling immediately ordered ail the slates to be taken dowa» 
and to be laid in a heap under the bench, behind the stove. At* 
ter school, he related the affair to one of the elders of the church, 
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and 9akeA his ndvice. The man replied with a smile : '<The 
parson has undoubtedlj been in an ill humor, put your slates 
away, so that he doth not see them, should he come again ; 
^ut continue to instruct the children as you have done hereto- 
fore.'^ He also told the circumstance to Creger, who said* he 
believed, the evil one had taken possession of Stolbine, and ac- 
cording to his opinion, the girls should now receive instructioa 
in Arithmetic too, at least his children should learn it before all 
^ther things, and his two boys should receive instruction in 
Geometry. 

Thus affairs stood during the summer, but no oftie suspected^ 
what would happen in autumn. A fortnight before Martins- 
-day, one of tlte elders came into the school house, and announced 
to Stilling in the name of the minister, that he was to leave the 
school on Martins-day, and return to his father. This was quite 
unexpected, both by teacher and scholars, who were mutually at- 
tached to each other. Creger, and the rest of the Zellbei^rs, were 
enraged, and almost swore, the parson should not take thear 
schoolmaster away. But William Stilling, though, he was by no 
means pleased, thought it advisable, to take his son home, lest op- 
position to Mr. Stolbine's wishes, might be an obstacle to Hen- 
ry's future promotion. On Sunday afternoon before Martina- 
day, the good schoolmaster put his clothes and books in a bag* 
slung it over his shoulders, and left Zellberg, accompanied by 
all his scholars. Many tears were shed on both sides, for Stil- 
ling was grieved, that the pleasant season^ which he had spent 
at Zellberg, should so soon have ended« The whole western 
aky seemed to bear a gloomy aspect ; an immense black cloud 
covered thesun« while he walked through the dark forest down 
the GiUer. On Monday morning his father again set him to 
work. But the tailor's trade was now the more annoying to 
him, since he had tasted the sweets of another mode of life. 
His only enjoyment was, to arrange his sun-dials, and relate the 
siege and taking of Troy to his grandmother, who was much 
pleased with it, because she recollected, that her deceased hiis- 
baad had been very fond of such narratives* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



75 



CHAPTER V. 

Troubles and suflTerings were the daily companions of Hen- 
ry Stillini^ iu his present situation. He firmly believed, that bm 
was not destined for this trade, and felt a sort of shame, when- 
ever a person of distinction entered the room, and found him en- 
gaged at the needle. After he had been a few weeks with his 
father, parson Stolbine met Uncle Simon in the road : <^Well/' 
exclaimed Stolbine, ^<what is William Stilling's son doing?? 
**He works at his trade.** «That*s the very thing I wanted,? 
said Stolbine, and went his way. When Simon came home, he 
told William what the minister had said. Though Henry felt 
unpleasant at this declaration of Mr. Stolbine, yet it was som« 
comfort to him, to observe, that his father was highly displeased 
with the minister's interference in this business. -'And it is my 
will/' said he, vehemently throwing down the needle, 'Hhat he 
shall keep school, as soon as I can find an opportunity for him.*' 
Simon replied : **l would have left him at Zellberg, the minister 
might have been put down, I suppose.*' <<It might have been 
done, I acknowledge,*^ said William, ''but then he would have 
been always my enemy, and 1 would liave seen no peaceable day 
in all my lifetime — it is better to bear things with patience, than 
to live always in contention.** "For my part,** continued Si<> 
mon, ''I care nothing at all for the parson, should he trouble 
himself much about my concerns, I would teach him manners !** 
William was silent — but thought it easier t<} threaten, than to 
perform. 

An opportunity of being released fmm the drudgery of the 
trade soon presented itself; for a fortnight before Christmas, a 
lettei' arrived from Mr. Steifman at Dorlingen, in the county of 
Mark* inviting Stilling, to engage himself as private tutor to his 
children. Tlie conditions were, to instnict Mr. Stcif man*s cbil* 
dren from New-year till Easter, for which he would board Stil?. 
ling and pay him five rix-dollars wages, but he should be obliged 
also to give instruction to as many children of the neighboring 
farmers, as might be sent, and whose tuition-money Mr. Steif- 
man was to draw. Stiiling's family held a consultation on the con- 
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tentfl of this letter, and though Margaret and Marj were decid- 
edly against accepting the proposition, yet William's opinion 
in favor of the measure, fitmlly prevailed. Henry bdng asked, 
if be were willing to go, answered : <*Yes, I am, and I wish I 
were there already !" His father therefoi*e returned an answer to 
the letter, and the conditions were accepted. Dortingen Is twen^ 
ty-seven miles from Tiefenbach.. The last morning came---tbo 
whole family was deeply affected, and though William appeared 
at irst indifferent towards Henry, yet, at the moment of separa* 
tion« his parental heart could not suppress its emotion. Henry too 
felt much at parting with his friends* In passing through Licbt- 
hausen, he paid bis uncle John a visit, who gave him much goo4 
advice. The country, through which he had to pass, bore a me- 
lancholy aspect at that season of the year, and left no agreeaUs- 
fanpression on his mind. If the situation of Dorlingen, thougbt 
he, be similar to this landscape, I can never like it. He travels- 
led in company with some teamsters, who came from that place* 
Tliey had not proceeded far, when he perceived, that they wer# 
making repeated remarks respecting him ; for as he did not 
eonve/rse much with them, and appeared reserved, they looked 
npan him as a blockhead, whom they might make the butt of th^^ 
coarse wit with impunity. But Henry so<m gave them to un- 
derstand^ that he was the new schoolmaster of their place, and 
for their children's sake, they left him in peace* At nine o'dock 
in the morning, they arrived at Dorlingen. Steifman viewed 
him from head to foot, and so did his wife and the whole family* 
Steifman was a \ery rich man ; he owned several farms, « 
large stock of cattle, a steel manufactoi*y, wbich was very pro- 
fitable, besides a large sum of money at interest. Mrs. St«lf* 
man was his second wife ; she appeared to be a good*natured 
woman, whom her husband frequently entertained with the 
enumeration of the excellent qualities of his former wife. HI9 
temper was not very irritable ; he never said a great deal, but 
what he said was sarcastic, and generally calculated, to offend 
some one pi-csent« In the beginnings he conversed occasionally 
with his new schoolmaster, but was not pleased with him. Mr. 
Steifman understood nothing of what was interesting to StiUiny f 
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and on the other band. Stilling: did not cohiprehend Mr. Steif« 
man. Thereft>re both were silent in each othera presence. 

The next Monday morning school commenced. Steif man's three 
bojs came first— by and by eighteen other strappinj^ fellows made 
their apfiearance, who, when compared with Stilling, w^ei-e as so 
many Fatagonians to one Frenchman. Ten or a dozen girls of 
the same calibre, found their way likewise to the school-room, 
ind seated themselves behind the table. Stilling did not exactly 
know, how to deal with this kind of people ; he was afraid of 
their savage looks ; however, he attempted the usual school-me- 
thod, prayed and sung with them, and made them read, and learn 
the catechism. This course he regularly pursued for about a 
fertmght, bttt then he came to a complete stand. One or th^i 
6ifter of his Cosack-like scholars attempted to vex his teacher. 
Stilling was not sparing of the rod, but with so little success^ 
that after he was tired with beating the broad and strong back^ 
flie scholar burst into a lond laugh, and the teacher wept. 
This was fine fun for Mr. Steifman ; whenever he heard a noise, 
be stept in the door, in order to enjoy the confusion.' 

This behavior completely destroyed the usefulness of Stil- 
ling in that place. The school resembled a polish Diet, every 
one acted as he pleased. While the poor schoolmaster wag 
tbim experiencing every kind of vexation during school-hours, he 
Hkewise had not a moment of enjoyment, when school was out. 
There were scarcely any books in the house ; at last he found 
C large folio Bible with many cuts, which he careful examin- 
ed, thoagb he had perused the Bible before. In the family no 
one liked him — all looked u|)on him as a simple, foolish boy ; 
for he did not understand their low, ironical and ambiguous 
speeches 5 his answers were always in conformity with the 
plain sense of the words, he thought they bore, and he endea- 
vored to gain the good will of othci*s by an obliging manner, 
which was in this place the right way to become the butt 
of aU. 

Once a circumstance happened, which nearly had cost him 
his life, if the bountiful father of men had not In merry pre- 
forved hiiu. It was his duty to make every morning iii:<e in the 
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8cbfK>I-rooin. One day, not finding fuel in the usaal place, be 
wrnt into the smoke-house, where the dry wood was kept. — 
The thrashing-floor was adjoining the kitchen, and a stair-way 
went from the floor to the smoke-house. Six men were employ- 
ed in thrashing. Henry ran up stairs, opened the door, from 
which a cloud of smoke issued. He left the door open, and 
quickly laid hold of a few pieces of wood ; in the mean time 
the thrashern bolted the door on the outside. Poor Stilling was 
now in utter darkness ; the smoke was so suifocating, that be 
lost all presence of mind, and could not find the door. In bis 
agony ho jumped against the wait, and lukily hit the door ; it 
burst open, and he fell headlong down stairs gn the floor, where 
he lay senseless for some time. When he recovered, the thrash- 
el's with Mrc Steifman were standing around him, immoderately 
laugliing. "Thed — ^1 himself would laugh at this,*' said Steif- 
man. "Yes,** replied Stilling, "he dotli laugh, because he has 
found his equals.** With this answer Mr. Steifman was quite 
delighted, and he afterwards used to say, it had been the first and 
last witty word^ he had heard from his schoolmaster. 

Henry*s father was meanwhile more agreeably engaged at 
home. The wound of his heart, which the death of Dorothy bad 
occasioned, was healed; he still remembered her with teller af- 
fection, but no longer mourned; fourteen years had elapsed 
since her death; he had become less rigid in his mysticism, and 
conversed freely with bis neighbors, quite in the manner of fa- 
ther Stilling. He wished to keep house again, and to carry on 
farming in connection with his trade; he therefoi*c sought a wife, 
who, besides the necessary good qualities of In^alth and an amia- 
ble disposition, possessed also some property; and he soon found 
what he desired. There was a young widow, a pleasant, agreea- 
ble womaiiy with two children in Linedorf, about six miles from 
Tiefenbach towards the West. She consented to marry him, 
though he was lame. The marriage contract was made, the 
wedding day appointed, and Henry received a letter from hisi 
father, announcing his intended marriage and inviting him to 
the wedding in very affectionate terms. Henry read the letter, 
and so fluctuating were the feelings of his heart, that it was ne* 
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cessary for him to reflect on its contents, before he was able to 
4liscover his real sentiments on the occasion. Having taken a 
few turns up and down the room, he came to the following con- 
chision : **My own mother is in heaven, let the new one take her 
place, while I remain in this vale of teara; when I depart hence,! 
shall leave her, and seek the other. My father acts right — I will 
endeavor to love and please her, thus she will return my affection, 
and I shall be happy. Henry immediately informed Mr. Steifman 
of the invitation, and liaving obtained some money from him, set 
out forTiefenbach. His reception was highly gratifying; his father 
was delighted to sec him arrive with a smiling countenance, hav- 
ing entertained some fear, lest he should be dissatisfied with the 
-step ho had taken; he therefore embraced him, and bid him wel- 
come with paternal affection. 

"How do you do, dear father !'^ said Henry, "I congratu- 
late you with all my heart on your marriage, and rejoice in tlie 
prospect of comfort for your old age.'* 

William sunk upon a chair, held both his hands befoi*e his 
face and wept. At lefigth he said : **You know, I have saved 
about five hundred rix-dollars since your mother's death, lam 
now forty years old, and I might doubtless have saved a great 
deal more, which you now will lose, you would have been my 
only heir, had I remained a widower." 

"Father ! I may die, and so may you, or we both may live 
a long while, you may become feeble, and have not money e- 
nough for your own support. — But father! Doth my new mother 
resemble my depaKed mother P" 

William again covered his eyes with his hands, and said : 
«No! but she is a very fine woman.'' — "Very well," implied 
Henry, as he walked to the window to enjoy once more the 
romantic sceneiy, which thence presented itself to the eye. — 
There was no snow on the ground, and the prospect into the 
forest appeared to him so inviting, that he resolved, though it 
was in the last days of Februaiy, to take a walk thither. After 
be had gone a considei^ble distance from the village, he felt so 
^comfortable, that he forgot the whole world, and without know- 
ing it, arrived at the west-side of Geisenberg castle. Already 
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were its niiiiB visible between the tnmks of the trees* when he 
beard a noise among the brush-wood^ and looking towards that 
•pot, saw a girl, standing before him, >iith pale but very pleasant 
features, dressed in linsey, after the fashion of the country. 
Stilling's heart began to beat, but as it was still full daylight, he 
was not frightened, but asked her: <*Whence do you come ?" 
She answered : "From Tiefenbach/' This appeared singular, 
as she was a tot^l stranger to him. — "What is your name ?'*-r 
.**Dorothy !" — At this word Stilling gave a loud shriek and faint- 
ed away. The good girl did not know, what she should do, the 
young man was likewise a stranger to her; for she had come to 
Tiefenbach since New-year. She ran to him, knelt by his side 
and wept She was wondering, who he could be, especially be- 
cause his face and hands were more tender and his clothes better 
and neater made than those of the other young men in the vil- 
lage. The stranger pleased her. In the mean time Stilling 
gradually recovered, he saw the girl close by his side, rose up^ 
itnd inquired in an affectionate tone : "What are you doing 
here ?'' She answered in a similar manner: "I am gathering 
dry wood. Where do you live ?*' "I am William Stilling's son 
from Tiefenbach/' Then she told him, that she had come to 
Tiefenbach since New-year, and had hired out as maid in the 
village; Stilling on the other hand made her acquainted with his 
circumstances, and both were sorry, when they had to part from 
each other. Stilling walked towards the castle, and she contin- 
ued gathering wood; bnt so strong was the impression, which 
the girl had made on his mind, that two years elapsed, before he 
completely forgot her. When the sun was about s'^tting, he return- 
ed home, but said nothing of what had occurred; not so much from 
a propensity to secrecy, as from other causes. 

The next day he went with his father and other friends to 
Linedorf to the wedding. His step-mother received him very 
affectionately; he began to like her, and thought, she liked him 
also, which William observed with pleasure. Henry informed his 
parents, how unpleasantly he was situated at Dorlingen. The 
mother advised, he should not return tliither; but William said: 
**we have always kept our word, you ought not to fail this time ; 
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if others do not as tliey ought, they have to answer for it» but you 
must stay out your time,'* Henry was willing to adopt his father's 
advice, and started the next day for Dorlingen. But his scho- 
lars did not return, spring came on, and every one went to work 
in the field. Mr. Steifman employed Stilling in the meanest 
services about the house, so that he really earned his living by 
the sweat of his brow. On the second Easter-day, Stilling 
took leave of Dorlingen, and in the evening arrived at Linedorf, 
the new residence of his parents. 



CHAPTER VL 

Stilling was now again in his element, because he was able 
to obtain books, thougli he had to work hard at his trade. The 
first leisure moments after his return, he improved to fetch 
Hoiiier from Zellberg ; and wberever else he heard of a book, 
which he thought would be useful or interesting to him, he 
would spare no pains in obtaining, so that the shelf over the 
windows, where house-hold-goods had been stored, was soon 
completely filled with books. William liked to see it, but 
the books were sometimes in the way of his mother, who fre- 
quently asked him : <*Henry what will you do with all these 
books ?'* He often read during meal-times 5 his mother therefore 
shook her head and said : <^his is a strange boy !" Upon which 
William answered, smiling in Stilling's fashion : <<Margaret, 
let him go his own way !'* 

A few weeks afterwards the heavy farming work came on. 
William was under the necessity, either of employing his son, 
or hiring a man in his place^ which would not have pleased his 
wife ; this period therefore was the commencement of Stilling's 
severest sufferings, for though he was tall, and apparently 
strong, yet being unaccustomed from his youth, to this kind of 
work, he frequently thought, he must sink down with weari- 
ness and pain, as often as he handled the hoe or sy the ; but 
there was ho alternative, William was afraid of unpleasant 
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consequences in the i^ipiily, apd bis wife jielieyed, Hwry Nt^oul^ 
grafluaily accastotm himself to siich work. This ^ode of life 
became ipRi|pportab|e to hina, he was glad, if on ^ rainy d^y 
he could sit down to his needle and refresh his weai7.1|mbs> he 
often sighed under thisyoke^and freqjjQntly went to soUtary places, 
praying to his heavenly Father for relief fr(>ni tjiis tei:rib}e situ- 
ation. William suffered with hiin^ When he returi>ed frpip 
the field in the evening with swollen hands full of blisters, 
and trembling with weariness, his father sighed, and bqth longed 
for a change of circumstances, and particularly for a school ser- 
vice. At length such an opportunity offered, after a fatiguing 
and painful summer. At Michaelmas in the year 1756 lie re- 
ceived a call as schoolmii^ter at JIanedorf, where his father lived, 
and Stilling readily accepted it. Be boarded among his em- 
ployers, bMt had to assist his father in his business before and 
after school. In that way he gained no time, to prosecute bis 
own s^udies^ except during school-hours. William perceived it, 
and severely reprimanded bis son for niaking use of that tiiiie fi)r 
himself, which ought to have been devoted to the instruc^on of 
others. Stilling told hiip with a heavy heart : ^'Father, my in- 
clination is bent on studying, I cannot overcopie it, give fne 
some time for reading before find after school, and I promise you, 
I will take no book to school for self inforfnation.'* Wiltiaifi re- 
plied : <<It is a pity ! all you |eam, Ls not calculated to ipake 
you a living, and you are unfit for any thing else, wbicfi noight 
maintain you/' Stilling was grieved at his situation, for he did 
not like to keep school, unless he could gain tim^ for stuflying; 
he therefore wished to leave his father, to try his fortune else- 
where. 

The people at Linedorf were tolerably well satisfied with 
him, though they believed, their children might learn a little 
more, but his treatment of them, and his cojnversations gave 
universal satisfaction. Pastor Dahlhime, to whose parish Lipe- 
dorf belonged, loved him. J^e was a man, who reflected hquoi* 
on his office. Stilling was filled with surprise and admirationy 
when he for the fii^t time entered his Study. Dahlhime W£^>t 
that time eighty years of age : when Stilling arrived, he lay on 
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hb softly biif lAn^edi^telj^ aroa^d, as he entered, offered biiti his 
hand fuid'said: ^^E'x^use my lying on the sofk, schoolmaster, I am 
old, and my strength begins to fail mie:*' StIIHng respectfntly 
replied, ^^Mr. DaUlhihie, I am glad to keep school under your 
saperintendence. May God bless you in yoUr oM age." . '<I 
thank you, schoolmaster," replied the aged minister of God : 
<<The Lord be praised, that I am near the end of ntiy (Pilgrimage, 
and I am rejbiced to know, that my great Sabbath is approach- 
ing." When Stilling returned home, he could not refi'ain froih 
making tifis observation in his own mind : Mr. Dahlhfme is 
eitbei'areal Apostle, dr Mr. Stolbihe is a priest of Baal. Mr. 
Dablhime sometiities Visited the school at Liiiedorf, and though 
he did not always iihd^ every ihlii^ in the best order, he did not 
scold like Mr. Stolfiihe had done, but admonished StiHin'g in the 
jshdt aS&ctlonatb terms, to make suitable alterations; a mode of 
proceeditig, wViCh^ aihrays had the desired effect upon a mind 
like [^tifling^s. l^r. DahlUme's mild and affbctionate behavior 
win appeal' the ibbre sm^priding, if the reader is informed, that 
he Was naturally very irritable ; whiehf lu)wever manifested it- 
self only, when he had to contend with vice. In order to 
give the i^eader a' sj^cimen of his character, I shall relate a 
circdntetailee, Whith oecuVred; when' he was chaplain to the 
PKMe of R-*— . The tady of tibaie prince was an ex- 
cellent woman, and the mother of several chOdren; but not- 
\iillttstandihg this, he fell in fove With a oitizen^s daugh- 
tof ih his residence, With Whom he spent a comsiderable part of 
his time, to the great grief of his lady* Mr. Dahlhime's con- 
scienee wotild not permit bini, to suffer such conduct to pass un- 
noticed, he theribre preached against vices of that description ; 
the prii^ce soon perceived the intentions of his chaplain, came 
no more to church, but took every Sunday a ride to his country 
seaC^ or into bis park. One Lord's day Mr. Dablhime was ci'oss- 
ing the castie s<^uare, on his way to the chapel, just as the prince 
was stepping into the coach : he approached, and boldly asked 
him : "Whither does your Hi^ness tliink of going?" "What bu- 
siness have you to adc mc that question?'* was the reply. "I 
am deeply interested in it, answered DahHiime, as he proceeded 
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on to the chapeL Here be preached in the plainest terms 
against the vices and excesses of the great of this world, and 
pronounced one woe after the other against them. The liidy of 
the prince was in church: after sermon she invited him. to dine 
with tier: and expressed her concern at his liberty of siieech, 
fearful of evil consequences. In the meantime the prince rcturu- 
ed» but went immediately to his mistress in town, who unfortu- 
nately had been in chui*ch that day. Mr. Dahlfaime as well as 
the princess had seen her, and could therefore prognosticate, 
that a heavy storm was gathering over Dalilhime's head ; but he 
informed the princess, that unconcerned for his own fate he in- 
tended to see the prince, and tell him the truth to his face. 
When he entered, the prince cast an angry look at him, and 
asked him : <* What is your business here!" **l come to lay be- 
fore your Highness the blessing and the curse ; if you will not 
depart from your vicious life, the curse will fall upon yourself 
and your family, and your land strangers shall inherif The 
next day, be was deposed from his oflSce, and sent into exile. How- 
ever the prince had no peace of conscience; two years afterwards 
he recalled him witli honor, and presented him with tlie best pa- 
rish in bis gift. But Dafalhime's prophecy was accomplished ; 
and it is now better than forty years, since every branch of this 
princely family has been cut off. But I return again to the nar- 
ration of Stilling'slife. 

With all the good nature Stilling possessed, he could Hot 
prevent people from finding fault with his private studies during 
school-hours; this dissatisfaction gradually became general 
throughout the village, because they believed, their children were 
neglected]. It is true, the people had some reason for their suspi- 
cions, though upon the whole, he was not inattentive to the in- 
terests of his scholat*s. The peasants were amazed, at seeing so 
many strange figures in the schod-<windows, as his sun-dials ap- 
peared to be. They frequently stopt in the street, when they saw 
him looking through a piece of glass towards the sun. One would 
say : **Thi8 fellow is out of his senses;''another guessed, he was 
viewing the courses of the heavenly bodies; both were mistaken in 
their conjectures, for Stilling merely made use of a broken piece 
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of a winegfaMs to observe the bemitifiil colors, which the refrac- 
ted rays of the sun exhibited by means of it. — ^1 bus keeping 
school, wcHrking at tlie trade, and stolen reading-h(»urs, made the 
round of Still ing's occupations tlirougliout the greater part of 
tliat year, until a short time before Michaelmas he received a 
letter fi-om parson Goldman, offering him the large school at Pry- 
singen. This village is situated six miles to the South of Line- 
dorf, in an extensive and charming valley. Stilling rejoiced 
at the receipt of this letter^ and his father and mother were 
likewise gratified to see Henry's prospects brighten. He ex- 
pressed his thanks to Mr. Goldman, for bis kind recommenda- 
tion, and promised to be faithful in the discharge of his duties. 
Mr. Goldman was a distant relative of Stilling's deceased 
mother, which circumstance, together witli the general report of 
hjs abilities for such an office, had induced him, to projiose 
Stilling, as schoolmaster to the congregation at Prysingen. Im- 
mediately after Michaelmas he commenced his labors ; and Mn- 
cerely resolved to flilfiU the duties of his station with zeal and 
diligence, and to pursue his own studies only in leisure moments. 
He boarded in tlie house of a rich widow-lady, by the name of 
Smoll, who had two handsome and modest daughters, whose 
names were Maria and Anna. The former was twenty, the lat- 
ter eighteen years of age. The members of that family were 
much attached to each other, and favored Mrith every earthly 
Messing, they could desire. Being wealthy, they attended to no 
particulai' business, except the usual family work, and spent 
tlieir time in singing, playing on some musical instrument, and 
in other innocent amusements. Stilling, though himself fond of 
recreation at suitable times, was of opinion, that the continual 
round of pleasures, in which these ladies indulged, without any 
active employment of the mind, must necessarily create an in- 
ciirable ennui ; yet he was fond of their society, whenever he 
sought relaxation from studies. He had never yet seriously felt 
the passion of love, and being of opinion, that neither of the Miss 
Smoils' would man*y him, since he was but a tailor and school- 
master, he carefully suppressed every germ of love, which arose 
in his heart, especially towards Maria. Yet, what do I say of 
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sal^j^i'csBitig ! No one catf do it in lite ovhl sti^gtli or ^Wer ! — 
Sfilting's atigely who led hitii> tdrned off evtvy arrbW, Ctiat ^as 
shot at liini. But the two sistera thoug^it very different on' that 
sabject ; they liked the schocdm^tery Wild Was iii the bloom of 
youths full of vivacity, and very sentimental ; fbr though in gen^ 
eral he was* calm and sedate, there Were moments. When life and 
sentimentality shone forth from every cornier of hi^ heart, aikd aH 
were pteased and gratified in his company. On such occasions 
Mrs. SmoU' generally sat playing with her snuff-box, i^flectihg 
to What class of people the schooltkiaster belonged; He app^af - 
edl to' her to bb a cterer ^d pious yoiiVig ma^'; but a^ he seethed 
tartake only delight in obj^ts' not well quafified to procure hhh 
a'liviiig, she often said, Wlien'he had Mt the rooih : <'Poor fel- 
low ! what; witt become of hlVrt ?' "We d'^not knoW,*' llfurra re- 
pited; **but 1 believe, he'll yetb^colneagr^atitt^i In thie world." 
Her mother answered with a sniil6 : <^May th^ Lord prO^pibr 
hirn^ lit is a very good lad ;'^ wliiehf evidently' plicased licr 
dbuglitcrs. 

We IraVe already mentioned,' thtit Stilfing Was rcsorrcd to 
do his duty as iVistriictor of youth, biit it wa^ a pity, that this 
resolution proceeded' not froiti any inclfltiatioti of keeping school' ; 
for had it been' optional with hlm,'eftlibr to spend' eiight boui^s 
of the day at the needte/or in' koepiiig- schhoF, he Would have 
pl^Ierred' tlie foi^mer, bebaUse it laid hitti under ho res^onsiftili- 
tyv arid was an easier task. With a vi6w» to make his present 
otcopation less burdettsome, he ihVentcd' various ihethbds to 
irtdUce the children to be diligent with kss attention on his part ; 
(dt instance : he introduced degrees' of i^ank, wliitli wei^ coh- 
firrcd agrceabid to tht) dilig^^nce or apliKcatioh of the scholHt^ ; 
ho idso invented several plays and games, calculated to promote 
a spirit of emulation in the different classes ; and as he was very 
fond of music, he made himself acquainted with the liOtes, and 
iiitrodbccd the singing in parts into bis school; By this means 
be filled Prysingcn with mii*tli and song. When tlie moon shone 
solemn and blight through the boughs of the trees, and ttie stars 
were twinkling in the blue canopy of heaven, he went witli his 
choir of singers on a rising ground before the tillage, and sung, 
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Hat it^omidcd over iiill. and djilc, while the pepple, old apd young;, 
stopd Ui^teiimg h^oi*e the doops of their hpiises. Frequently be 
went with his scholars into the orchard behipd Mrs. SfnQll*^ 
hou^e, smii sung evening hymens with taste and harmony. The 
two girls )vould on sucli occasions seat themselves in a chamber 
up stairs, and listen with deep attention. He generally fopnd 
Ihein in this ^^ituatipn ofi his rctqrn ; and sooietimes he would 
tjjkc J^^riahy the hand^and asjt her: "How do you feel, Maria?'* 
She 3voi|ld then sigh lieavHy, pre^s bis hands and say : ^'YtHir 
siiigiiig has left a pleasing impression on my mind.'^ ^^Let us 
be piQUs, girls," was his reply, <fin heaven we i^ball sing in 
more harmoi^ipus strains ;" and then be left thqip — atid Minngb 
bis heart frequently was strongly affected on sjich occasions, yet 
the cause of such affection was almost biddep to bjs own 
breast. 

In {lis leisure-hours he stqdied Geography and Wolfs prin- 
ciples of the Mathematics ; he likewise foupdanqppqft^nitytoiiB- 
proye hifnself in the art of fqakjng sfun-dials. He painted one 
wit^ dark colors on the ceiling of his scbQol-ropm, as large 9s 
the ^pace would pern^it ; find as one window looked to the Souths 
be fastened a round looking-glass befpre it, over which he had 
drawn ^ cross-line with oil-colors, by which the rays pf the mn 
were so reflected against the dial, in which h^ h^d placed the 
twelve signs of the Zodiac ^ith accur^cy^ and divided each into 
its thirty degrees, that it not only pointed out the hour of the 
day, but likewise the place of the sqn in the zpdi^. Ahoye the win- 
dow was written in large Roman characters : " The heavens declare 
the glory of GodJ'^ 

History, as yet, had occupied but little of his time ; his 
knowledge in that branch extended n^ercly to churcli liistory, the 
history of the martyrs, the biographies of pious men, and the 
history of the thirty years war. In poetry he had only read 
some antiquated Ge4*man works ; he had- frequently perused 
tb^m, and related the stories they contained^ as frequently unto 
others; he was now desirous of reading latcj- productions, in 
order to become acquainted with the ^loets of his native country ; 
and he soon found, what he sought. A son-in-law of parson 
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Goldmarif a surgeon and apothecary by profession, owned a large 
number of poetical productions, especially of novels, and \ery 
kindly offered to lend them to Stilling. 

The impression which the reading of these productions of 
the imagination left on his mind, was astonishing ; he fancied, he 
would experience similar incidents in his life ; belonged for their 
developement, but placed his confidence in his heavenly Father, 
and resolved implicitly to follow the direction of an all-wise Pro- 
vidence. At the same time they left a strong desire to act as 
nobly and as disinterestedly in his own life, as the heroes in 
the works of fiction were represented to have acted. With a 
heart thus rendei-ed susceptible, he again read the Bible and 
the religions experience of pious men ; as for instance: "God- 
frey Arnold's lives of the Patriarchs,'* his history of the christ- 
ian church, and of the heresies, which have arisen in it," and 
-other works of a similar nature. Such promiscuous reading 
gave an uncommon cast to his mind, which I can neither de- 
scribe nor compare with any other disposition, with which I am 
acquainted. He idealized every landscape into a paradise; 
every thing in nature appeared beautiful to him, and the whole 
world almost a heaven. Vicious men he ranked with the brutes, 
and wherever he coidd discover the least trace of goodness in 
any man, he felt disposed to think well of him. But he utterly 
despised lips, whose expressions he found at variance with the 
sentiments of the heart ; but was willing to palliate and excuse 
almost every other human infirmity. 



CHAPTER VII. 

As Mrs. Smoll became better acquainted with Stilling, 
and felt a greater affection for him. she was very sorry, 
that his prospects were of so unpi*omising a character. Her 
judgment was in that respect correct enough, and Stilling knew 
Jt as well as she did ; but his studies during leisure-hours were 
as little satisfactory to her, as his other ^occupations were ; and 
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«hc sometimes observed with a smile : *<I shall either see the 
schoolmaster come as a beggar to my door^ or as a great gentle* 
man in a splendid equipage/* Then she would present her 
snuflTbox to him, and with a slap on his shoulder saj : <*Takc a 
pinch, schoolmaster^ we shall yet live to see strange occur- 
rences.*' Stilling's reply generally was : The Lord will pro- 
vide.** 

Having lived in this manner for better than a year, the 
girls began to be more unreserved in their attachment for him, 
Maria had moral courage enough to declare herself, and to 
reason obstacles away. Stilling knew, he could love her, but 
was afraid to enter into an engagement — reflecting on bis own 
destitute and dependent situation ; he therefore continued to re- 
sist the idea of marrying, though in the family he persevered 
in his affectionate treatment of Maria, Anna perceiving, that 
he treated her sister more affectionately than herself, despaired 
of gaining his heart; however she disclosed her sentiments 
to no living soul, but bore her grief in silence. — Stilling sus- 
pected nothing of her disposition towards him, otherwise he 
would have been prudent enough, to pay likewise some atten-' 
tion to her. The family however observed with surprise, 
that Anna became very sedate and melancholy, though no one 
suspected the cause of the change. Attempts were made, to 
cheer her, but without effect. One day she expressed a de- 
sire to visit an aunt, who lived about three miles from 
Prysingen near Salen. Her mother gladly gave her consent, 
and despatched a servant girl with her, who on her return in 
the evening reported to her mistress, that Anna had become 
quite cheerful, when she arrived at her aunts. A few days after- 
wards, the family began to look for her return, but in vain ; nei- 
ther was any message received from her. Mrs. Smoll became 
very uneasy ; she trembled as often as the house-door opened, 
especially in the evening, from fear of hearing bad news.— ^ 
To put an end to this state of uncertainty, she asked Stilling to 
go on Saturday for Anna. It was late in October ; the sun 
stood low in the South ; here and there a green leaf was still 
visible, and a rough east-wind was whistling throiigli the leaf- 
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le&s birch treas. He had to cross a long heath* ; and the 
gloomy state of nature tuned his soul to sad forebodings. On 
his arrivaU Anna met liim, skip{)ing about and dancingy and at 
the same time exclaiming aloud : <<You are my dear lad ! thougli 
you do not love me ! But you sltall have no nosegay of flow- 
ers ! — such a nosegay — of flowers, which grow on rocks and 
cliffs—a nosegay of wild cumin and moss— that's for you !'* — ^ 
Stilling stood aghast* without being able to speak one word. Her 
aunt burst into tears on seeing Stilling, but Anna continued danc- 
ing about, singing as she danced : 

On rocky hills a lamb was seen ; 
No blade of grass could find it — 
And felt with anguish sharp and keen^ 
The sheplierd did not mrnd it. 
On inquiry he learnt, that two days before his arrival, Anna( 
bad gone to bed in perfect health, but in the morning had 
acted in the manner, she now did ; no one, however, conjectur- 
ed the cause of this misfortune, and he only suspected it from 
the tenor of her talk« The aunt would not permit them to start 
that day, but desired Stilling, to stay over night, and return with 
her poor niece in the morning. During supper, Anna w^as very 
quiet, and ate very little, until Stilling asked hcT : **Have you 
no appetite, Anna ?'* when she immediately replied : <<I have 
been eating,but it does not agree with me — I have the heart-ache!*' 
**You must be quiet,'' said Stilling, <*you have always been a 
good and peaceable child, what has happened, that could effect 
this sad change ? see how aunt is grieved on your account ! are you 
not sorry for it ? Your strange behavior has caused me to shed 
tears too. Ah ! formei'ly you were not as you are now— I en- 
treat you, rouse yourself, and behave as you formerly did !" She 
replied : "Mind ! Til tell you a fine story ! There was once an 
tJd woman," — she took a cane in her hand, bent he^ back, and 
walked the room, very naturally mimiking an old woman. "I 
suppose you have seen an old woman go begging ere now ? This old 
wonmn went begging too, and whenever she received any gift, 
she used to say : *God reward you !' Not so ? Beggai*s general* 
ly say so, if you give them any thing ? That bcggar-wooMUt 
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came to a door— rto a door — there stood a friendly lad before the 
fire, warming himself ; it Mas a lad as*' ^licrc she pointed to- 
wards Stilling.-*"This lad invited the poor old woman, to conic 
to the fire, as she stood trembling in the door, saying : ^mother 
come, and warm yourself.' She came f — now she walketl quite 
smart, and stood all bent up by Stilling\s side,.^"but she ap- 
proached too close to the fire ; her rags began to burn., and she 
did not observe it. The lad saw it — he ought to have quenched 
the flame, shouldn't be, schoolmaster ? — shouldn't he have quencbr 
ed it?** — 'Stilling returned no answer, for his suspicions about the 
cause of her derangement becoming now confirmed, h6 did not 
know, what to do, nor how to act. However, she insisted on an 
answer, and therefore repeated the question : "He ought to have 
quenched it, ought he not? Give me an answer, and I'll say too ; 
God reward you ! "Yes:" replied he, "he ought to have 
quenehed it ; but if he had no water, how could he quench it ?" 
Stilling rose, deeply affected in his mind, but endeavored to hide 
his agitation as much as possible from the company. "Ye^,'» 
continued Anna weeping : **In that case he ought to liave shed 
tears, until he could have quenched the fire with that flood.*'— r 
Having said this, she again approached him, looked keenly into 
his face, and when she observed, that tears had started into his 
eyes, she continued : **Well, these I'll wipe off;*' took her hand- 
kerchief, wiped bis face, and again sat down in silence at the 
table* All were deeply grieved, and soon rose from the 
table, and each retired to his bed-room. No sleep came into 
Stilling's eyes ; he pitied the situation, in which he had found 
Anna, but saw no remedy. He reflected, what in this case would 
be his duty to do. His heart spoke for mercy, but his conscience 
demanded the strictest reserve. He examined with wiiich of 
these demands he ought to comply. The heart said : you can 
make her happy ; but conscience replied : This happiness will 
be of short duration, and years of misery will follow in the train. 
The heart hoped : God would grant a happy turn to future events ; 
but conscience judged, it was wrong to tempt God, and that we 
could not expect, he should alter or break a whole chain of fu- 
ti|re occurrences, in which so many others were interested, 
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in order to gratify the passion of two poor worms. <^Tliis 19 
true/' said Stilling, as lie jumped out of bed, and walked the 
floor : ^Mny conduct towards her shall be affectionate, but at 
the same time distant and reserved/' On Sunday morning, he 
went home with the poor girl. She insisted on leaning on bi» 
arm i at first he did not like to permit it, for fear, people might 
take ofibnse at it. However, he overcame this prejudice, and 
offered her his arm. On reaching the heath, she left him, gathered 
wilted and dry herbs, all the while singing her shepherd's songt 
80 that Stilling could scarcely refrain from sobbing aloud. At 
length she again took his arm, and asked him : <<Henryi 
have you ever been in hell ?"— ."God preserve us from hell !'' 
replied he« She then seized his right hand, placed it un- 
der her left breast, and said : <<How it beats here !— There is 
hell — thither you .belong !"-«Shd gnashed with her teeth, and 
looked wildly around hen ^<Yes," continued she, <<you are mi- 
ready in it ! — ^but like an evil spirit !" — Here again her teal's 
stifled her voice. After a while she said : '^Not so--^not so !" 
During conversations of this kind, which were as so many dag- 
gers to Stilling's heart, they arrived at her mother's dwelling. — 
AVhen they entered the house, Maria came out of the kitchen, 
kind the mother from the family-room. Anna ran to embrace 
her mother, kissed her and said : "Ah, dear mother ! I have be- 
come very pious-*— as pious as an angel ! and you, Maria, may 
say what you please"— -shaking her finger at her — "you have 
stolen my shepherd ; but do you know the song : <0n rocky hills 
a lamb was seen ?' " — She then skipped into the room, kissing 
all she met. Both, Mrs. Smoll and Maria, sobbed aloud. *^Ah ! 
have i lived to see this !" said the good mother, wringing her 
hands. Stilling related, what he had heard from her aunt; 
his soul was overwhelmed with grief; for be now saw plainly 
the cause of the misfortune, and yet durst not speak of it to any 
living soul. Maria too became aware of it, took warning from 
her sister's fate, gradually withdrew her affbctions from Stilling, 
and accepted the attentions of other young men. Poor Anna 
was placed in an upper room of tht* house, and an old woman was 
hired, to take care of her. Sometimes she raved, tearing every 
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tbifij^ within her reach. When she was in that situation, thej 
usually called Stilling, who generally succeeded in quieting 
her* Happily, this unfortunate state of poor Anna was not of 
long duration ; in a couple of weeks> she again i*ecovei*ed ; and 
regretted, that she had given way to the passion of love, so as ta 
have been deprived for a time of reason; she became morepru* 
dent than formerly, and Stilling rejoiced at this happy change, 
chiefly, because he had escaped the dangei-ous cliffs, against 
which he might have suffered a dreadful shipwreck. But of the 
rest of the family no one ever discovered li&e true cause of 
Anna's misfoHune. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Tliottgh Stilling continued to manage his schmd with unremit- 
ting attention and zeal, there were still many among his employers 
unfriendly to him. The reason of this he could never discover. 
At length he committed himself in a manner, which deprived him 
of the school, though his conscience exonerated him from any 
improper intention. He had never approved of the old method 
of keeping school, and had endeavored, as I have mentioned in 
another place, to invent new plans, by which he might excite 
his scholars to emulation, and make learning rather an amuse- 
Jnent, than a burden. Among the novelties, which he had in- 
troduced in his school at Prysingen, was the following : he cut 
pieces of white paper to the size ot'^^ards, which he numbered 
according to the questi(ms of the Heidleberg catechism ; with 
these cai*ds, if you will call them by that name, the children play- 
edf and he who attained the higliest number, had (miy to learn 
that question, which his number indicated ; and if he knew it 
before, had no lesson for tliat day ; but the others had to learn 
thofte numbers, which their cards pointed out ; and their fortune 
consisted in knowing either few or many of those questions* 
which had fallen to their share. Stilling had sometimes seen 
people play at cards, and the idea of his pla> was taken from 
that. This circumstance gave lise to great agitation in the vil- 
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hgc, and it was represented in the worst possible light to pastor 
Goldman, who loved StiHing from his heart, but was grieved at 
his imprudchce^ and tlierefoi'e gave Stilling a severe repri- 
mand. 

Stilling related the whole proceeding to him, as it really 
was, shewed him the play, and endeavored to convince him of the 
advantage, which his scholars had derived from it. Mr. Gold- 
man however, \vho knew the world better than Stilling, answeretJ 
hfm:'**My dear cousin! we ought not only to look upon the advan- 
tage, which we n?ay derive from the introduction of any new 
plan, but we have likewise to reflect, if the means we use, meet 
with the approbation of men : if we neglect this, we gain noth- 
ing at all, and often will be injured by it: this is at present your 
case, for your employers are so enraged, that they will get rid of 
you at Michaelmas; and if yog do not take your dismission be- 
fore that time, they purpose to enter a complaint against you T)e- 
fore the General Inspector Minehold ; and you know, what sort 
of a man he is. I should be sorry, if this affair were car- 
Hcd thus far ; because in that case you would deprive yourself 
of cvei*y chance of obtaining another situation as teacher in 
this country. I therefore advise you, to take your dismission, 
and tell the congregation this very day, that for the preswit you 
wish to keep school no longer ; and that they therefore might 
choose another person in your place. By pursuing this course, 
your honor will be preserved, and in a short time you will havB 
a better school than this ; I shall not forget you, but endeavor 
to do all I can, to vender you happy/' This declaration of his 
cousin made a deep impression upon Stilling, for he plainly saw, 
that Mr. Goldman's reasoning was correct, and resolved, to act 
in future in all tilings with the utmost circumspection. At the 
same time it appeared enigmatical to l»im, that many of his bre- 
thren in office, though less gifted and fitttcd for it than ho 
was, enjoyed more ease and happiness than he did, and he 
began to doubt in his mind, whether the insti'uction of chil- 
dren was the station, his heavenly Father had designed for 
him. When he came home, he announced to the congregation, 
that he wished to be dismissed from his present oflice. Many 
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wei% ^rprised al the iiAfiiineMlioib ibut the major part ncelred 
Ihe news with gladness^ heeaiiHe tbey hsid already a person kt 
Tiew for the office^ and believed^ no one wouM now oppose 
their wishes. 

Mrs. Sinoll ami her daughters did not like bis reinoral ai 
sUl ; for he had initiated himself into the good graces of the oU 
lady; and tlie love of h^r daughters ba<l been changed into an 
intimate friendship. All three shed tears on hearing the news^ 
an^ ^'eaded the dajT of his departure, which however came but 
iao soon. Stilling was much affected on this occasion, and s« 
\?ere both m^ither and daughters ; before be left the bouse, he 
had to promise, to visit tliem frequently. Having reached Him 
•highest elevation of the mountain on the road to Linedorf, bcf 
once iMiore viewed With mingled emotions the village of Prysin^ 
gen, which had been efideared to bim kt many respeetsw He 
thonght : Mr^ Lampe justly sings : 

My itfe is bat a pilgrim's state ! 
and exclaimed : *^l return Iiome now for the third time, t» 
itarn my bi*ead with the needle ^ when ! oh when ! witl it please 
Crod, to make me lastingly bappy* He knows, that it is my 
bearf s desire, to become a pious and a nsefid man.^ He then 
commended himself in prayer to Grod, and continued his way 
towards Linedorf, with his budget on his back. After a waft 
of about two houj-s, be arrived there ^ William cast a reproacltfut 
glance at him as he entered tlte room, but bis mother did not 
even honor him with a look. Having sat a while in silence, faisi 
lather began : ^'Have you returned again, you good for nolfaing 
boy? I once hoped'to reap joy and satisfaction from my son--^ 
of what benefit are those foolish things, you ane so eager to 
learn ? — 'You are dissatisfied with the tailor's trade, you sit herfc 
sighing all the time, and when you keep school, you no where 
succeed ! At 2ellbwg the people were indulgent toward you, 
because you were still ^ child j at Dorlingen you were every 
one's butt; you have no strength of mind at ail; here at Line-^ 
dorf you set the people against you, by paying attention to arts, 
Wbicb are neither profitable to ytjurself, nor others; and from Pry- 
wngen yon bad to make your escape, to save your honor t What 
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will you now do here ? Too must mind your needle, and the 
work in the field, or I do'nt want you at all.** Stilling gave a 
deep sigh and answered : ^'Father, I feel, I am innocent, but I 
cannot make my defense, God in heaven knows my heart ! I 
ought Uf be resigned to every dispensation of his Providence. 
But 

Once shall come the joyful year 

With tidings of full liberty ! 
For it would be a dreadful thought indeed, that God's Provi- 
dence should refuse me the gratification of those desires and 
inclinations, which he has planted in my soid !" William made 
no reply, but laid a piece of work before him, which Stilling 
managed with so much skill and apparent ease, that his father 
thought, God had no doubt destined him for that trade ; this 
idea however seemed insupportable to Stilling, and his soul re> 
volted at it ; whenever therefore William expressed himself to 
that elTect, he generally i*eplied : «<I do not believe, that God 
could have condemned me in this life to a continued hell/* It 
was now autumn, and the farm work partly over, so that he at- 
tended to the needle with little interruption, which he preferred, 
because it exhausted his strength less than the work in the field. 
Nevertheless his melancholy soon returned ; it appeared to him» 
as if he were in a strange country and forsaken by all. When 
his father was in a good humor, he sometimes ventured to com- 
plain and to communicate to him the gloomy state of his mind. 
William would on such occasions observe with a smile : <'This 
is something, which is unknown to us of the Stilling family, you 
have inherited it from your mother. We are always good 
friends with nature, whether it is green, variegated or white. 
But your mother was not so, she was skipping and dancing in the 
spring, calm and happy in summer, plaintive in autumn and 
winter, till Christmas ; when hope seemed to kindle again in her 
heart'* <<Would to God, she wei-e alive,*' was the reply of 
Henry, *^she would understand me better than any one eke.** 
Sometimes he stf)le an hour or two for reading, and seemed to 
taste the sweets of better days, but alas I the enjoyment was but 
9|oiiientary ! In the faniiiiy» things were no more ^a they used to 
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f^i ,}^ a^wmifdtmMnSf biit a greedy dwre after riches; 

<;!^4yMqt ^ peaceable spirit of father ^tilling had depai-ted. 

Oe be^ail^d the^ajrs of hin childhood^ as.a bcid^roooi laments 

jm 4f$iarted ^4e* Qut 41U Wi^ to no purpose ; he durst not 

fi^nf^Hf if -he wished to avojd reproaches. He had however 

one :frieud |n Linedorf, wlio perfectly understood him. His name 

was iCasper, by trade an ironsinelter ; a noble soul, a friend to 

religion* and possessed of a feeling heart In the month of No- 

wmabev, tiiefWeather was fstill fair; which Casperand Stilling im- 

•ppov€id»by taking an occasional walk for the purpose of conintunt- 

fcatisig.lheir .mutual feelings. Friend Casper endeavored tp C()n- 

v^kioe .Stilling, that a gracious Providence had destined him fpr 

i«MQOtliingetoQ,tI^kna tailor or asolioolmaster,which aSbrded great 

*€Qmfi>rt ta hini> and he resolvedf to be resigned to thedispensations 

<ef diviae Providence, About Christmas fortune again smiled 

4ip9oUiB. The church wardens of the parish of Clafeld, gave him 

•aoall as schoolmaster; .this .was the .most profitable school 

iin the pvinotpality of Salen, and STilling accepted it with gratitude 

^wardaiCiod for bis gracious deliverance. On taking leave of 

tkisfatliery William gave him many paternal admonitions* and 

^Stilling ulmwA vowed to apply himself diligently to his profession 

iHaa tettskor of youth* with the view* pf obtaining a.high i^andiAg 

4lieiiein. The wavdens accompanied. him to Salen, where bis 

eall was.omfinaed befove tlie consistory* by Mr. Minehuld the 

io«|ieqtor General. 

in the cammeQeewentof- the year 1760 he entereil Mpon the 
(duties of .'his office. The faithfulness and zeal he displayed in 
«his€aUi«g9 raised his name as a teacher in the estimation (if 
.the cottmunity $ all his enemies were silenced, and his friends 
fbegait to triuiiiph. ,-His private studies were attended to on- 
rly in leisure - hours. The pianoforte and Mathematical 
teievces principally engaged his aUention at Clafeld, though 
fioetey and works of fiction were not totally neglected. To*- 
ward lE^ing he became acquainted with another teacher % tlic 
tname of Glaser* who lived in tlie village of Clinehofen* about, two 
•aalea from^ Clafeld. He was ope of those men* who are general- 
ity rnkiHtf with asigailif ant look* and whose actions are always 
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performed under the cover of mystery, I have frequently thought 
of classifying our race ; in such a classification I would Ciil the 
division to which Glascr belonged, the humoi*ous. Tn the first 
subdivision of that class, are the silent observers, who are not 
possessed of much sensibility ; to the second belong the fawning 
sharpers, and in the last and worst are the spies and traitors. 
Glaser appeared always favorably disposed towards Stilling, 
without making a confident of him: Stilling on the contrary was 
both friendly and communicative to Glaser, which pleased the 
latter very much : for he took delight in observing others, while 
he remained unobserved. In order to gain Stilling's friendship 
and confidence, he spoke of great secrets he had discovered ; 
pretended to understand magic and sympathetic arts, and at one 
time whispered to Stilling under the seal of secrecy, that he was 
well acquainted with the first principles of the philosopher's 
stone; and at the same time looked so wise and so mysterious, as 
though he really were in possession of the great secret itself. 
Stilling suspected he was ; and Glaser denied' it in such H 
manner, that he almost convinced him of his khowled,a^ 
and what confirmed him still more in this opinion, was, that 
Glaser had always more money, than his situation as villAge- 
schoolmaster would afford him. He was therefore deiigfcted 
with his new acquaintance, and entertained the hope, of becom* 
ing an adept himself with the assistance of his friend. Glaser 
lent him the works of Basilius Yalentinus. He read them with 
the utmost attention, and when at the close of the book, he came 
to the process with the Hungaiian vitriol, he really believed 
himself able to fabricate the philosopher's stone. But refledn 
ing a while on the subject, it occurred to him, that, if that work 
contained the discovery of the great mystery, every man in 
possession of that book would be acquainted with it I can 
assure the reader, that Stilling's inclination for the study of alcM^ 
mistical works proceeded not from an anxious desire of finding 
the ^ilosopher's stone, he would have been glad, it is true, could 
he have found it, but it originated in an insatiable thii*st after the 
knowledge of the primitive powers of nature. At that early pe- 
riod of life he was as yet unacquainted even with the name of 
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tiiat science. The term philosophy appeared to him inappimpriate* 
he siqiposed that alchimy would guide him into the desired haven, 
and therefore he read all the autliors on that subject, that came 
witliin his reach. But tliere was always a something in his mind, 
which demanded proofs for the assertions made in alchimistic 
books* He was acquainted with only three sources of truth : 
Experi^ice, mathematical demonstration, and the Bible; and 
these three fountains did not disclose to him the mysteries of al- 
chimy, he thei^fore finally gave up tiiis study as useless. 

One Saturday afternoon he visited his friend Glaser, whom 
be found engaged in his schoolroom at somethings which look- 
ed like a seal ; Stilling asked him : <<At what labor are you 
engaged, Mr. Glaser?" 

<<I am making a seal.'' 

<^PIease to let me look at it, that is admirable workmanship!'* 

<^It is destined for Mr. de R . Gladly would I assist 

you, friend Stilling, in making a decent living without the 
drudgery of schoolkeeping or of working at your trade; but I 
must charge you befoi*e God, not to betray me !'' 

Stilling promised, to keep the secret buried in his breast 
<*WeU then, I will tell you, I am in possession of the seci'ct of 
changing copper into silver, I'll take you into partnership, and 
allow you half the gain ; you will have^ nothing else to do, but 
to^ undertake now and then a journey, for the purpose of secretly 
deposing of the silver.'^ 

This proposition did not please Stilling; his wish was not 
to acquire wealth, he only thirsted after knowledge, that 
he might become a useful instrument in the hand of God, t«) 
serve his neighbor ; and he began to suspect, notwithstanding 
his want of knowledge of the world, that all was not fair in the 
occu|)ation of his friend; for the longer he looked at the seal, the 
more. ho became convinced, that it was an instrument for stamp- 
ing money. Without committing himself therefore, he only told 
Glaser, that he would reflect further on his proposition. A few 
days aferwai'ds an alarm w^as raised in the whole neighbor- 
hood, the police otBcers had been at Ciinehofon to arrest Glaser, 
who however had made his escape, and was gone to America; and 
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riotliing was after^Vanls hearil of hf m. Bat his accomplkes tirere 
taken and punished. Had Glaser beerj caught^ thegalloirlr t)t)Qld 
doubtless have been his rewawl, as he had been the instigator of 
the others. Stilling continued to lire verj happy at Cl^feld, 
supposing, that tlie time of his RujRTerings was past. lii the 
whole congregation he knew no oite, whom he believed to bt his 
enemy; but a terrible storm succeeded this calm. He had been 
li^'arly nine months at Clafbtd, when he received a summons^ 
to appear before the consistory at Salen. This circumstance 
startled him in some measure, still he did not think, that he 
would have to answer an accusation preferred against hini $ hc^ 
rather supposed, that some new school-regulations had beert 
resolved u])on, which were to be communicated to him and others} 
he therefore went to Salen, wihout feeling much anxiety sibout 
the business. Having reached the anti-chamber of the consiflto-> 
ry, he observed, that two mien of his congregation were there» of 
w liom he had nevci* entertained the most distant idea of tkeii* 
being his accusers. He asked them» what the matter was F 
but they replied, they likewise had been summoned, without 
knowing for what purpose. Soon aftfer they were all three call- 
ed before tlie consistory. At the upper end of the room was a 
tabic, at one side of which sat the President^ a learned lawyer^ 
a man of small stature with an oval face. Opposite to him was 
seated the Inspector General, the Rev. Mr. Minehold, a corpu- 
lent man ; his double chin proudly rested on his well starch- 
ed bands.* He wore a large powdered whig, and a black isiik 
gown, falling in graceful folds from his shouldelrs. He had 
high arched eyebrows, and whenever he looked at any person^ 
he was arriistomed to draw the lower eyelids upward, so that 
he coi»tinually appeared to blink with his eyes. When he pressed 
on tlie hcols of his shoes, wliich lie frequently did, they creeked. 
A secretary was seated behind a large table full of papera and 
writing implements. Such was the court, before which Stilliti$ 
knd his accusers appeared. He took his station at the lower end 
of the table, his accusers stood on the opposite side, leaning 
against the wall. The Inspector General, having cleared his . 
throat, tiH'ned towards these men, and asked them in the low 
dialect of tlic counti'y : 
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<<b Ibal lilan yanitt fimt etcboolffimeer ?** 

<*Yes, youp Reverence V* was tbc reply. 

^<Ah, so ! you are the Scboolmastei' of Clafeld V* 

^♦Ires/' atiswei^d Stilling. 

**You*pe a fine fellow, worthy to be wlilpt ciirt of the WMmtpy.** 

<<GentIy» gently/' interruiited tfie Prei^idenl ; <«a«diatar oC- 
iMerajiars.'' 

'^Mr. President that belongs ad fnrtitn ecclesiaBticiim^ you 
are not to interfere in this itiattcr* The President was silentf 
but looked Mlther angry. The Inspector Greneral said, pointin|f 
tn Stilling with a contemptuous look : <*How he stands there, tho. 
gbod foi* nothing fellow/' 

His accusers laughed sarcastically at him, and Stilling could 
^ba(<cely refrain from saying : <«As Christ before the High- 
Priest*'* But he restrained himself, approached nearer to the 
tdlle and said: *<What have I done? God is my witness^ that 
lam innocent!" 

The Inspector laughed ironically and replied t ''As if he 
didn't know, what he has done ! ask your conscience ?" 

^'Mr. Inspector, my conscience doth not accuse me, and I 
believe, he who judgeth rigiit, dotli not condemn mo either, but 
I do liot know^ What may be done in this place/' 

'^Hold your tongue, yoU impudent fellow ! Churchwarden^ 
tell me, what is your complaint?^* 

<<Revefend Sir, we had it registered in the minutes a fort- 
night ago." 

«Ah! that's true."— "And thesTe minutes," said Stilling, 
**I ought to have." 

<<What ought you to have ?" *<No— sha'nt have them !" 

«*That is flying in the face of all justice," said the Presi- 
dent, and left the room. 

The Inspector then dictated to the Secretary as follows: 
<*This day appeared N. R. churchwarden at Ciafeld, and N. N* 
inhabitant of the same place, against their scho(dmaster Henry 
Stilling. Plaintifs referred to the minutes of last session ; tho 
schoolmaster desired a copy, but was refused for particular 
reasons." 
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The Inspector then creekcd a few times with his beds* and 
With arms a kimbo said : "You may go home !" — 

I appeal to Ood, that this relation of the proceedings of an 
ecclesiastical court is literally true. I would blame myself, were 
I (without sufficient cause) to accuse the Protestant church of 
fostering such a man in its bosom. May every youth, who 
devotes himself to the ministry take a- warning example from 
Uiis man, and think of that precept of the gospel : ^'whosoever 
Will be chief among you, let him be your servant.** 

To Stilling the whole proceeding appeared like a dream, he 
returned to Clafeld scarcely knowing, how he got there. Im-; 
mediately after his arrival,he rang the chapel-bell, as the signal 
ligreed upon, when the congregation was to be called together on 
an extraordinary occasion. The green before the chapel was 
8o6n filled with the inhabitants of the village, and Stilling gave 
them a circumstantial account of what had occurred. An uncqii' 
cerned spectator might have observed, how differently the same 
cskUHf^ affects different ch2Li*acters ; some were raving, some 
humorous, others grieved, and others again appeared quite calm, 
on the occasion, some pushed their hats on one side, exclaiming : 
^No d...l shall take our schoolmaster !** During this noise and 
confusion a young fellow by the name of Rehkopf had gone to 
the tavern, to frame a petition to the consistory, and a power of 
attorney for himself. With these papers in his hand, he returned^ 
and addressed the people, as follows : "Let every one, who loves 
ti'uth and our schoolmaster, come hither and subscribe." Foi-thr 
with the whole troop of peasants to the number of one hundi*ed, 
went into the house, to do as they had been requested. Reh- 
kopf started the same day, accompanied by about twenty stout 
fellows for Salen, to see the Inspector. Witliout knocking at 
the door, or waiting to be announced, he entered the parsonage, 
foUowed by the whole troop; in tlie hall they were stopt by the 
butler: "What do you want here? stop, IMl announce you!'* 
Rehkopf replied : "go your way, fill your wine-bottle, we can 
announce ourselves." With these words the twenfy-one men 
came stamping up stairs, and straight way into the room of the 
Inspector General, whom they found' seated in his arm-chairi 
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dressed in a damask morning gown, a white night cap on liis 
heady sipping his dish of chocolate with great satisfaction. 
Frightened at the appearance of so many men, he placed' bis cup 
on the table and said : 

**Good God ! — ye people — what do you want ?'* 

Rehkopf answered : «We come to inquire^ whether our 
schoolmaster is a murderer, adulterer or a thief?*' 

**God forbid ! who says so 2" 

"Sir, whether you say it or not, you treat him as if he 
.were either the one or the other. You shall now cither prove, 
that he is a malefactor, and then we will dismiss him ourselves $ 
or you shall give us satisfaction for your ill treatment of him, and 
in that case we will keep him. Here is our power of attorney.'* 

**Liet me see it !" The Inspector seized it, as if he >|yei*e 
about to tear it in pieces. Rehkopf snatched the paper from his 
hands, with these words : *«Sir, let that alone, or you'll hwm 
your fingers, and perhaps I will mine too.'* 

<*You insult me in my own house !** 

**As you please. Sir, insult or no insult.***— 

The Inspector then put on a milder face, and said : "Dear 
people, you don*t know, what a bad fellow your schoolmaster is^ 
let me alone in this business.** 

"That very thing we want to know, whether he is a bad 
fellow or not ?** 

"Terrible things, terrible things indeed I've heard of that 
fellow !** 

"May be J I too have heard, that your Reverence was 
drunk as a beast, the last time you kept chapel-visitation at 
Clafeld.** 

"What ! what f — who says so ? will you — Hush, hush, I 
have heard it ; your Reverence judges from hearsay, and so 
may I.'* 

"What ? 1*11 teach you manners !** 

"Sir, you'll teach me nothing, and respecting your getting 
drunk, Sir — I stood by, when they lifted you up on one side of 
the horse, and you fell down on the other. In the name of the 
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ClaifeM ;Oonprf)gfrf;ion me decjare to yoi), tbat we wOI kei^ tjffi 
•chonlnaaler, till he is convicted of a crtfne,-^iiow goodbyc'^f-^ 

•On his retui^ Rebkog^f walked the whole eve>Ding up aqd 
down the streets, coughing and hemming^ that it mi^hthe 
Iieai*d ^n over tkfi yiJlgg^. 

But Stilling fomid himself again involved in new perplexi- 
ties, he knew that .he would have to yields and was aware of 
what he had to expect at home. Meaawhile h^ learnt the whole 
^mystery of this peitseoution. The former schoolmaster, who had 
been generally beloved, had ^rparried a girl of the village, and 
endeavored to obtain an increase of wages, to maintain hisfami- 
ly with more comfort For this purpose he watched his time, 
and>infoKraed the. congregation, when he received a call to an- 
olberpiace,'that he would leave them, unless they were willing to 
increase liis wages; hoping, they would rather consent to do this,- 
ithatn let htm go. But he w:as mistaken, they gave him liberty lo 
depart, and Stilling was chosen. Tlie reader will readily im- 
agine, that the relatives of the girl wouldbe disposed to dispos- 
sess Stilling of the office, tliat they might get the former teaclier 
back again, and hoped to effect this to their satisfaction, by send- 
<ing frequent pi^esents to Mr. Minehqld the Inspector, bj whiqh 
means they at length succeeded. 

A few days after the above mentioned occurrence before the 
consistory, the President sent for Stilling. On his arrival tie 
addrossed him thus : '<<My friend Stjlling, I pity yon with all my 
heart, and I have sent for you, in oi-der to give yon such advice* 
as I suppose will be serviceable to you in your present situation. 
'I iiave heard, that your eniployers have subscribed a,petition to 
the consistory, to keep you, and have given Mr. Rehkopf a pow- 
er of attorney for that purpose ; but that will be of no avul to 
you; for the business must finally be settled in the High-consisto- 
ry, in which none but the friends and relatives of Mr.'Minehold 
have seats and votes. You will only irritate him the more, and 
be will not rest, until he makes your country too narrow for you. 
n'hei'eforc ask for your dismission, when you again appear be- 
fell the consistory.'' Stilling thanked him for this advice, but 
objected^ tbat bis honor, would suffer, if he should act according- 
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ly. The pre^idept answered : "I will take care of that/* In 
consequence of this declaration Stilling promised to dO| what he 
had requested. 

At Stilling^a next appearance before the consistory, Rehkopf 
was likewise there, without any summons. His affair was ta- 
ten first in hand. The president gave him a hint, to declare 
his resolMtion, upon which he addressed Mr. Minehold in the 
followiijg jnanner : "Reverend Sir, since I find, that my enemies 
wi^ to deprive me of my office, I yield for the sake of peace, 
and herewith^ask for my dismission.'* Upon this the Inspector 
looked very smilingly at him, and said : "Very well, schoolma- 
ster! you shall have it, and in addition you shall have a testi- 
monial of your^ood conduct, as fair as ever a man has received 
frotn the consistory.'* 

"No, Mr. Inspector, no testimonial. My testimony is deep- 
Jy engraven on my heart, wliich neither death nqr the fire of the 
judgtpent-day can obliterate; and this testimony shall once shine 
so bright into the face of my enemies, that they shall be daz- 
xled by it.** Stilling pronounced these words with geat cmo- 
tion. The President smiled, but Mr. Minehold took no notice 
,of StUling*s reply , pretending to be engaged in the reading of 
some instrument of writing. 

When Stilling had ended, the President addressed the In- 
ispector in these words : "To pronounce sentence is your part of 
the business, but the execution of the judgment is mine. There- 
libre I order the Secretary to record as follows: "The school- 
master Stilling of Clafeld appeared this day before the consisto- 
,|^y, ^and asked foran honorahle dismission for peace's sak^^ 
fwhichrwas, granted him, with this express condition, that, if he 
f«l«puld receive aruother cjM. as schoolmaster, or be employed in 
jome. other suitable business, we consider it his duty, not to de- 
-priv© his country of his abilities and fine talents.** 

"That's right,** observed the Inspector ; "and now school- 
.master, that you : may know, that I had a right to ^-eprimand 
.you, rJl tell you, you have committed a profanation of holy 
things; -when you went the last time to the communion table, you 
.iga:ie A sarcastic laugh.** 
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Stillin,^ looked him in the face, and said : I do not know, 
whether 1 have laughed, but this I know, that I have not laugh- 
ed sarcastically." 

<*One ought not to laugh at all, during the solemn perfor- 
mance of that holy institution.^' 

Stilling fanswered : "Man beholdeth, what is before the 
eye, but the Lord knoweth the heart It is possible, I may have 
laughed, but I know very, well what profanation of holy things 
is and have known it long ago ; and therefore know, that I have 
not been guilty of it.*' 

The President then ordered his accusers to come forward : 
on their appearance the Secretary was directed to read to them 
the minutes of the transactions in the case. They looked at 
each other, and felt ashamed. <<Have you any objections to 
make ?*' asked the President : they answered : "No.*' 

"Well then,*' replied the good man, "I have an objection 
to make. It is the business of the Rev. Mr. Minehold, to con- 
firm the election of your schoolmaster; my duty is, to see that 
peace and order is preserved; therefore I forbid you under the 
I>enalty of one hundred guilders, to choose the former schoolma- 
ster, but to elect one, who has had nothing to do with this busi- 
ness, so that peace may be restored in the congregation.'* 

The Inspector was startled at this declaration of the Pre- 
sident, looked at him and said : "In this manner the people will 
never be satisfied." 

"Mr. Inspector," replied the other, "that belongs ad forum 
politicum, and has nothing to do with your partof Uie business.'* 
In the mean time Rehkopf had desired admittance; being ad- 
mitted, he demanded in the name of the congregation, to see the 
minutes. The Secretary was ordered to read them. Rehkopf 
looked at Stilling, and asked, if these things were so ? Stilling 
replied : "we cannot always do as we like, but have to submit to 
circumstances ; however I thank you, my worthy friend, a thou- 
sand times for the trouble, you have taken in my behalf : God 
will reward you for it." Rehkopf said after a minute's i-eflection : 
"I protest against the election of the former schoolmaster, and 
demand, that this my protest he entered on the minutes." "Well," 
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said the President, 'Hhat shall be done ; I likewise have forbid- 
den such an election under a fine of one hundred guilders/' 

All parties were then sent home, and the business was con- 
cluded. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Stilling found himself again in a very critical situation ; he 
took leave of his dear Clafelders, with a heart deeply affected ; 
but instead of returning home, went to parson Groldman, and 
informed him of his unpleasant situation; who expressed com- 
miseration for his calamity, and desired him to stay all night, 
that they might take counsel together, what could be done under 
existing circumstances. Mr. Goldman acknowledged, that 
Stilling could enjoy no happiness in the house of his father. Af- 
ter some consultations on the subject, Mr. Goldman proposed, to 
give Stilling recommendations to his son, Judge Goldman at 
Rothhagen, about three miles from Salen, and to Mr. Snaberg 
his cousin, chaplain to two princesses at Lahnburg, six miles 
further on ; and he hoped, that either the one or the other of 
these two gentlemen would be able to do something for Stil- 
ling. He himself began to hope, that every thing would turn 
out to his advantage ; and with these expectations and letters of 
recommendation, he started next morning for the above mention- 
ed places. The weather was that day very cold and windy, and 
the travelling was very bad on account of the storm and bad roads. 
However Stilling continued his way more happy in the midst of 
the storm, than he should have felt, had he been on his return 
to his father. He enjoyed peace of mind, being enabled to look 
unto Grod as his kind and gracious father, which would not have 
been the case, if Minehold's accusation had been well founded. 

In the evening at seven o'clock he arrived fatigued and drench- 
ed with rain at Rotlihagen. Mr.Goldman received him very kind- 
ly. "Welcome counin Stilling,'' **8aid he, welcome to my house;*' 
with these words he led him up stairs and introduced him to Mrs. 
Goldman, who immediately procured him a change of garments, 
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and made preparations for a good supper> during whicTi StilRng 
related his history. Having finished, Goldman observed: 
**Cousin, there must be sotliethmg in your cliaracter, '«4iidi dis- 
pleaseth the people, else it would not be possible for yon to bt 
so unfortunate. If you stay a few days with me, I shall 
perceive what it is, and as a true friend make you acquainted 
with it.'* Stilling answered with a smife : "I shall be glad, cou* 
sin Goldman, if you will tell me my faults^; but I can tell you 
myself, where the diftculty lies.*' I do not follow the callings 
for which I am born, I have no satisfaction in any thing I urider* 
take } and therefore there is no blessing in it.*' Goldman ishook 
his head and replied : **For what do you si^ppose you Were 
)born i It appears to me, you Tiave impossibilities inydur head, 
in consequence of your novel reading | the good fortune "which 
the imagination of poets ascribes to their heroes, knakes frequert t* 
ly a deep impression on both head and heart, and alwakens a de- 
sire after isimilar changes.** Stilling replied after a few mo- 
ments of reflection, with great emphasis : "No, Sir ! — It is true, 
when I read novels, my heart is affected; 1 feel, as if every thing 
I am reading, Were happening to myself; but I have no desire 
for a similar fate* My mind is bent on study ; If I liad a call- 
ing, which would enable me to gain a living, and at the same 
time continue my studies, I should be happy.** Goldman re- 
plied : "Cousin ! examine this disposition ifnpartially ; is not a 
restless desire after honor and greatness Connected with it ? Do 
you not feed your imagination with the fond idea of being dfess-^ 
ed in fine clothes» and having the command of an equipage ? bo 
you not entertain an expectation, of once becoming the head and 
pride of your family ?** 

"Yes,** replied Stilling, "I feel such a desire, and acknowU 
«dge, that it sweetens many a bittei' moment.** "Well,** con^ 
. tinned Goldman, "are you likewise firmly resolved, to live right* 
eously and soberly in this world, to serve God and your neigh* 
bor, and are you really concerned for your everlasting welfare^ 
the salvation of your immortal soul ? Answer me this question 
>«rith sincerity, is this your determination ?'* "Most assured^ 
ly,** i*epiied Stilling, <*this is the true Polar star, towards which 
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ihy spirtt toniR, after many vibratiens t» and fro." *^Wd} thf^th 
coiisifi,'^ said Croidiiaany '<*! wlH fim^wi6itkHifiy<^Hr fi^e. O^d ;^b« 
hers miSiiin^ OKMre, tkan vaifi pride, ftnd :lliie Menlnf. i)f th^ firoud 
nMm, to bdraM his neighbor far M^tw hiiHif^elf; tt|ii8 \^ corru|il 
ImnHm nature. Bat he loves that man^ w\m in ^ci*et an^ 
Wttiiout«howlabain*8for the welfare «fh*s br^hren. Such a 
man )be raises in hm own ^ood time from the, di43t, nnd {rfaceth 
Mm onan^vated situation. There the fMu of i^ecUtude bUs^ 
wi^out any danger of being cast down; and bccatise theburdea 
•fliisMg^ station keeps him humble, he considers all men as 
his equals ; and >this I call truly iregenerated hunii^n nature, 
Ood 'Will therefore discipline you by many severe trials, thi^t 
frott 'may lay aside eivepy vain desire, and if you learn obediencey 
yon ^ill, after many probations, become a h^ppy man, and an 
iMtniment tn the hand of God for the happiness of many of your 
fellow erctttures. But if you disobey, you will perhaps soi>n rise 
Tory high in the world, and then fall at once, so that it shall 
•sand as a warning example to many," This declaration qf 
his coHsin made a deep Impression on Stilling ; it ajipeai'ed to 
litm, a^ if Goldman had read his very soul. /He therefore 
replied with great emotion : <<¥es, you are right, cousin, I fee), 
tUs will be the course, Providence intends to take with ipe/' 
fioldman amiled, and concluded the conversation 4n these words : 
'^x>w I begin to hope, you will be finally hapf>y.'^ 

The next morning he took Stilliiig into his oflke, and gave 
him some writings to copy, which be performed with so much 
dexterity, that Mr. Goldman would have eNaployed him as derk, 
if his irife had not been lather too ■economical. A few days after- 
wards. Stilting went to Lahnhnrg. He met the chaplain, as he 
was taking a Walk in the winding paths of a noble park, and im- 
mediately ddiv^red the letter, with tlie compliments fi*oni both 
the Messrs. GoldoEAn. Mr. Siiaberg recognized Stilling as 
soon as he saw him, for they had met once before atSalon* 
When Mr. Snaberg had read the letter, he desired Stilling to 
-walk with him till sunset, and in the mean time give him a nar- 
ration of his life. Stilling did it with his usual frankness and 
vifacity> which frequently dre\v tears from the eyes of his com< 
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panion. After supper Snaberg said to Stilling : <<My fHend» I 
have a station in view, which I think will suit you. The only 
question is, whether you can fill it with honor and faithfulness. 
Tlic princesses have a valuable mine in the neighborhood. 
They want a man to superintend it, who is faithful and txiaest, 
and understands the business well. The present occupant witt* 
move away in the spring, and then the office will become vacant. 
You will have a houflb, orchard, garden and sufficient land to 
cultivate, fi'ec of rent, and three hundred guilders salary. Now 
I must ask you two questions. The first is ; Have you the ne-- 
cessary knowledge of mineralogy and of the art of mining ? the 
second : Do you suppose yourself capable of undertaking an of- 

^fice with a fixed salary ?** Stilling, unable to conceal his joy at 
this projwsition, answered : **The fii-st question I can answer in 
the affirmative, for I have been brought up among colliers and 
miners ; and in regard to the second, my conscience permits me 
to say, that I hate every unfaitlifulness from the bottom of my 
soul.*' The chaplain replied : **I believe, there is no question 
about your fitness for that office, as far as skill in business is con- 
cerned ; 1 have heard of that already in your own country.^ But 
you ought not to speak so positively as to faithfulness ; for 
you don't know yet all that belongs to it. I have no doubt, 
you abhor every wilful dislionesty, but here a peculiar 
prudent kind of faithfulness is required, with which you 
cannot be yet acquainted. For instance: Suppose, you had that 
office, and wefe in want of money — suppose, your family 
stood in need of something, and you could not get that article 
without casli, would you not take it from moneys entrusted to 
Tou, in conseqiionce of your office ?'* *^No doubt,'* said Stilling, 
**l would do it, so long as I had any claims of salary.^' **l will 
admit that for argument's sake," observed Mr. Snaberg, '<b«t 
this opportunity will make you perhaps venture farther,so that you 
fall in arrears ; tlie first year may be only twenty guilders ; the ' 
second probtably foi*ty ; the third eighty; the forth two hund|E:ed, 
and so forth — until you either must run away, or be arrested as 
a defaulter. Do not su])posc, that there is no danger ! You arc 

- kind-hearted— people will soon perceive it^^one bottle of wine 
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per day will not be sufficient^ and this article alone will cost you 
yearly not less than one hundred guilders, besides the other 
nick-nacks. Clothes for yourself and family cost another hun- 
dred ] — ^Do you expect to satisfy all your other wants with the 
remaining hundred ?" — Stilling replied : <<We ought to be on 
our^ guard against such a state of things." "Yes," continued 
the chaplain, *^so we ought ; but how would you guard against 
it ?'* Stilling said : •^I would frankly inform every one, who 
comes to see me : *My circumstances will not admit of my pre- 
senting wine to you — with what else may I serve you V '* Sna- 
iierg laughed. — "Yes," said he, "that will do very well, but you 
may rest assured, you will find difficulties in the execution of 
your plan, of which you are not aware at present ; and I will 
give you an advice on that subject, which may be advantageous 
to you through life: whatever or wherever you may be in the 
world. Let your external appearance in clothes, food and drink 
tie moderate, and no one will demand from you more, than your 
appearance indicates. If I come Into a well furnished house, to 
a man in fine clothes, I do not ask of what rank in life he is, 
but I expect a bottle of wine and some cake ; on the other band, 
if { come into a bouse, plainly furnished, I expect nothing but 
a glass of beer and a pipe of tobacco." 

Stilling acknowledged the truth of his observation and an- 
swered with a smile : "This advice I shall never forget." "And 
yet»" observed Snaberg, "you will find greater difficulties in 
the execution of this plan, than you imagine ; man is very easily 
elated, if placed in an honorable situation, and it will be very dif- 
ficult to remain Stilling ; we desire to wear fashionable clothes, 
and this involves us in unexpected expenses, till our ruin is com- 
pleted. And nowiny friend, a full stop to all advice, I shall assist 
you, as far as ray influence extends, in obtaining this office, 
flope and joy prevented Stilling that night from closing his eyes 
in sleep. He Imagined himself already in his new house, one 
room of which was to be set apai't for a library, and for all the 
various mathematical instruments, h'i thought he needed ; in 
short, his imagination was wholly occupied with his future hap- 
py situation. 
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Tlie n«xt day be refiMiiiie4«l Ldiniioifr* l[> wvM tk9kfm 

Hit the tThapl^^ a^ifltciitloii. Sqccms crowned Mg eS^rte. and 

Sntli^ f^turtted w^h tlicse j^ad tidings to cousin Goldmai, 

Who Iftuj^liM hbartilyi as lie listened to StiUini^^^ ^utthmhaSc 

Himnti of hifi good fot'tune* When he bad fimshed his 6t<H 

Vy, thfe judge exclaimed : ♦K) coasia. bow will It end with 

y^tt ?-*-Thi8 is a s2tuatton» wMcii Ood i^ives you in bis wrath, 

IfycKi^obtkin it ; tt is the straight road to your raiiif and 1 will 

pi^vt'h to you. As sooh as yon shall have the places all d^ 

cbifrtiers tHti visit you, and will make ^Ivetnselves meny J^s at 

your texjiense. If yoa do not graiify ttiefr wishes, tliey will db- 

'j)tiVe yoti'of'the vffic^, as soon as they can find an (ifipaPtiiRityv 

'at^d4f ybu Mfhemdoifi yotirboase astheypleaset .your salary 

%o*nt ' he ^iifficterft^^ fiilfUhftg was alaraied, wlien be heard his 

'cbil<dn-tafk'ih ^hls tntmner, 'aiid mentioned, what advace be bad 

i^e^ivc^ from the 'dhafdain. ^^Ministers oan seldom :give gimi 

•pflictlcal divide in economy,^' said Mr. Goldiuan, ,<tbey raasdn 

Vef*y *\reh In 'the abtrtradt ; and a preaoher^of a good mopal cha- 

>adter4nf<y 'IfkoWise'live as he reasons, because lie is not ex- 

'pOiii^d^to marry 4;enfptations, but welay-^men are in a diSei-ent sit- 

'tt^tti^n.— ^I nntfst tell you too,- cousin, all the moralizing preach^ 

iRg is not worth a straw, reason ^never determines our aetionsrif 

our i^i^sioits %ire strongly interesteil; the heart has always an ex- 

Vnise prepared, aT)d persuades us, that black is white.— *Cousisi, 

'I'tntist tell you a truth, worth moretlian friend Snaberg^s advice! 

'A' man. Who has not learnt to love God with his wiiole heart, 

'tferiires tio 'g6Q(d 'from all moralizing ; preaching. The love of 

'6od ^lotie fits US, to'becom&iviorally good. Let this occurrence 

bea'wal-nihg to you; and 1 beg you, dismiss the Gentleman 

ovfer^eer of tlie tnhies of their Higlmesses, and welcome the poor 

needle afgain,' till Crod sliall open a door for you. As tailor you 

are still my dear cousin Stilling, and I shall put a stop Ui that 

'bus'in(^ss, as s'>on as I shall come to Lahnburg.** Stilling re- 

|>ried With great emotion : **Ah ! my dear cousin ! all this is 

very true! Whence shall I derive- streii{s:th, to resist tliat deq>- 

rmited and rndwelling pride t — The tiaie of man is sliort on 

earth. — What benefit shall I derive from having been agentle* 
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BUtn ?-^Tes» it ift tnie*^My htart is the most deceitful things on 
MTttv— 4t persQftded me to iielieve my vietTA to be pure» and that 
I intended to do all for the ^lory of God* and the good of my 
weigbbor $**-4>ut alas ! it is not so ! — I merely desii-e to become 
agreat lioan, and to rise high in the world. O ! whence ahall I 
obtain strength to overcome myself ?" 

When Stilling had ceased speaking, Goldman embraced 
bitn and said : "My noble cousin, be of good cheer — God will 
not permit your faithful heart to fall ; he will be your father.—^ 
We can obtain strength only by exercise in godliness ; the black* 
snith in the forge wields a hundred weight of iron under the 
forge-hammery and that apparently with as much ease^ as if 
there were no weight at all in It, and yet it is impossible for ua 
to do so. In the satne way, a man exercised in trials and proba-* 
tions, can overcome a great deal more^ than a potted child^ 
Wliich has undergone no trials. Be therefore of good couragey 
rejoice even in hours of adversity—* believe, that you are 
in the school of Providence, and that God is educating you for 
bis own purpose.*' 

Comforted and strengthened in spirit. Stilling returned the 
next day to his own country. His severest trial at that moment 
was to part from Mr. Goldman ; he judged him to be one of the 
best men he had ever known, and I still believe, that bis opinion 
was correct. A man, such as he was, deserves the name of Gold- 
man, or the golden man, because his words and actions were al- 
ways in correspondence. On his way homeward. Stilling re- 
solved to continue at his trade, to harbor no vain thoughts, and 
to employ merely his leisure-hours for the prosecution of his 
(ttodies. But a deep gloom spread over his mind, when he ap- 
proached Linedorf, being afraid of the reproaches of his father. 
He found William and an apprentice engaged in sewing. Hav- 
ing inquired after the healtii of his father and motlrer, he sat 
down in silence. William was likewise silent for some time, 
but at length pulled off his timble, and with folded arms addres- 
sed him as follows : 

"Henry, 1 have beard every thing, which has happened to 
you at Clafeld ; I make yon no re|>roaches, but I i>lainly see, 
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that God has hot destined you for a schoolmaster. Stick now to 
your needle^ and work with pleasure at the trade. You will still 
find many hoursy during which you may pursue your studies." 

Stilling felt quite angry at himself^ for his distrust towards 
his father, and renewed the resolution, which he had taken on 
the road, to await God's own time. He therefore replied : 

"Yes, father, you are right, and I will pray, tliat Gtod may 
change ray heart.*' 

He then sat down to sew. This occnrred a fortnight before 
Michaelmas, 1760, after he had just entered into his twenty-first 
year. If he could have remained at his trade, he would have 
been tolerably well satisfied ; but his father put him likewise to 
thrashing. During the whole winter he was compelled to rise 
every morning by two o'clock, and go to work on the thrashing- 
floor. His hands became full of blisters — his body trembled with 
pain and weariness, but all this availed him nothing. His father 
would perhaps have taken pity on him, but his mother demandedf 
that every one in the familv should earn his clothes and living. 
To all this ought to be added, that Stilling as schoolmaster could 
never live by his wages ; for in those parts of the country, the 
salary is exceedingly small ; twenty-five rix-doUars being the 
highest sum a schoolmaster i*eceives, besides board, which the 
employers give him by turns. Therefore all the schoolmasters 
have a trade, which they cany on during leisure-hours, that 
they may get with honor through the world. Stilling however did 
not like this modeof living; he found more agreeable employment; 
besides, he wished now and then to purchase a book, which was 
suitable for his pur|)ose — ^therefore his clothes were poor and 
worn out, so that he made but an indifferent appearance in the 
world. 

William was very saving— his wife was still more so— they 
had several small children, and great prudence was requisite, to 
make a living for the family. The father believed, that his son 
was tall and strong enough, to earn his own living, and when lie 
found himsHf disappointed in that hope, he was grieved, and fre- 
quently expressed a fear, that his son would become a vagabond. 
He thci-efore withdrew his love from him, treated him harshly, 
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and compeUed him to perforin every kind of labor, in despite 
of his weakness. Stilling thus found himself sunk almost into the 
lowest abyss of wi*etchedness. He knew, that he was unable 
to endure this way of living for any length of time ^ he almost 
bated his father's house, and endeavored to obtain work with 
other masters, to which his father readily consented. 

Sometimes, however, a ray of hope broke through this cloud 
of misery. John Stilling had been appointed president of the 
board of comnxerce, in consequence of his knowledge of Ma- 
thematics and Chemistry, his mechanical genius, and for the 
services, which he had rendered his country. Therefore he 
gave up his former business of surveying to his brother William. 
When the latter went into the county of Mark, to sui^vey and 
divide estates, he generally took his son with him, who was de- 
lighted with this occupation, and his father was pleased to ob- 
serve, that his son understood the art by far better, than him- 
self. This gave frequent opportunities for forming projects, and 
for building airy castles, which at least amused them for a while, 
though in the end they amounted to nothing. 

Sometimes men of business, desirous of engaging a sur- 
veyor, took notice of him, and admired liis skill, but his dress, 
which indicated extreme poverty, created suspicion, and they 
judged him to be a worthless fellow. Stilling perceived it, and 
this perception increased his misery. And when he returned 
home, his wretched situation fell upon him with redoubled 
weight from its contrast with his former pleasing occupation. — 
He therefore left his father^s house as often as he had an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining work> with other masters, but his earnings 
were by no means sufficient, to clothe himself decently. One 
day he came home. He had been working in a neighboring 
village, and intended to fetch several things from his father's 
house ; thinking of no evil, he entered the room with a free and 
smiling countenance. When his father saw him, he jumped 
from his seat, laid hold of him, attempting to throw him ; but 
Stilling seized both the arms of his father, holding him in a po- 
sition, that he could not stir, and gave him a look, whicli might 
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have moved a stone. Williain could not bear it^he attempted 
to liberate his arms^ but could not; he waa kept lacked fasi 
by the arms and hands of his son» which were convulsively 
closed. 

^'Father !'* said he in a mild but penetrating tone ; ^^father^ 
your blood flows in my veins^ and the bIood-*-the blood of a now 
bappy angel — do not provoke me to anger I I honor you — I love 
you — but"— 

He let go his father, hastened towards the window, ex- 
claiming : 

<<0 ! that my cry might reach the centre of the earth und 
the stars of heaven V* — 

Then he again approached his father, addressinjp him 
mildly : 

<<Father, what have I done, that you wish to chastise me ?** 

William held both hands before his face, sobbing aloud, 
and StilUfig went into a distant corner of the house, to give 
vent to his tears. Next morning he made up his bundle, 
and told bis fatlier, that he intended to travel as journeyman- 
tailor; and asked him to let him depart in peace. 

**No,'* said William deeply affected, "I can*t let you 
go now.'' — 

Stilling obsening his father's emotion, ccmsented to stay. 
This happened in the autumn of 1761. 



CHAPTER X. 

A short time after this occurrence, a master tailor at Flo- 
rcnburg hired Stilling to work for him a couple of weeks.— 
On the firat Sunday of his stay at that village, he paid a visit 
to his grandmother at Tiefenbach. He found her in the old 
place, behind the stove. She soon recognized his voice, though 
unable to see him, 

"Come Henry,'* said she, «sit down by my side." 

Stilling did so. 
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'*l liavc heard,*' continued slie, ♦that your father treatfi 
joo harshly, is: It perhaps the fanlt of your mother ?'* 

"No,** gaid 8tUling, "1 ascribe it to my grievous situation 
aloiie«'' 

**Mind rae f * said his grandmother, **it is dark round ab4>ut 
me, but in my heart shines a bright light ; ! know, your ca^e is 
Sifliilarto that of a woman in labor; with giM^at pain you will 
become, what you ought to be. Your departed grandfather fore- 
saw all this; I shall remember it as long as I live. One niglit 
we WCTe lying in bed, and could not sleep« We conversed of our 
cfaihlren, and likewise of you, for you are my son, and 1 have 
educated you. * Yes, Margaret,* said he, *I wish to know, what 
will become of that boy. I think William will get into trou- 
ble ; he will not be able to persevere in the way he holds reli- 
gion ; I hope he will remain an honest, pious man, but he will 
have lo undergo many trials,for he is very economical, and desirous 
to become wealthy. He wil! marry again, and then his lame 
feet wo^nt be able to follow his head. But his son cares nothing 
for money ; his heart is bent on books, and in our situation as 
farmers, we can make no living that way. I cannot imagine, 
faow father and son will agree ; but the boy will without fail be 
finally happy. If I make an axe, it is, because I want to cut 
wood with it, therefore 1 conclude, that God deals in a similar 
way with man.*^ * 

Stilling felt, as if he had been in the sanctuary, and had 
listened to an oracle. It seemed to him, as if his grandfather 
had spoken to him from the grave in his well known voice : "Be 
of good courage, Hemy, the God of thy fathers will be with 
thee.'* 

He then conversed on various subjects with his grand- 
mother. She entreated him, to exercise patience and resigna- 
tion, which he promised with many tears, and then left 
her. On his return to Florenburg, he took a farewell 
view of the beloved spot of his nativity, and recalled to mind 
all the occnrrences of the years of his childhood. 

During the few weeks, which he spent at Florenburg, his 
mind was in a peculiar situation. He found himself in 
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a pleasing state of melancholy ; but the cause of this sin- 
gular state of mind he was not able to discover; though it is 
probabley that the family circumstances of the master, with 
whom he worked, contributed a great deal towards it. There 
was a perfect harmony in the family, the wish of one seemed to 
be the will of all the others. His master had likewise a well ed* 
ucated daughter, celebrated as one of the first beauties of the 
country, gifted with a fine talent for singing and in possession of 
a large store of good songs and hymns. Stilling sympathized 
with her and she with him, though without any inclination to 
marry. They could for hours sing and converse together, 
without feeling more than friendship for each other. But I 
cannot say, what might have taken place^ if Stilling's stay in 
that family had been of longer continuance. In the mean time 
be enjoyed many happy hours during his abode in this family, 
which enjoyment would have been greater, if he had not been un- 
der the necessity of returning to Linedorf. 

While he was at Florenburg, pastor Stolbine sent him 
word, that he should come to him. He found Stolbine seat- 
ed in a armed-chair engaged in writing. Stilling stood before 
him, with the hat under his arm. 

**How are you. Stilling?" asked the minister. 

<<I am but indiiferent, your Reverence, I may compare my 
situation to that of Noah's dove, who found no place for the sole 
of her foot to rest upon.'* 

*<Then go into the ark !*' 

"I ca'nt find the door/' 

Stolbine laughed heartily and said : <<It is very possible. 
Tour father and yourself were angry at me, when I told your un- 
cle Simon, that you should mind your trade ; for you went soon 
after into the county of Mark, and meant to keep school in 
spite of parson Stolbine. I have heard, how matters have turned 
out. Now, having fluttered about long enough, without being 
able to find the door, it is my turn, to point it out to you." 

**0 pastor Stolbine, if you can assist me, Vl\ love you as an 
angel sent'by God:'* replied Stilling. 

^*Tcs, Stilling, there is a place vacant, for which I have dc- 
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stined you from your infancy, for which reason I insisted on 
your learning latin, and that you should continue your trade, 
after you had fared ill at Zellberg; and I disliked your 
boarding with Ginger, because he would doubtless have drawn 
you over to his pai-ty; but I durst not mention at that 
time, why I treated you harshly, though I meant it well. Had 
you remained at the trade, you would now have good clothes, 
and money besides. And w!iat harm would have come of it, it 
is stiil time enough for you to become happy. The Latin school 
here is vacant, you shall be the Rector; you have ability enough 
to leai*n soon, what may perhaps be lacking yet in sciences and 
languages.'* 

This proposition was in complete accordance with Stilling^s 
inclination ; he thought himself drawn from a dark dungeon and 
transferred into a paradise. He could not find words sufficient 
to express his gratitude to Mr. Stolbine, though he still enter* 
tained a secret dread of keeping school again. 

Mr. Stolbine continued : "One difficulty is yet to over- 
come. The borough council must be gained over ; I have alrea* 
dy done something towards it, I have probed the people, and 
found them inclined to employ you. But you know the situa- 
tion of things here. As soon as I attempt any thing, which I con- 
sider useful, they immediately oppose me, because I am the par- 
son ; we must therefore be careful and watch for a favorable 
opportunity. Do you keep to your trade, till I tell you, what is to 
be done.^^ Stilling agreed to every thing and returned to his 
shop. 

Before Christmas William had a great deal of work to fin- 
ish, and therefore called upon his son for assistance. Scarcely 
had he been a few days at Linedorf, when Mr.Rilehof the asses- 
sor, one of the first men at Florenburg came to his fathei*'s house. 
He was a bitter enemy of Mr. Stolbine ; he had heard of the 
report, that the Florenburger^s intended to engage Stilling for 
their Rector, and this agreed perfectly with his own wishes. But 
supposing, that the parson would use all his influence to prevent 
his plan, he had taken measures, to carry his point in de- 
spite of him. He accordingly proposed to William and his 
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•on» Chat the latter should move into his house after New* 
Year* and give his rhilclcen pi'ivate iiistruetion in the la- 
tin /Ianguaj2;e. Tiie other citizens of Florenburg wontld then 
ifikowise send their children and tiie business wofiJd be settled in 
such a manner as to carry the point even against Stolbine's will. 
This intentioa of Mr. Kilehof was very wrong, for Stolbine 
hm\ by law the superintendence of the latin as well as of all 
Dther schools in the parish ; an4 consequently the fii;st vote at 
every election* Stilling knew well, bow matters stood* and 
was glad to see atiairs take a favorable turn, but dui*st mit men- 
tk>a Mr. Stoibine^s real sentiments £rom fear^ tl»at Kilehof slioifrkl 
forthwith change his mind. 

William and his son w^e of opinion^ that the end of all 
troubles was at hand, for the situation was very respectable, and 
C4Hinected with a salary sufficient to make a living for a family. 
His stepmother likewise rejoiced at his favorable prospects, for 
she loved Stilling, but was fearful lie would become burdensome 
to them; though he had never received the most necessary articles 
of clothing in his fath^r\s house. On New-years'day 176^ he 
tnoveil to Kilehof^s at Florenburg, and commenced bis private 
Latin s(^hool. After a few days Mr* Stolbine gave him to under.- 
stand, that he wished to have a private interview with him. StiU 
ling went therefore one evening to him. The pai*8on expressed 
bis satisfaction, that affairs had taken the turn be desired* 
^Now,^^ said he to Stilling, ^<when they have made up their 
nunds about choosing you, they must after all come to me, to ob* 
tain my consent. And because they generally make blunders^ 
I am oppased to them. How will they study upon pointed sar* 
casms ! — And when they find, in the present case I am of their 
opinion, they will doubtless be sorry, for having elected you, 
but then it will be too late. Do you keep yourself quiets be di« 
ligent in your business, and all will do well. 

In the mean time tlie Florenburgers had fi*equent meetings 
at Mr. K.ilehof 's, to counsel together, how tl>ey miglit arm them- 
selves against the parson. Stilling, being present at all these 
consultations, was often compelled to leave the room, to give 
yent to laughter. Among the men who usually met at KilehoPs 
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of an evening, was a Frenchman by the name of Gajret. No one 
in the Tillage knew the place of his birth, whether he was of the 
Reformed or of the Lut1iei*an religion, or how it happened, that 
he was always flush of money. In rases of disputes in the bo* 
rough, be always played his cards so dexterously, tliat it was dif- 
ficult to find out to what party he belonged. Stilling had formed 
some acquaintance with him, when he attended the latin school 
at Florenburg. Gayet was fond of the company of intelligent 
people. Meeting with none of that description in the town, he 
delighted in exercising his wit at the expense of his fellow towns- 
men. Whenever the Florenburgers were assembled in council 
for the purpose of laying plans to take parson Stolbine by sur- 
prise, he likewise attended, with the view of enjoying a laugh at 
their expense. 

One evening as six or eight of them were in earnest conver- 
sation about the election of their teacher, Gayet addressed them as 
follows: Neighboi-s ! I will tell you a story. At the time when I 
was peddling hats, I took a notion to visit the kingdom of Siberia 
and its capital Emugia. The king of that country had died a 
short time before my arrival, and the States of the realm were 
assembled for the purpose of electing another king. But there 
was one difficulty to overcome : the kingdom of Crossgrainland 
bounds on Siberia, and both States had been from time immemorial 
at war with each other. The cause of this hostility was not unim- 
portant. The ears of the Siberians were long and straight* such 
as asses have; the ears of the Crossgrainlanders were hanging 
down over their shoulders, like the ears of the Elephant The 
bone of contention was the assertion of each nation, that the 
ears of Adam, the progenitor of the human family, had been such 
as they respectively possessed. It was therefore absolutely re- 
quisite, that in each country an orthodox king should be chosen. 
The most infallible criterion of his orthodoxy was the degree 
of hatred which he manifested towards the other nation. When 
I was there, the Siberians proposed a sery clever man, as a candi- 
date for the crown, not so much on account of his orthodoxy, as 
in consequence of his good sense and general knowledge. On 
the day of election it appeared that many were dissatisfied with 
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biiD» and wUfafheHl their vptep, becajuse he w^js itS^Uw. ip ojc- 
thodoxy, according to the fashionable definition of that terii\. 
But at length he was cho$$en» anjd the parliament ne^ojlvedf that 
their king should forthwith declare war, and march with a well 
disciplined army of asses-ears against the king of Crossfgrainland^ 
This parliamentary decree was forthwith put in execution: and tbfc 
new king gaveordera for the assembling of a large army. When 
collected, he placed himself at its head, and marched against 
the king of the hostile country. But when the armies had met, 
the king of the Siberians demanded an interview with the kin|; 
of the enemy, and — strange to tell — at this meetizjg embrace4 
and called him brother. This so enraged the Siberians, that 
they immediately deposed their king, cut off his ears apd seqt 
him into exile. 

When Gayet had finished his story, Scultetus the burgoma- 
ster observed : "Why, Mr. Gayet, you have been a great tra,- 
veller !'* 

"Ah !'^ observed another, I suspect he means us by that sto- 
ry ; he intends to tell us, that we are as stqpid as asse^.^' 

But assessor Kilehof looked at Gayet with a smile and whis- 
pered in his ear : "The fools are not awa]*^, that you me^n the 
Parson and his consistory/' 

Gayet whispered back: **You have hit it in part/* 

When they thought they were sufficiently prepared,they sent 
a deputation to the parson. — This took place about the begin- 
ning of Lent Kilehof was chosen speaker. Stilling waited 
with much impatience for the result. Kilehof addressed thp 
minister as follows : 

"Your Reverence, we have elected a latin teacher, and come 
to announce it to you.*' 

"But you have not asked for my vote on that occasion ?'' 

*<That is of no importance, th^ children are our qwn, the 
school is our property, and the schoolmaster is qur owi^.'' 

**But government has appointed me to examine vour Rector, 
and confirm your election. Do you understand me ?'' 

**With this intention we have come," 

**Well then, I likewise have a teacher in view, a real 
good one, and that is the well-known schoolmaster Stilling. 
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Kilehof and the other men looked at each other, but Stol- 
fiitie'smiled in triumph ; thus both parties Were silent for a while. 
At length Kilehof replied : <*Well, we are then of one opinion!'* 

<«Tes, Mr. Headstrong, we are for once of one opinion; 
sisnd me your schoolmaster, Pll confirm him in his ofRce/' 

"We are not quite so far yet, Mr. Stolbine, we must have 
a separate school-hoUse, and disconnect the Latin and the Ger- 
man school/' (For both the schools were united, each teacher 
receiving half the salary, and the latin teacher assisted the ger* 
Itian^ as much as possible.) 

^'God pardon my sin ! Here the devil sows tares again after 
dl ! How shall your rector make a living V^ 

**That is our look out, not yours.** 

•*Mr. Kilehof, you are rfeally a very foolish fellow, a beast 
ii8 big as ever trod upon the earth. Go your way." 

<< What ?— Too— You abuse me ?" 

^<Go home you fools, you shall not have Stilling, as long as 
1 am minister.'* And so he left theiii. 

Befol^ Mr. Kilehof reached home. Stilling received ordei-s, 
to come to Stolbine. He thought he woiild now be confirmed in 
Ms office. But bow great was his disappointment, when Stol- 
bine addressed him as fallows : "Stilling ! this situation is not 
for you 5 iinlesil you wish to run into utter ruin, meddle not at 
all with the If'lof-enburgers !" 

Then he l*d[ated what had occurred. Stilling took leave of 
Mr. Stdlbine with ^ very agitated mind. As he was leaving 
him, the minister gave him the following parting advice : "Be 
^tient, God will yet bless you, and make you happy ; keep 
to your trade, till I can find something better for you.*^ 

The Florenburgers were now angry with Stilling too, be- 
cau.^e tliey believed he had secretly played one game with the 
parson. They therefore forsook him and elected another 
teacher. Mr. Stolbine gratified their wishes this time; he 
confirmed the Rector they had chosen, and they gave him a 
separate house. But because tiicy could not withdraw the salary 
from the old german school, they resolved to procure sixty hirin 
scholars for him, and agreed to pay four rixdollai*^ tuition per 
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year for each scholar. But the itian had sixty scholars only du- 
ring the first quarter, forty the second, at the close of the year 
twenty, and after some time scarcely five, so that he died in mis- 
ery and want, and his wife and children went a begging. 

After this occurrence Mr. Stolbine withdrew from public 
business, and attended only to his ministerial and offici^il du- 
ties. The causes which had most frequently led liim into er- 
ror, were, his great family pride; an extreme fondness of power; 
and an unyielding claim to personal attention. With these excep- 
tions, he was a good hearted man, whom the poor never sisked 
in vain, for he gave as long as he had any thing to bestow, and 
endeavored to relieve the distressed among his fellow beings, 
whenever lie had it in his power. But if he saw a man from the low- 
er walks of life rise in the world to an honorable station in -soci- 
ety, his jealousy was kindled, so that he lost every charitable 
feeling towards him. For this reason he had also disliked John 
Stilling, and frequently given him to understand, that he did not 
believe him capable of filling the office, he held ; and if John 
had not been prudent enough, to give way to the old man, their 
disagreement would Iiave been the cause of many quarrels. 

But Stolbine's example shews, that, where the fruits of i*e- 
ligion, goodness of heart and honesty, exist, they will finally pre- 
vail over all imperfections. The board of commerce, to which 
Stolbine and several other Florenburgers belonged, met at the 
house of their President, John Stilling. When Mr* Stolbine ar- 
rived, John Stilling arose to meet him, and led him to a chair 
on his right hand. The minister was on that day uncommonly 
friendly. After dinner he addressed the company in the following 
manner: 

'^Gentlemen and friends ! I am an old man, and feel my 
strength failing every day; this is probably the last time, that 
ni meet you in this body ; if there is any one here, who has 
not yet forgiven me, in whatsoever I may have ofiended him, 
I ask his pardon from all my heart.'^ 

All pei'sons present looked at each other in silence, till pi*e- 
fiidcnt Stilling answered': 

^'Reverend Sir, this declaration penetrates my heart. We 
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are all weak^ iflnperfect men, I am uiulcr infinite (li)li.^atioifs to 
you, for having instructed me in the truths of our holy religion j 
and I have frequently given you cause of offense, I am therefoi*e 
thefirsty who asks your pardon from the bottou) of my heart for 
every thing wherein 1 may have offended you.'' 

Mr. Stolbine was so affected by tiiis address, that he was 
compelled to give free course to his tears. He arose, enibr<accd 
Stilling and said: "I have frequently offended you, I am very 
sorry for it, henceforth we are brethren.*' 

"No,'* answered Stilling, "you are my father, give me your 
blessing.'* 

Stolbine holding him still in his embrace replied : "You 
are blessed, you and your family, and that for the sake of that 
man who so often was my pride and my joy/% 

This scene was so affecting, that most oi the gentlemen pre- 
sent could not refrain from shedding tears. The minister then 
went to Mr. Rilehof and the other Florenburgei^, and asked 
witli a smiling countenance: 

"Shall we not likewise balance accounts to day?" 

Kilehof answered : "We are not angry with you !'* 

<•! do not speak of that now," said the minister, "I for my 
part most solemnly beg your pardon for every thing*, wherein 
I may have oflRended you !" 

<*Wc forgive you," replied Kilehof, "but you ought to ask 
pardon from the pulpit." 

Stolbine felt his whole fire again, but said nothing, and sat 
down by the side of Stilling, whose zeal kindled ; he arose and 
said : 

"Mr. Kilehof, you cannot expect, that God will forgive 
your sins. Mr. Stolbine has performed his duty. Christ 
commands us, to love one another, and to entertain a desire af- 
ter I'econciliation. He will reward your obstinacy upon your 
own head." Mr. Stolbine concluded this moving scene in the 
following words : 

**l will likewise do, what Mr. Kilehof has demanded, and 
from the pulpit ask the pardon of my congregation, and I will 
prophesy to them, that one will come after me, who shall recom- 
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phecy was afterwards more than fulfilled. 

Soon after this occurrence, Mr. Stolbine departed in peace> 
ikhd was buried in the church at Florehburg by tli^ side of hid 
wife. He had been hated while living, but after his death he 
Wa.^ lamented and honored, benry Stilling at least shall hold 
him in grateful remembrance all the days of his life. 

Stilling stayed till Easter in the house of Mr. Eilishof, where 
he with grief observed, that they Wei-e tired of him, Which caused 
him frequertlly to sigh for a change. One morning, lyitig sleep- 
less in his bed, he reflected seriously on his present situation.— » 
Tb return to his father, W^ art idea, he could not endure, for the 
Vrork in the ii<^ld would have ruined his constitution ; besid^^ 
bis father gave him nothing but his bbard, ahd whatever he 
esitned besides. Was deducted from tltb loan, which he had 
deceived, when his salary as schoolmadter was irisufficiertt for 
his hiatntenahce. He could therefore nnt think of getting any 
new clothes, and his old ones would be completely worn out irt 
a year's time. To work out from home as jOurHeymari with 
other masteri4, was likewise disagreeable to him, and his Wages 
tff half Si guilder per week, woiild not have b^n sufficietft, to 
|M*oCure him even the most necessary clothing. Thesfe reflec- 
tions bad so powerful an effect upon his mind^ that he left hLi 
heA tod elclaitfned : <<Almigiity God ! what is to becofhe of 

Ift that niont^t the following scripture passage occarred 
to his mind : ^^Go out of thy country, fi*6m thy Jcindred H.n'ft 
thy father's house, into a land, which I shall shew thee.^' — 
This passage at 6nte allayed the storm in Ins fnf hd, and h'6 re- 
s^ved to follow the eXaitiplc of Abraham. This happened oW 
Tuesday befoi-e £aster. The same day his father came to see 
bim^Who had heard of his critical situation. Both^ father and 
KoAy went into a private room, and William began : 

**Henry, I come to consult with you. I see, that you are 
not the author of your misfui*tunes ; God has not destined you 
to he a tcailier— you are an excellent tailor, but your circum- 
sfftnce^ are such, that your trade will not procure yiHi the neces- 
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wondery because I am unable to provide a living for youji unle^i 
you Qould do the work, wbich I have to do ; for it falls hard upp,q^ 
me, to maint^n my wife and children* Have you coQsi,derec|f 
what you ought to do 7" 

"Fatlier ! I have reflected on it for years, but only since tU^ 
laoniing I have a clear view of what I ought to do.---I mvst lea,v^ 
wy country, and watch the ways of Providence/' 

<^ rhi^ is my opinion too, my son ! If we take past occur*, 
rences into consideration, it is plain, that the course, which Pror^ 
vidence has led you hitherto, dirQcl^s us to take that step. And 
besides, what can you expect here? Tour uncle has his own^ 
children to provide for, and. as father he ought to do so, before 
he thinks of you ; in the mean time you advance in years with«v 
out any prospects for the future. But — when I think of your. 
first yeai-s — and the satisfaction — which I promised myself-w*. 
and you will now be gone^—Stilling's joy will be gone top^^tho^. 
very picture of the honest, old father." — 

Here tears stiBed his voice; he held his hand before hii; 
eyes and wept aloud. Henry's feelings were overpower-, 
ed by this seeder— he fainted away. When he had recovered* 
bis father roac from his seat, took him by tlie band, and said : 

"Henry, take leave of no one ; but set out, whenever yoiii^ 
heavenly Father directs you to go. His lioly angels wiH ac- 
company you,whither'SQeveryou may trave^i — write me frequents* 
ly, how yoi4 are !'^ — 

With these words he left the room. 

Stilling commended himself to God ; he felt, that the bondft 
^ere broken, which had bound him to his relatives and friends. 
He waited vvith some impatience for the second Easter*day, on 
which he was determined to depart^ He spoke with no one of 
his intention, nor visited any body. In the interval be 
yaid one more parting-visit to the graves of his grandfather and 
mother. It was. on the evening before Easter j the full*moon 
slione in all her brightness; he sat a while on each grave, re-^ 
tecting how much happier he would be, if these two persons were 
still living; he then took a solemn farewell of the resting-.place8 of 
these two dear departed friends, and went his way. 
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On the morning of the second Easter-day, which was the ISth of 
April* 1762, he settled accounts with Mr. Kilehof, received about 
four dollars in cash, packed thi-ec old shii^, one pair of stock- 
ings, a nightcap, his thimble and scissors into a valise, dressed 
himself in his best suit, which consisted in a pair of tolerably 
decent shoes, black woolen stockings, leather small-clothes, a 
black broadcloth waistcoat, a half- worn coat of coarse brown 
broadcloth, and a large brimmed hat, according to the fashion 
of the times ; he took his long haw-thorn cane in his hand, and 
went to Salon, to procure a passport. 

From Salen he started in a northwesterly direction, till he 
came to a post-road, which he followed without knowing, whither 
it was leading, and arrived in the evening at a village on the 
Confines of the principality of Salen, At the tavern he ad- 
di*cssed a farewell-line to his fattier, promising to write a^ain, 
so soon as he should have found a place of rest. Among the 
guests were several carters, of whom he inquired, to what place 
the post-road was leading, and was informed it led to Shonen- 
thal. He had frequently heard of that celebrated commercial 
city, and therefore resolved to go thither, and for tliat purpose 
Inquired after all the towns and villages along the road, and 
their respective distances fmm each other ; and having carefully 
made a memorandum of all this, went to bed. 

The next morning, after breakfast, having commended him- 
self to God, he continued his journey; but the weather was so 
foggy, that he could see but a short distance before him. He 
soon reached an extensive heath, which was crossed by roads 
hi almost every direction, of which he followed the one, which 
appeared to him the plainest. Between ten and eleven 
o'clock the fog dispersed, the sun made his appearance, and to 
his astonisliment he found, that the road he had taken, was lead- 
ing in an easterly direction. He continued it however, till became 
to a rising ground, whence he saw the town again, where he had 
stayed the preceding night. He again turned, and, because the 
sky was rlear, soon foimd tlie post-road, which in about one hour's 
time brought him to the top of a very high hill. Here he seated 
himself on the green so:l, and looked t)ward3 the South-East.— 
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At a considerable distance, he beheld the Greissenberg castle^ 
the Giller and other well known mountains and countries. A 
deep sigh stole from his heart, tears started into his eyeSf be 
pulled out his pocket-book^ and wrote the following lines : 

With throbbing heart, and deeply mouming» 
Once more I these dear hills descry ; 

Yet, while my longing tears are flowing. 
For yonder hills, where Luna^s eye 

With cool refreshing shade me bless'd. 

And nought but joy did fill my breast. 

I feel, as if in sweetest dreaming. 
The purest Zephyrs waft me air. 

And at life's fount, through Eden streaming, 
I see our father Adam there. 

While draughts of life Vm freely drinking. 

And faint with joy in rapture sinking. 

Well then ! I turn my looks for ever. 
To unknown mountains, brooks and fields. 

To see my much lov'd country never. 
Till life its due to nature yields. 

gracious Grod ! direct with blessing. 

My dark and unknown paths unceasing ! 

Having written these lines he arose, wiped away his tears, 
seized his cane, swung his valise over his shoulders, and walked 
down into the valley. 
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HENRY STILiLtlNG. 



THIRD BOOK. 



fj^tnt^SbtilUnttn ^tttsi^ivmtiom. 



CHAPTER 1. 

When tfenry Stilling had descended the mountain^ and lost 
sight of his native country, he began to breathe more freely^ every 
connection and relation, in which he had hitherto stood, seemed 
.to cease, and he felt perfectly happy and satisfied. The weather 
was vei7 fine ; at noon he stopt at a tavern, and having taken 
some refreshment, pursued his way, which about sunset brought 
him to a miserable looking village, situated between swamps and 
bushes, in a narrow, lonely valley. It had been his intention, 
to spend the night at a village six miles farther on, but having 
missed the road in the morning, he could not reach it At the 
first house he inquired after a place of entertainment for stran- 
gers* This being pointed out to him, he entered, and laid down 
his valise. Soon after the landlord came in, accompanied by 
several small children, and hung a lamp in the middle of the 
room. Every thing had such a miserable and suspicious ap- 
pearance, that Stilling became very uneasy, though he possessed 
nothing, which would have been worth stealing. They gave 
him his supper, which he ate with a good appetite, and after- 
wards lay down on a bed of straw prepared for him. But 
fear prevented him from closing his eyes in sleep till midnight. 
Towards twelve o'clock he heard the woman call her husband : 

*' Arnold ! are you asleep ?'* 

"No,'* replied he, "I am not.** 
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Stilling listened^ but kept himself very quiet, that th«y might 
suppose him asleep* 

<*Wliat kind of a fellow may that be ?♦• said the woman. 

Arnold replied : <<Gk)d only knows-*I have been 8tu<lying 
the whole evening about it— he did not say much — peftops he is 
a bad fellow.'* 

"Do not always think ill of folks/* replied Cathnrine, 
«*that young man has a very honest look, but I fear, he has 
been unfortunate. I do pity him f he had such a melamMioly 
appearance, when he entered our door. [ believe he is in some 
trouble or other ; may God assist him !'* 

"You are right, Cate,*' replied Arnold, "may God pardon 
my suspicion — I was just thinking of tlie schoolmaster from 
the country of Salen, who stayed all night here, a few years ago; 
he was dressed just so, and we afterwards heardf that he had 
been forging money." 

"Arnold,** said Gate, "can you not distinguish people from 
their looks? That other fellow had a gloomy and dark appear- 
ance, and durat not look any body in the face, but this one 
seems very friendly and pious; Vm sure, he has a good 
conscience.'* 

"Yes, yes,'* concluded Arnold, "we will commend him to 
God, he will be his helper in every time of need, if he walks in 
his ways.'* 

The good people afterwards fell asleep, and Stilling thanked 
God on his bed of straw, that a Stilliiig*s spirit was ruling in 
this family, and slept as soundly till morning, as if he had lain 
on a bed of down. When he awoke, the people of the house 
were dressing ; he looked at them with a smile, as he bade them 
good morning. They asked him, how he had slept? 

He replied : "After midnight very well." 

"I suppose, you were tired yesterday evening,'* said Catet 
"you looked rather melancholy and low-spirited." 

Stilling answered : "My dear friends, I was not so very 
tired, but 1 have passed through many trials in my life^ though 
I am young, and 1 therefore appear to be more gloomy, than I 
really am. Besides, I have to acknowledge, I entertained some 
fear, that I was not among good people.'* 
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^Yesy^ said Arnold, '^you are among people, who fear the 
Lord, and desire to have an interest in Jesus ; if you had 
ever so much money, it would he secure with us.** 

Stilling took him by the hand, and said : <<May Gk>d bless 
you ! Y041 and T have the same desire !'^ 

**Cate,* continued Arnold, <<make us a good dish of tea, 
and fetch s«)me of your best cream, we will break&ist togetlier, 
perhaps we may never meet again.*' 

Cate performed the desire of her husband with alacrity. — 
Stilling was sorry, that he had to part fn>m these people ; tears 
filled the eyes of all, when he bade them farewell* Com* 
forted and encouraged, he continued his journey. After five 
hours travelling, he came to a handsome borough, situated in a 
charming part of the country. On inquiry, a tavern was pointed 
out to him, wkich he entered. An old man was seated near the 
stove, the make of whose clothes indicated, that he had once 
been in better circumstances than now, but their present condition 
proved, that he had been reduced to poverty. Besides him, there 
were two young men and a girl in the room, dressed in deep 
mourning. The girl seemed to have the management of the 
kitchen. Stilling took his seat opposite the old man, who 
seemed disposed, to enter into conversation \sith him« They 
soon became very communicative, and Stilling gave him the whole 
history of his life, in which the old man appeared to take great 
interest. 

Conrad Brower — such was the name of the old man — com«^ 
menced now a narrative of the occurrences of his life. 

^*I am the oldest of three brothers,** said he, **the youngest 
was the father of these children, whose mother died several years 
ago, but the father within a few weeks. My second brother is 
a wealthy merchant in this place. I have been a woolen-draper, 
and as our parents had left us no property, I instructed my two 
brothers in the same business ; but the youngest brother married 
a rich wife, left the trade and kept a public house. I and my se- 
cond brother continued the business so successfully, that I ob- 
tained wealth and honor. My brother, who had shared my good 
fortune with m^ began to think of marrying. Thei*e was ati old 
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iriftM Ilvitig in ottr ndighborboed, who liad parsed faerfiiKtieth 
yeiiry and had become proTerbial on account of her deformity 
and want of cleanlinefls. Her money, ho,wever» had Bafficieat 
ttttt^ction for my brother, to overlook every thing else. She 
was as stingy as she was rich, so that she satisfied the cravings 
.of hanger and thirst with scarcely any thing but the coarsest food 
And drink* Rumor said, that she kept her money secreted in some 
hiding-place, unknown to all but herself. My brother was smao 
cessfQl in his courtship, and they were married. For some 
time he was unable to discover her mammon, but at last he 
found it, and secured it to himself. His wife was so giieved 
«t the loss of her treasury, that she became consumptive, and 
died to tbe great satisfaction of my brother. The fashionable 
moiirniog'time having elapsed,he married a young woman,who was 
about as rich,as he bad chanced to become. He now began to use his 
wealth to the best advantage, and that too at my expense. For 
he traded in woolen cloth, which he was enabled to sell mucb 
lower, than I was, and by this means I lost my .customers ^ 
my affairs became disordered, and I was involved. 

When be saw, his plan had fully succeeded, he pretended all 
at once great friendship for me ; offered to loan me as much 
money, as I wanted, and I was foolish enough, to enter into 
ti>e trap. When he thought it was time, he seized upon every 
thing, I possessed ; my wife grieved herself to death, and I live 
now here in misery and want. After he had ruined me, he {day- 
ed tbe same game with my brother.*' 

Stilling had listened with horror to thisstory. When BiH>wer 
had finished, he obser^^ed : 

**This man must be one of the worst characters in existence ; 
he will have a long account to setUe before the tribunal of 
God.*' 

"True enough,** replied B rower, "but persons of this de^ 
scription do not think of that now.** 

After dinner. Stilling played on a piano-forte the tune: 
Commit thou all thy griefs and ways into his hands, &c. Mr. 
Brower folded bis hands, and accompanied liim with his voice. 
The young people also joined them. Stilling then paid bis 
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bW) shook bands with all and bade tbem fareweD. Tbcgr fellow^ 
ed him to the door, commending him to the protectioii of Qodt 
He continued bis way to Sbonenthal, delighted to haveUtherle 
met With so many kind-hearted and I'eligioiis people, I shall 
caH the borough, where Stilling had dined, Holzhime, as I have 
to condoGl the reader once more to that spot in the sequel* 

Sbonenthal is but fifteen miles from Holzhime, yet baWng 
stayed a good while at t^ie latter place, he could not reach flie 
former that evening. He therefore stopt for the night at a place 
called Rasenbime, about three miles from ShonenthaL The peo^ 
pie with whom he lodged, did not suit his taste, he was tbereu 
fore silent and reserved. The next morning be weirt to Sbo- 
nenthat* When be had ascended the bill, whence a full view of that 
beantiAil city burst upon bis sight, it being sitaated in a pu*a*- 
disical valley, he sat down on the green tur^ to enjoy the pro- 
spect He wished, it might be his lot, to spend bis fife in that 
piaee. He reflectetl, what be should do ? His dislike to the tai- 
iMf^s trade induced him, to think of a situation as clerk in a storei 
but having no acquaintances in Shonentbal, who would be likely 
to interest themselves In his behalf, he resolved to go to Dom* 
fcld, a villager a few miles East of the city* where the son of his 
friend Dahlbime was minister. He found him at home, gave 
bHR an aecoant of his present circumstances, and made his 
wisbe» known. If Stilling had been better acqtrainted with the 
woiid, lie would h-ave been aware, that I>ahlWme could d6 
very little for him, be being a total stranger in that place. Mh 
Dahlhimey though a countryman of his, was unacquainted with 
SttRing and Irs family, and therefore could not recomtrrend hint. 
i£e tbei'cftn^e returned to Shonentbal, without havmg effected 
any thing, and intended to look for a place as journeytnan-tafc* 
tK>r. Bttt perceiving, in passing through the streets, that the tnu 
Kirs were seated cross-legged on the table, whereas he bad been 
accustomed, to work in a sitting posture before the table, he re-^ 
jected the idea of following his trade. 

As he was walking through the town, uncertain what he 
should dO) he eybserved a weH di^ssed man engaged in festening 
two large baskets to the saddle of a horse. Stilling inquired of 
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biin» if he iiftended to leave town that evening? The man in- 
formed hiniy that he was the penny-post from Schauberg, and was 
on the iwint of starting for that place. Stilling recollecting, that a 
son of pai'son Stolbine was minister there, and that several of his 
countrymen were tailors in that village, resolved, to take that op- 
portunity to go thither. Schauberg lies about nine miles in a south- 
erly direction from Shonenthal. Having arrived there. Stilling 
went forthwith to Mr. Stolbine, who was glad to see him, as he 
had been acquainted with Stilling^s grandfather, mother and 
father, and had been Henry*s school-mate at Florenburg. He 
advised him to follow his trade, until he could find some more 
suitable occupation for him. He immediately sent for a jour- 
neyman-tailor, to inquii*e, if Stilling could obtain work In the 
village, and being informed that a certain Mr. Nagle was in 
want of a journeyman, ordered his hired girl to point out the 
bouse to Stilling, where he was gladly received. 

When he went to bed and reflected on the occurrences of 
the last days, grateful acknowledgments arose fi*om his heart for 
the faithful Providence of his heavenly father. Stilling had left 
his native country, without knowing whither to direct his course, 
and Providence had graciously led him at the close of the third 
day to a place, where he was enabled to earn his living. 

He convinced himself now of the truth of his father's decla- 
ration, that a trade was an excellent gift of God, and would al- 
ways maintain the man who understood it well* He was angry 
with himself, for having been so unwilling to follow it ; he ad- 
dressed himself in prayer to God, that he would in future direct 
him by his divine spirit,expressed his gratitude for God^s gracious 
guidance and protection, which he had vouchsafed him hitherto, 
and then lay down to sleep. The next morning he commenced 
his work. Mr. Nagle had no other journeyman ; his wife, her 
two daughters and two sons assisted him in his business. Stil- 
ling^s skill at the trade soon gained him the good will of the ma- 
ster who employed him, and his communicativeness and desire 
to please, secured to him kind treatment from the woman and the 
children. He had scarcely been three days in the house, when 
b9 felt quite at home ; and fearing neither reproaches nor per- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



137 

snatton, ho was fop the present perfectly happy. The first Sun- 
day of his stay at Shauberg, in the afternoon he wrote letters to 
his father^ uncle and other relatives and friends^ to inform them 
of his present situation and circumstances. He soon received 
cheering answers ; his friends admonished him to an humble and 
pious life, and warned him against connecting himself with per- 
sons of a doubtful character. He soon became known through 
town ; for on Sundays at church he always took his place before 
the organ, and as the organist was very unskilful in hisbusinesst 
Stilling attracted the attention of the people by his superior skill 
in music. They generally stopt at the church-door, until he came 
down from the organ, inquiring of one another, who the stranger 
was ? until it became universally known, that he was working 
as journeyman with Mr. Naglc; who with his whole family treat- 
ed him in the kindest manner. Pastor Stolbine was pleased to 
see his countryman beloved and respected in the village. Thus 
thirteen weeks passed on very pleasantly; Stilling was not asham- 
ed of his trade, nor did he feel a strong desire of changing his 
present condition. 

One Sunday afternoon he took a walk through the streets of 
the town, the sun shone bright, dctatched white clouds were float- 
ing in the air; he was not engaged in any peculiarly serious 
reflections^ when of a sudden an unknown power pervaded his 
sonl, he began to tremble in all his limbs, and could scarcely 
refrain from sinking to the ground, and from that time he felt a 
strong desire to live wholly to the glory of God, and for tlie wel- 
fare of his fellow men ; yea, so great was in that moment his 
love to God and the divine Redeemer, as well as to all mankind, 
that he would willingly have sacrificed his life to serve them, 
had it been required. At the same time he was determined, to 
watch in future over his thoughts, words and deeds* that they 
might all be acceptable unto God and useful to his fellow-crea- 
tures. On that spot he covenanted with God, to give himself up 
to his guidance and direction, and to entertain no longer vain 
wishes, but. gladly to remain what he was, if it should be the 
will and direction of God. He immediately returned home, but 
said nothing to any person concerning this occurrence. 

S 
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CHAPTER II. 

Three weeks after this as Stilling was rcttirnittg frorti 
rhiirch, the thought occurred to him, that he bad never visited 
the town-schoolmaster, and forthwith went to see him. He knew 
Stilling already, expressed his satisFaction at seeing him, and 
asked him, if he were willing to accept a place as private teaclH 
er in a good family. **I have received a letter from Mr. Hoch- 
berg a rich merchant,'* ^aid he, "desiring me to procure him a 
teacher for his children, I did not think of you until yoii 
entered the room; it is my opinion, you will be the most suitable 
man for him that I know. Stilling was elated with joy, be- 
lieving the hour had come, in which he should forever be Kberated 
from the tailor's trade. He therefore gladly assented, telling 
his friend at the same time, that it had always been his inten- 
tion, to serve God and his neighbor with the talents he had 
received, and he was the more willing to accept the office, be- 
cause he looked upon it as the means of promoting his own hap- 
piness. *'I have no doubt of that,'' replied the schoolmaster ; **it 
will altogether depend on your conduct, whether this situation 
sliall piove a means of promoting your own happiness; I shall 
write to Mr. Hochberg by next mail, and I expect, he Will sooii 
send for you. When Stilling came home, he communicated 
his new prospects to Mr. Stolbine, Mr. Nagle and his family. 
The minister was glad, but Mr. Nagle and his family were not 
in favor of Stilling's leaving them, he was however determined 
to go ; for he had the greatest aversion to the tailor^s trade, and 
lived in anxious expectation of the time, when he should be caHed 
to his destined place. Still he felt something in his breast, 
which resisted this call ; this unknown something was continu- 
ally endeavoring to convince him, that the strong desire for 
changing his situation proceeded from his corrupted heart ; this 
new conscience, if I dare say so, had never troubled him befoi* 
the Sunday, on which he had made that covenant with God. 
This conviction grieved him, he knew, what his conscience said 
was true, but his inclination for accepting the office, was too 
strong to be resisted : and besides the old serpent represented it 
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to htm as impossible^ that God should wish him to remain for^ 
ever a tailor, and bury the talents, which he had received for iin- 
lirovement, and that therefore the resistance of his conscience whs 
nofthing but a hyprocondrical idea. But conscience object- 
ed : how frequently hast thou desired to improve thy talents, 
in the instruction of youth and how hast thou fared ! The ser- 
pent on the other hand replied : that all these difficulties had 
been so many probations to prepare and fit him for a station of 
^ater consequence., And Stilling believed the serpent, and con- 
science was silent The next Sunday a messenger came from Mr. 
Hochbcrg, to take Stilling to his house, Mr. Nagle^s family were 
much affected at his leaving them, but he departed with pleasure. 
Mr. Hocbberg's house was situated in a pleasant valley near a 
considerable creek, and not far from the post-road, which Stilling 
bad travelled on leaving his native country. He had hardly enter- 
ed the house, when Mrs. Uochberg made her appearance. She 
was a lady of fashion, and of uncommon beauty. She welcomed 
Stilling and conducted him into a handsome and well furnished 
parlor. Two fine little boys dressed in a scarlet uniform, and a 
btile girl in fashionable clothes, entered, to make tlieir obeisance 
to their new teacher ; the bows and courtesies, were all in the 
litest fashion. When they came to kiss his hands— a new thing 
for Stilling — he did not know how to act, or what to say ; he held 
•Qt Abe palm of his hand to them; and the little things were great- 
ly at a loss how to turn it, so as to apply their kiss ; which be- 
ing done, the ctiildren hopped away, glad enough to have perform- 
ed their duty. Mr. Hochberg and his father-in-law were gone to 
church, when Stilling arrived, and Mrs. Hochberg was engaged 
in the kitchen ; Stilling was therefore left chiefly to his own re- 
flectioas. He ]>taiinly saw that two things were essential for him 
in order to fill the office of private tutor to Mr. Hociiberg's chil- 
ten with credit to himself. The first was, to learn the art of liv- 
ing in fashionable circles, and the second to have fashionable 
clothes. His manners were far from being coarse, though he was 
utterly ignorant of the rules of politeness; tliis difficulty however 
could be overcome by attention, but it was impossible for Stilling 
tr> obtain fashionable clothes. He had indeed earned eight guil- 
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ders during his stay with Mr. Nagle, but that was a small 
sum to enable him to purchase a new suit* For two guilders 
h& had bouglit a pair of new shoes, for two others a new liatr for 
two a shirty and two he had still in his pocket. The only me- 
thod of extricating himself out of this difficuityt appeared 
to be a close application to the duties of his office, whereby he 
hoped, to gain the good will of Mr. Ilochberg his patron^ f90 
that he might be induced to assist him in obtaining what he want^ 
ed. At length Mr. Hochberg arrived. He united in his pei*8on 
an exterior dignity with a mercantile spirit. After the first in- 
tix)ductory compliments were passed^ Mr. Hochberg commeuced 
the following conversation : 

<<Are you resolved to enter into engagements with me as 
teacher of my children ?*' 

<'Yes, Sir, I am." 

•<Have you any knowledge of languages ?** 

"I am tolerably well acquainted with the Latin.** 

<*This is very well. You will not want it immediately, but 
doubtless in the sequel. Do you understand Arithmetic ?*' 

*^l have studied Geometry in some measure, and Arithmetic 
is absolutely requisite for that purpose, besides I have acquired 
some knowledge in the art of making sun-dials and in other Ma- 
thematical branches.*' 

"All tliis is very well, 1 shall pay you twenty-five guilders 
per year, besides board.'* 

Although Stilling supposed, the salary was too low, yet 
he agreed to the proposition, and answered : 

**I shall be satisfied with what you may add hereafter, and 
I hope, you will give me what I earn.** 

**Your knowledge and application shall determine my ac* 
tions.** 

Dinner was now ready. Stilling soon observed, that here 
too there was much to learn, before he could eat and drink in a 
fashionable manner. Yet, notwithstanding these difiiculties he 
rejoiced at seeing himself raised, as it w^ere, from the dust, and. 
at having come into tJie atmosphere of people of fashion, which 
to enjoy had been for a long time the ardent desire of his heart. 
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He became a close observer of every thin^, wliicli belonged to 
good breedings he exercised himself io fashionable bows, wficn 
be was alone and unobserved. He looked upon his present si- 
tuation as a school, in which he would be prepared for entering 
the higher circh* of life. The next dny he commenced srhool 
with his pupils, and was pleased to observe their pt)Iite and af- 
fectionate behavior towards their teacher. A few days after- 
wards Mr, Hochberg left home for the Frankfort fair. Stilling 
missed hi^ company, for Mr. Hochberg was the only person, 
witli whom he could converse, the conversation of the rest of 
the family generally turned on subjects, in which Stilling felt no 
interest, A few weeks passed away in an agreeable manner, and 
his wishes were conHned to a suit of new clothes. He men- 
tioned the change of his situation in a lettter to his father and 
received an approving answer. Mr. Hochberg returned about 
Michaelmas. 

Stilling was glad to see him, but his joy was of short 
dttration. Mr. and Mrs. Hochberg had believed, that the teacher 
of their children had not brought all his clothes with him from 
Schauberg. But when they found, he had no other clothes 
besides those he wore, they began to suspect him of jiilferingj 
they became rcperved, locked every thing from him, and tlirew 
out hints, that they regarded him as a vagabond and thief. 
Stilling could have borne more patiently almost any other suspi- 
cion, because he was convinced in his own mind, that lie was in- 
ci^able of defrauding any person, or of stealing the worth of a 
single penny ^ and he was astonished, that the family of Mr. 
Hochberg could seriously harbor thoughts of this description. — 
It is however probable, that some one of the servants had 
been unfaithful, and was but too successful in his endeavors, to 
cast suspicion on Stilling; and the worst of the whole affair 
was, that they never gave him an opportunity of defending 
himself. 

From this time his office became very burdensome ; as soon 
as he was dressed in the morning, he went into the family-room 
to breakfast, which was finished by seven o'clock 5 immediately 
afterwards he accompanied the children into the school-room — 
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a small chamber, four feet wide and ten feet long — which he did 
not leave, until he was called to dinner, between twelve and two 
o*(iock. After dinner school was resumed till four o'clock, Avhen 
the family drank tea ; but as soon as that was over, tiie parents 
would call out to the children : "Go now to school, children !•' 
in wliich he was engaged till nine o'clock, the usual time for sup- 
per, after which all went to bed. 

In this manner he had no time for self-improvement, except 
on Sundays ; and that day too was spent most wi-etchedly, because 
tlie want of suitable clothes prevented him from going to church. 
Had he stayed at Shauberg, Mr. Nagle would have provided him 
with every necessary article, for which preparations had already 
been made. Cerberus was now raging against poor Stilling 
witli all his fury. Towards the middle of November, he began 
to feel all the miseiy of iiis situation, and the darkesTt 
gloom took possession of his mind. 

He cried to God, but there was no comfort! He even could 
not think of God with satisfaction; a state of wretchedness, 
which he never had felt before. In the family, in which he re- 
sided, there was not an individual, to whom he could speak with 
confidence ; and the state of his clothes made it impossible for him, 
to seek such a friend from home. The behavior of the family to- 
wards him, made his situation every day more insupportable; 
neither his patron, nor any other person of the family, took the 
least notice of him, though they appeared to be satisfied with his 
instruction. Towards Christmas his situation seemed to have at- 
tained the acme of wretchedness. During the day, StiHing was 
generally sullen and reserved, but when he came into his bed- 
room at niglit, his tears commenced to flow ; he trembled and 
shook like a condemned criminal in the moment of execution, 
and so strotigly soini^times did the anguish of his mind affect 
his body, that not only the bed, but likewise the panes of glass 
in the windows shook from his convulsive motions, till he fell 
asleep, \ih\ch was a blessing ; but when he awoke in the tnom- 
ing, sullen ness and cold reserve again spread over his counten- 
ance* 

The sun appeared to him as being the emblem of God^s flam- 
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wg wrath; whtcli threatened to hurl tbuiider and lightening lipoil 
him. The skj always bore a red appearance in his eyes ; h« 
was startled at the sight of a human beings but it would have 
been a pleasing taslc to himy could he have watched in a lone- 
some cave, between corpses and other images of horror. During 
the holidays he found a little time, thoroughly to mend his M'orn- 
out clothes. He turned his coat, and as poverty is the mother of 
invention, he learnt to patch every part of them in such a way, 
as to enable him, to go, without a blush, a few times to church 
at H'olzhime ; his troubles, however, had reduced him so much, 
that he was unable to cover his teeth with his lips. All his fea- 
tures were distorted ; his eye-brows drawn up ; his forehead full 
of wrinkles ; his eyes were sunk deep in their sockets ; the up- 
per-lip was drawn upwards ; the corners of his mouth were sink- 
ing down, together with his skinny cheeks. All, who saw 
him, tunicd their faces away with looks of compassion. 

The Sunday after New Year he went to church. No 
one of the congregaticm spoke with him, except pastor 
Bruck, who had observed him from the pulpit, and who after 
church searched him out among the crowd. He took hold of his 
arm, and invited him to dine and spend tlie afternoon with him* 
This friendly conduct of the minister made so powerful an im- 
pression upon his mind, that he could scarcely refrain from weep- 
ing and sobbing aloud. He was unable to give any coherent 
answers to Mr. Bruck's questions, who, on perceiving the state 
4>f his mind, said no more, but conducted him into the house, 
where his wife and children were terrified at the appearance of 
Stilling, and felt for him the deepest sympathy. When Mr. 
Bruck was unrobed, they sat down to dinner. During the re- 
past the pastor spoke with Stilling of his present situation in such a 
manner, that he was compelled to give free vent to his tears, and 
all present were deeply affected. Mr. Bruck told him, that all 
his suffenngs had been wise plans of probation, by which means 
Oml's providence and love intended to cure him of many infirm- 
ities, and prepare him for something extraordinary; and he 
hoped, that the Lord would soon extricate him from his present 
Iroiibles. Such and other similar encouraging conversations rc- 
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freshed the parched soul of Stilling, as the cooling morning-dew 
refreshes the grass of the field. But this comfort was of »hc»rt 
duration, for towards night he had to return to his prison, 
when his grief became the more poignant in consequence of the 
temporary relief. 



> 



CHAPTER III. 

These sufferings lasted from November till the 12th of April, 
1763, That day was the joyful moment of his reden^ption. In 
the morning he rose witli the same oppressive feelings, which he 
hail unfortunately experienced for some length of time ; he went 
down to breakfast as usual, and theti into the school-room. 
At nine o'clock, while he was sitting at the table, under the 
pressure of his sufferings, he suddenly perceived a total change 
in his condition ; the gloom of his mind had departed ; he en- 
joyed perfect peace, and his happiness was unbounded ^ here- 
fleeted on the cause of this change, and found, that he wns re- 
solved to leave the house. He arose, went into his bed-room, 
to consult with himself ; and those persons only, who have been 
in similar situations, can conceive the sensations of joy and gra- 
titude, which pervaded Stilling's bosom. He packed his few 
rags together, tied his hat into the bundle, but left his cane. 
Tliis budget he threw out of the window into the back-yard, 
went down, walked slowly out of the gate behind the house, 
took up his bundle, and marched with a quick step through the 
fields a considerable distance into the woods, where he put on 
his worn-out coat and his hat; his every-day -jacket he put into 
the bundle, cut himself a cane, and walked over hill and dale in 
a northerly direction, without following any nmd. Though his 
mind was at ease, and though he was tasting tlie sweets of recov- 
ered liberty in their fulness, yet he had lost all presence of mind, 
so much so, that he could not realize his present condition. — 
Having walked about three miles through desert places, he came 
to a post-road, leading to a small village, which he saw at thedis- 
stance of a couple of miles before him. He went thither, with- 
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out baviBg any particular reason for doing so, and arriTed about 
eleven o'clock before the gate. 

He inquired after the name of the town, and was informed, 
it was Waldstat, a place, of which he had frequently beard* 
He went in at one gate, straight through the town, 
and out at the other. There were two roads, which ap- 
peared to him equally well beaten. He took one of them, 
and followed it with a quick step. After a walk of a mile or 
two, he came to a forest^ in which the road gradually lost itself, 
and no other could be found. He sat down, for be was much 
fatigued. His presence of mind returned in full force ; be knew, 
he bad not one penny in his pocket, for he had received no 
salary from Mr. Hochberg, and yet was very hungry. He was 
in a solitary place, where there was no human being near, with 
whom Jie was acquainted. He could not refrain from the fol- 
lowing soliloquy : 

'*! am now about to drink the last dregs of wretchedness ; 
I have no alternative, I must eitlier beg or starve. This is the 
first noon of my life, in which no table is spread for me ! — 
Tes, the hour is come, in which that great promise of the Re- 
deemer is to be fulfilled in me : <Tlie hairs of your head are 
ail numbered.' If this be true, help must soon appear^ 
for I have to this moment trusted in him, and believed his 
word. I likewise am one of those eyes, which wait upon the 
Lord, that he may give them their meat in due season ; I am 
his creature, as well as every bird, which sings here in the 
forest, and which i*eceives its nourishment as often as it stands 
in need of it.**— 

Stilling^s heart was during this soliloquy very much like 
that of a child, which has been cured of its obstinacy by severe 
discipline ; the father turns away his face, to hide his tears. — 
God! what precious moments are those, when we see the 
bowels of compassion of the Father of mercy yearning over his 
way-ward children ! 

While his mind was thus engaged,he felt as if somebody told him : 
^*Go into the town, and seek work with a master-tailor.*' Imme- 
diately he returned, and searching his pockets, found his scissors 

T 
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and thimble, without being conscious that he had taken them. 
As soon as he had entered the town, he inquii'ed of the fir^ citi- 
zen he met, where the best master-tailor resided 7 This man call- 
ed a child, desiring it, to show the stranger to Mr. Isaac. The 
boy ran before Stilling into a narrow lane, towards a small 
house, and pointed it oift to him as Mr. Isaac's habitation.— 
Stilling entered tlie room, where he found a pale and slender but 
cleanly dressed woman, who was preparing the dinner-table. 
He inquired, if he could obtain employment as journeyman-tailor? 
Tlie woman, after having examined him from head to foot, said 
in a friendly tone : 

"My husband wants a journeyman very much — ^fi-om what 
place are you ?•* 

Stilling replied : "From the principality of Salen.*' 

Tlie woman was glad to hear it, and said : 

•*My husband is from the same country — I will send fop 
him ; he is at work somewhere in town with a journeyman and 
an apprentice." 

She sent one of the children to call him, and in a few minutes 
Mr. Isaac arrived, and after having made the necessary inquir- 
ies, observed, that he was willing to employ him. 

The woman invited him to dine with them ; and thus Stil- 
ling's table was spread, while he was h»st in the woods, and had 
doubted, if God would grant him the nourishment, necessary for 
the day. After dinner* Mr. Isaac took Stilling to the house of 
judge Showerhof, where he was at work. 

When Mr. Isaac and his new journeyman had seated them- 
selves to their work, the judge entered with his long pipe, and, 
being seated, i^commenced the conversation with Mr, Isaac, 
where they had probably broken off in the forenoon. 

«l represent to myself the spirit of Christ,'* said the judge, 
"as an ornnipn»sent power, which strives every where with the 
hearts of men, in order to impart its own nature to every soul— 
the more estranged a person is from God, the more he is alien- 
ated from this spirit. What do you think of it, brother 
Isaac ?** 

"I have pretty much the same idea of it,** replied Mr. 
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Isaac, <<it chiefly depends on the will of man ; that will makes 
him capable — 

Here Stilling could no longer contain himself; he perceived, 
that he was among pious people, and therefore burst out in the 
following exclamation : "0 God ! I am at home, I am at home !'• 
All present were astonished ; they did not know, what to make 
of it Mr. Isaac looked at him and asked : 

*<What is the matter, Stilling ?** 

Stilling replied : "This kind of language I have not heard 
for a long time, but perceiving, that you love God, I must giv^ 
vent to my joy.'* 

Mr. Isaac continued : "Then you are likewise a friend of 
the religion of the heart and true piety ?*' 

**Ye8," answered Stilling, "I am.*' 

Upon this, judge Showerhof and Mr. Isaac shook hands 
with him, and the former observed : "We have now one brother 
more.'^ 

In the evening, after supper, when the other journeyman 
and apprentice had departed, Isaac and Stilling remained a while, 
conversing on religious subjects, while they smoked a pipe 
and drank a glas of beer together. 

Henry Stilling was very happy at Waldstat ; peace and li- 
berty had the greater charms for him, from the intensity of 
his late sufferings. He had never mentioned a word of his 
troubles in the letters to his father ; but now, being again at his 
trade, be gave him an account of his trials. In his fa- 
ther's answer he found a confirmation of his own opinion, that 
he was not destined to be an instructor of children. When Stil- 
ling had been several days at Mr. Isaac's, the latter took an 
opportunity, to converse with him about his clothes, (the other 
journeyman and apprentice being absent) and inquired of him, 
what clothes he had ? upon which he brought a piece of fine purple 
cloth for a coat; bought him a new hat, black cloth for a vest, stuff 
for an under-jacket and small clothes, a pair of fine stockings, 
and a pair of new shoes, and Mrs. Isaac made him six new shirts ; 
all these different articles were finished in a fortnight. His 
employer gave him likewise one of his canes. Thus Sitlling 
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Mw himself better and mnre fashionably dressed^ than ht 
had ever been before, so that in point of dress he was fit for 
any company. The last enemy had thus been ovei*c<ime. Selling 
rould not find words, to express his gratitnde towards Goil and 
bis benefactor } he wept for joy, Hhd was perflectly satisfied and 
happy. But blessed be thy ashes !— thou friend of Stilling-^ 
where tliou i*estest f-o-When once that voice shall sound over tlie 
orb : <<I was nalted, and ye clothed me,'* then shalt thou likewise 
lift up thy head, and thy immortal body witt shine seven times 
brighter, than the sun in the morning of spring. — 

Btllling's inclination to become a great man in the worM* 
was subdued, at least for the present ; he was resolved, to remain 
a tailor, till he should be convinced, that it Was the will of God, 
to follow some other calling, and he solemnly renewed that cove* 
nant with God, into which he had entered with him the 
last summer in the street of Showberg. His employer 
was 80 well pleased with him, that he treated him like 
a brother *, and Mrs. Isaac and her children likewise loved and 
r^teemed him. He still felt a strong inclination for learning, bi^ 
it Was slumbering, as It were, under the embers ; it was no 
hmger a passion, and he suffered it to slumber. 

Mr. Isaac had an extensive acquaintance among awakened 
find pious people, and Sunday was generally destined for visiting 
them. On the morning of the Lord^s day, he usually went with 
Bulling to a place of that description, spent the day in religious 
conversation, and returned home in the evening. Itwasgra* 
tifying to Stilling, to become; acquainted with so many piods 
persons, who Were by no means fanatics, but endeavored to 
manifest their lo^^ to God and man by imitating their Savior 
Josus Christ in their walk and conversation, which perfectly 
ngi*eccl with their religious system } and he could therefore unite 
ill brotherly love and religious fellowship with these pious soub« 
This connection] was likewise very beneficial to his spiritual ad** 
Vancemcnt in christian piety. Isaac was unremitting in his 
ndmonitious to watch and to pray, and to walk circumspectly 
in word and deeds before God and man. About the middle 
uf May, Mr, Isaac resolved to visit some rcligioits friends in the 
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cimn^ of Mtrk, li&otit thirty mil(« from WalilMxit, in a village^ 
which I shaU call Rotheubeck* The weatlier was deli«^htfol, wad 
the road passed through pictaresqiie latidsci^ies. Isaac and 
fittlling stayed at the house of a i*etail merchanU by the nama 
ofGlockner, a man of an.exceiient character, possessing alsa 
a eonsiderable share of wealth. He was niarrie<U but had no 
children. Mr. and Mrs. G^ockner received them with ^*eat 
cordiality, though strann^rs to Stilling. 

During supper GlocknerreJated the remarkable conversion tf 
his brother-in-law Mr. Freymuth. Mrs. Fi^yinuth was an eiem- 
jrfary christian, ami on Sunday afternoon she, Mi-s. Olockner and 
several other christian friends would frer|uently meet for the pur> 
pose of c<Miversingontlie sermon they hail heard in the forenoc4ii» 
for reading the Bible and for singing hymns, which Mr. Frey.^ 
mnth did not like. Be was indeed a good chnrch^man, that 
is, he attended divine service very regularly, and went at started 
tines to the Lord^s table, but farther his religion did not extend, 
fie delighted in uttering the most horrid oaths, in drinking, re* 
veiling and gambling. When he came home in the evenitig and 
found his wife engaged in reading tlie Bible or some other edify- 
ing book, he would curse and swear at her, drag her abtmt tbfd 
rooBi by the hair, aud would strike her, until frequeutly the blood 
would gush both from her nose and mouth* She on her part 
•Baid nothing, but, when he let her go, she would cling to him 
and ititreat-him with many tears, that he should seek i*eligion 
and change bis life, this however made no impression on him, he 
woidd often kick her from him and declare with dreadful oaths, 
that he never would become a Pietist. He treated her in the 
same manner, when she had been in comimny with her piiNis 
•friends. But a short time previous to Stiliing's visit Mr. Fi^ey* 
math became an altered man, and this had taken place in the fol* 
bwing manner : 

He was gone to Frankfort (hir^ during which time Mrs. 
Freymoth could do as she .pleased in the house; she not only 
went toother friends, but likewise invited them to her house. At 
one time, when a goodly number of pious persons were assem- 
bled one Sumlay evening, some of the towns people, opposed to 
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erayer-meetingSy came before the house, ^aad after having bro« 
ken the windows within their reach, attempted to enter the 
|ioiise>and finding the door locked, broke it open and forced their 
way in* The persons ^assembled being frightened hid them* 
selves as well as they could^ Mrs.Freymuth alone remained in the 
wartmentand when she heard the door burst open, came out' 
.^ith the candle in her hand. Several fellows had already 
ei^tered, whom she met in the halL She addressed them in a 
«iild tone a» follows : 

•^Neighbors! what do you want ?*' and these fewjwords were 
sufficient, tQ put them to flight, they looked at each other, felt 
adiamed, and went home. The next morning Mrs. Freymuth 
Jtadall the damages repaired, and scarcely was this done» when 
Iter husband returned from the fair. 

He immediately observed the new windows, and questioned 
Ins wife as to what had happened. She told him the whole truth, 
foraying at the same time in her mind to God for assistance, for 
she expected nothing else, but he would beat her in a more cruel 
manner than h^ had ever done before. But he became so raving 
at the mob, that he forgot her, and only meditated, how he might 
obtain revenge* He therefore commanded his wife with heavy 
threatenings to give him the names of the perpetrators^ for she 
had seen and recognized them. 

<<Tes, said she,^' my dear husband, I will name them to yon, 
but I know a still greater sinner, than all these, for he has bea- 
ten me most cruelly for the same reason. Freymuth did not 
understand her, he jumped up in a great fury, struck his breast 

with his fist and roared out : <*Tbe D shall take him and 

you too, if you do not name him this very instant I'' ? 

<*Tes, replied Mrs. Freymuth,*' I will name him. to you, 
revenge yourself on him as much as you please, — ^you are. the 
man, who has done this, and who is of course a much greats 
sinner^ than the people who have bt*okea the windows. .Frey- 
muth was unable to utter a word for some timc» at length he 
began : 

^God in heaven !" this is true ! I am a villain worse linn 
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any others— I want to' take revenge on people^ better than my» 
self ! — Tes, wife, I am the most impioas wretch on the facn 
of the earth !'' With these wot*ds he jumped up, ran up stalra 
into his bed-room, prostrated himself, and remained in this posi«i 
tion for three days and nights without eating a morsel, now anA 
then only asking for a glass of water. His wife was witii 
him as much as possible and joined him in prayer, that bar 
might find mercy with God through the merits of the Savioi^ 
On the morning of the fourth day he arose, praising God and say- 
ing : <<Now I know, that my manifold sins are forgiven !** From 
this time he was an altered man, as humble, as be had been 
proud before, as mild as he had been insolent and ovepbeai^ 
ing, and as pious as he had been wicked before^ This man woid4 
be a noble subject for my friend Lavater. His physiognomy iB 
the most savage you can imagine, if any one passion, for in- 
stance anger should be excited and the muscles of his face shouM 
be strained, he would have the appearance of a complete madman. 
But now he is similar to a lion changed into a lamb. The peace 
of Christ is imprinted on his face, which has converted his 
savage countenance into that of the tneek christian. After 
supper Glockner sent his hired girl to Freymuth's, to tell themf 
that christian friends had arrived, upon which they both cami 
lb welcome them. Stilling was engaged the whole evening in 
making observations on this singular couple; he did not know» 
H^tber the meekness of the lion or the heroism of the lamb 
deserved the greater admiration. 

They stayed sevei*aldays at Rothenbeck, visited and were 
visited. The Schoolmaster of the place, who was also a Stil» 
ling from the principality of Salen, belonged to the society of 
awakened people at Rothenbeck. Henry Stilling visited biniy 
when they entered into An agreement of keeping up a correspond 
dence as long as both should live ; and after an agreeable visit 
Mr. Isaac and Stilling returned home to their business. 

About three miles from Wadstadt lived a merchant called 
Spanier, who had a family of seven children, three sons and four 
daughters, the eldest of whom was a glii sixteen years of age^ 
Wd the youngest a child of one year old. He owned seven for- 
ges, of which four were near his house, but the others about three 
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miles distant not far fi^oni Mr. HochbergN house. Whenever 
Mr. Spanier had occa?uon to ein|doy a taiKiM* in bis faniiiyy he 
ealled upon Mr. Isaac to do the work at his house. Stilling 
bad been about twelve weeks at Mr. Isaac% when it happene<l» 
that he was called to work for Mr. Spanier. They went thither 
one moniin.9; eaHy. On their arrival they found him at bis 
breakfast-table. When lie saw Stilling he turned sh>wly to- 
wards him« and said : 

^«Good morning, Mr. Preceptor !'* Stilling blushed a little^ 
but after a inoment^s reflection replied ; 

^^Tour servant, Mr. Spanier/* and then went to work* A 
few hours afterwards Mr. Spanier who had been walking up and 
down in the room without saying a word, suddenly stopped 
before Stilling, looketl at him a while and said : 

<*You are as ready at that work. Stilling, as if you were borii 
for the needle, which however you are not.*' 

*«How so V* inquired Stilling. 

'^Because I want you to become private tutor to my cbil* 
dren.*" At these words Mr. Isaac looked at Stilling and smiled. 

*«No, Mr. Spanier,** replied Stilling, <Hhat won*t do* I am 
irrevocably resolved to take no such charge again upon myself. 
I am now satisfied with my trade, which I shall not quit.** 

Mr. S|ianier laughed» shook his head and said : ^4 will teach 
you something eke, I have levelled many hills in the worlds and 
shall 1 not be able to change your sentiments 2 indeed, I would 
be ashamed of myself !'* 

With these words he went away, and said that day no more 
about the business. Stilling plead with Mr. Isaac to let bim go 
home in the evening, to get out of temptation*s way, but Isaac 
would not permit it, and therefore Stilling armed himself in the 
best manner he could against Mr. Spanier *s attacks. 

Next day, as be was again walking up and down in the apart- 
ment, he addressed Stilling in these words : 

*«If you have made me a handsome coat, am I not a fiiol, if 
I hang it on a nail, without using it ?** 

^Yes,** replied Stilling, *«provided ^ou need it, and it fits 
you. But if I make you a coat, wttliout your needing, or witfa^ 
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out fitting yoQ, what else would 70a do^ but hV^g it on the nail 
and leave it where it is 7** 

'*I will tell you. what I should do in that case/^ replied Mr. 
Spanier, <<I would give it to some one else.*' 

'*But supposing, you had given it to seven* and each one 
had returned it, with the declaration, it does not fit me^ what 
would you do in that case ?** 

**l would after all act a foolish pai*t9 if I should suffer it to 
hang against the wall where the moths would eat it ; I would 
give it to the eighth, and tell him to alter it, till it did fit And 
supposing, that the eighth man were willing to take the coat 
just as it was, would I not commit a great sin^ were I to re- 
fiwe It him ?*' 

•*YoH are right,*' replied Stilling, *<hut for God'^s sake, I beg 
jou, Mr. Spanier, let me remain at my trade \*^ 

"No,** answered he, <*I will not leave yoit, you shall 
and must be the instructor of my children, and this under the 
following conditions : Tou are unacquainted with the French 
language, a knowledge of which will be necessary for you in 
my service, thei^fore I desire you to apply to a teacher of that 
language, to instruct you; and stay with him, till you understand 
it, I shall pay- all the expenses, and give you the privilege be- 
sides, of returning to Mr. Isaac, whenever you shall [think pro- 
per. And finally, I will give you what you need in clothing, 
board and so forth, provided, you enter into no other engage- 
ment as long as I stand in need of you, unless you can obtain a 
permanent settlement. 

Mr. Isaac was delighted with these conditions. '^Well,** said 
he to Stilling,** you would commit a sin, if you were to refuse this 
offer, which doubtless comes from God; all your other engage* 
ments were creatures of your own creation.** Stilling examin- 
ed himself faithfully, and finding no desire for honor rising in 
his bosomr declared to Mr. Spanier, that he would one^ more 
undertake the office of teacher, though with fear and ti'embling^ 
Spanier arose at these words and shook Stilling by the hand 
and said : 

'^God be praised ! now I have levelled this hill also, but 

U 
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noiv you ought to go to a lingHist as soon as poesUilB." BiBling 
was pleased with this proposition, and Mr. Isaac said : 

<»The day after to morrow is Sunday, and then I viil dis- 
miss you w ith a blessing. Isaac felt pleased with the good fortune 
of his friend, liiough he was son*y, to part with him so soon, 
and Stilling waA grieved, that he should leave the best friend, be 
ever had, and the most upright man in the world, brfore be bad 
suficient to pay for his clothes : he therefore conversed with Mr. 
Spanier on this subject, who was not only willing to pay Isaac, 
but observed with tears in his eyes : <<thi8 exceHent man shiril 
never want, if I can avoid it ;^' and forthwith handed Stitting 
a sum of money to pay bim and desired him, to keep the re- 
mainder for his own use; when that should be expended, he pni- 
mi^ed, to give him more, but stipulated at the same time, that 
he should render him an exact account of thei manner^ in 
which he spent the money* Stilling was rejoiced, for be bad ne- 
ver before met with so generous a man. He paid Mr. livuus, 
who acknowledged to him, that he bad taken the cloth for Us 
suit on trujst. Stilling thought: <<Ifevera man hasjnerited a 
marble monument, it is Mr. Isaac, not, because he has made wbak 
nations happy, but because he tvoidd have dofie it, if hip situa- 
tion Imd permitted. Once more — blessed be thy aahes-rPif 
friend ! chosen among thousands — where thou aleepest — thes^ 

tears shall be saci*ed to thy memory thoyi true follower of 

Christ!— 



CHAPTER IV. 

On the Sunday following. Stilling took leave of his fmends 
at Waldstadt, and went.to Shqnenthai in search of a goodiingnist 
When he ajiproached the city, remembering, tha^ a little bettor 
tlian a year before he had traveled the same roa4 for the fifnit 
. time, and reviewing all his adventures during that short pepli^ 
of time, and reflecting, how happy he now was, be fell upon bi^ 
knees, thanking God for all the severe but holy and wise dis- 
pensations of his divine providence, and prayed at the aamp 
time, that his grace and Cavor might henceforth shape vpon him. 
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He then hastened down the Mil into the city^ but soon learnt, 
that the French teachers there would not suit him, because they 
were too much engaged already^ to pay him sufficient attention* 
which he particularly desired^ as his time was precious* and lie 
was in haste to acquire a knowledge of the language. At length 
he found the man he wanted at Dornfeld, where Mr. Dahlhime 
was minister. He arrived there in the afternoon* and soon dis- 
covered that Mr. Heesfeld the teacher* was a singular* original 
character. When Stilling saw him for the first time, he was 
seated in a small chamber* dressed in a dirty camlet morning 
gown* fastened round the waist by a sash of the same stuff; on 
bis head he wore a netted cap* his lengthy visage was as pale* 
as though he had ji^t risen from the grave; he had a fine 
forehead and from under his dark eyebrows peeped a pair of 
small black eyes* his nose was narrow and long* the mouth well 
formed*, but his chin was sharp and pointed* he had black curly 
hair* his person was slender* tall* and well made. Stilling was 
somewhat disconcerted at the sight of so singular a face* howev- 
er he soon collected himseir and inquired* if Mr. Heesfeld would 
give him the desired instruction. He received him in a friend- 
ly manner and promised to do what lay in his power to gratify 
bis wishes. Stilling's next care was* to find a boarding place* 
and then he applied himself to the study of the French language. 
Eccentric as Heesfeld was in his outward appearance* so origi- 
nal he likewise was in his walk and conversation. He belonged 
to the reserved class of men* for he was not at all communicative* 
no one knew, whence he came, or whether he was rich or poor. 
He probably never liked any man better than Stilling, and yet 
did he learn no particulars of his life, nor that he had been a 
rich man till after Heesfeld^s death. He concealed his abilities. 
It was evident from his manner of teaching, that he was perfect 
master of the French language* but that he was also an eminent 
scholar in the latin language became only apparent, when he 
commenced the instruction of Stilling. He conducted it upon 
tbe plan of the latin Grammar* and in leisure moments gave no- 
Me specimens of latin versification. He possessed fine talents for 
drawing* and manifested an acquaintance with physiology, natu- 
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ral philoidophy ahd chemistry. It happened two days before Stfl- 
ling^s departure that the latter was playing on a piano 9 white 
Beesfeld listened attentively. When Stilling had ceased. Ilees- 
feld sat down, and at first appeared rather to be a stranger in 
the art, but in a few moments gaVe stich specimens of his skill, 
that all persons present werd delighted With him* He had for- 
merly sustained a military character, hif^t prdfc.c}fjional skill had 
introduced him to the notice of a certain cjrfebrated general^ 
who gave him every opportunity for improvement, att6 afterwards 
traveled with him through different parts of the worfrfj and 
who had left him a handsome legacy. Heesfeld was forty jeni^ 
of age, when he returned from his travels, but gave no notice of 
his arrival cither to his parents or brother's, though they lived 
not farther than six miles from Dornfeld where he had fixed 
his residence. On his death-bed however, he sent for his rela- 
tives, communicated his circumstances to them, and left them a 
a valuable property. You may call this disposition as you 
please, a fault or a virtue, so much is certain, that he possessed 
a noble heart, he was very humane, but all he did was done in se- 
cret, the persons themselves \«hom he benefitted, did not know 
their benefactor. Nothing pleased him better than when he heard, 
that people did not know, what to make of him. When he took a 
walk with Stilling, their conversation was generally on literary 
subjects. He preferred the most lonesome and solitary places* 
Sometimes Heesfeld would mount a tall sapling, seat himself in 
the top and swing himself with it down to the ground^ lay down 
and rest a while among the branches. Stilling sometimes fol- 
lowed his example ; when tliey wei*e tired of this sport, they 
would rise, and the saplings would spring up, which afforded 
Heesfeld great amusement ; sometimes he would say : <*we have 
fine beds, when we rise, they ascend to heaven.'* At another 
time when a stranger happened to be with them, he would pro- 
pose the enigma: <'What kind of beds are those, which fly in the 
air when you rise ?" 

Stilling was very happy at Dornfeld. Mr. Spanier supplied 
iilm with sufficient I'esouiTes, he studied diligently, and at the close 
of nine weeks had advanced so far, that be could translate a 
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French newspaper and read it from the sheet, as If it had been 
German, and wa» able to write a French letter without anj 
grammatical faults ; he therefore judged his profess in tbte 
Imowledge of that language sufficient to give instruction to 
otlters, and returned to Mr. Spanier towards the end of Sep- 
tember 1763, who was greatly rejoiced at seeing him so stMnn. 
He treated him from his f]i*st entrance into bis house as an in* 
timate friend, and the whole family endeavored to make hk staj 
pleasant. 

This gentleman demanded, that his children and their teacher 
should be continually in his own room, which affoi^ed him an 
opportunity to watch their application and progress, as well as 
to converse with the teacher. But Mr* Spanier had not only 
Intended Stitltng for an instfuctor of his children, he lilce- 
Wise wished to cimploy him id mercantile airaii*s ; he entrusted 
hint With the superintendence of three forges, which were not 
far from Mf« Hochbei^g^s hodse. Stilling went thither every 
third week, to send off the iron Ware and to purchase raw ma- 
terials. For the latter purpose he traveled every week several 
times to a place, about nine miles from Spaniet*'s house, whither 
carters brought the raw iron. When he had returned, he found 
a few days rest very agreeable, and performed the duties of in- 
structor with the greater alacrity and satisfaction to himself.-— 
As Mr. Spanier was a complete agriculturist and merchant, his 
conversations with Stilling became highly instructive, and he con- 
sidered that gentleman's house as the college, where he studied 
political economy, agriculture and commerce, in all their differ- 
ent branches. 



CHAPTER V. 

Thus four years of Stilling\s life passed away without one 
intervening dark hour ; I shall therefore say little of that time, 
except that he continued to improve in his knowledge of the 
world, his mannei*s, and those different branches of sciences^ 
which have been named before. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



158 

He insttnicted his scholars during this period Irr the Lutin aftd 
French languages, in Arithmetic, Reading, Writing and the 
principles of the Reformed religion. 

His private studies wei-e chiefly confined to Philosophy; 
he read WolPsand Gottshed's pliitosophical writings ; Leibnitz's 
Theodicy ; Baumeister's Logic and Metaphysics. Though he 
was pleased with the study of these sciences, yet he felt a cer- 
tain distrust of those philosophical systems, because they were 
destructive to the religion of the heart ; it may be, that they are 
a chain of truth, but we have not yet found the real phitoso- 
pbical chain, which unites every branch of human knowledge; 
Stilling fancied, he could find that chain, but hitherto all his at- 
tempts have proved abortive. 

Mr. Spanier's parents had formerly lived in the principality 
of Salen, and he had frequently business to transact in that conn- 
try ; and as Stilling was well acquainted there, he was glad to 
employ him in that quarter. After he had been a year with his 
patron, and two and a half from home, he paid his. first visit to 
his relations in his native country. The distance from Mr. Spa- 
nier\s house to Lichthausen, the abode of John Stilling, was 
about thirty-six miles, and to his father's residence at Linedorf^ 
three miles farther, which journey he intended to perform in one 
day. He therefore started one morning at day-break from Mr. 
Spanier's. In the afternoon at four o'clock he arrived on a ris- 
ing ground, at the boundary line of the principality of Salen* 
whence all the mountains of his earliest recollections presented 
themselves to his view. Tears of gratitude for God's gracious 
and providential care started into his eyes ; he reflected, haw 
poor he had left his native country, and how abundantly he was 
now provided with every thing necessary for life. At five o'clock 
he arrived at his uncle's at Lichthausen. The whole family wei-e 
rejoiced to see him in such prosperous circumstances. His uncle 
embraced him, while tears of joy trickled down his cheeks. His 
aunt Mary, who had married during his absence, and who was 
now living at Lichthausen, likewise came, and almost suffocated 
him with her kisses. Stilling stayed all night at his uncle's, and 
riext morning went to Linedorf. When he entered his fa- 
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tbmr 's hoose, the good man armie in great haate fironi his BMitf 
but immediately sunk back again. Henry Stilling howrever haa^ 
tened to embrace him. William held bis hands before his face 
«ml wept; his son likewise shed many tears ; the stepmother 
came also, shook hands with him» and was glad to see him so 
well and hearty. 

Stilling related all his adventures to his parents, and how 
pleasantly he was now situated. In the mean time, the news of 
^tilling's arrival had spread through the viitage, and the house 
was soon filled with people, who came to see their former school- 
master. Towards evening William took a walk with his son^ 
diiriiig which he conversed with him about his past and future 
life, quile in the tone of old Bberhard, so that Stilling was filled 
with love and respe(!t for his father. 

The next morning he went to Tiefenbach to visit his 
grandmother. Indescribable wei*e his sensations, when he 
saw the old castle, the Oilier and the village itself. He com- 
pared the scenes of his childhood with his present prosperous si- 
tuation, and found, that he would gladly make an exchange, if 
this had been possible. In a short time he reached the vil- 
lage — the people ran out of their houses, to accompany him to 
the residence of his forefothers. When he entered the house, a 
solemn tremor ran through his frame, as if he were entering a 
sanctuary. He met his aunt Elizabeth in the kitchen, who took 
him by the hand^ and led him into the room. Here lay Marga- 
ret Stilling in a clean bed, between the wall of the room and the 
stove. Her breast and the joints of her fingers were swollen 
with rheumatic pain« StiUing took her by the hand and said : 

<<How are you, dear grandmother ! i am glad to see you 
once more in this life." 

She endeavored to raise herself in her bed, but her elbrts 
were ineffectual. 

^Come, my child,^' exclaimed she, <^ome, that I may feel 
and bear you once more before my deaths come, tiiat I may feel 
your face !*' 

StiUing bowed down to her ; she felt over his forehead^eyes, 
oose, mouth, chin and chedcs. During this occupation, her stiff 
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Angers cftme in contact with bis hair ; she felt, that it was pow- 
dered. 

<<Ahl" said she^ **you are the first of our family, that uses 
powder, I hope you will not be the first, who neglects honesty 
and piety !** 

"Now,** continued she, "I have as good an idea of your per- 
son, as if I hail seen you,telI me now how you have fared,and how 
you are ?" 

Stilling gave her a brief account of his peregrinations. When 
he had finished, she said : 

*^0 my He.ni*y ! if you continue pious, you will always fare 
well in the world, and though you should rise ever so high, bo 
not ashamed of your forefathers and your poor friends. A man 
in a low station in life, may become great by humility, and a man 
in a high station may be brought low by pride. After I shall 
have departed from this world, it will be indiiTerent, whether my 
station has been high or low, provided I have lived the life of a 
christian.'' 

Stilling promised to follow her advice, and after he had con- 
versed a while with her on various subjects, was on the point of 
taking leave of her, when she stopt him by taking hold of Ms 
band, and said : 

<<You hasten away, my child ! God be with you ! I hope to 
meet you again before the throne of God !'' 

He pressed her hand and wept. She perceived it aftd con- 
tinued : 

<^Do not weep for me, for I am very happy — I commend 
you to the paternal care of Grod — may he bless you^ and pre- 
serve you from all evil ; and now depart in the name of Grod I^ 

Stilling hastened out of the house, and has never been tliere 
since. A few days afterwards, Margaret Stilling departed this 
life, and was buried by the side of her husband in the grave-yard 
at Florenburg. Stilling found a longer stay in his native coun- 
try unpleasant, and therefore prepared for his return to Mr. Spa- 
nier with all possible speed ; and arrived after an absence of five 
days. I shall not detain the reader by a minute relation of Stil- 
ling's occupation and uniform mode of life, during tlie first four 
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jeAtkoi Ms resideticie Witlv Mr. S^anier, bat shall hasten to oc-' 
cnrrenccs of greater importance. He was now advancing iti 
ycar^, bM sometimes had some uneasy sensations respecting his 
fatare prospects. To work again at his tKw|e was altogether 
oiit of the question ; he had done nothing at it for several years. 
The instruction of youth was likewise burdensome to him, nei- 
ther had he any incRnafion of entering infe mercantile business, 
yet was he neither dissatisfied nor melancholy, but willing to wait 
with pafi^nce the issue, what Grod might have in view with him. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Aboiitthis tinie. Stilling had an ardent desire of learning the 
Gktjefc language, without knowing, if it would ever be of servide 
to him. He made his wish known to Mr. Spanier, who after a 
short pause of reflection replied : <<If you must learn that lan- 
guage, go and learn it." 

Stilling made immediate application for that purpose to a 
friend of his; a candidate of Theology at Waldstat, who was 
niuch pleased with his intention, and encouraged him to study 
Theology. He furnished him with the necessary books, wishing 
him at the same time the blessing of God on his undertaking. 
One of the neighboring clergymen, a Mr. Seelburg, promised 
him likewise every assistance, which he was the more able to 
give, because he came regularly twice every week to Mr. 
Spanier's house. 

Stilling commenced th6 study of the Greek language with 
all his usual zeal and enthusiasm, and Mr. Seelburg was 
delighted with the progress he made. He likewise undertook 
about the same time the study of the Hebrew language, and ad- 
vanced in a short time so far, that ho could read his Hebrew 
Bible with the assistance of a Lexicon. While he was occupied 
itt these studies, Mr. Spanier permitted him to go on without 
interruption. No one knew, for what purpose he was learning 
these languages ; Stilling himself had no particular object in 

X 
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▼lew, but most of bis friends wei*e of opinion, he woirid eMf 
Theology. But this Grordian knot was cut all at once. One af* 
teraoon Mr. Spanier was walking up and down the room, as be 
was wont to do, when he was reflecting on any thing of iBiporl* 
ance, while Stilling was giving instruction to his children, when 
Iijs patron all of a sudden said to him : 

^'Stilling, I believe you ought to study medicine." 

Stilling's sensation at this proposition cannot be described ; 
he could scarcely keep his feet, and Mn Spanier being frighten- 
ed, took hold of his arm and asked him : . 

<'What is the matter. Stilling?'^ 

<<0, Mr. Spanier ! what shall I think, what shall I say ? 
this is my real destiny. Yes, I feel it, this is the very object 
I have been seeking so long, and have not been able to find. 
For this very station my heavenly Fatlier has prepared me from 
my youth, by many severe trials. Praised be bis name, that 
I know his will — with obedience will I follow the path, he poti^ 
ojit to me.^' 

Having said this, be liastened into his chamber, sunk upon 
his knees, praying to God, that he would lead him the straight- 
est road to the destined end. Mr. Spanier gave him every 
evening several hours for his private use, and did not so often 
employ hiui in mercantile busine<>s, as he had before done. Stil^ 
ling improved this opportunity with a view of continuing his at:- 
tention to the classical languages, and of commencing the study 
of anatomy, as far as this branch of knowledge could be acquired 
from books. He also read Kreger's Physiology, and endeavored 
to form a plan, with the assistance of several eminent physicianSf 
with whom he entered into correspondence, according to which 
he might regu-iate his studies. 

Thos he went through the several branches pertaining to the 
science of medicine, so that he might have at least general ideas 
of every thing connected with it He immediately informed bis 
father and nncle by letter of this important resolution. His fa- 
ther's answer was, that he left him to the direction of God's pro- 
vidence, but told bim at the same time, that he should not expect 
any help from him in the prosecution of his plan, and advised bim 
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to be cautious, lest he should be entan^ed in new dfflcitlties» with- 
out any hope of being extricated from them. But his uncle was 
quite angry with him ; he ascribed Henry's desire of studying 
medicine, to a foolish hankering after novelties, which woald fin« 
ally pi-Qve fatal. 

Stilling however was not deterred from his plan by this dis* 
couraging advice, but continued his studies, and left it to Provi- 
vidence, to point out the means. In the spring of the next year, 
Mr« Spanier wished him to undertake another journey oh busi- 
ness into his native country. Stilling was rejoiced at having this 
opportunity of convincing his friends of the correctness of his 
course more effectually by conversation, tiian be could have done 
by letter. 

He started early one morning, and in the afternoon arrived 
at the house of his uncle. This good man immediately com- 
menced a dispute with him concerning the study of medicine, and 
ea&rced his arguments chiefly by starting the difficulty, whence 
the money should come for the prosecution of these extensive and 
costly studies ? But Stilling remained firm, answering this ob- 
jection by his symbol : "The Lord will provide," 

The next morning he started for Linedorf. His father likV 
wise expressed many fears about his ultimate success, thon gh 
he did not dispute with him, but said, that he left all these things 
€n his own discretion. Having finished his patron's business, 
he took leave of his fathei:, and returned to his uncle, who, to his 
utter astonishment, had completely altered his sentiments in re- 
gard to Henry's intention. He received him with these words : 
^'Henry, you ought to study medicine, I am now convinced, it 
is the will of God." 

In order to explain this change of sentiment, It will be ne- 
cessary to make a digression concerning John Stilling. Before 
he became surveyor, he had formed an acquaintance with a Ro- 
man catholic priest, by the name of Mfditor, who was also a skil- 
ful oculist. Molitor soon perceived, that John Stilling was a 
man of talents, and therefore encouraged him to study Cleometry. 
His plan with John Stilling was, to employ him in the s^- 
vice of a certain rich Baron, who wished to obtain accurate maps 
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of lus landed estates^ and with whoqn |^o| jitor Uv«(d in flie quttli^ 
of steward, which situation he preferred to the miniaterial ofllfi^ 
He received perjaisston from his patrooji to eioploy John SMJiUog 
in that work^ and as long ^ the Baron livedo he ft>|ind suffix- 
cient employment in the survey of his land. 

After the death of the Baron, Molitor acc^ted <te office 
of Vicar in a parish, about twelve miles from Lidithaoaen.— ^ 
Here he devoted much of his time to curing diseaaes of the eye, 
and was esteemed the most skilful oculist in the country. After 
Henry Stilling had left his uncle, the latter recrived a letter from 
Molitor, informing him, that he had written a work on the ii^ 
eases of the eyes, and the manner of treating the diffarent cases 
of such diseases — that, as he was drawing towards the dese of Us 
life, he was desirous of leaving it in suitable hands, and in 
consideration of the intimate friendship, which had subsisted 
between them, notwithstanding their difference in religious opin- 
ions, he wished to inquire of hiniy if there were a man of good 
character in his family, who had a mind to study medicine, in 
which case he would make him a present of the manuscripl, 
on condition, he should cure the poor without reward. This let- 
ter had produced the above mentioned change in John's senti- 
ments. 

Molitor's writing the letter at the very time, when Henry 
Stilling was preparing for the study of medicine, appeared t6 
him to carry a convincing proof along with it, that the hand <ff 
God was in this affair, and therefore on Henry'a return from 
his father, he gave him the letter with these words: <*Read» 
' Henry, read ; I have no more objections against your inten- 
tions; I see the finger of Providence in if 

He forthwith provided his nephew with a letter of recom- 
mendation to Molitor, and the next morning Henry Stilling 
sat out for Molitoi*'s residence. Having on his arrival in the 
town inquired after this gentleman, he was shown a small bat 
neat building as the place of his residence. Stilling pulled the 
bell, when an aged woman came to the door, desiring him to give 
his name and business. This being reported, the old gentlemau 
came down, and invited him to cuter the bouse. Stilling deliver- 
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•d tiie leHor, and vfk%n Molflior liarf reatl it, lie embraced likii^ 
luid kiiK% entered into ^ conversation about his ctreiimRtimceit 
ami if^ntions. Hefstajred a wliote day wiUi ttie |Kne«tt yfk^ 
allowed biHi bis chemicd laboratory and library ; made bi^n ac^ 
quainted with bis medidnes^ and promised^ that he woald wiU bis 
whole apparatus to bim. 

The next fnAming he gave the manuscript to Billing on con- 
ditbn, he should copy it, and return him the original) which 
he solemnly promisisd to give to no one else, but di«9]M)se 
of it in sadi a way, that it would not easily be found again. 
The good old gentleman bad iikewi»e laid aside several books, 
which he promised to send him by the first opjiortunlty ; Btil* 
ling bomvev^r packed them into bis port-manteau and carried 
them s|way with him. Molitor accompanied him as far as the 
gate, where he stopt, took Stilling by the hand and said : 

♦*May ttie Lord, the holy One, the Omnipresent, make you 
by die operatiens of his holy Spirit, the best of men, the best of 
christians, and the best of physicians!'* Having said this he 
once more embraced him and returned. Molitor's place of re- 
Btdenee was thirty miles distant from that of Mr. Spanier^s, which 
StiUing walked that day, though heavy laden with books. He 
toM Mr. Spanier the circumstances, wliicb bad occurred during 
his journey, who admired with him the singular providence and 
direction of God. Stilling immediately copied Molitor's manu- 
script, which he finished in about four weeks. To fulfill the pro- 
mise be had given his friend of returning the manuscript, he 
sterted one morning early, and arrived in the afternoon before 
his door. He pulled the bell, in hopes, that some one would 
open, but In vain. A woman, standing in the door on tlie oppo- 
site side of the Street, asked him, whom he wished to sec ? When 
he told her, that he wished to see Mr. Molitor, she informed 
him, that he had died a week ago. Stilling struck with astonish- 
ment at these news, went into the tavern, where be learnt all 
the circumstances of his death ; that he liad died suddenly from 
a stroke of the palsy, without having made a will. He imme- 
diately returned to his patron, and the first work in which be 
engaged was to prepat*c Molitor's medicines, and then made his 
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first attempt at a cure on a boy twelve years of age, the eon of a 
hired man in Mr. Spaniei''s family^ who had suffered for a long 
time from sore eyes, and this attempt was crowned with con^plele 
success. He obtained thereby a regular practice, and towards au- 
tumn the fame of his cures had already spread as far as Shonen- 
thai. Mr. Isaac at Waldstat rejoiced in the good fortune of bis 
friend, and the idea of seeing him established as a physician 
filled his soul with delight. However God had ordained other*, 
wise ; Mr. Isaac became sick, and Stilling saw with deep grief 
his approaching dissolution. The day bclbre his departure Stil- 
ling was sitting near the bed of his friend ; Isaac took hold of 
his hand and said : 

^'Friend Stilling, I shall die, I leave a wife and four child- 
ren behind me, and I am not concerned about their support ia 
life, for the Lord will provide for them ; but I do not know, if 
they will continue to walk in the ways of the Lord, and therefore 
I desire you, to watch over them and assist them with good 
advice ; the Lord will reward you for if 

Stilling promised to comply with the request of his friend, 
as long as circumstances would permit him so to do. Isaac der* 
sired him then, to keep his promise during his stay with Mr. 
Spanier, after which he could not expect it. **But," continued 
he, think always in love of me, and live so in this world, that 
we may be reunited in heaven without feai* of separation.'' Stil- 
ling replied with tears : 

"Assist me to pray for grace and strength !" 

<<Yes,'' said Isaac, *^l will, when I shall have finished ny 
course, at present I have enough to do with myself.'* 

He did not expect, that his friend was in . immediate 
danger, he therefore left him with the promise of returning next 
day; but that very night Isaac departed. Stilling walked at 
the funeral with the family, mourning his loss, as that of a be- 
loved brother. Isaac's wife died soon after, but his children have 
all done well in the world. 

After Stilling had been six years with Mr. Spanier, the lat- 
ter conversed with him several times about plans for tlie prosecu- 
tion of his studies. His propositions amounted to this, that lie 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



167 

should stay jet a couple of years with hiniy and pursue bis prU 
▼ate studies^ he would then give liim two hundred Dollars, with 
which he might go to some university, be examined and obtain 
the Diploma as a graduated physician and afterwards return to 
his house and live with him. But Mr« Spanier would never 
positively say 9 what his intentions were in regard to him« 
ThereFot^e his pian did not please him, whose desii^e was, to stu- 
dy the science of Medicine thoroughly at the university ; he was 
likewise confident, that God, who had called him to that profes- 
sion, would point out the ways and means for accomplishing his 
design. But Mr. Spanier desired, that Stilling should im- 
plicitly follow his direction, to which tlie latter could not con- 
sent, and therefore they finally conversed no more on this 
4Bnbject. 

— ^ 

CHAPTER VII. 

In the autumn of 1769 when he had entered his SOth year, 
be received a letter from a merchant by the name of Fredenberg 
at Rasenliime about three miles from Shonentiial, inviting him 
to visit a son of one of his neighboi*s as soon as possible, whose 
«yea had been very sore for several years, and was in danger of 
becoming totally blind. Stilling accepted the invitation at the 
particular desi4*e of Mr. Spanier, and arrived at Mr. Freden* 
berg's after a walk of three hours. His house was a neat buil- 
ding, lately erected by its owner, and the country round about 
was Fery pleasant. As soon as he entered the house and ob- 
served every where cleanliness, order and neatness, unaccompa- 
vied by any vain parade, he fliought, he would like to live 
there. But after he had become acquainted in some measure 
with Mr. and Mi*s. Fredenberg, and their nine well educated 
children, when he saw, that all their faces bore the stamp of se- 
ireaity, truth and rectitude, he was enraptured, and wislied, ne- 
ver to be separated from them. Mr. Fre<1enberg invited him to 
stay to dinner, which ofler Stilling gladly accepted. By his 
conversatbn with this family, he soon discovered, that the minds 
of all its members were in unison $ they plainly shewed, that 
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tiieyfifted Mm, and- he on- his part felt veiy soaiI a ^^ilg ^^ 
tachment to tlient. His converstation with Mr. artd Mrs. Fi**- 
denbcpg was confiiwcl' to relfgious swhjects and vital piety; 
After (finner Mr. Fredenberg accompanied hirti to Ms patieiH, 
atw? on their return t\\cj t<H\k a cup of coffee together. Towards' 
evening Stilling left them again for Mr. Spanier's liouse, bat 
from that day felt a void in his breast, to which he had hitherto 
been a stranger. 

His patient at Rasenhime gradually recovered, which cir- 
cumstance increased his practice both in that neighborhood and ^ 
Shonenthal. He therefore resolved with the approbation of Ml*. 
Spanier to go every other Saturday afternoon to Mr. Freden- 
berg^&, to visit his patients, and to return on Monday morning. 
These frequent visits at Mr. Fredenberg's house increased bier 
attachment to the family, and afforded him also opportunities to 
make very agreeable acquaintances- with many pious persons in 
Shonenthal. 

This continued until Feb. 1770 ; When Mrs. Frcdenberg 
became the mother of a daughter. This news Mr. Fredenberg 
not only immediately communicated to his friend Stilling by let- 
ter, but also invited him to become god-father to his child, which 
honor he accepted with great pleasure. Mr. Spanier however 
thought,that Mr.Fredenberg as a merchant rather degraded him- 
self by inviting the clerk of another merchant,to stand god-fathef' 
ta his child, but Stilling wondered not at it, for Mr. Fredenberg 
and he had lost sight of the distinctions of rank in regard to each' 
orther, for they were brethren in Christ. At the appointed time 
he went to Rasenhime. to attend this solemn rite. 

The oldest of Mr. Frcdenberg's children was a daughter 
by the name of Christina, at that time twenty years old. She had 
always been fond of retirement, being of a reserved dispo-' 
sition, and had likewise avoided Stilling as much as pos^ble. 
Her education had been plain, but thorough as far as it went 
She had been brought up in the principles of the christian religion,' 
according to the system of the Evangelical Lutheran churchj 
and her mother had instructed her in the art of housekeeping and 
the female work necessary in every family ; in short, she was 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



167 

a delicatCf pretty girl, totally unacquainted with the world, but 
whose excellent heart would have been a rich compensation to a 
christian for the lack of these trifles. 

Stilling had hitherto taken no particular notice of her, part» 
ly, because he felt no inclination to marry, and partly, because 
he durst not think of it in his present circumstances. She had 
been very ill for some time, and her physicians despaired of her 
recovery. Whenever Stilling came to Rasenhime, he generally 
inquired after the state of her health, she being the daughter of 
bis intimate friend ; but as neither father nor mother had ever 
desired him to visit her in her room, he had never thought of re-* 
questing it. 

But on the evening after the baptism of the child, Mr. Fre- 
denberg having filled his long pipe, asked Stilling to go with 
him to see his daughter. **l wish to know your opinion respect- 
ing her case," said he, <<because you have doubtless more know* 
ledge of diseases, than we can have.^' They found her in bed 
in a very weak state of health,tliough her mind appeai*ed to be ac- 
tive and sprightly. AShe gave Stilling her hand, and begged btm 
to be seated. She seemed to have lost her reservedness, and 
spoke freely with him on religious subjects. Her delicate state 
of health required, that some one should sit up with her every 
night When her father and Stilling were on the eve of departure, 
Christina asked her father to permit Stilling and her eldest 
brother to sit up with her that night. Mr. Fredenberg had no 
objections, provided Stilling was willing, who assured them, that 
on his part he would joyfully perform this act of friendship for 
theni. In the evening at nine o'clock, he and Christina's eU 
dest brother went into her room ; both sat down before the bed, 
conversing on different subjects, in order to pass away tlie time, 
and occosionally read a little. 

At one o'clock Christina told them, that she wished them to 
be very quiet for a while, as she felt an inclination to sleep. In 
the mean tiflie young Mr. Fredenberg went down stairs, to pre- 
pare a dish of coffee, but stayed a great while, so that Stilling 
for some time sat nodding on his chair. About an hour after- 
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wards the patient bdgan to stir. Stilling opened the curtfiins li 
little, and inquired, how she had rested ? 

She replied : "I have been dosing a little. But, Mr. Stillingt 
I must tell you, my mind is strongly impressed with a sobject, I 
dare not mention now, but of which I shall speak with you at 
some other time.^* 

Stilling thought, he understood what the providence of God 
pointed at, and what the words of the patient meant He arose 
from his seat and said : 

<<I believe, I understand you, Und am persuaded^ it is the 
will of Providence,^' 

She raised herself hastily in her bed, gave him her hwd and 
i*eplied : 

"Did you understand me ?^* 

Stilling gave her his right hand, answering : *«May God 
bless us, we are now forever united.** 

She replied : "Yes, we are so for ever." — 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Christina^s brother entered soon after this occurr^ee, with 
the coifee, and all three drank it together. The mind of the 
patient did not appear at all to be affected ; she was perfectly 
composed, as if nothing of importance had occurred. But Stil- 
ling hardly knew, whether he was awake or dreaming, he was 
unable to collect his thoughts. But of one thing he was con- 
scious — that he felt a tender love for Christina, so that he would 
have been willing to sacrifice his life for her, had it been ne- 
eessary ; and this pure flame of love had fallen on his heart 
like a fire from heaven, without any particular external cause ; 
for Christina was then without any personal charms or any will 
to charm, and his own situation was such, that the q^ere idea of 
marrying caused him to shudder. Still he could not realize his 
situation at that time. 

The next morning, before he left Mr. Fredenberg's house, 
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be took an aflfectionate farewell of Cht*istina9 and at the same 
time threw out a few hints concerning his doubts and fears on 
the occasion ; but she comforted him by saying : **l am sure, 
this business comes from 6od» and he will finisli it to our mu- 
tual satisfaction/' 

On his way home^ he had time to pursue his own reflec- 
tions. He was convinced, that Mr. Spanier would withdraw his 
hand and dismiss him, when he should learn the step he had 
takeUf and thus he would again be placed in his former destitute 
situation. Neither could Mr. Fredenberg be pleased with him, 
for it was indeed a sorry piece of friendship, aiid a most 
shocking abuse of that sacred name, to engage himself to his 
daughter under circumstances, in which he was not able to 
make a living for himself^ far less maintain a family, and in 
which he needed a considerable sum of money, to prosecute and 
finish his studies. 

These things made Stilling afraid, that his future situation 
would be worse than any, in which he had hitherto been placed. 
He compared it to that of a man, who has been climbing up a high 
rock on the shore of the sea, and has no prospect of tracing 
bis way down again, except by jumping into the ocean, to save 
himself by swimming. Stilling's only comfort in these trying 
circumstances was, to cast himself and his Christina in 
the almighty arms of his heavenly Father, and for the present 
not to say a word of this occurrence to any one. Mr. 
Fredenberg had given him permission, to send the medicine* 
destined for that part of the country, where he lived, to his house, 
and promised that he would deliver them to the proper persons. 

Nine days, after the above mentioned occurrence, he sent a 
small package of medicines to him, adding a letter to Mr. Fre- 
denberg, in which he partly disclosed his views and intentions 
in r^^rd.to Christina^ and even ventured to send a sealed, letter 
to her, inclosed in that to her father. He did all this, with- 
out further r^ection ; but when the package was gone, he saw, 
how inconsiderately he had acted, and his heart failed him for fear 
of the possible consequences. 

Stilling started fcM* Rasenhime on the next Saturday; his sen- 
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■ations were indescribable. The nearer lie approached the house* 
the more violent were the pulsations of his heart On entering • 
the family-roomy Christina with her parents received him with 
the usual cordiality, and his courage revived in some meastire, 
supposing that his friend either entertained no suspicion, or in- 
tended to make no objections to the match. He soon went into 
bis own room to dress himself. When he came down stairs, 
Christina stood in the door of an apartment, opposite to the fa* 
tnily-room, and invited him to enter* Being seated, she told 
him, that the letter had excited the suspicion of her father ; that 
her mother had questioned her about it, and she had been under 
the necessity of giving her an account of their engagement : "in 
this state,*' continued she, "matters now stand ; my father has 
not spoken a word with me on the subject But I believe it is 
our duty to ask the consent of our parents this very evening ; nny 
father told me, as you went up stairs : "go with Stilling intot ha 
other room, I presume you have something to say to him«^' 

Stilling's heart was elated with joy on perceiving his af- 
fairs had taken so favorable a turn. He conversed a while with 
his Christina I they renewed their mutual promise of faithfulness 
towards each other, and resolved to walk in uprightness before 
God and man. 

After supper, when all the children were gone to bed, he told 
her parents all the circumstances, under which he had entei-ed iii» 
to an engagement of marriage with their eldest daughter, aod 
concluded in these words : 

"I ask you now, if you will receive me among the number 
of your children ? By the grace of God, I will endeavor to fulfil 
the duties of a son towards you, . and I do herewith solemnly 
protest against your giving me any assistance for the prosecu-. 
tion of my studies. I wish to marry your daughter, and I take 
God to witness, that I form this connection, without any ignoble 
views."^ 

Mr. Fredenberg gave a deep sigh, and tears trickled down 
his cheeks, when he said : 

"Mr. Stilling, I have no objection, and willingly receive yott 
m» a son, for 1 believe, the will of Providence directs us in this 
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matter* Besides I know, you are too upri^fit^ 1o harbor any un- 
christian views ; and I must ad(U that I am unable to advance 
the money for your studies.^* 

He then turned to Christina mid said : 

'^Do you thiuk, you will be strong eiM>ugIi, t<i bear tbe 
long absence of your bridogrooni ?■* 

She answered : ^'I hope, God will give Hie the necessary 
strength/* 

Mr. Fredenberg then arose, embraced StilUng, aiid Mt*s« 
Fredenberg followed his example. It would be as impossible, to 
express in language Stilling's sensations of joy, as it would be 
above the power of any pen, to describe tiie anguish of mind 
he had felt befot*e the developement of the scene. He felt as if 
he had been translated into a paradise — no anxious thoughtr 
whence he should obtain money for the prosecution of his stu* 
dies,disturbed his breast; these words : "The Lord will provide/' 
were so deeply engraven on his heart, that he could not fear. 

Mr« Fredenberg advised him, to stay during the summer 
with Mr. Spanier, and to go the ensuing fall to some university. 
Stilling was the more willing to comply with these wishes of his 
fkther<in-law, because they perfectly coincided with his own in- 
tentions. Finally they agt*eed, to keep the engagement with 
Christina a secret for the present, in oi'der to avoid the rash judg- 
ment of the world, and the family united in fervent prayer for 
Ae divine blessing in a matter of so great importance. 

Towards the end of June, Stilling informed Mr Spanier of 
his intention to enter a university, and begged him not to think 
hard of him for taking this step, and to reflect^ since he was now 
in his thirtieth year, that it was high time, he should look out 
for a iiermanent settlement His patron made no reply, but from 
that time withdrew his friendship from him^ so th<at the latter 
part of his stay in Mr. Spanier\s house, was in many respects 
unpleasaiit. Four weeks befoi-e the Frankfort fair he took leave 
^ his patron and his family. He shed tears without saying a 
w«rd. One great difficulty was, that, having never agreed with 
Mr. Spanier for a stipulated salary, but having been always 
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abundantly supplied with every thing he needed, and besidi^s, 
having drawn considerable snrns from his patron for books and 
other articles, he now received no money from hitn, and arrived 
pennyless at the house of his father-in-law. The latter how- 
ever paid him one hundred rix-dollars, to procure the most>nC' 
cessary articles, and to defray the expenses of his journey. His 
christian friends at Shonenthal made him a present of a hand- 
some suit of new clothes, and offered him further assistance.-— 
Stilling had not yet made any choice of the university, where 
he should H'nish his studies. He expected to receive some di- 
rection from his heavenly Father for that purpose. After, a 
stay of three weeks at Rasenhime, he took a walk to Shonen- 
thal, to visit once more his friends at that place. A certain lady 
oi> the aforementioned city asked him, what university he pui^Kis- 
ed to attend ? His answer was, he had not made up his mind 
on. that subject- *^),** said she, "our neighbor Mr. Troost is 
going to Strasburgt with the intention of attending the winter- 
lectures, you better go with him.'* 

Stilling believed, that this was the direction, for which he 
bad waited, and while he was yet in conversation on the subject, 
Mr. Troost entered, and the lady immediately spoke to him about 
it. Mr. Troost was glad at the prospect of his company, for he 
had already a slight acquaintance with Stilling. He was ageiH 
tleman of about forty years of age and unmarried ; he had fol* 
lowed the profession of a surgeon at Shonenthal for better tha» 
twenty years ; but being no longer satisfied with the knowledge 
of his profession he had hitherto attained, was resolved to study 
Anatomy once more at the celebrated univei-sity of Strasburg^^ 
and likewise to attend other lectures pertaining to the art he 
practiced : and thus to prepare himself with new strengths and 
ability for serving the public in his calling. In his youth he had 
spent several years at that university, and laid the foundation of 
hie knowlc<lge in surgery. He was indeed the very man fur 
Stilling ; for he had the best heart in the world, formed, as it 
were, for friendship, bore a most excellent character, and was- 
a< friend to virtue and religion. He was acquainted with the- 
world and with Strasburg, and Stilling had to acknowledge it 
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as a fiecDlitf favor of divine FrovMence» to become acquainted 
wtth binif at this period. They resolved to go to Frankfort lit 
company of some merchatilsy who purposed attending the fkif ; 
and to take a return coach from Frankfort to Strasburg. They 
fixed the day of their departure a w^ek from the day o( theit 
meetitig in Shonenthal. StSiing^ situation wa^ in every respect 
highly unpromising. He was engaged to a delicate and pious 
girU whom he tenderly loved, but who had been declared con- 
sumptive by all the physicians, who had been consulted, so that^ 
there was abundant cause to fear for her lifo; he felt with 
and for her when he reflected on the load of sufferings, 
which her tender feeling heart would have to bear during hii» 
long absence. His own hopes of happiness rested on his be- 
coming a skilful physician ; and one thousand rix-dollars 
wei'e absolutely ne<!e8sary, to carry him through his studies, of 
wliich he could not muster one hundred ; his prospect in re- 
gard to money was therefore very gloomy, for if he failed in 
this respect he failed in every other. Though Stilling was not 
insensible to these difficulties^ his confidence in Grod's providence 
remained unshaken and he drew this conclusion : God begins no^ 
ting, but what he executes for his glory ; he himself has brought* 
me into my present situation ; by his providence alone he has di-^ 
rected me to the study of medicine, and therefore he will like- 
wise execute his plan with me for his glory. This inference inspir- 
ed him with so much courage, that he frequently observed to his 
friends at Rasenhime : **1 am anxious to know, how my heaven- 
ly Father will procure the means for the prosecution of my stu- 
dieSw* Bat to bis other friends he did not disclose his circum- 
fitonces, particularly not to Mr. Troost ; for this tender feeling 
friend would have seen a thousand insurmountable obstacles^ 
had he been acquainted with Stilling's real situation. 

At length the day appointed for his departure, approached! 
Cliristina^s eyes were constantly swimming in tears^ she fainted 
several times, and the whole family were deeply aflfected. The 
last evening was spent by Mr. Fredenberg and Stilling in confi- 
dential conversation. The former could not refrain from shed- 
ding tears wheii he said to Stilling : 
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"My dear Son, my heart bleeds for you, and gladly wdfiM 
I provide you with money, were It in my power ; I commenced 
business with little or nothing, and though I have been success- 
ful thus far, should I give you the money necessary for the pro- 
secution of your studies, I would severely suffer in my own 
affair. Besides I have ten children, what I do for one, I owe 
to all the rest" 

"My dear father,'^ answered Stilling with a sei-ene coun- 
tenance, "I do not ask a penny of you, for I know, he still lives, 
who fed so many thousands in the wilderness, to his providential 
care I conoinit all my wants. He will find ways and means. 
Do not be anxious on my account. — The Lord will provide !*' 

He had sent his baggage to Frankfort ; on the morning of 
his departure he went after breakfast into Christina's apartment 
and found ^her batlied in teai*s. He embraced her and said : 
"Farewell, my dear, may the Lord strengthen and preserve you 
in good health till we shall see each other again !*' And thus 
he loft her. Having taken leave of all the i»est, he started for 
Shonenthal, accompanied by the eldest brother of his bride. 
Here this faithful friend left him likewise. The journey to Frank- 
fort shall not detain the reader, suffice it to say, he and his tra- 
veiling companion arrived in that city without any accident 



CHAPTER IX. 

Forty rix-doUars was the amount of StilUng's riches,, when 
he started from Rasenhtme. On his arrival in Frankfort hji 
found it necessary to tarry eleven days for an opportunity of con- 
tinuing his journey to Strasburg, and during that time his mo* 
ney melted down to one single rix-dollar. He waited however 
with confidence for the help of his heavenly Father, without dis- 
closing his situation to any c»f his friends ; and the uneasiness, 
which would nevertheless sometimes steal over hts mind, he sup- 
pressed by prayers to God. — One day as he was walking througb 
the streets and had reached the Roemersberg, he met a merchant 
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from ShonentliaU by the name of Leebinan, with whom he was 
well acquainted ; who inquired very aflTectionateiy how he was* 
aad invited hhn to tat^e supper with liim that evening. Stilling; 
accepteil the invitation, and went at the appointed time. After 
supper Mr. Leebman asked hini, whence he obtained money for 
ilie prosecution of his studies ? 

Stilling answered with a smile : "I have a rich father in 
heaven, who will provide for me.'^ 

Mr. Leebman looked at liim and asked : ^*how much have 
you now ?'* 

"One rix-dollar/* was Stilling^s reply. 

"Well, I am one of your father's stewards, and shall open 
my purse this time." With these words he drew his purse, and 
gave him thirty -three rix-dollars, as tlie sum which he could at 
present conveniently spare, adding : "You will find every where 
assistance. Should you at any time hereafter be able to return 
IDC the money, you may do so, if not, I shall never ask for it.'* 
Stilling expressed his thanks to him, while tears of gratitude to- 
wards God flowed down his cheeks. This example of the evi- 
dent interference of God in his behalf, encouraged him so much, 
that he firmly believed, God would help him through every other 
difficulty* Before he left Frankfort, he received letters from 
his friends at Rasenhinie, particularly from Christina, who in- 
formed him she had taken courage, and was resolved to sub- 
mit with patience to the will of God. He answered all these 
letters, but said nothing of the first probation of his faith, and 
merely told his friends, that he was well provided. 

Two days afterwards Mr. Troost hired a return-coach to take 
them as far as Manhime. On this journey a Swiss- merchant 
irwn Luzerne was their traveling companion. In order to pass 
the time on the road, they conversed on various subjects. The 
Swiss-merchant was very open hearted towards his traveling 
companions, which likewise opened Sttlling's heart, so that he 
gave him the history of his life, the recital of which drew tears 
fram the ^es of the noble hearted Swiss. At Manhime they 
hhtd anotlier return-coach to Strasburg. On the road between 
Speyer and Lauterburg Stilling and bis friend from Luzerne step- 

Z 
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\Wid out of tiie coach, because its moUun in the sandy yoads 4iAiit 
agree .with tlienrit and walked for a considerable distance t0getli«n 
The Swiss-merchant desired him» >%heii they wei'e alone, to s»ll 
him a copy of Molitor*s tiianuscript for five I^Duisd'ors, aail 
Stilliiig promised it to him* When they had again entened tlit 
coachy Mr. Troost observed in reference to this roamr 
script, that he would placie no value on all the^e patent medi- 
cines, after he should have passed through his studies. Our 
Swiss friend hearing this, repented of his bargain. Had Mr. 
Troost known wliat agreement they had made, he would d^ttbl- 
les^ have remained silent. 

Gur travelers arrived safely at Strasburg, and took tempo- 
rary lodgings at the house of alderman Blesig at the sign of tdi^ 
axe; whence they wrote to their respective friends, informing 
them of their safe arrival. The next day they were matrieuhi- 
ted and Mr. Ti-oost, who was well acquainted in the city, hmi 
lodgings for them both at the house of a rich merchant by 0» 

name of R , whose brother lived at Shoiienthal, and who opi 

this account was the more willing* to rent them a well {urnifik^i 
japartment in the h>wcr story of his house for a very medonla 
sum. A good hoarding house was likewise in the ne|ghborhoodl» 
where they engaged board by the month. Stilling made tiie 
necessary inquiries concerning the lectures, and engaged as OHIr 
ny as he could conveniently attend ; physiology, anatomy imd 
chemistry however formed the prominent branches of his stadtee 
for the present The next day they went fi>r the first thgn^ to 
dinner at their boarding-himse. They were the first in the din^ 
ing room, and had the advantage of seeing the other boardeis 
arrive, one after the other. The company consisted of sd»wt 
twenty (persons, among whom one gentleman particularly att|*aot- 
ed their attention. lie was well made, with b]ae eyes* and MB 
elevated forehead. This must be a fine man, whispered Troo$t 
to Stilling* who concurred in his opinion, though hp was sotner 
what afraid he would prove troublesome^ on account of his free 
fnauners; in that respect however be was nii8takeD.-^0i9 iNMn^ 
was Gcethe.-^ 

Two studente of medicines, Waldherg and Mdser* ik^am 
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kmm VteAflift^ the olhef fronn Alsaee Hkewtse ftttracted their if9- 
tice. The first iii«ftti»iied was a man of su^rior ifntellectual 
faiGultiety but opposed Ui religion^ and of loose morals. The other 
was a fine litlle i»an» possessed of a noble he art> but somewhat 
irritatke and snspkioiis. He took iits place near Stilling' at the 
tahle^ and they soon became acquainted. A student of Tiieolo- 
gy by the nante of Leose likewise entered the nioniv a favorite 
of CkBtbe^ wbk>h he ricMy deserved to be» for he wan not only 
a man of gl'eai learning and an excellent Theologhtn* but he 
possessed likewise that i-are gift^ to pronounce in m dry 
tone the moilt cutting satire against vice. 

Another person took his seat near Gcethe, of whom I siiall on- 
ly observe, that he was a rftven adorned with peacock-feathers. 
Another gentleman, but of an excellent character, a native of 
Strasburg took also a seat at the table, his modesty doth not |»er- 
■hmI me ta praise him, he was the well known Mr. Salzman. If 
mf readers imagine to themselves the most profound philosopher 
«iAd the raid christian united, they will have a picture of Sals- 
AMI. Mr^ Trdost whispered to Stilling : <<here we ouglit to be si- 
lentr bearer* fof a fortnight^' Stilling acknowledged tins to be a 
4fH>A piece of advice, and both were therefore for some trine si- 
lent obsenr^K, and no one of the company seemed to take much 
Mlioe of thero> except that Goethe now and then sliot a look at 
thenr; he is^med to have the government at the table, without 
Meklttg it. Mr. Troost was a very useful friend to Stilling, lie 
wto aequftinted with the world, and therefore an excellent guide 
ihffoagh its intricacies. Without him. Stilling- would have com- 
teMted a thousand blunders. So bountiful had his heavenly Fa- 
ther boen towards him, that he provided him even witii a tutor, 
who not oidy assisted him as a friend in the common concerns of 
•lifei but who also pointed out to him a suitable plan and method 
for his studies. 

In a short time Stilling felt himself very . comfortable at 
ftlrasburg, running his raco successfully. Messrs. Speelman and 
Lohfltinei two of the professors, whose lectures he particularly 
attended, soon took notice of him, because he was a diligent stu- 
dent^ and sedate and dignified in his deportment. But his thirty- 
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three rix-dollara l¥ere now again induced to asltij^le 
wiiicli induced him to offer up fervent prayers for assistanc 
his heavenly Father, who soon heai^ him. For in thi» tim 
distress Mn Troost addressed him one morning in the follov 
manner : **I believe, you have brout^ht no money with ya 
will lend you six Cai^ins, till you receive your bills of 
change. Though he had no exfiectation either of receiving I 
uf exchange, or money in any other way, he still accepted 
friend^s offer, who immediately paid him that sum.^ 

Reader ! who excited the heart of this friend at the v 
moment, when Stilling was in the greatest need ! ! 



CHAPTER X. 

Mr. Thiost was dft'^Sed fashionably, and so t^as Stilti« 
but the latter had a round whig in his ward-robe, tvfi 
for economy's sake he one day wore lit the dinner*t«ble« ] 
one took any offense At it, but Waldberg. He looked at hi 
and having learnt before, that Stilling was a friend to religk 
asked him: *'Did Adattt in Pdralise wear a round wliig ?•* i 
the guests laughed, except Sal^man, Goethe and Troost. St 
ling replied With a look of anger * "Are you not ashamed* 
this scoffing language 7 such low atid coarse Wit is not wor 
laughing at!*' Sut Goethe tiook the word, and observei 
**Try a man fir^tj whether he deserves derision.'* It is abomi! 
ably wicked, it Is devilish, to mock an honest, good man, wl 
has given no cause of offehse ! From that time Goethe toe 
particular noticfe df Stilling, visited htm, and endeavored on a 
occasions to give him proofs of liis good will and friendships^ 

About the middle of November proposals Were issued ft 
a lecture on midwifery, and the students of medicine were invil 
ed to subscribe. This lecture was of great fmportante for him 
he therefore weiil on the appointed day to the Professor to entc 
his name, under the impression, that this lecture^ as well as al 
others, was to be paid for, at the fclose of the course. But ho« 
great was his astonishment, when the Doctor requested thestU' 
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dtntsy to pay next Tliuraday evening six Louisd'ora in advance 
for the lecture. In case he could not have paid this sum at ttie 
above mentioned time^ his name would have been struck off 
from the list, which would liave lessened his credit materially; 
and besides would have been extremely humiliating for him; what 
therefore to do under these circumstances, he knew not. Mr. 
Troost had already lent him six Garolins, and there existed at 
present no prospect of repaying that gentleman. As soon as he 
came into his room, and found himself alone, he locked the door, 
threw himself into a corner, ami prayed earnestly to God for as- 
sistance, but no help appeared. The clock struck five, and in 
one hour's time he must have the money. He almost lost his 
faith, the anguish of his soul pressed drops of sweat from liis 
forehead, and his face was bathed in tears. While he was walk- 
ing the floor in utter despair, a knock was heard at the door. 
At his catl <<come in,'' the landlord entered, and after the usual 
coflipiimetits said : 

<4come to .see, how you like the apartment, you have rent- 
ed of me 2." Mr« Troost was again absent, and totally ignorant 
of bis present critical situation. — Stilling answered: 

'<I am very much obliged to you. Sir, for the honor you do 
jne^ in making the inquiry ; and I have the pleasure to inform 
yo«, that we are extremely well suited with our lodgings." Mr. 

B replied, he was glad to hear it, but sliould take the liberty 

of trwibling him with one more question : 

. ''Have you brought money with y<»u, or do you expect bills 
of exchange?" Stilling felt as doubtless Habakkuk did, when the 
a^d carried him bjf the hair of his head to Babylon. He an- 
4wared: 

**l have brought no money with me." Mr. R-«— « looked 
>ntfa astonishment at him and i*eplied : 

<<How for heaven^s sake do you live then ?'^ 

^*His re|rfy was : Mr. Tifiost has lent ine some money/* 

"I will tell you, Sir,'* continued Mr. R "Tnmst 

^I^Rts his money himself. I will lend you as much as you need 
for the present^ and if you receive a draught, give it to me, you 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



18t 

dhfiM have tio trouble witfi the sale of it Do yort watit tn^nef mi* 
mediately?*' StiHing could hardly refrain from betraying his feei* 
ifigs bj a sudden exclamationibot suppressing his emotioft as much 

as possible briefly answered: «<Mr. R J acknowledge^ I ought 

to pay six Lonisd^ors this evening if I had theni«'^ Mr« R " * 
observed with some astonishment : ^*I see, God has sent me te 
your assistance.'^ With these wonls he left htin^ and his feel- 
ings may ve^ properly be compared to those of Daniel in the 
llon's-den^ when Habakkuk brought him food. Lost in these 8en>> 
salions, he scarcely perceived Mr. R.-'-^-^^s retarn, who br«Ri|^t 
bim eight Louisd'ors with these words : <<IIere is tlie money 
yod wanted and a little more, when it is gone^you must ask for 
liioi*e." Stifling dared not fully express his gratitude tv tbib 
gentleman, from fear of exposing himself too much« 

In l^ie circle, in which he moved, he was frequently teMptel 
to becMie a sceptic on the subject of religion $ Itf^ heard dail|)r 
new proofs against the Bible, against Christianity, and: the very 
pfrlncilrfes of the religion of the Redeemer. All those piVKifs in 
Onvor of religion, which tie had hitherto collected^ wtte m 
longer sufficient to satisfy his reason, the probations of foMi 
alone, of which hehad experienced so many in the course tif his 
Hfe, made him invincible. He reasoned thus : <«That beingi 
who evidently hears the prayers of the children of men, aiid wiio 
governs their destinies in a preeeptible and ^^'onderfnl RmnnoCp 
must be the true God, and his doctrine the word of God^ But 
I have always revered and adored Jesus Christ asmy God and 
Savior, he has heard me in my afflictions and difficulties and 
assisted me in a most wonderful manner. Therefore Jesui 
Christ is undeniably the true God, his doctrine the word of Oed^ 
and his religion, as lie has taught it, is the true religion/* 

This mmle of reasoning, founded on his own experience, 
could from its nntniT be no proof to any other man, tiKiUgh it 
wa.<4 perfectly satisfactory to himself, and strong enaiigb,' to arm 
him against every attack. 

As soon as Mr. R was gone, he fell on his faee, woi*- 

shiping God, and thanking him for his gracious interpoiition, 
and recommending himself for the future to his pi-eseinring grace; 
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thit diitf Mfig performeiU he went into the lecture hall, mA paUl 
lib finbscription. 

White thiH happened at Strasburg, Mr. LeebiMn was pay* 
mg a visit to Mr. Freclenberg ; for they^ were intimate friends $ 
Leebmaii however knew nothing of Stilling^s connection with 
Fredeiiberg'a fainily, though he was not ignorant of the friendi- 
ahip which 4iib.si«ted between them. As they were sitting and 
talking tfigetiier, the conversation turned upon their mutual 
friend at StraslMirg. Leebman mentioned^ that Mr. Troost 
cofild not find words sufficient in his letters to praise StilUng's 
appl«catipn» natural talent and progress in his studies. Freden^ 
\mrg and his fainily» and especially Christina were r^iced at 
Die^e news* Leebman further said, that he could not comprehend 
whence he ohtained the money for the prosecution of his studies* 
Fnedanberg observedt that he neither knew any thing about it* 
Well, continued Leebman, I wish, some friend would assist ma 
in sfetuling lilm a handsome bill of exchange. Mr. Fi*edenherg 
perc^ved* that this was a providential hint, he could hardly ror 
fvain from bursting into tears ; but poor Christina ran into her 
iBhamber to pour out her heart in praise to God. Fredenberg 
Mplied : 

^*I iwill assist you.*' 

^^Leebman said :^' If you will pay one hundred aad 11 fly rU- 
jdoilars^ I wUI give as much»and we will send the draft, Fredea- 
berg agreed to this pitipositiont and a fortnight after the above 
jnentioned severe probation of Stilllng^s faith he unexpectedly 
ffeoelved a letter frem Mr, Leebmaut inclosing a draft for thre» 
hundred dollars. He laughed, went to the window, looking with 
heartfelt gratitude to heaVen and said : ^'Thip is thy worfc alone, 
O my Almighty Father !" 

My life I dedicate to thee. 

My walk shall praise tliy name forever. 

He then paid Mr. Ti-oost, Mr. R and all bis other amdl 

debts in Strasburg, and had yet money enough leftt for his ex- 
peoaes. during the winter. 

Hia mode of living at Strasburg was so singular, that the 
.whole luiiversity talked of it. Philoaopby was the science tbc 
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which he had always felt great partiality. As a means of self 
improvement he gave every evening from five to six o'cloctt a puh- 
lic lecture on philosophy. As he took no pay for these lectures* 
the faculty made no ohjection. His auditory was numerous, he 
obtained by this means many friends, and greatly enlarged the 
circle of his acquaintances. Neither did he neglect his own stu- 
dies. He made frequent praeparata on the anatomical theatre* 
and professor Lobstine, who lectured on that branch with great 
success, shewed him much friendship and spared no pains to 
make him master of that {mrt of medical science. During the 
winter he visited the sick in the hospital, in company of Dr. Ehr- 
man. Here he observed the diflTerent diseases, and on the anato- 
mical theatre he learnt their causes. In short he used every exer* 
tion in his power, to make himself completely master of the me- 
dical art. In belles letters Goethe o|M;ned a new field for him. 
He made him acquainted with Ossian's, Shakespear's, Fielding^s 
and Sterne*s works, and thus Stilling came fi*om nature without 
a circuitous route back to nature again. There was likewise 
an association of young men at Strasburg, who stiled themselves 
<*the society of belles letters,'* of which he became a member. 
In this society he became acquainted with the best books, and 
the present state of literature in the world. Mr. Troost intro- 
duced him also to Herder, who spent that winter at Strasburg. 
Stilling admired him more than any other he had seen hi* 
therto, and frequently used to say : <<Herder has but one idea, 
and that idea is the world. ^ He was the better pleased with this 
introduction because he harmonized more with him than with 
Gee the. 

Spring was now approaching, and Mr. Troast was prepar- 
ing for his return. Stilling felt the pang of separation from so 
dear and valuable a friend, but his present loss had been made 
up by the many new acquaintances he had formed at Strasburg ; 
he also hoped, in a year's time to see him again at Shonenthal. 
Before Troost left Strasburg, he was informed of Stilling's con- 
nection with the Fredenberg family and received letters for them 
from Stilling,who desired him to visit his friends as soon as conve- 
nieuty and to give them a faithful account of all his circumstances. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Ten days before Whitsun-tide Stilling went to the thea- 
tre, to see the performance of Romeo and Juliet according to Mr. 
Wiso'fl translation for the German theatre. Whiles there, a 
great uneasiness of mind seized him, without knowing whence 
it proceeded. He had received the most encouraging letters 
both from his relatives in the principality of Salen and from h'm 
friends at Rasenhime. He left the theatre to reflect on the 
(5ause of this singular state of mind, but could discover none. It 
however gradually subsided, and he thought no more of it. 

On Tuesday before Whitsun-tide the son of one of the profes-' 
SOTS of the university was to be married, and of course there 
were no lectures given that day. Stilling resolved to improve 
this leisure-time for private studies. At nine o'clock in the 
morning a sudden horror fell upon him, his heart palpitated, and 
he could find no relief. He rose from his chair, walked the floor 
for some time, and felt a strong desire to undertake a journey to 
Rasenhime. He was frightened at the idea, when he reflected on 
the injury, which such a journey would occasion to his studies, 
is well as to hfs purse. At last he persuaded himself that all 
proceeded from a touch of the Hypochondria ; and he therefore 
endeavored to drive it fmm his mind by engaging in his private 
studies, but he strove in vain, his uneasiness increased every 
minute, so that he could not study in the least. He represented to 
himself, what people would think of him, should he undertake 
this journey of more than two hundred miles, and perhaps find 
all things in the usual order at honte. However, as he could not 
shake off this singular sensation, he prayed to God, that he might 
give him some sure token, if the jouniey were necessary, from 
which he might learn why it was so ? While he was thus pray- 
ing, one of Mr. R -'s clerks brought him the following letter 

from Rasenhime: 

My dear Son ! 
Too will doubtless have received the letters from Mrs. Fre- 
denberg, from my son and from Mr. Troostj the news will tbere- 
f(Mn not come nnexpeeted, that Christina is very ill. Her former 

Aa 
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indisposition has attacked her again, and she is now very weak— - 
very weak indeed. Ber sickness has so affected my mind, 
that I cannot refrain fi-om teara while writing. I do Hot wish to 
say much on this subject, from fear, of overdoing the matter; 
I pray eanpestly for the poor child as well as for myself, that wo 
may resign oui-selves with filial confidence to God's holy will. 
May the merciful Redeemer look down with pity upon us all ! 
Your Christina wishes, that I shall tell you, she is so weak, that 
she can hardly speak ! — I have to lay down my pen for a while, 
may Almighty God enable me to write, what I ought. — In his 
name I again take my pen in hand to tell you, that according to 
human appearances — be strong, my dearest son, — I say according 
to human appearances Christina, won't live to see many more 
days in this world. my dearest son ! I feel,as if my heart would 
break, I can't write much more. Your bride wishes to see you 
once more, but what shall I say, or what advice shall I give you I 
God ! thou knowest my heart, thou knowest, that I would bo 
willing, to defray the expenses of your journey, but dare not 
advise you, to undertake it. Inquire of the best of counsellors, to 
whom I commend you in fervent prayer. I, your mother, brido 
and all the children desire to be affectionately remembered to 
you. — Your affectionate father — Peter Fredenberg. 

Stilling did not know what he should do ; he ran like a mad- 
man up aud down the room ; he neither wept nor sighed, but 
looked like a person in despair. At length he collected hw 
thoughts so far, that he dressed himself, and ran with the 
letter to Goethe. As he entered the room he exclaimed : '•I am 
undone, read this letter.*' Goethe read, rose hastily, sighed and 
said with tears in his eyes : "Poor Stilling !" He immediately 
returned with him to his lodgings. On their way thither, they 
met another friend to whom he communicated his misfortune, 
who also accompanied them. Both these friends put the neces- 
sary clothes and linnen in his valise, while another one looked 
out for a conveyance, which was readily obtained, as a boat was 
going down the Rhine as far as Mainz, and was to start at noon. 
In the meantime he wrote a few lines to his father-in-law, an- 
nouncing his intention of visiting him. Goethe procured tbeneces- 
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Mryprovisiotis^carried them to the boat,and returned to take Stil- 
ling on board. As soon as he was under ^ay, his mind became 
easy» and he hoped to find Christina alive^ and even that she 
would recover. It happened to be the most convenient time 
for him to travel^ for most of t!ie lectures had been closed for the 
season. During his journey to Mainz nothing of importance 
occurred^ he arrived there on Friday evening about six o'clock, 
and on inquiring for a conveyance toCologne learnt,that a cover- 
ed boat had set sail a few hours before for that place and that the 
intention of the captain was, to stay at Bingen all night Stil- 
ling accepted the offer of a boatman to take him to Bingen for 
four guilders. While the men were getting ready, a lad 
about fifteen years of age came to Stilling and asked, if he would 
permit him to go in his company as far as Cologne. Having re- 
ceived a favorable answer, and the men the promise of two 
additional guilders, our travelers stepped into a small open boat. 
Stilling apprehensive of danger, expressed his fears to the men, 
luit they only laughed at him. On starting it was perceptible, 
that the water reached within a few inches to the level of the. 
boat, and whenever Stilling stirred in the least, the water rushed 
in. All these circumstances made him feel very insecure, he 
frequently wished himself on the shore : however, to pass the 
time away, he entered into conversation with his little traveling 
companion. With astonishment he learnt of him, that he was 

the son of a rich widow-lady at H , and that he intended 

to go quite alone to the Cape of Good Hope, to visit his 
brother. Stilling asked him, whether his mother had given her 
^M>nsent to this voyage ? upon which the lad told him, that she 
had not at first ; but that he had left her house secretly, and 
that she had pursued and stopt him at Mainz ; yet in conse- 
quence of his earne43t entreaties she had granted him permission, 
and had given him a bill of exchange to the amount of eleven 
hundred guilders. **l have an uncle at Rotterdam/^ said he, <<who 
18 to see me on board a vessel." This declaration quieted Stil- 
ling*s af^prehension in regard to him, supposing Ins uncle would 
have orders to detain him. While they were conversing, StiU 
ting felt his feet getting very cold, and on examination found, 
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tb«t the water was penetrating the baat» and that the skiiqier wba 
sat behind hini» was l^ing with all his might* This increased 
Lis uneasiness so much, that he demanded to he landed on the left 
bank of the rivert but ttiough be promised them the full prizo 
agreed upon^ they would not consent, but rowed on a head. Stii* 
ling and tfie lad therefore assisted in baling, and it was as much 
as they could do, to keep the boat free of water. In the mean 
time it became dai*k, they drew near the mountains, the wind 
rose high, and a heavy shower was approaching. The lad was 
shaking with fear; and Stilling became very melancholy, and the 
circumstance that the boat«-men began to converse with each other 
by signs, was not calculated to lull his apprehensions, afi 
it indicated, that they had some evil design in view. Night had 
now set in, the shower was close upon them, it thundered, ligh< 
tened and the rain descended in torrents, the wind was very high, 
the skiff was tossed up and down by the waves and nothing but 
a watery grave seemed to await them. Stilling turned in silent 
prayer to God, that he might preserve him, especially if Chris- 
tina should live longer in this world. Engaged in these medi- 
tations, he raised his eyes, and beheld the mast of a Yacht*-he 
called for help, and immediately a sailor came on deck, with a lan- 
tern and a long hook. The skippers endeavored to avoid the Yacht 
as much as possible, but wind and water drove them in spite 
of their exertions towards it, and before they were aware of it, the 
sailors had fastened the hook to the boat and were drawing it close 
to the vessel. The captain of the yacht having by the light of 
the lantern discovered the countenances of the boat-men, said: 
'<Ah, Ah ! are you the fellows, who drowned the two travelers 
a few weeks ago ? Wait, you shall have your pay, as soo* 
as I return to Mainz !" Stilling threw them tlie promised six 
guilders into the boat, thankful for having escaped so imminent 
a danger. In the morning at day light they were opposite Bin- 
gen; having given the sailoi*s some drinking money, he and his 
little companion left the Yacht, and soon found the boat fastened 
to a post, in which they intended to go to Cologiie. 

There was a tavein not far from the shore, whither Stilling 
and the lad went. The floor in the bar-room was covered witJl 
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straw ; in one corner lay a man of a very noble appearance.. 
At a little distance farther was a soldier Ipti'etchcd oat at full 
length ; a step farther lay a young fellow, who resembled a gof>d 
for nothing student as much as one egg doth another. In a sepa* 
n^ corner in the back part of the room something was lying* 
which when it began to stir and look up from a multitude of bol- 
sters and pillows he discovered to be some soii; of a woman. 
Having viewed this singular group with much satisfaction he ad- 
dressed himself to the company in these words : 

^^Gentiemen, I wisti you all a good morning and a successful 
journey/' All three arose from their couches ; yawning and 
clearing their throats they looked about and saw a smiling man 
standing before them. Having made their compliments to tlie 
stranger, one of them asked him whence he came so early ? Stil- 
ling informed him in a few words, of his last adventure. <^You 
•re no merchant, I suppose,*' replied the stranger, ^^at least you 
have not the appearance of one.'' Stilling answered with a 
Mlule : <<Yoa seem to understand the science of physiogno- 
my, I am indeed no merchant, I am studying medicine." The 
stranger gave him a penetrating look and said : 

"You study at a time, when others are already settled^ 
yea have either been under the necessity of surmounting vast 
difficulties, or you have made a late choice.'* He replied : 

"Both these things are true. I am a son of Pro- 
vidence, without God's particular interference I would be either 
a tailor or a collier." He pronounced these words with great 
emphasisy as be usually doth, when he speaks on this subject. 
The stranger continued : "I hope, you will give us your 
Wstory !'» 

"Yes," answered Stilling, "I will do it with great plea- 
sure." The stranger tapped him on the shoulder and said : 
'^Whosoever you are* you are the man I like." Stilling tlien 
mquired, whether the gentlemen wished to take breakfast here I 
And when all had agreed to have a dish of coffee, he went out 
ie bespeak it On his return he asked the company, if they 
would permit him and the lad to join them as far as, Cologne 2 
All answered in the affirmative, adding, that it gave ttiem par- 
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ticvlar pleasure, to receive him as a traveling companion. 
Meanwiiile they M^edb dressing, and the woman in her comer ' 
was likewise adjusting her dress very bashfully. He learnt, that 
she was house-keeper to a Roman catholic clergyman at Cologne, 
and was of course very reserved in the company of strangers, 
although she might have saved herself the trouble, being beyond 
all description ugly. The coffee was now served, and all 
took their breakfast at one table, excepting the house-keeper, 
who enjoyed her dish in scrupulous retirement at her own table. 
After breakfast they all went to the boat, and Stilling observed, 
diat the gentleman, who had pressed him to relate the history of 
his life, was a stranger to all. Having passed the dangeroos 
place called the Bingerloch, Stilling gave the promised narra- 
tive, i*elating every circumstance, his engagement and the cause 
of his present journey not excepted. The stranger frequently 
shed tears during the narration, and so did the soldier, and both 
wished to learn, how he would find his bride. 

The soldier in his turn gave them a brief narative of bis 
life as follows: 

<<I was born in the Dutchy of Zweybruk, and though my 
parents were poor, they nevertheless sent me to a good school, 
that a liberal education might be a substitute for a fortune. 
Alter I left school, a certain gentleman under government em- 
ployed me as clerk. With him I spent several years* became ac- 
quainted with his daughter, a mutual attachment was formed, 
and we promised each other, to marry no other. My patron 
dismissed me, when he discovered his daughter\s attachment. I 
went to Holland, and enlisted as a soldier. I wrote many letters 
to my bride, but received no answers, as mine were intercepted. 
This drove me to such despair, that I often soirght for death, 
though I abhorred suicide. Our regiment was soon sent to 
South America, where the Indians were at war with the H^* 
landers. On our arrival in Suriname the comimny to which I 
belonged, was stationed at a fort a considerable distance from 
the capital. I was still wishing for death, and hoped, that in 
one or the other engagement a ball would finish my life, but I 
shuddered when I reflected on the possibility, of being taken pri* 
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soner by the Indians. But being determined not to siiflfisr myself 
to be taken alive> I freqnently requested the captain, to send me 
oat on reconoitring parties against the Indians, and being gen*" 
endly succesful in these excursions, I was appointed Serge>aiil» 
At one time I commanded fifty men, we came into a forest at a 
considerable distance from the fort; we marched on, carrying our 
muskets cocked in our arms. All at once a ball whistled past 
my head, and immediately afterwards another. We halted; and 
in looking about, discovered an Indian in the act of reloading^ 
Our guns were in a moment levelled at him, and we called te 
him to surrender. Seeing no possibility of escape, he did as wf 
had demanded. Luckily he understood some Dutch ; we com* 
pelled him to guide us to their camp, which was not far distant* 
We surrounded it, as they were sleeping in perfect security, and 
took their chief prisoner. This put an end to the war. I re- 
ceived a commission as Lieutenant, and after some time returned 
with the regiment to Holland. I immediately took furlough to 
go home, and frMind that my bride had remained faithful to hmr 
promise. Being in possession of some wealth, and enjoying an 
honorable title in society, my application was no longer rejectedf 
we were married and I am now the father of five children.'' 

The company were pleased with the story ; and both the 
Lieutenant and Stilling would have been glad to learn now some- 
thing of the stranger ; but he smiled and said: Excuse me» 
Gentlemen, I dare not. 

Thus the day passed away in pleasant conversationi^ 
Towards night a storm arose, which compelled them to land at 
Leitersdorf below Neuwied, and to stay all night 

The fellow, whom Stilling had taken for a student, was 
from Strasburgy and had run away from his parents. While 
we others were engaged in conversation, he made himself ac* 
quainted with the lad, who had come in Stilling's company. 
All warnings to be on his guard, and especially also that of 
keeping his bill of exchange out of sight, were of no avail. 
Stilling afterwards learnt, that the boy had lost all his moneys 
and that the student had absconded. 

At bed-time it was found, that there were but three beds 
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for fire travelers. It was agreed to cast Tots, who sbotiM Bleep 
together, and it happened, that the two lads canoe together, 
the Lieutenant got a bed to himself, and Stilling and the 
stranger received the third. At nndressing Stilling perceived, 
that his bed-companion was well provided with jewelry^ and 
concluded, he must be a man of rank. But it appeared to 
him, that his mode of traveling was incompatible with this idea, 
he thei*efore began to suspect him ; however observing him to be 
a praying man, he was ashamed of his suspicions. The next 
evening they arrived at Cologne. In that place the stranger 
«^med to have much business ; he likewise changed his style 
df living, hired servants &c. Stilling Irnlged at the same Ho- 
tel. On the morrow StiHing hastened away. The stranger 
took an aflectionate leave of him and said : <<Your company^ 
Sir, has given me hiuch satisfaction, continue to pursue your 
course, I shall not forget you.^ StiHing once more expressed a 
tdesire to know, with whom he had had the pleasure of traveling. 
The stranger smiled and said : "When you come to Rasen^ 

hi me and read the papers, and find the name , think of 

me. On his way the name of the stranger occurred again to his 
mind, it appeared to him faimiliar, and yet he did not know, what 
to make of it. In the afternoon he arrived at Rasenhime.. 
In the course of a week he took up a Lippstadt newspaper, iit 
which he found the following article : Cologne May the fi4th: 
Mr.— Ambassedor of — — at the Hague has passed this da;f 
Mirongh our city on his way to Holland. 

He found Christina in a paroxysm of delirium, she did not 
recognize him, but pushed him away. He retired for some time 
to finother room^ until she had recovered her senses, her fHends 
gave herthen to understand, that Stilling had come. Words are 
insufficient to describe the meeting between the two lovers, but 
alas ! it was too much for poor Christina ! Her exertions threw 
her into fits, and Stilling expected every moment during the first 
three days and nights nothing else but her departure. She re- 
covered however, notwithstanding the fears of all her friends, and 
within a fortnight she had recruited her strength so far. as to he 
flMe to sit up at least during part of the day. Stilling's engagement 
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with Christina became now generally known. Fredenberg^g 
best friends advised him» to have them immediately married, which 
was done with tiie usual formalities by the bed-side of Christinai 
June 17th in the year im. 



CHATER XII. 

Mr. Dinkier, an excellent physician^ a man of great eradi" 
tion and of an extensive practice, lived at that time in Shonen" 
thd. He was an intimate friend of Mr. Troost^s, and had learnt 
part of Stilling's history from that kind hearted man, and So- 
ling had likewise found an opportunity, of becoming acquainted 
with him. This Dr. Dinkier and Mr. Troost were guests 
at his wedding, and both proposed to himto settle at Sho* 
nenthal, particularly, as one of the physicians of that place 
had lately died. But he could not give a decisive answer to 
this proposition, because he looked to Providence for guidance 
and direction in this affair, as well as in all others. But these 
two friends would not allow any hesitation on his part, and en- 
gaged a suitable house for him, previous to his return to Straii- 
burg. Dr. Dinkier likewise promised him, to attend Christi- 
na as medical friend during his absence. Mr. Fredenberg als« 
fennd means to supply him with the necessary sum of money for 
the prosecution of his studies; and when all things were proper- 
ly regiflatedt he prepared for his return to Strasburg. The even- 
ing before his departure he entered his wife's chamber, and found 
her in a kneeling posture with folded hands. He approached her» 
ttid perceived that she was as stiff as a corpse, though her 
pulse was regular. He lifted her up, spoke to her, and thus 
brought her to lier senses again. The whole night she spent in 
lamentations attended by spasmodic affections. In the morning 
she had remained in bed, and when her husband came to take 
leave of her, she threw her arms round bis neck, wept and sobbed 
ineessantly. At last be tore himself from her by force. His 
two brothers-in-law accompanied him as far as Cdogne. On tltsr 
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next Any, jiist as he was stepping into tiie mail coach* an npvess 
arnred fnim Rasenhinie, iiifbrming him, that ChriBttna was ia 
a measure resi.^ned. I'his ^ve hifn great encouragement and 
he began to hope, that on his return he wonld find her complete* 
ly recovei*ed. He conpiended her and himself into the hands 
of his Almighty Father, and having taken leave of his brothers* 
continued his journey. In seven days he arrived safe in Stras- 
burg* and went immediately to Goethe. The noble man hastily 
rose from his seat, when he saw him, embraced him and said : 
♦•Arc you hei*c again, good Stilling ? Bow is your bride Z" He 
answered : **She is no longer my bridc» but my wife/' <*Th«^^ 
weU done," replied the other, "you aj'e a coital fellow !" Tber^ 
laaindei' of that day was spent in pleasant conversations. 
^ Mr. Lentz, a man well known in his country by his literary 
prfiductions, had arrived in Strasburg during his absence. Gn9t(* 
the, Lentz atul Leose formed a circle, in which Stilling 
found great satisfaction. His religious enthusiasm did ik4 
prevent him from preserving a friendly intercourse with men^ 
who entertained freer sentiments on the subject of religion than 
himself, provided, they were no mockers of religion. 

Stilling continued his medical studies with all diligence* 
omittiiig nothing, which he judged essential in that science. Ia 
the autumn Goethe returned home. He and Stilling vowed eaclii 
other an uninterrupted friendship at parting, Leose left the placs 
likewise, but Lentz remained. During the winter he gave % 
course of lectures on chemistry, made some more praeparata for 
the Anatomical theatre, reviewed several of the lectures, wbicl^ 
he had attended, and wrote his inaugural dissertation in Latin, 
without any assistance. He dedicated it by special permission to 
bis Serene Highness the £lect(»r of the Palatinate, his sovereign^ 
was exainined, and was malting preparations for his departure. 

But here money was again required ; he therefore wrote 
borne for some assistance. Mr. Fredonberg was startled. Du- 
ring dinner he put his children to the trial, whether they were 
willing once more to assist their brother-in-law. All were seat* 
ed round tlie table, when the father said : "Children, your broth- 
er-in-law stands yet in need of a large sum of money, would yoii 
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be wiliing to seiid him soine^ if you Imd any ?'' Their unanimous 
rejilj was: ^*Yes, should we even have to sell our own clothes.^' 
The parents were moved to tears at this declaration of their chil- 
dren^ and when Stilting heard it^ he Vowed them i)erpetual love 
and brotherly affection. In short, a di^ tras ^ent lo Strasbu rg, 
sufficient for the present purpose. 

Stilling^s inaugural disputation brought him much honor 
and applause. When Dr. Siieeiman* president of tiie Medical 
faculty gave him his license, he publicly declared^ that he had 
seldom granted license to any one with greater satisfaction to 
himself, than to the present candidate, who had advanced farther 
in a very short time, than many others do in five or six yeara. 

March the 24th 1772 Stilling having taken leave of his 
Strasbnrg friends, started for home. At Manhim'e he had the 
honor of delivering his inaugaral dissertatii^n to*flie Elector of 
the Palatinate. On that occasion he wks elected Secretary of 
the^ Manhime philosophical society. At Cologne he found Mr. 
Fi-edenberg waiting for him, and half way between that city and 
their town he met his brothers-in-law who had come out on 
horseback,and on the fifth of April he arrived in company of these 
friend.^ at Rasenhime. He found Christina in her room, with 
her face leaning on the table sobbing aloud. He pressed her 
to his bosom and asked her why she shed tears at the present 
joyous moment? "0,*' said she, **I weep, because I cannot 
thank God sufficiently for all his goodness.'* "You are right, 
my dear,'* replied Stilling, "but our whole life in time and eter- 
nity shall be a tribute of gratitude to him. Rejoice now^ that the 
Lord has helped us thus far !*' 

At the next faculty day at Strasburg, Stilling was created 
Drjctor of Medicine and received his Diploma from the hands of 
a notary, and thus his Academical course was finished. His re- 
hitives in the principality of Salen heard all this with joyous 
rapture, William Stilling wrote to him in his first letter toSho- 
nerithal these words : "It is enough. Joseph my son is yet alive, 
I will go and see him before I die." 
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Thee I approach — aj^proacK that being. 
The Being full of Majesty ! 
And in the dust before thee bowing, 
I offer up IB jr thanks to thee. 

Though dust*^! join angelic choirs^ 

In hymns of gratitude and praise^ 

To Seraph's state my soul aspires^ 

When Christ from death my dust shall raise, 

Tet words are weak-^0 may life's actions. 
Conformed to Christ's example here, 
The cross and tears, be satisfactions, 
Accepted by my Savior there* 
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HENRY STliiLilNO. 



FOURTH BOOK. 



^entfi IbtiUins aw iFatfier of a iFnttiUs. 



CHAPTER I. 

* May the 1st 177d Stilling and his wife Christina walked 
accompanied by Mr. Fredenberg from R&senhime to SbonenthaU 
and took possession of their house. I have spoken already of 
the picturesque situation of that city in the valley of the Wupper^ 
extending from East to West ; during the summer-season the 
▼alley is covered in its whole length of about six miles up to the 
boundaries of the county of Marky with linnen yarn, undergo- 
ing the process of bleeching, and the busy hum of an active 
and happy people continually strikes the ear. Stilling entered 
the throng and bustle of the city in the midst of illusive and 
imaginary hopes of happiness. Soon they entered the house^ 
which Dr. Dinckler and Troost had rented for them. It was 
built in a recess from the principal street on the banks of the 
Wupper^ the house-lot extended along the shore of the river ; 
the garden was small but neat, and afforded a charming prospect 
towards tlie mountains in the South. Their hired maid had gone 
thither a few days previous to their arrival, in onler to clean the 
house, and to arrange the small stock of furniture. After every 
thing had been viewed and criticised, Mr. Fredenberg took an 
affectionate leave of them and returned to Rasenhime. The young 
couple were now alone, viewing each other, while tears started 
into their eyes.«— The furniture in the house was very scant ; six 
wooden chairs, one table, a bed for themselves and one for the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



198 

1111*66 girlf and a couple of large dishes^ six earthen plates, a 
fvw silver s|HN)n8, a couple of eartiten pots and some other cook- 
ing utensilsy some linnen and tlie most necessary articles of cloth- 
ing formed the whole stoclc of furniture, which could be found 
in this large house. They divided these articles among the 
different apartments, but after all, it looked miserably emp- 
ty ; the third story was left without any furniture and remained 
in that state during their stay in that house. 

And now as to the cash— it amounted to five rix -dollars-* 
and tliat was all. — 

An unbfHinded confidence iit God's gi*actous providence was 
indeed necessary, to enable the young couple to sleep in peace 
during the first night oPtheir abode in Shonenthal ; but I can as- 
sure the reader, they rested well and slept soundly, without 
diiubting for one moment, that God would provide for thim. 
The next day he called «pon his neiglibora, with the view, to 
form aeqiiaintances, but Christina stayed at hone, deterioiiied^ 
to live as retired as decency would permit. He found a. fr^sA 
difference in the conduct of his fellow citizens and neiglibois 
from that, which he had formerly experienced ; his former rdigr- 
ous friends, who used to receive him as an angel of God, and wiio 
had always encouraged him and expressed their best wishes for his 
welfare, received him with coolness, or complimented him with 
a civil bow. Some attempted to eonvei<se with liim on religiofis 
subjects, but he declared in a friendly but permnptory m a nw c i v 
that be had been talking long enough of dirties, it was higb tone 
to practice them. Finding that ho attended nbne of their ineet- 
ings, th^ considered him at once as a reprobate, and took every 
opportunity to calumniate him, though in a conitisisei'ating tone. 
In short he was entirely forsaken by liis old friends,' neitli^ did 
they employ him as physician in their families. The multitude 
of rich merchants received liini with more civiltty. as a manv pas* 
scssed of no wealth, whom tliey wished to imtiress witli this iitta 
at his first appcai-aiice atn'>ng them, never to look tmr . 
assistanre from them ; that tliey were willing to i>ay him for his 
pf*ofos8iotial rails, but he must expert nothings else from tliMtt. 
In the midst t»f these dis<(mrag<Mn4*fits, h*^ still found pomms 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



199 

possessed of nohle f^ntinieiitBy refti frienctfl of men, whose rery 
cmmten^sicti bnee tfae stamp of benevolenoe* 

All tkese circum^anceR taken together filled ]m heart wMh 
mdancboly foreboding ; liitherto he had either foiiml his table 
aprcari, ckr hail been able to pay for Ins meals, and (lie world, 
wbtcli surrounded him, bad scarcely attracted his notice ; buf 
now he found himself tmnsferred into a large town.among apopn* 
iation of lich and avawcious merchants, into a worW, in which 
few couM harmonize, with him, and where learning and sciences 
were esteemed only as the handmaids of wealth. Stilling there* 
fera found himself overwhelmed with gnawing cares. 

Tbiistwo and even three days passed away,withoHt receivinga 
siB^.professbnal call ; and his live rix-dollars were almost gon^ 
.when on the nuM'ning of the fourth day a woman from DornfeW 
caflMB, and addressed him with tears in her eyes as follows : *'Doc- 
tor ! we have beard of you as being a very skilful pliysician, we 
haive:a great misfortune in otir house; we have applied to all 
the Pliysieiam} far and near, but none can help my child, I now 
GfiOM to you. Doctor ! O do help my child !'^ 

Good Heavens ! thought Stilling within himself; my first 
patient haabeen in tlie hands of all the experienced physicians, 
wimt shall I do, who have no experience at all ! However he 
asked her : MWhat is the matter with your child ?*' upon which 
the; woman told the story of her child's illness, and Dr. Stilling 
pnaniiBed to OMiie and see it. He walked the flcmr with great un« 
easiness»aasured that every possible remedy had been made use o^ 
the family being rich : what could he therefore do ! Ti*oubled in 
his mind at these thonglits, he took his hat and cane and started 
for DorBfeld. He found the child, as the mother had described 
it>; the eyes were closed, its respiration was easy, but the 
kit arm was continually swinging backwards and forwards, 
from the bi*east towards the right side. Having viewed the little 
saihrer, he ordered the woman to come to Slionenthal, after the 
lafKie of an hour; he would in the mean time reflect on the case and 
write a prescription for the child. On his way home, he consid^ 
eved, what he should do with some probability of saccess? At 
limgth it occurred to him, that Dr.Speelman in Strasburg had fr^ 
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quendy mentioned DippePa animal-oil as an elteeffant wmedf 
against convulsive fits, and he preferred tbts medicine in anjr 
other, because lie supposed, that none of the otiier physicians h^ 
tiiought o( it, as it was out of fashion. As soon as he came h omey 
be v^rote a recipe, of Which DippeFs oil formed the basis, the 
woman soon came and fetched it away. Two hours afterwards 
an expi*ess came from Dornfeld, calling' the Doctor to his pa- 
tient. On his arrival he found tlie child well and hearty, sitting 
up in the bed, and they told him, that it had scarcely taken one 
tea-spoonful of his medicine, when it opened its eyes, asked 
for something to eat, and the arm became as straight and quiet 
as the other. Stilling^s sensations on that occasion are indescri- 
bable. The house was filled with people, wishing to seethe 
miraculous cure, all viewed him as an angel sent from heaven, 
and the parents did not know how to expi'ess their Joy and gra- 
titude to Dr. Stilling, who tlianked God in his heart, but blushed 
at the praise he received, and of which he knew himself ^ unde-* 
serving: for the cure w^as merely accidental or rather provfdenftialr 
Whenever he thought of this cure and heard people pi*aise 'hi* 
skill, he could scarcely refrain fi*om laughing, conscious of hav« 
ing done very little himself; but prudence bade him be silent. 
Be now ordered a gentle cathartic, which completed the cureL 
His success in this case made a great noise, the blind, the lame, 
cripples of all descriptions and persons afflicted with all kinds «»f 
chronic disorders made application to him, but DippePs chI did not 
help all ; he had not discovered a specific for every disease ; the 
extraordinay run of business therefore gradually subsided, though 
the share of practice he retained, was sufficient to procure him 
at least the necessaries of life. His colleagues however began 
now to decry him as a quack. A rumor of this nature reacbred 
likewise the medical committee at Russelstine, consequently he 
was summoned to appear before said committee for examrnation, 
through which he passed, notwithstandingevery chicanery with so 
much honor, that he received the Diploma of a licensed physician 
at Sbonenthal. 

In the commencement of the summer Stilling bad issued pro- 
posals for a course of lectures on physiology for young siirgeona 
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••MMsra Dinkier and Troost likewise attended them, and front 
tiiat time to the present Stilling has lectured with very few hi* 
tero9tions ; for when he speaks in publicy he feels himself in hi:* 
element While . he is speaking, his ideas develope tliemselvcs 
so rapidlj, that he is frequently at a loss to express them^ his 
whole existence is exhilarated, and all is life and clearness* 

When Stilling had spent several weeks in this occupation, 
the hand of the Almighty fell suddenly and most heavily upon 
him. Christina relapsed into her former indisposition, spasmo-^ 
die affections of unintermitted duration for several hours drew her 
weak body so together, that the very sight excited pity, her fits 
were sometimes so severe as to throw her out pfbed,and her shrieks 
alarmed the neighborhood : in this situation she continued for 
several weeks, and the symptoms became daily more alarming* 
indicating a settled consumption* Stilling trembled, but took 
his refuge in God. though his strength failed him, and the fear 
of losing a wife whom he tenderly loved, became almost in- 
sapimrtable, when added to the gnawing cares proceeding from a 
want of support. He had no credit, all the necessaries of life 
were very high in this commercial city ; when he awoke in the 
morning, the question fell heavy upon his heart, how shall 
your wants be supplied this day ? for there was seldom 
money in the house sufficient for the support of his family 
for two successive days : and though his former experience, and 
the frequent probations of his faith were not forgotten, yet, 
when he observed, that many persons more pious than himself 
were suffering and struggling with poverty, hardly able to appease 
the cravings of hunger, his heart failed him. Nothing else could 
comfort him under these circumstances, but an unconditional 
surrender of himself into the hands of his heavenly Father, who 
would not suffer him to be tempted above measure. 

Another circumstance augmented his difficulties. It was a 
principle with him, that every christian, especially a physician, 
ought to be benevolent, without inquiry into his ability, relying 
wholly in faith on the assistance of Qod. Actuated by this prin- 
ciple, he frequently paid the Apothecary^bills of the poor out of 
his own pocket, and thus incurred debts, which afterwai'ds caused 

Cc 
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him a great deal of trouble and uneasiness. I dare not say^ tti&t 
the desire of being benevolent alone directed his actibnsr in ^ch 
cases ; I am rather of opinion^ that to a cei*tain extent careless- 

' ness and a disregard of money was intermingled with it, a weak 
side of Stilling's character, with which he was not yet acquaint- 
ed, but which many severe sufferings sufficiently brought to light. 

' It is not to be wondered at, that he obtained in this manner a 

' great number of patients,^though his income remained 'insufficient* 
Christinla likewise was deeply affected by this circumstance, fop 
she was of a saving disposition, and could not comprehend, how 
it was possible that so extensive a practice should yield sa tri- 
fling an income; for Stilling never informed her of his generosi- 
ty to the poor, because he feared her reproaches, and believed, 
that God would bless him for his acts of benevolence in some 
other way. In consequence of these anxious cares, Christina 
became worse every day ; and Stilling scarcely entertained a 
glimpse of hope for her recovery. One forenoon as he ^i^as sit- 
ting by her bedside, the pulse suddenly intermitted, she stretch- 
ed her arms towards him, exclaiming : ^^Farewell— ^my dear 
— OLord ! have mercy upon me — I am dying." The agonies of 
death appeared to have settled in her face, her breath was gone 
and Stilling stood like a criminal before the executioner. After 
he had regained his presence of mind, he bowed down and kiss- 
ed her, and spoke a few words of comfort to her ; but she gave 
no signs of life ; he was on the point of calling the neigh- 
bors in, when she suddenly recovered, and felt easier than she 
had previous to the last paroxysm. He had not yet sufficient 
practical experience in this kind of diseases, otherwise he might 
have saved himself many a bitter hour of anguish and terror. 

* Christina did not die, but remained dangerously ill, atid the 
frightful paroxysms returned from time to time, which embit- 
tered his life, and daily became the source of new tortures to him 
and his beloved wife. During this time of trial an express 
arrived from a place fifteen miles distant from Shbnenthal^ 
calling him to a person of distinction, who had be^n attack- 
ed by a severe illness. Difficult as it was, to leave his own 
wife in imminent danger, yet the duties of his office caH- 
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c4 hi^ aivay, and he thertfore sent wordj, that he would, 
cooie the next day. In the evening Christina had another se- 
vere paroxysm, she lost all recollection for some time, and the 
cramp drew her quite together. The cup of misery was now ap- 
p^ntly full, he ran to the next neighbors for help : men and 
wxNOien came to assist the poor sufferer, who gradually became 
somewhat easier, but continued to lie in a kind of stupor with- 
out recollection for som^ time. The next morning he was oblig- 
ed to leave her in this situation, and hasten to his patient, the 
render may imagine, with what heart-rending feelings he per- 
formed this act of duty. On his return in the evening he 
fqund her still inthesituation,in which he had left her in the morn- 
ii|g ; and she did not recover her recollection till the next day. 
After some time she was restored to her usual health., and he 
fQUa4» that all these paroxysms had occurred in consequence of 
hr pc^^ancy. In the autumn she suffered again much with an 
ulcerate^ breast ^with this single exception, she was uncommon- 
ly., well a^d heaitty during her pregnancy. 



CHAPTER II. 

The commencepnent of Stilling's domestic life was in every 
respect thorny apd ti*oublesome. There was nothing agreeable 
is his situation, except that his wife loved him tenderly, which 
circumstance lessened his grief, and often lightened his burden, 
^Ht.Uii^very love of his wife caused him some times bitter hours; 
I^cause it now and then degenerated into jealousy, though after 
the. first years of their marriage she learnt to suppress this 
WQs^kness. 

. His situation was not unlike that of a pilgrim, traveling by 
night through a forest filled with robbers and beasts of prey; 
whose noise and bowlings he hears with terror on every side. 
IJe was tortured by never ceasing cares for his subsistence, 
foet with indifferent success in his professional calling ; was un- 
popular with the public among whom he lived ; and no one en- 
couraged him; and those who knew him and his situation, either 
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di .s{)ised tiim, or were indifferent towards him. Whenhecatnu 
to IJasenliime, he durst not say a word about his troubles, be- 
cause Mr.Fredenberg had become resiwnslble for the dfebts he had 
tentracted during his studies, and he did not wish to create un- 
easy feelings in liis father-in Jaw, neither durdt he complain to 
Christina, whose weakly frame of body would not have been able 
to boar it ; he was therefore under the necessity of encouraging 
hrr, and of representing their situation as favorable as possible. 
In regard to his professional business he found himself in arery 
rrUiral situation: as long as he practiced among the lower classeSf 
liis success was surprising, but whenever he was called to patients 
in the liigher walks of life, whose cases, if successful would have 
iiltrarted the notice of the world, he had no success ; therefore the 
riirfc of his practice ^%as generally limited to the poorer classes of 
8fM'iety. This apparently singular circumstance admits of a very 
easy explanation. Stilling's mind was all system, and everything 
njiist be done according to rule and order, his conscience woaU 
II it permit him the use of that kind of charlatanry, which aprac-* 
tl< al pliysician must use, if he wishes to be successful, and to 
nr.ike money in the world. Therefore, whenever he was called 
to a patient, he es^amined his circumstances, made his plan ac-* 
ronliiigly and followed it perseveringly. If his plan failed^ he 
was defeated, without being able to rally again. His method was 
most successful with robust constitutions, but when high life^ 
\^ eak nerves, a disordered sensibility and imagination o[qKiflfed 
hini. he found himself not at home« 

All these circumstances taken together, produced a strong 
dis!ik«Mn his mind towards his profession, and nothing but the 
itlea of being destined to this calling, and that God would still 
make him happy in its pursuit kept his hopes alive fop renewed 
ex^Mtions of activity. Filled with this idea, he formed the gl* 
g lilt ic resolution during the first summer of his professional prac* 
tire, to study until he should have brought the medical system 
ti) a Matliematical certainty. While he was laboring to reach 
this acme of Iiis wishes, he made many valuable discoveries, but 
t!ie farilur he proceeded, the more he found, that his profession 
was not calculated to render him happy> for he beeaioe eonvin* 
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eedt that a physician can at most do Httle in reality : this Irs* 
■ened his bopes* and darkened his future pnispects : he felt like 
a pilgrim overtaken by an impenetrable mist in unknown and 
dtmgerous roadsy unable to see his path a few Hte{)s before him* 
Be therefore cast himself without reserve int<* the paternal arms 
of €rod« hoping, where there was no b<»iiC9 and continued his way 
oppressed by many heavy burdens. 

Towards the autumn of 177^ the Messrs, Yolkrafty two bro- 
thers, men of excellent chai*acter came from Russelstine to 
Bhonenthal. The elder of them was counsellor of the exche- 
quer, and had some court business to transact at Shonen* 
thai, which detained him several weeks ; his brother, a well 
known poet and likewise a man of an excellent heart, accompa* 
■led him to a place in which he had no acquaintance, ex- 
cept Dr. Dinkier, who gave the two Volkrafts so advantage- 
Mis a description of Stilling, that they wished an introduction to 
Um. Having become acquainted with their wishes, he went 
one evening to their lodgings; the counsellor entered Into an in- 
teresting conversation with him, and was so much pleased, that 
be embraced and assured him of his friendship ; his brother did 
the same, both understood him, and their hearts became united 
from that time. Though he did not discover his alarming situa- 
tion to them, still his grief found some alleviation in conversation 
with men of such noble characters, who understood him, and 
were communicative. The reader may perhaps wonder, why be 
did not improve this opportunity to open his heart to thene 
friends in regard to his distressed situation ; however if he re- 
flects, that Stilling had been accustomed from his youth to look 
l^on officers of government as beings of a higher order, his re« 
laetance will not appear so strange, though persons of the com- 
feHm cast wUl unhesitatingly ascribe this reluctance to ignor- 
ttiee and the humiliating circumstances of his low birth. 

Frederick Volkraft, the privy counsellor, asked him at the 
irst visit, if he had published any thing? Upon his affirmation 
indon showing tliem the manuscript of his own life,thcy desired 
him to read it Both, the style and the declamation, pleased 
ttttmsomucb^that tiiey applauded liim i-epcatedly and encoui*aged 
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him to continiie his publicatiaiiB) and €!ipre8sed:a {iwrticidar de^ , 
sire,that he should contribute something to the Mercury, a Periodi- 
cal, which had been commenced a year or twt^ before this time. 
He assented to their proposition, and immediately wrote ^sa 
J>/Utha9 an oriental tale, which was published in the first i^uiober 
of the third and finished in the first number of the fourth volume 
of the Mercury, and was generally well received. 

Volkraft's acquaintance was of great advantage to him— in 
him he had a friend at Ruaselstine, with whofn he frequently 
exchanged letters, and when he came to that place, he always 
found a welcome reception at his house. No material change, 
took place in Stilling^s situation during the year 1772, and when 
at its close he drew the balance of his accounts, found, that 
this year had added two hundred rix-dollars to bis debts. 

January the 5th, 1773, Christina was safely delivered of a . 
daughter, and though every thing went better, than they had 
expected, still her weakly constitution threw b^r again into con- 
vulsive fits, in which she suffered exceedingly. 

One Saturday, in the succeeding spring, after he had been 
all day riding about, visiting his patients, and was mounting his 
horse before the tavern-door of a village, a young, well-look- 
ing, but blind and poor woman, was led across the street, in- 
quiring after the doctor. 

<*What do you want, good woman ?" said Stilling. 

^*0 doctor, please look at my eyes, I have been blind for, 
several years. I have two children, whom I have never seen ; 
my husband earns his living as a day-laborer ; formerly I aasist- 
*ed him in making our livelihood by spinning, but now I can do 
it no longer ; my poor husband ij$ indeed very steady at his 
work, but he alone cannot sugport.us, and therefore we arc very,^ 
very |K)or — please to look, whetlier you can help mc !'* 

Stilling looked at her eyes, and found she had a cataract. 
He told her so, and likewise gave it as h\s opinion,that she niigiit 
be cured, if a skilful pliysician should undertake the open^tion. 

**Do you |)erform no o[)erations on the eye, doctor ?'* 

**l have learnt it,^' said Stilling, «*but have never made the 
attempt in any living person." 
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**0 then T beseech you, try it on me !^* 

"No, gooa woman, I cannot do it— I am too much afraid of 
being ansuccessful, and in that case, you would have to remain 
irremediably blind all the days of your life ; no doctor could help 
you afterwards.*' 

"Burt if I will venture it? — 1 am blind now, and cannot get 
worse — may be, God will accompany your operation with a 
blessing : O do perform it, doctor !** 

At these words a tremor ran through his very bones ; he 
thought he could not undertake such operations ; he therefore 
' mounted his horse and said : -■ "Good woman, leave me in peace ; 
I cannot — I cannot do it." 

"Doctor, you must — it Is your duty — God has called you, 
to give assistance to the distressed and afflicted, whenever yon 
have an opportunity; you have said yourself, that you have 
learnt to perform such operations ; Pll be the first — I'll yenttii'e 
it — and I shall be your accuser on the day of judgment, unless 
you make the attempt^^ 

These words of the woman entered like so many darts into 
the heart of Stilling; he felt, she had reasoned cori-ectly, 
but at the same time his fear of being unsuccessful, and his anti- 
pathy against such operations were almost unconquerable. He 
' therefore made no reply, but rode away in silence. On liis way 
home, he reflected, what lie ought to do in the present case, but 
the result of all his deliberations with himself was, not to 
operate. 

The poor woman went in the mean time to her minister — 
and why should I not name that noble man* — ^this chosen one 
among thousands — the pious Theodore Miller ? — He was the fa- 
ther and counsellor of all the membeins of his congregation ; a pru- 
dent, tender-hearted and active servant of Christ ; in short, he 
was a disciple of Jesus in the fullest sense of the word. His 
master called him early from his work, no doubt, in order, to 
set him over many things. Lavater sung his death — the poor 
wept at his grave, and the rich mourned atter him. Sacred 
be to me thy memory — thy body rests a seed sown for the day 
of rctsurection!' 
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The poor blind woman infofttied this nobk man of her dis- 
tressed situation^ and at the same time became the accuser of 
Doctor Stillini;. Miller wrote him a very pressing letter on this 
subject) in which he represented to him all the blessed conse- 
quences of tliis o|)eration on the one band^in case of success } and 
on the othert how inconsiderable the injury would be to him» in 
rase of a failure. With this letter Stilling ran in his distress to 
Dr. Dinkier and Troosty who advised him, by all means to per- 
form the operation^ and Dinkier promised to assist hinSf which 
encouraged him in so far, that lie resolved to undertake it 

He wrote in consequence to Mr. Miller, that he would 
operate the woman on a certain day, assisted by Dr. Dinkier* 
At the appointed time, the two Doctora came to Mr. Miller's 
house ; the woman was called, and a surgeon appointed to hold 
her head. 

After the necessary preparations had been made, and the 
woman was seated. Stilling took a seat in front of her, seized 
the instrument, and pressed it at the pro|ier place into tl^e eye* 
But when the woman, as was naturally to be expected, gave a 
sudden start. Stilling being frightened, likewise drew the instru- 
ment back with his hand, hence the aqueous humor escaping 
through the wound, flowed down her cheeks, and the front part 
of the eye shrunk together. He then took the ci-ooked scissors^ 
introduced one leg into the wound, and cut the half-circle 
as usual, but on examination found, that he had also cut the Iris. 
He was frightened $ but what was to be done 2 he gave a heavy 
sigh, and was silent. In that moment, the crystaline lens fell 
through the wound down her cheeks, and the woman exclaimed 
in the highest ccstacy of joy : **0 Doctor, I see your face, I see 
the black in your eye V* 

AH who wei*e present, rejoiced in triumph. In shoi*t, be 
effected the cure ; she saw very well with that eye, and a 
few weeks afterwards, he likewise qierated the other with the 
left hand, and, because his first success had given him courage, 
every thing was done in proper order^ and the woman regained 
her sight in both eyes* 

The fame of this sucsessful operation procured hifli 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



209 

a great number of similar patients^ with most of whom he 
was successful. Yet, singular as it may appear^ still it is a fact, 
that notwithstanding the number of these operations, his 
circumstances were not much benefited by them, for 
the greater part of his patients were poor, whom he therefore 
served gratis — only a few were able to pay him. Some of his 
enemies took even an occasion from these operations, to vilify 
him, and to rank him with mountebanks and quacks. — 
^'Wait only,'* they said, "we shall soon see him travel from city 
to city, and from fair to fair !" 

In the month of September,the wife of one of the most wealthy 
merchants in Slionenthal, was brought to bed for the first time. 
The case was a very difficult one ; two days and two nights had 
passed on, without the least hope. Dr. Dinkler,the family-physi- 
cian, proposed Stilling for his assistant, and was accepted. 
He arrived about six o'clock in the evening. Having made the 
necessary inquiries, he found, that there was no other way, but 
to open the fontanel of the cranium of tHfe child. Desirous how- 
ever of convincing himself of the fact, that the child was dead, 
he waited till nine o'clock, when he performed the necessary 
operation. The woman was soon delivered, and in a^horttime 
restored to her former health. I cannot describe, what anguish 
and pity he always felt on such occasions, and how many tears 
he shed ; but he knew it was his duty to go when called ; he 
therefoi'e always trembled, whenever any person knocked at 
his door during the night ; and this dread has been so deep- 
ly impressed on his nervous system, that to this day he starts 
up with fear, whenever a knock is heard at his door during the 
night, though he is convinced, that he will not be called for any 
such purpose. 

The above mentioned cure made a strong and favorable 
impression on the public — he met every where vsmiiing faces and 
a friendly reception, and his practice increased. But his joy 
was not of long duration — for about three weeks after the cure, 
he received a summons from the medical committee at RusseU 
stine, ordering him to abstain for the present from acting as a 
accoucheur, and to appear on a certain day before the com- 
mittee for examination. 
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This was quite uncxpectciK and even incomprehensible t» 
hini; until he learnt, that a certain person had sent an onfavor- 
able account of the cure to the above mentioned committee. At 
the appointed time, he went to Russelstine, and lodged with hfs 
friend Volkraft, From him, his noble-minded lady and liis 
brothers and sisters, he received many proofs of a disinterested 
friendship. But he needed such comfort in his distressed cir- 
cumstances. He soon called on one of the members of the com- 
mittee, who said in a sarcastic tone to him : *«I learn» you can 
likewise deprive people of their sight, sir?** 

•*No sir,** replied Stilling, "but I have performed some 
operations with considerable success.** 

<*That is not so,** resumed the counsellor, "you do not speak 
the truth.** 

"I do speak the truth,'* answered Stilling, *<I can prore 
it by uncontrovertible testimony. But I am aware of thfc regard, 
which I owe you as one of my superiors, or else I should answer 
you in the same style, in which you ask me» A graduated per- 
son, who endeavors to do his duty in every respect, is deserving 
of some iTgard even from his superiors.** 

"Do you call it doing your duty,** said the other with a 
loud laugh, "when you kill children ?** 

Stilling was nigh fainting, he turned pale, approached the 
counsellor with boldness, and said : **Sir — do not say this a se- 
cond time T*— But in that moment he was so ovei*come by the 
knowledge of his dependence on this man, that he sunk back 
on a chair and sobbed aloud, which however exposed him 
only to fresh insults ; he therefore arose and went away. 

During the examination, the most intricate and ensnaring 
questions were put to him, yet he was able to answer them all ; 
but in the practical part, he was ordered, to draw a puppet 
from an artificial machine, which he could not effect, because It 
was held fast on the other side of the curtain. He mentioned 
the circumstance, but was lauglied at. It w^as therefore decreed, 
that he had pasesd tolerably well through the theoretical part of the 
examination, but had completely failed in the practical ; he should 
therefore abstain from the practice of accoucheur, exce|it in 
cases of extreme necessity. 
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Notwitlistanding the unpleasant feelings, wliicb so unjust a 
decree excited, he could not avoid laughing aloud, that as an 
unskilful man,he was forbidden to practice except in cases of ex- 
treme necessity. With respect Jto the case in question, the Judg- 
ment of the court was, that he was guilty of the death of ttie 
childybut that the punishin^t for the crime should be remitted. — 
Great favor, indeecU for the poor Doctor, to be permitted to 
murder with impunity ! — ^Not being satisfied with the judgment 
of the committee, he went the same afternoon to Duisburg, in 
order to lay his case before the medical faculty of that universi- 
ty, over which the venerable Dr. Lidefrost presided. This fa- 
culty pronounced him not guilty, and reversed the decree of the 
court in such terms, which completely restored his injured honor. 

The husband of the lady, whom he had delivered, published 
the response of the medical faculty at the town-house of Shonen- 
thal. Notwithstanding all this, the real value of the cure lost 
muph in tlie eye of the public, and it afforded his enemies a pre* 
tense for evil speaking. 

The fame of his successful operations on the eyes spread in 
the mean time far and wide; a certain friend inserted an adver- 
tisement respecting them in the Frankfort Gazette. This ad- 
vertisement came to the ears of Dr. Sorber, an eminent lawyer 
and professor of law at the university of Marburg, who was blind, 
and in consequence resolved, to undertake the journey from 
Marburg to Sbonenthal, and subject himself to an operation. 
He arrived at the latter place in the month of April, 1774, ac- 
companied by his lady and two daughters. Stilling was success- 
ful, both in tlie operation and the cure ; the patient recovered 
his sight, and was enabled again to perform the duties of his 
otfice as pi*ofessor at law. During this time, Christina was a 
second time delivered, and Stilling became the father of a 
son. 

For some time he had entertained an ardent desire of seeing 
his father again, a satisfaction, he had not enjoyed for several 
years ; for he had not convened w^ith him since he had graduat- 
ed, and Christina had never yet seen him. Frequent invita- 
tions had been sent to the good man, who had as frequently pro- 
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mised to come | but circuihstances had hitherto prevented him 
fi*oin fulfilling it« At length Stilling pi'oposeil, to meet 
his father on a certain day half way at Meinerzhagea, and t» 
take him thence to Sbonenthal. This offer was accepted. Fa- 
ther Stilling and his son met according to appointment at a 
tavern in the village of Meinerzhagen. It would be a vain at- 
temptyto describe their feelings,when they embraced each other^ 
Father Stilling gave vent in broken accents to his joy» that his 
and Dorothy's son had arrived at the goal of his destination ; 
he wept and laughed alternately, and Henry cai'efully avoided 
to make his father acquainted with his trials and sufferings^ his 
narrow circumstances, and all the other difficulties, wiiii whicK 
he had to struggle,a discovery of which, he was well awar^y would 
have completely marred the paternal joy. 

The exertion he used in suppressing his grief before bis 
father, created a i^eaction in his mind ; his sorrows almost over- 
whelmed him ; he not only knew himself far less happy, than his 
father supposed him to be, but despaired of ever becoming so. 
For he still thought himself destined by Providence, to be a 
pliysician, and that he therefore ought to abide in that caUing* 
notwithstanding he began to dislike it, because he found onths 
one hand, that the profession stood on a slender foundation as a 
science, and on the other, that it did not maintain him and his 
family — much less would enable him, to make any provisioD for 
his children. 

The next morning he gave the horse to his father, while bo 
accompanied him on foot, passing the time away in pleasant ai^ 
soul-revivitig conversation. They reached Rasenhirae that day, 
and William Stilling was introduced to Christina's relatives^ 
and kindly received by them. He shook each one by the hand, 
and his honest characteristic face excited universal respect— 
The next morning tiie father left Fredenberg^s family os 
foot, in company of one of Christina^s brothers, while the Doctor 
remained, to give free vent to his feelings in the bosom of Mr. 
Fredenberg's family, which being done, he hastened on horse- 
back after his father. He had never before made tlie shwi 
distance between Rasenhime and Shoncnthal with equal sati^facr 
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timi, and fttttter Stilling likewise rejoiced in his Grtd. When lie 
eatered the hoiisey Christina Imstened dcmn ^airs, to meet and 
embrace the honest man — ^tears were slied on all sides ; but such 
scenes must be witnessed by an eye gifted with the proper organs 
4ir sensattfinf in order fully to relish them. William returned, 
after having spent a week with his children, and his son saw 
hlfii safe as far as Meinerzhagen. 

A few weeks afterwards the D{>ctor was early one morning 
eatied to a public house, where, he was told, a stranger wished 
to see and consult him. He dressed in haste, and went to the 
place assigned. Being introduced into the bed>room of the 
stranger, he found the patients head and neck carefully wrapt 
up. On his approach the stranger held out his hand and said 
with a weak and hollow voice : *<0 Doctor, feel my pulse, I ara 
very nmch reduced and a very sick man.'^ He felt his pulse and 
tMmd it beating as regular and sound as that of a healthy man. 
He mentioned this, and immediately Go&the rushed out of the bed 
aifid embraced him. Stilling was rejoiced to see his Strasburg 
friend, and invited him immediately to his house. While Chris- 
tiiia was preparing for dinner, he took his friend to a hill before 
the city, that he might thence enjoy the beautiful prospect over 
the city and valley. At that time the two Yolkrafts were again 
at Shonenthal ; in their company was a celebrated author, with 
whom Stilling however could not harmonize on account of his 
anti-religious principles, and therefore he had visited his two 
friends less frequently, than he otherwise would have done. We 
flhaH call thy gentleman JuvenaL While Stilling was taking his 
walk with €kethe« one of the Yolkrafts came on horseback to 
StUling's door, and ordered the maid to tell tlie Doctor, that he 
was on the point of starting for Russelstine, having heard, that 
G<ethe bad arrived there. At their return froin the walk the maid 
told her story, and both were sorry, that this error had been 
oonlmttted, however it was too late U) recall Mr. Volkraft. 

GoBthe and Lavater were then on a journey to the baths of 
Ems and to Muhlhime on the Rliine, at which latter place G(e» 
the bad left Lavater, in order to pay a visit to his frieml Stil- 
ling, promissing to return to Muhlhime on a certain day* But 
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during his absence, Lavater resolves, to go likewise to Bbonen- 
thal, without informing Go&the of his intention, who had startsd 
iittinediately after dinner on horseback in the company of 
Juvenal to Russelstine, to see Yolkraft. 

Hardly wei*e they gone, when Lavater,acconipanied by Vol- 
kraft, Hasencamp and Dr. Collenbush came down the street 
in a close carriage. Stilling no sooner heard it, than he mount- 
ed his horse in pursuit of GcBthc and Juvenal with a view to 
bring them back. Lavater and his companion had meanwhile 
taken lodgings at the house of a well-known merchant, a sincere 
lover of the religion of Jesus. Stilling, Gcetbe and Jnvenal has- 
tened thither likewise, and hardly ever bad a company more 
diversified in sentiment been seated round one hospitable board, 
loaded according to Shonenthal fashion with all kinds of viands 
and delicacies. Having spent about an hour in this agreeable 
company, Lavater, Hasencamp* Collenbtisl^, Stilling and a young 
merchant went together up the valley, to pay Theodore Miller 
an evening visit. This walk will always be held in sacred I'emem- 
brance by Stilling, as it procured him a more intimate acquain-^ 
tance withLavater. During tlioir absence Goethe and Juvenal had 
gone to Russelstine. Lavater came next morning accompanied by 
his painter, to take Stilling^s likeness for his physiognomy, and 
then he likewise departed. Though this remarkable visit produced 
no immediate alteraticm in his circumstances,it undeniably laid the 
foundation for several important changes in his life. Before bis 
depai-ture Goethe obtained from Stilling the manuscript of the 
fii-st book of his life, with a view, to read it at his^eisure, wo 
shall see in the sequel how Providence turned this apparently itt* 
significant ciicumstance in his favor^ 



CHATER IIL 

In tlie autumn of 1774 a Shonenthal mercJiant introduced an 
acquaintance of his, a Mr. Bouck from Sonneburg in Saxony, 
who bad unfortunately become blind, to Stilling with the hope, 
thai he would be able to restore his sight. The Doctor ex- 
amined his eyes, aud found, that the pupils were dilated, but 
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stiil somewhat moyeablcy the commencement of a cataract was 
perceptible, but the patient was too blind, for the cataract alone 
to have caused it, and the Doctor therefore concluded, that an 
amaui*oRi8 was cominj^ on and was the principal cause of his com- 
plaint, and he expressed this opinion to the patient and his o^n 
friends ; but as all of them, notwithstanding, advised him to un- 
undertakethe operati(m5 and said, it was his duty to perform it, so 
that no means might be omitted, and if the patient, as he thoughtf 
was incurable, he would lose nothing, provided the operation 
should prove unsuccessful. Thus he was prevailed upon, to make 
the attempt, especially, because the patient was anxious to havo 
it performed. This was however an inconsiderate step, and he 
found reason enough to repent it He failed completely in the 
cure, and the patient's eyes became uncommonly disfigured by 
soreness and inflammation. Besides this, Mr. Bouck heard, that 
Stilling was poor, and therefore supposed, he had undertaken the 
operation merely with the hope of a large fee. The merchant 
who had introduced him to the Doctor, his landlord and particu- 
lar friend, attempted to remove these prejudices from the mind 
of Mr. Bouck ; but other persons less favorably disposed to- 
wards the Doctor, visited the patient likewise, and augmented his 
suspicions, so that he left Shonenthal with much ill will towards 
him and doubts of his ability, and returned to Frankfort^ 
to consult the most emin^mt physicians of that city. 

About this time a Patrician of Frankfort, von Leesner, a man 
of an excellent character, who had been blind for some years, 
heard how successful Stilling had been In the case of professor 
Sorber ; he therefore wrote to the latter for further informatioUf 
which being obtained in a very satisfactory manner, he con- 
sulted the most celebrated physicians of the city about his case, 
and as all agreed in the opinion* that the cause of his blindness 
was a curable cataract, lie commissioned his family-physician. 
Dr. Hoffman, to write to Stilling on the subject, and endeavor to 
prevail with him, to come to Frankfoii:, because Mr. Leesner, 
as an aged and infirm man, could not venture to undertake the 
journey, promising, to pay him one thousand guilders, whether 
a cure was effected or not. 
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Tkis oflfer was tempting. Christina, Fredenbcrg's famHy, 
tad all Ws other frieiuls, advi»e«t him, not to «iifrer this oppor- 
tamity of chMiging his circumstances for the better, to pass 
away uninproved. Theodore Miller alone did not like it ; he 
observed : "My friend, you will repent of it, and you will pay 
dear for these one thousand guilders ; do not go, Mr. Lcesner 
hastingte and money enough; he will come, when he sees, 
ifon won*t" 

But this advice was disregarded. Stilling's old fault, to 
play the truant in the school of Providence, prevailed here like- 
wine, and he promised Leesner to come. He believed, that the 
end of his sufferings was approaching ; the sum of one thousand 
guilders would enable him, to pay his most urging debts, and 
he hoped, that a successful cure of Mr. Leesner would doubtless 
inrooure him a rich and extei^sive practice. Mr. Bouck, who 
was still at Frankfort, endeavored meanwhile, to dissuade Mr. 
haeisumr {mm employing Stilling, whom he described as a needy 
and unskilful adventurer. Leesner however remained firm, and 
unsolved to attempt the cure. 

^y/^Qiihe, who was then in Frankfort on a visit to his parents, 
was greatly rejoiced at the prospect of seeing his friend Stilling 
there ; he invited him to make his parent's table his own during 
bia stayf hired a room for him near by, and published the ex- 
pected arrival of Dr. Stilling in the newspapers, in order to give 
9jBL oppoitanity for other sufferers, to make application for 
cgieratioas*^ And thus the business was resolved upon and re- 
gulatodj/ 

In the first week of January 1775 Stilling started for Frank- 
fort OB horseback, accompanied by a guide. It was a stormy 
afternoon, he CArae as &r as^ Waldstadt, where he stayed all night 
Tiie next day it seemed as if a deluge was pouring down upon 
the eartii, and every brook and river was prodigiously swelled. 
Stilling was more than once in the most iminent danger of losing 
his life,yet he continued his journey as far as Meinerzhagen,where 
he spent the »ight. The next morning the*sky was tolerably clear, 
la^ge ctouds were flying over hisr head, and only now and then 
the sun shot an enlivening ray into his face. All nature was 
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hMhed in silence^ trees and shrubs were leafless^ the fields and 
meadows were clad in the somhre dress of winter, the brooks were 
rushing down in torrents^ a strong westwind was blowing and not 
a single bit*d enlivened the scene. Towards noon he arrived at 
a taverny situated in a beautiful and extensive valley. Riding 
down the hill^ he perceived with alarm, that the brook had over- 
flowed almost the whole valley; had it not been for the tops of 
boshes here and there visible above the surface of the water, he 
would have imagined himself on the banks of the Rhine. His un- 
easiness and anxiety increased, when he reflected, that he bad 
promised to write to Cliristina from Linedorf, and he' feared 
dangerous consequences, shotild she not receive the promised 
ktter. In this dilemma he observed, that the fence along the 
road to the bridge reached about one foot above the surface of 
the water, he therefore resolved, to take tlie guide behintl him oW 
his horse, and endeavor in this way to gain the bridge. At the 
tavern he found many carters, waiting for the fall of the water, 
all of whom advised him not to venture across, but he was deter- 
mined to proceed : he took the guide on the horse, started in and 
reached the other side without any accident. A few hours after- 
terwards he arrived on an elevated spot, whence he could over- 
look the mountains and fields of his native country. Yonder he 
saw the Kindelsberg before him and at its foot the smoke was 
rising from the chimneys of Lichthausen ; he soon discovered 
amongst them his uncle John's house, an indescribable feeling 
took possession of his heart, while the scenes of his youth were 
passing through his mind, that time appeared to have been hii^ 
golden era. 

He made his first stop at the house of a son-in-law of John 
Stilling and was received by his cousin and her husband with the 
warmest friendship ; thence he went with trembling joy and a 
throbbing heart to his uncle. The news of his arrival had mean- 
while spread through the village ; the windows were filled with 
people, and as he entered his uncle's house, father William and his 
uncle met him, whom he embraced with tears, the two aged men 
likewise wept for joy. "Blessings from the father of mei^cies 
upon you, my dear nephew," was the address of the noble heart- 

Ee 
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eil J(»lin StiUiiig, *<imt' satisfaction is exceedingly grevkf to see 
you at the goal of all your wislieB» with lionor to yourself you 
havo attained your glory, you havo excelled us all« you are tlus 
pride of our family/* Stilling merely replied : <^lt is alto- 
gether God's worky he alone has effected it :*' and gladly woold 
he have added : I am not happy» I am on the brink of ruin, but 
he kept his sorrows in his own breast and entered the room. 
Ilei*e he found all the chairs and benches filled with inhabitants 
from the village^ who had been acquainted with him when a boy. 
On his entering all uncovered their heads, a perfect silence 
reigned throughout, and the eyes of all Were respectfully direct- 
ed towards him. He looked about, and addressed them in bro- 
ken accents : ^^Welcome, welcome^ dear friends and neighbors, 
may God bless each one of you. — Cover your heads, or else I 
must leave the house immediately ; that I am, what I am ia the 
work of God, to him be given all glory !" At these words a joyful 
murmuring was heard throughout the house : father, uncle and 
the Doctor took their seats among the people, whose eyes were 
fixed upon his actions, and whose ears upon his words. It would 
be impossible to describe the sensation of joy which on this oc- 
casion filled the hearts of the two sons of £berhard Stilling. 
The next morning he started with his father and uncle for Line- 
dorf. John had loaned his brother his own saddle-horse, while 
he >^alkcd by his side; before the village they met several 
groups of young men from Linedorf; as bis former friends and 
scholars thy had come out three miles to meet him, they surroun- 
ded his horse, and conducted him into the village, whose inhabi- 
tants had left their houses, and were awaiting his arrival in 
the meadow near the brook. Their loud acclamations of wel* 
come reached StiiJing's ears, when yet at a considerable distance; 
deeply affected with these tokens of good will he entered the vil- 
lage on horseback by the side of his father, at whose house he was 
received by his step-mother and sisters : the latter embraced him 
with tears of joy. A great body of people came in the Iwuse, 
his aunts from Tiefenbach with their children likewise made 
their appearance, all was noise and bustle, and no sleep came in- 
to his eyes during the first night of his stay under the parental 
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wmf. Ha? iflg Aufficiently gratified the curiosity of his former 
friends and neighbors he hastened avray under the repeated fare- 
wdl exclamations of more than one hiindi*ed persons, but had 
scarcely reached the oi>en fields, when his guide informed iiim» 
that his father was coming ; he tlierefore returned, the old gen- 
tleman took his son's hand in both his and said : ^*l have not yet 
taken leave of you, my son ! may the Almighty Father bless 
ymi !'* When he was again left to himself, — for his guide liad ta- 
ken a cross -path-— he gave vent to his sensations in a flood of 
tears* The expressions of kindness and good will, which he had 
received from his friends, relatives and countrymen had indeed 
been pleasing to him, but it was painful to his feelings, to know, 
that all this wonder and applause had nothing but a false appear- 
ance for its foundation. I am not happy, I am not the man, they 
take me to be, I am no great physician, f am seldom successful 
in the cure of my patients, and wlienever I am, it occurs by mere 
accident ! I am one of the most unskiHed in my profession ! and 
what am I then ?— A physician, regularly graduated at the uni- 
versity. — Well ! that is not much ! I am no great light, which 
shines far and wide, I do tiot deserve to meet with such a recep- 
tion as I have ! — Such and the like were his meditations till he 
came in sight to the town of Salen. 

Here he merely stopt to dine, and continued his journey &s 
far as Dillenburg, where he arrived late in the evening and 
lodged with his cousin the second son of John Stilling, the over- 
seer of the mines in that neighborhood. He and hi cousin were of 
the same age, and had always been bosom-friends, the reader may 
therefore justly conclude, that his reception was kind and affec- 
tionate. After one day of rest he continued his journey by way 
of Herborn, Wezlar,Buzbach and Fricdberg to Frankfort ; where 
he arrived in tlie evening, and was received with friendship and 
hospitality in the parental house of his friend Goethe. The next 
morning he visited Mr. Leesner. He found in him an aged man 
of a highly respectable character, of pleasing manners, and of 
enlightened religious views : the state of his eyes was suit- 
able for an operation, so that he as physician believed himself 
justifiable, in encouraging his patient with the hope of a successful 
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cure. The day was appointed for the operation, and iD the ia» 
terval he had the satisfaction of making the acquaintance of seve- 
ral eminent men. On the day appointed he performed the qiera* 
tion in the presence of several physicians and surgeons* as wit- 
nesses, in case of necessity. Every thing promised well, tbepa- 
tient saw and recognized all present after the operation. This 
news soon spread through the city, friends mentioned it in letters 
to their correspondents at a distance, and StilUng received 
letters of congratulation from Shonenthal, before be could 
receive answers to his own. The Prince of Lowenstine Werthime, 
the Dutchess of Curland with all the nobility and people of rank 
in the city made daily inquiries respecting tiie success of the ope- 
ration. He had never been better satisfied than at that time; 
he plainly saw, what a favorable impression this cure if successM 
would make upon the public, and how much honor and applause 
and what extensive practice it would procure him. The Senate 
of Frankfort already deliberated on a decree, granting Dr. Stil- 
ling the right of citizenship, with the view of inducing him lo 
settle in that place. The good Doctor was rejoiced at all these 
auspicious prospects. 

During his stay at Frankfort he performed operations cm 
several other persons, among whom was Dr. Hut from Wisba- 
den, who had become blind in consequence of a cold, which he 
had caught at night* Stilling was successful ; the Doctor was 
restored to perfect health, and he gained in him a valuable friend. 
Another patient was a Jewish Rabbi, who had been blind in both 
eyes for many years ; he was sixty-eight years erf age ; his 
snow-white beard hung down to his girdle. He was likewise 
successful in this case, as well as in that of a ])oor Jewess in the 
Jews-hospital. 

One day, being at Mr, Leesner's, he was called to the door, 
Miiere a poor, old, blind Jew was waiting for him, led by his son, 
an interesting youth of about sixteen years of age. The old 
man addressed him in the following manner : <^0 dear Doctor, 
I am an old man, I have a wife and ten children ; I have always 
been an industrioiLs man, and lionestiy maintained my family ; 
but now I am blind — 1 and my family have to beg, and yon know 
the situation of us Jews." 
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Stilling WM gready aifeeted ; he gave the Jew his hand and 
observed : '^Wtth the assistance of God you shall liare your 
sight refitored.'' 

Bothy the old man and his son* sobbed aloud when they 
beard this, and were on the point of falling on their knees, to 
express their gratitudt^, which however the Doctor prevented ; 
he inquired of them, where they intended to take Jodgings ; that 
for himself he would ask nothing for the operation, but it would 
be necessary for them to stay a fortnight in the city. 

**0 good God," replied the old man, *<a lodging will be dif< 
fiottlt to be obtained, for though tliere are many rich Jews here^ 
they neveKheless take little notice of strangers.*' 

<<Come to morrow morning at nine o'clock into the Jews- 
boqiital, I will speak to the Directors,^' said Stilling, and left 
them. 

The next day, as he was in the hospital, dressing the eyes 
crfhia patient, the room being filled with Jews, the old man came 
in, led by bis son, and represented his distressed situation to all 
who were present, but found no mercy ; for this haHened people 
have no feeling for the miseries of a suffering brother. Stilling 
was for some time sil^t, until he perceived, that the entreaties 
at the poor old man were unawaiiing ; he then reprimanded them 
for their unmerciful disposition, and declared in the most seri- 
ous terms, taking the living God to witness, that lie would not 
touch either the Rabbi, or this female patient, unless the poor 
man was provided with suitable lodgings and board for a fortnight. 
This menace proved eHectual, for in less than two hours, the 
poor Jew obtain^ d all that was necessary. 

The next morning he peiformed the operation in the pre- 
sence of a surgeon and a few friends. The Jew regained his 
sight, and when he left the city, ran witli outstretclied arms, 
through the streets, incessantly exclaiming : «0 ye people, thank 
•God with me ! I was blind, but now I see ; may God grant 
Imig life to the Doctor, that he may be able to cure many blind 
persons !" Thus Stilling performed eye-operations on seven 
dlBereiit people, besides Mr. Leesner ^ none of whoni was able 
Is pay him, except Dr. Hut, who rewarded him liberally. 
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Biii now coiDmetioecl the most unfortunate period in life life* 
Mr. JLeesner did not recover his ni^U notwithstanding all the 
care, which had been taken. An inflammation ensued, and the 
eyes heg^n to suppurate ; and though he had the assistance of 
aeveral eminent physiciafts, still their united efforts proved un- 
availing. Pain, and tlie fear of an incurable blindness, annihi- 
lated ail his hopes. Stilling considered himself now a ruined 
man ; he prayed unceasin^y to God for help-^all the friendly 
faces, whom be had hitherto met in the streets, disappeared-— 
friend Gketlie and his parents endeavored to comfort him, but in 
vain* He saw his best hopes disappointed, contempt and misery 
were staring him in tlie face ; be began to doubt, if God had des* 
lined bini for his present calling ; he feared, he had again fol- 
lowed his own inclination, when he studied medicine, and that 
he therefore would have to continue in an occupation all his lifei 
to which he now felt an utter aversion. 

As he was one day at Mr. Leesner's, lamenting, that the 
cure had proved unsuccessful, the good old man said : <*Do not 
make yourself uneasy, my dear Doctor, it was God's will, and 
therefore good for nie, that I should remain blind ; but I was to 
be an instrument in his hand, that others miglitbe cured ; I shall 
pay you with pleasure the promised mone>\" Soon after he re* 
OHved it, but with a, heavy heart, and after a stay of eight 
weeks in Frankfort, i*etui'ned to Shonenthal. His. friends 
tliere pitied him indeed, but said as little as possible on the sub- 
ject Theodore Miller, who had given him the advice not to go, 
bad in the mean time, to his inexpressible grief, departed this 
lifo. The generality of his fellow citizens continually slandered 
him, without regard to his feelings : ''Did I not say it," was their 
language, *Hbe fellow knows nothing, yet he pi^etends to be a 
cure-all, it was right good for that mountebank^ to have for once 
been detected.^* 

If his mind had even been strong enough, to make light of 
such calumny, yet he could not have prevented its consequences. 
His practice became more and more reduced ; those famiiiesy 
whom he had attended as physician before his journey to Frank- 
fort, had in the mean time applied to others, and few showed ao 
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inclination of employing him again. In ono word, he was almosi 
fd^^ten ; his debts increased ; for the one thoussmd gnUdeni 
were not sufficient* to pay the most urgent debts, and of course 
his misery was unbounded. He endeavored to bear it akme aft 
much as possible ; but the burden became the more intolerable! 
Even the family of his father-in-law began to grow cool towards 
hitn ; for Mr. Fredcnberg seemed to consider him a bad econo- 
mist, and gave him frequent and severe lectures on that subject; 
telling him at tlie same time, that the principal of fifteen hun* 
dred Yix-dollars, which had been expended in the prosecution 
of his studies, and for the most necessary articles of instru- 
ments and furniture, for which Mr. Fredenberg had become 
i^curity, was soon payable. He did not know, where he could 
obtain one single penny for the discharge of this ddbt ; it griev* 
ed him to his heart, that the friend, who had given him his daugh* 
terf and who had in former times blindly trusted in Providence^ 
was now wavering in faith. Christina highly resented this 
change in the conduct of her father's family, and resolved to 
bear up under all difficulties With fortituile and without com- 
plaining. 

Notwithstanding this great distress, there was never any 
want of tlie necessaries of life in the family, and though he sel- 
dom had any tiling before-hand, still, when it became absolutely 
necessary, it was not wanting, which circumstance strengthened 
his and Christina's faith so much, that they were enabled to bear 
these sufferings with fortitude. 

In the spring of 1775, Christina was again delivered of a 
son^ but the child died, when it was but a few weeks old. During 
her confinement she suffered exceedingly ; and after tliat timo 
she bore no more children. 

In the course of the summer, he received a letter from his 
friend Dr. Hoffman at Frankfort, in which he gave him the con- 
fidential information, that Mr. Leesner was inconsolable on ac- 
count of his incurable blindness, and was blaming Stilling in some 
measure ; he therefore advised him as a friend, to visit Mr. Lees- 
ner at his own expense once more, since he had so liberally re- 
munerated him for his trouble — and tosee, if something effectual 
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eovld be done for him— >-that be, Mr. HoflTmany worid ftdtrertiw 
hi8 intended journey in the public papers, and he entertained 
no doubty that it would prove advantageous to him. Stilling feK 
tbat he was under great obligations to Mr. Leesner — Christina 
advised him likewise to go, but all his other friends were oppos- 
ed to the measure. He followed however in this cwse his own 
feelings of right and equity, and started in the mail-coach fo^ 
Frankfort* A friend lent him one hundred rix-dollars for the 
journey. 

Mr. Leesner was gratified with this unexpected visit, and 
it removed every prejudice against the Doctor from his niind.->^ 
Stilling performed operations on the eyes of a number of per«» 
sonsr some with success, others remained blind ; but none was 
able to pay the heavy expenses of his jdumey ; and consequenlly 
be was unable to repay the loan, which he had contracted. 



CHAPTER IV. 

In the spring of 1776, Stilling found himself under the ne- 
cessity of moving out of the liouse, which he had hitherto occu- 
pied, because his landlord wished to move into it himself. Mr. 
Troost assisted him in looking out for another, which he found 
in the lower part of the town, on the road towards Russelstine, 
near a number of gardens, very conveniently situated, and com- 
manding a delightful prospect over the surrounding country.-* 
But before he could remove, a severe trial awaited him. 

According to the laws of that country, he was not permrtted 
to leave his old habitation, until he had paid his full rent. Hi* 
therto he had always been able to pay punctually the seventy 
rix-dollars of rent, but in the present case he had not a groat in 
his pocket; his poverty and want of credit, made him afi-aid to 
apply to his landlord for further indulgence in making the pay- 
ment, and for his permit to remove, but there was no other way ; 
oppressed with sorrow, he represented to him his inability of 
making present payment. The merchant, a very honest but 
punctual man in money matters, gave him the desired pernnt 
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after some laoments of pefiectioiit on the condition of paying the 
rent in a fortnight from that day. In reliance on the assistance 
of God, Stilling gave his word of honor for the payment, and 
moved into his new habitation. The serenity of the house, the 
open view into the country, the convenient situation, in short, 
every circumstance combined, to alleviate his cares in some mea-^ 
sure, though the cause was not removed, and the gnawing worm 
was still in his heart. The end of the fortnight was approach- 
ing« but not the least vestige of help appeared. His distress could 
not become greater ; he frequently ran to his chamber, fervently 
praying to God for assistance, and whenever business called him 
away, Christina took his place ; but there was no help. 

The unwelcome Friday came ; he and his wife continued in 
prayer the whole morning* and the anguish of their hearts forced 
deep sighs from their tortured bosoms. At ten o'clock the post- 
boy entered, holding in one hand the receipt-book, and in the 
other an apparently heavy letter. Stilling looked at the direc- 
tion ; it was Goethe^s hand-writing, and below these words : 
"Within one hundred and fifteen rix-dollars.'^ 

Not knowing, how assistance could come from that quarter, 
he opened the letter with peculiar feelings, and read, that friend 
Gcethe had without his knowledge published the first part of his 
life, under the title : ^^Henry StiUing as a Childf** and the one 
hundred and fifteen rix-dollars the bookseller had paid for the 
copy -right. He hastened to give the necessary receipt, in or- 
der to get clear of the post-boy ; after he was gone, Christina 
embraced her husband, and they praised God with tears of gra- 
titude. 

Indelible is the impression, which this interposition of Di- 
vine Providence made upon him and Christina; they resolved 
anew, never to waver in the faith, but with fortitude and resig- 
nation to bear all their sufferings ; for they saw in the light of 
divine truth,that the all-gracious Father of men was leading them 
by the hand ; that their walk and conversation were therefore 
acceptable in his sight, and that he was preparing them for high* 
er purposes by these severe trials. 

How trifling and how detestable are all the sophistries of 
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the philosophers of this world, iarhen the christian has made an 
experience of this kind ? What do I care, though they say ten 
thousand limes : "God's providence extends not to individuals — 
he has unalterahly established the plan of the world — no changes 
Can be effected by prayers !*• Jesus Christ is the governor of 
the universe ; Stilling has called upon him a hundred tim^, and 
has received help. Of what use are the cobwebs of the clearest 
logical conclusion, when one experience follows after the other, 
and puts them down ? In the sequel of this history, the readet 
will meet with still more surprising proofs of a divine interposi- 
tion. t[»an those already mentioned. 

/His friendship with Goethe, and the visit of the latter to 
Shoneiilhal, had been vehemently cried down by those,who styled 
tjjemsclves the Elect of God — they looked upon Goethe as a free- 
thinker, and found fault \vitli Stilling, that he continued on in- 
timate terms with him ; and yet all this was the plan of everlast- 
ing love, that he might be tried and convinced of God*s faithful- 
ness, and might be prepared for his other gracious purposes. 
1 have said and written it a hundred times, and cannot repeat it 
too often : whosoever desires, to become a faithful servant 
of God, should not separate himself from men, but from sin ; he 
ought not U} connect himself with any society, whose avowed pur- 
pose is to serve God better than others do, for a cloak of this 
kind generally covei-s a proud spirit, creates hypocrisy, and be- 
comes an abomination to the pure and holy God. I have been 
acquainted with a number of such societies, all of whom ended 
in disgrace, and became a reproach to true religion. Young men 
and young women ! will you walk the true path of life, distin- 
guish yourselves by a holy life, and by actions in accordance 
with the precepts of the gospel, confess Jesus Christ by faithful- 
ly following his example, and profess him wherever it is profit- 
able and necessary ; but then be not afraid of acknowledging^ 
whose disciple you are. Confide in him in every situation of your 
life ; pray to him in full confidence, and he will guide you to your 
higii calling and destination. 

About this time, counsellor EisenhaH at Manhime, a very 
active and infiuential man, had established a statistical and agri- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



227 

cultural society in the ancient town of Rittersburg, in tke Palati- 
nate. Many learned and estimable men were among its mem- 
bers ; the object of the society was the encouragement of agri- 
culture, manufactories and commei*ce. The Elector of the Pa^ 
latinate had taken this institution under his own protection and 
patronage, and had endowed it with suitable revenues. Amon^ 
other projects, the society had planned and commenced a manu- 
factory of Siamois, a kind of goods, fabricated in perfection at 
Shonenthal. Counsellor Eisenhart, desirous of receiving everjr 
possible information on that subject, and having some acquaint- 
ance with Stilling, wrote to request him to make the necessary 
inquiries concerning the best mode of manufacturing this kind 
of goods, and to give him the desired information. Though Stil- 
ling was pleased with the institution, and was desirous of pro- 
moting its benevolent designs, yet it appeared to him an under- 
taking fraught with danger to himself, should he act as a spy in 
this affair. For he could expect nothing else, but that his situa- 
ti<m would become very unpleasant, and in a pecuniary view« 
more unpromising, should the people of Shonenthal discover, that 
he had meddled in the business. However, in order to give s^ 
satisfactory proof to Mr. Eisenhart of his being a well-wisher to 
the society, he represented in his answer on the one hand the dan- 
ger, to which he would expose hiniself,should he comply with his 
request, but on the other asked him, if he could serve the society 
by ocasionally writing a treatise on subjects of their delibe- 
rations? being under the impression, he had collected in the 
course of his life many practical observations on agriculture and 
maaufactories. 

He soon iteceived an answer, that such treatises would prove 
very acceptable ; he therefore wrote several, and sent them to 
counsellor Ejscnhai*t, who read them in tjie meetings of the socie- 
ty at Rittersburg. These labors received an unexpected ap- 
plause, and he was elected an honorary member of this society, 
a circumstance, which gave him great pleasure ; for although this 
connection did not increase his income, still he was |>leascd to 
be engaged in labors, which had a tendency to promote the 
ka(>ptuess of mankind. 
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CHAPTER V. 

StilTing had acquired Botne celebrity from the publication of 
bis Iife» as well as from his treatises ; the community began to 
look upon him as worthy of a share of the public favor, which en- 
couraged him to continue the history of his life to his settle- 
ment at Shonenthal, the publications of which considerably in- 
creased his income, without however enabling him to pay off his 
debts. They were still increasingythough in a less proportion than 
formerly. But who would have imagined, that many inhabitants 
of Shonenthal supposed from the publication of his life, that he 
was a free-thinker ! And yet this was actually the case ; they 
charged him with making himself the hero of a novel, and the 
principles expressed in the history of his life, they considered as 
totally averse to the system of the reformed church, and hesitat- 
ed not to denounce him as a man without religion. In order to 
do away these prejudices and suspicions, he wrote "the history of 
Morgenthau f^ but without the desired effect 5 he still remained 
an object of reproach and defamation, which rose in the au- 
tumn of 1777 to the highest pitch of malice. 

He perceived about this time, that the people were staring 
at him, whenever he passed through the streets ; wherever he 
showed himself, he observed them running to the windows, 
and frequently heard them whisper : <*Look, there he goes !" He 
could not assign any reason for such strange conduct towards 
him, but he noticed, that whenever he spoke with any person, 
he was strictly watched ; others turned their eyes with pity from 
him, in short, he appeared to himself like a spectre, of which 
people were afraid. This new species of suffering was so insup- 
portable, that an extraordinary strength of mind was requisite 
to bear it. In addition to this he perceived, that scarcely any 
patients made application to him, and that apparently he would 
shortly be deprived of all means of support. 

One afternoon his landlord entered, and having viewed the 
Doctor for some time with a compassionate look, addressed him 
as follows : 

"My dear Doctor, I ho[>e you will not take it ill, if I tell 
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you, that a general rumor has spread through town, that you 
have become insane last Saturday a fortnight ago; that this de- 
rangement is imperceptible in your outward behavior^ but that 
you had nevertlieless completely lost your senses ; all patients 
hare of course been warned from making application to you un- 
der these circumstances. I beseech you, tell me how are you ! [ 
have closely watched you all this time, but I cannot perceive the 
least vestige of derangement.** 

Christina covered her face with her apron, sobbed aloud, 
and ran out of the room. Stilling stood aghast ; sadness^nger 
and innumerable other sensations were furiously rushing fi*om 
the heart to the head, a derangement might actually have taken 
pia!ce, if his constitution and organisation had not been extraordi- 
narily strong and regular. At length tears gave vent to the 
sensations of the heart, and he bui*st out in these words : *^No 
Adramelech could ever have invented such malice — devilish— » 
8uch Satan like cunning was necessary to deprive me of my living! 
But God my avenger and provider lives, he will not leave me al- 
ways in this hell ! he will save and protect me ! I need not give 
an account to any living person of the state of my mtnd« you may 
observe me and my actions, they must speak for themselves. 
This whole thing is so extraordinary, so inhumanly malicious, 
that I cannot speak a word more about it.** 

•*1 beg you, dear Doctor,'* continued his landlord, "do not 
think ill of me for making the inquiry, I did it from regard and 
love towards you.^* 

♦*No,»* replied Stilling, "I am obliged to you for it.** 

From this time the rumor of his insanity gradually subsided; 
but like a stinking monster, its odor remained; Stilling and, Chri- 
stina were compelled to breathe in its pestiferous air ; his prac- 
tice decreased, and with it the hope of making a living for him- 
self and family^ but he could never learn, whence the rumor 
had originated. If the reader wishes to have a correct view of 
Ills situation at tlits time, let hitii represent to himself a pilgrim 
traveling on a lonely and narrow foot-patii ; to his nght a fa- 
thomless abyss, and to his left a steep mountain, towering to- 
wartls the clouds, whose declivities aw covered witli loose n>ck8. 
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soflpended oyer his beacU and threatening momentarily to cnisli 
the weary wamlerer ; before him the path narrowing with every 
ntep9 and at last entirely ceasing, — every where an unmeasurabte 
precipice. — Had lie been a follower of the fashionable reUgion* 
lie would have left wife and children^ and would have gone into 
tlie wide world ; but not even a temptation of this kind entered 
his mindy on the contrary he was resolved to look with increase 
iiig confidence to Providence, believingt that God could readily 
|ioint out a way, where human wisdom could discover none; and 
thus he proceeded on, groping his way along the narrow path 
ittep by step in utter darkness. 

In the beginning of the year 1778 he again struck the ba- 
lance of his accounts, and found to his grief and astonislimenU 
that during the past year he had fallen stiil deeper into debt : 
his creditors began now to threaten him with executioi», and it 
seemed, as if it were impossible, to obtain reUef. In additioa to 
all these troubles, his mental agony was increased by this circum^ 
stance, that as agent of the statistical and agricultural society he 
bad received subscription money for the publications of said socir 
ety to the amount of twenty-eight guilders, which he was unable 
to pay, and for which he had to account toMr.Eisenhart In this 
distress and anguish of his soul, he ran to his chamber, prayii^ 
to God for relief; afterwards he wrote a letter to Mr. £isenhart, 
in which he disclosed his situation, and his present inability of 
paying the subscription money. Mr. £isenhart soon informed 
him, that he should say no more about the twenty*eight guil'- 
ders, that he had iiithei*to imagined him |)er&ctly satisfied with 
his present calling, but now learning the contrary, he proposed to 
him the acceptance (»f a professorship of Agriculture, Technolo- 
gy, Commerce and the Yeterinai^y art, at the new Academy U 
Rittersburg. The salary would be six hundred guilders a year, 
the fees for lectures would probably amount to two or three ban- 
dred guilders more; that living waa cheap at Rittersburg ; he 
expected to obtain the Elector's consent to his call without any 
difficulty. 

Reader ! represent to thyself Stilling's sensations at the per- 
usal of ibis letter. He sat down in a deep rovetie, Christina be- 
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ing frightened, looked over his slioolders and read; she claspeA 
her hands, sunk down upon a chair, wept alou*! and gave praise 
to God. Having recovered somewhat from the first shock, he 
beheld through the door, which Providence had opened, splendid 
hopes for the future ; he supposed he now saw his true and real 
destination* As a criminal, having escaped condemnation, by re« 
ceiving full pardon from the judge, which again excites in his bo- 
som the hope of life, sinks on his knees, stammering forth his 
thanks, thus Stilling sunk down before God, uttering inexpres- 
sible words. Christina's courage likewise revived, she longed to 
escape from her present situation, into a country, in which she 
was a stranger. As soon as the tumult in his heart had in some 
measure subsided, his debts again rushed to his recollection-— 
scarcely was he able to look through this confusion. How do 
you suppose it possible to leave this place, thought he to himself, 
without paying your debts. This was a gordian-knot, wMiich 
imist be cut in some way or other. He encouraged himself how- 
ever by the resolution to trust with implicit confidence in God, 
being convinced that he was preparing this way for his escape 
from danger. He therefore wrote to Eisenhart, that a call as 
professor at Rittersburg would be very acceptable, and that he 
thought he could iill that station with honor, but feared, that his ^ 
creditors would not permit him to move, and inquired, if it were 
not possible to obtain a loan for the payment of his debts in Sho- 
nentfaal ; promising to mortgage his salary for its repayment 
But Mr. Eisenhart informed him that he could give him no su^ 
hopes, that his creditors would be willing to wait, as soon as there 
BhouM be a prospect on his part to pay them. Stilling however 
kneWf that his credit was so completely sunk, that eight hundred 
I^Uders at least must be paid, before his creditoi*s would permit 
liim to remove^ utill he took courage, and hoped, where there 
was no hope. 

He freely mentioned to his friends what had occurred, and 
they related it again to others. Thus it soon became a towns-talk, 
that Doctor Stilling would receive an appointment to a profcs- 
sorship, and nothing appeared to the Shonenthalers more ridicu- 
bus. — ^Ht>w doth he come to this ? — He knows nothing. — This is 
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a story of his own inTention to appear big.<— But notwithstanding 
this talk, all things proceeded in the usual order: the Academi- 
cal Senate at Rittersburg chose him to fill the chair as professor 
of Agriculture, Technology, Commerce and the Veterinary art; 
they proposed him in that capacity to the Elector of the Palati- 
nate, who acceded to the wishes of the Academical Senate and 
nothing was now^ wanting but the formal call, and it was to be 
expected, that this would occasion some delay. Stilling with- 
drew himself gradually from all professional business, by receiv- 
ing no new patients, excepting such as were afflicted with the ca- 
taract, and devoted himself wholly to his future agreeable desti- 
nation. The knowledge which he possessed of the branches he 
was to teach was to be brought into a systematical order, which 
he effected without much difficulty. The summer was spent in 
this delightful occupation, and autumn came on, when he expect- 
ed to receive the call. In the first week of September a letter 
arrived from Mr. Eisenhart, in which he was informed, that as 
tlie Elector had moved his court to Munich in Bavaria, he had 
given orders for a translocation of the Academy from Ritters- 
burg to Manhime, where there were persons sufficient, who could 
honorably fill the professorship designed for him, and that there- 
fore he ought to lay aside all prospects of a call for the present. 
This was a severe damper for poor Stilling, he and Christina sat 
together weeping in the chamber, every thing appeared to be lost, 
but he humbled himself under the all-powerful hand of God, and 
yirrendered himself, his wife and two children to the paternal 
direction of his kind providence, resolving without murmuring 
to recommence the practice of physic, and to bear with resigna- 
tion whatever Providence might send. He went again amongst 
his friends and acquaintances, relating to them the misfortune, 
which had befallen him, accepted patients again, and it seemed, 
as if every thing were going on better than before. 

Those who at^ acquainted with the ways of Providence from 
self ex])erience, know that this is exactly the method, God pur. 
sues with his children Stilling had passionately desired this 
change, not from the purest motives ; had he received the office 
when he expected it, he would have come to Rittersburg with an 
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oTcrbearing spiritt and could not have been happy. It is a max- 
im of eternal love, to render its pupils pliable and obedient to 
the divine wilU when this is efTectedy God delivers them from 
their troubles. 

In the mean time the people of Shonenthal blew again tlie 
aTarm, for they believed now, they had sufficient reason to con- 
sider the business of this call as a matter of his own invention, 
proceeding from his love of vanity ; but he cared little about it, 
the frequent occurrence of similar trials had rendei*ed him 
callous ; he was resigned to the will of God, visited his patients 
from morning till late in the evening, while Christina prepared 
for the winter, by purchasing and housing the necessary vegeta- 
bles, by whitewashing the house, and such like things. In the 
latter part of September however, the call unexpectedly arrived. 
He received it with a calm mind, but with heart- felt satisfaction ; 
he and his good wife praised God, and began to make prepara- 
tions for the journey. The Academy remained at Rittersburg, 
because insurmoimtable difficulties had presented themselves in 
its translocation to Manhime. He now made a full stop to his 
medical practice, excepting the operations on the eye, which ho 
kowever resolved in future to perform gratuitously. 

At lengtthe moment of his removal from Shonenthal arrived, 
it was late in October, the days were short, the weather stormy 
and the roads very bad. With the beginning of November he had 
engaged to commence his lectures at Rittersburg. But one severe 
trial awaited him yet ; eight hundred guilders were to be paid, 
before he could move. Several of his friends advised him, to 
assign his goods to his creditors, but this step he would not take. 
Htis answer was : 

^•Each of my creditors shall be paid to the last farthing, this 
I promise in the name of God, he has led me thus far, and he will 
surely not put me to shame.'* When they replied, this is all ve- 
ry well, but what will you do, should you be arrested ? 

'**! lesive it to God," was his answer, **it is his business." 
He packed up all the goods he intended to take with him, and 
iie»»t them on to FrankTort, and appointed a day for the sale' of 
the rest by auction. Every thing went on without any hindnuico^ 

Gg 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2a4 

he received anii ptid ovt monies without interruption^ and even 
engaged the poet-coach as far as Russelstine, for himself and 
family for the next Sunday. A friend of his informed him in the 
mean time, that some of his creditors had agreed to arrest him 
before his departure, suppiisingy that if they should stop him from 
removing, some one or other would come forward and pay his 
debts for him. Stilling inwardly trembled, yet he trusted in 
God for deliverance. 

On the last Thursday before his intended departure Mr. 
IVoost entei*ed with a cheerful eountenance. 

^Frfend,^ said he, << mattei«*go on again in StiUin^s fash- 
ion,*^ with these words he drew fn>m his pocket a llnnen bagf 
pouring its contents on the tabic. 

<<How is this ?'' inquired Stilling. 

"I went to a certain merchant," replied Troost,. '^knowing, 
that you owe him sixty crowns, and asked him to forgive y.ou 
that debt. He answered with a smile : I will not only do this, 
but I'll make him a pi-esent of sixty crowns besides, for I know, 
he is in gi-eat distress. He tl»en paid me tlie money and liere it 
is. Now you have already the eighth part of what you" want, 
my advice to you is, that you take leave to morrow of all your 
acquaintances in town, then you have Satui*day to yourself to 
pi*epare for your journey. Be of good cheer^ and with patience 
and resignation see what God will do.'' He followed his advice. 
The fii'st to whom he came was a rich merchant, who met him 
at the door and addressed him in the following words : *^My 
dear Doctor,! know.you come to take leave, I have always consi'* 
dered you as a man of rectitude and of a good character; I coold 
not employ you as a pliysician,for I had reason to be satisfied isith 
the one we had, previously to your arrival ; God has lifted me 
likewise from the dust, and made me, what I am, I am sensible of 
the obligations, I awe to him. please to receive this trifle from me 
in his name.do not commit a sin by refusing its acceptance tiirough 
false pride. With these words ho embraced him, and put a n>ll 
of twenty Ducats in'o his hands. Stilling did not know, what lis 
should say, but his benefactor left him abruptly.-*-But why should 
1 detain the reader by giving detaife ! — Presents wore forced 
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opon bfan with the ^reat^st delicacy from all skies, and wlien he 
came home in the evening and counted — lie had exactly eight 
hundred gnildors, neither more nor less * 

Such scenes lose by the most sidendid descriptions — I am 
riient and adore-^God knows you, my l(in(I bensfactors at Sho^ 
nentbal ! On the day of retribution I shall declare : Lord ! these 
were the persons, who saved me from my troubles, reward them 
exceedingly according to thy promise, and he will do it. But 
not a word to thee, friend Troost, ciiosen among thousands, not 
a word to thee — When once we shall walk together through tlie 
Mds of heaven, the occurrences of that time shall form a theme 
for our conversation* 

Mr. Fredenberg was not only indifferent to the call of 
Ms son-in-law to Rittersburg, but even averse to it ; look- 
ing opon him as a bad economist, he belieixMl, that a fixed sala- 
ry would avail him as little, as the earnings of his profession at 
Bhonenthal ; and in as much as ho had become responsible fur 
bis debts, he was afraid^ he would have to bear the burden a|on6» 
and perhaps finally be compelled to pay the whole. Stilling's 
heart suffered exceedingly at the reproaches of his father-in-law, 
the more so, as he was unable, to remove his sus{)icion$ : sighs 
and prayers to his heavenly Father for help were rising con- 
tinually from his heart but his confidence did not waver, h» 
firmly bdieved, that God would finally deliver him from his 
troubles, according to his faith. He however promised Mr. Fre- 
denberg, to pay yearly two hundi*ed guilders, which would gra- 
dually lighten the burden ; this promise satisfied him in soma 
measure. On Saturday he went with his family to Rasenhime, 
in order to take leave of his wife's relatives. He was fear- 
ful of a heai*t-rending scene, which would prove injurious to Chri- 
itina*8 weak constitution, but he was mistaken, she felt more 
deeply than he did himself, how unjustly she and her husband 
had been treated by tlie family. She knew, she had been as sav- 
ing as possible, that she had been moderate in her expenses for 
dress, and that their furniture and mode of living had always 
been within proper bounds : this consciousness filkd her he^rt 
with courage and peaoe. Towards evening when the whole fam>- 
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ily were assembled and lajnentiiig the depsuituni of* th^lr bro<* 

tlier and sister, Christinaf after having sent both her diUdne» 
out of the roomy arose from her seat and addressed her relativi^ 
in the following words : *'We arcj about; to go into a atrang^ coun- 
try, we leave parents, brotliers, sisters and other relatives bo* 
hind us, and we leave them willingly. God has sent us n^any suf-^ 
feritigs and crosses, but none of our relations have assisted ai^ 
comforted us ; the grace of Gk)d alone has made strangers instru* 
mental in delivering us from utter ruin. I defuirt hence witb 
pleasure. Father, mother, brothers and sisters ! farewell ! and 
live so in this world that I may meet you again before tl>e thnoiie 
of God !*' Having said this, she kissed them all, witboyut.sheddirig 
a tear, and left them. Stilling also took leave of hi^ friendst and 
hastened after her. The next morning be started wjUi lii^ fam* 
ily for Rittersburg. 



CHAPTER VI. 

The farther he removed from the theatre of his trials lusifi Hi|f« 
Xerings, tlie more he felt his heart enlarged^ his very soul was.ilUed 
with gratitude and ecstatic joy# The experience we draw. from. 
past sufferings is the source of heartfelt satisfaction ; we cooMi 
from every new trial more refined and more enlightened, and tLe 
religion of Jesus has this inestimable merit, that it t^che^ 119 ta 
know sin and to shun it. 

If we add to this general experience, bis pleasing proBpectSf 
which promised him not only subsistence, but gave him likewise 
reasonable hopes for the gradual extinction of bis <|eb|a, and 
brought him before a new public, which could not be prejudice' 
against him ; the reader will not find h|s satisfaction ext^n- 
gant or unnatural. 

A number of his friends from Shonenthal surprised him 9i 
noon in a tavern, wliere they had ordered a farewell-dinner to 
be pi'oparcd. Having spent a few hours in the company of th«sa 
excellent men, he took his leave of them, and reached EjLussebitiM 
that same day. Here he hired a hackney-coach as Car as. Co- 
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kgiie, Md ilieao0 anotber-oiie to Frulcfort. AtCdbfenssihe^psld 
a viiiU to the well knoiHrii Madame Sopliia de la Rocbe^ who al* 
ready knew him through the publication ^f the first part of hia 
life. At Frankfort he spent a pleasant day in the conyersation 
of his old friends, and. after a day of rest^ continued his journey 
by way of Mainz to Manhime, where he was received with tha 
greatest coi*diaKty by Mr. Eisenhart In the latter city he found 
many friends and patrons, all deeply interested in his behalf on 
account of the publication of his life. 

These pleasant occurrences were like precious drops of dew 
on the hearts of Stilling and Christina^ which had heenparcbed 
f(V' so long a time by the drought of continued disregard and con* 
tempt. Mr. Eisenhart however gave him some very useful hints. 
The publication of his life, notwithstanding the interestf 
which it excited, had given rise to a suspicion in the minds of 
many, that he was an enthusiast and a dangerous man. His. 
friend therefore advised him, not to talk much of religion, but to 
let his light shine by rectitude of conduct and by noble actions; 
for, added he, in a country, where the Roman Catholic religion 
iS'predominant, it is necessary to be extremely cautious. Stilling 
was conscious of the truth of these remarks, and promised to ne- 
glect none of his admonitions. But he could scarcely forbear 
smiling, when he reflected, that the same book, which had drawn 
upon him the suspicion of libertinism at Shonenthal, drew opon 
him that of enthusiasm at Manfaine. So little truth do the judg« 
m.ents of men contain. 

From Manhime the road passed through the mountainoos 
Aostrasia. Notwithstanding the unfriendly season of the year, 
and thcmgh nature wore her most gloomy aspect, he admired the 
steep mountains and rocks to his right and left, and the ruins 
of luRghtly castles on the topsof them^ erery thing reminded him 
of his native country, and he fdt very comfortable. Soon the 
aaoient turrets of Rittersburg presented tiiemselves to his view 
above the tops of the forest* His heart beat in stronger pulses, 
the nearer he ap|)roached the place of his future destination. It 
was twilight, when he entered through the gate of the town. As 
the coach was driving through the narrow street, on turning a 
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comer, hn heard a male Toice exclatm : ^'Balt ! Is profeaaor 
Btillit)^ in that coach V* A redoubled yes was the answer. << Well 
then, step out, my dear friend and colleague, you are before your 
future residence.'^ 

This mild and affectionate address affected Stilling and 
Christina greatly ; they alighted, and embraced professor Sieg- 
fried and his lady. Soon afterwards his otiier colleague* profes* 
sor Stillerrfefd, made his appearance, wKo attracted StIHing's at* 
tention particularly by his urbanity and placid manners. StHlen- 
feld was not married, but Siegfried had a child ; they were be* 
loved for their amiable disposition and excellent character; they 
were friends of religion, and almost enthusiasts in their desire to» 
promote the welfare of their fellow men. The professor was a 
learned, deep-thinking man, who had studied theology, but was 
now engaged in lecturing on the laws of nations, on finances and 
political economy. Stillenfeld was a man of a refined and noble 
character; ail was system, order and mathematical accuracy 
with him ; few surpassed him in mathematical knowledge, in 
phyfli€)logy, natural history and chemistry. Stilling was delight- 
ed with tiiese men, and his wife fhund a friend in the companion 
of professor Siegfried, with whom she soon became intimate, 
and from whom she profited much in matters relating to 
economy. 

Stilling wrote as soon as possible to his father-in-law at Ra- 
senhime, as well as to his father at Linedorf, and to his uncle at 
Lichthausen ; giving them a full account of his situation, not for- 
getting to mention the agreeable prospects, which brightened 
hfs horizon for the future. John and William Stilling were 
highly gratified to hear of the new honors, which their Henry 
had attained, and asked one another with astonishment : <*What 
will yet become of him ?'• Mr. Fi-edcnberg, on the other hand, 
was not so overjoyed ; his answer was filled with paternal ad-' 
vice and exhortation, to manage matters well ; he appeared to 
have, no sense of the honor, conferred on his son and daughter 
in their new station } for rank and honor were but Htle regard- 
ed hy Mm. 
' As the completion of tiie system of political economy, which 
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be had fsrniDdy was an object Bear Ua heart, he wag eiigiigBd 
dorinj^ the firsil winter of his residence at Rittersbu rg» to form a 
compend of it» and to lecture on the manascript copy. This work 
was published at Manhime in the spring, and notwithstanding its 
fiuilts and imperfections, was well received by the public ; he 
therefore believed himself at length to be in the calling, for whieb 
Providence had designed him ; he feU himself at home in his ba*- 
stiiess, and eould do with pleasure, what his duty require d. He 
was liappy in his connections, for the circle* in which he moved, 
lovedyhtmored and esteemed him and Cbristiiia. Slander and 
revilii^ bad ceased ; and he would have been completely hnipyi 
had it not been for tlie tempest, which threatened him from Shor 
aenthal in consequence of his debts. During the summer-ses* 
sion be lectured on the foi-est-laws, on husbandry and technok)gjt 
for he was desirous of giviug to his system of political economy 
the widest possible extension, and as the compends in use did 
not suit his plan» he resolved to compose new ones on all theae 
sciences. 

God had hitherto pi*epared him by many severe trials to be- 
eome a useful instrument in his hand, but His providence saw 
yet many imperfections in him, which opposed the accomplish*? 
ment of his gracious plan with him. The rough material was 
there — filing and polishing was still necessary, and lie neglected 
not to finish his education by these means. 

The society of political economy, of which be had now ber 
coupe a regular and active member, continued its operations and 
labors with evident sw^cess and blessing to their country* ami the 
Palatinate on the Rhine will always remain indebted to this sor 
ciety for various improvements, introduced by the society injtf 
that country. A schocd was established by them, in which all 
the sciences connected with financial operations were taught ; a 
manufactory was established, which is still in a flourishing con* 
dition, and gives bread to several hundred persons. Of all these 
improvements, counsellor Eisenhart was the prime mover. The 
society possessed likewise an estate in the villain of Siegelbacbp 
about five miles distant from Rittersburg, which was intended for 
expeaimeats in agricalture, with a view to set a good example 
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>t6 Am fameni In ttie neigfiborhood. This e^state hki hith^it^ 
fceen in the haiMid of a steward^ wh<i by ntismfttiagemeht had tuiir* 

When Btillin; came to Rittersbur^, the administratidn of 
this estate was ^yen into his hands as ptnrfessor of a^cultiire ; 
mad belieTing himself qualified to undertake the management of 
% wiHingljr accepted the trust This took place immediatdy af'^ 
ter his arriTal at Rittersburg. 

When he came for the first time to Siegelbach, with a vleW 
flioroughly to examine it» he fbmid handsome stables built, ac^ 
cording to the latest improrements in agriculture, and pared wifir 
htmn stones ; twenty skeletons of Swiss cows, a true and feitk-^ 
ftit pictare of Pharaoh seven lean kine, c(dlectively giving daily 
adbottt three quarts of milk ; besides there were two working- 
horses and two colts, and in separate sties a considerable num-* 
%er of hogs ; and though it was but the beginning of November, 
tiiefe was not a movthftil of hay for all these creatures to bo 
found, and straw for litter was entirely out of the question.-^ 
it was difilcQit to ascertain, what ought to be done in snch a 
stale of aSkirs^ immediate application to the society for relief, 
appeared to him the shortest and only efibctual remedy. Bdl 
-hero be found deaf ears ; all were tii*ed of the continued claimii 
flpon their purses, and they advised him, to manage as welt as her 
could* Stilling ought immediately to have given up the manage- 
ment of the farm, but he was wanting in the necessai*y pradence; 
he was dee|^y interested for the institutfon, and believed bis own 
honor to be connected with that of the society, and that he must 
therefore go through with the business ; a resolution, which pre-^ 
f«red new misfortunes for him. 

The first thing he imdertook was the sale of half the stock, 
hoping, that with the money arising from it, he woiild be aUe to 
parehase the necessary fodder for the remainder. For this pur- 
pose ho made a vendue, and was pleased to see so many bidders; 
who raised l^e priee of the cattle not a litfle ; he therefore enter- 
tained good hopes, of being able to overcome all difllculties. But 
great was his disiqyptiintment, when he perceived, that most of 
the bogms warocredilora to the estate ! The rest were for ths 
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most part poor people, who could not make immediate payment^ 
m that he recleived very little canh, and if he wii)hed to keep «p 
the estahlislimenty he was under the necessity of drawine^ upon 
his own purse, and wherever that was wanting, upon his private 
credit. In the mean time he kept his hopes alive with the pro- 
qiect of a plenteous harvest the next summer, and that the i^e- 
venues from the artificial clover-meadows, and of other grass^ 
Would rid him of this burden ; and thus far he was excusable* 
but that he continued to have any thing to do with the manage- 
ment of the estate, after he had become acquainted with its true 
Situation, indicated after all an extreme carelessness and neglect 
of his own interest in the circumstances, in which he was placed. 
Bat it is easy in taking a retrospective view to hit upon the very 
thing we ought to have avoided, in order to save ourselves a 
World of trouble. 

The performance of his official duties in the Academy was 
nevertheless agreeable to him, and accompanied by the divine 
blessing. But in the administration of the estate at Siegelbach, 
none of his expectations were realized ; every where he found 
a corse instead of a blessing ; he had to contend with un- 
faithful servants, with thievish neighbors, with debts and want of 
support from the society, so that he saw himself at length com- 
pelled from motives of self-preservation, to throw up the admi- 
nistration, and render his accounts to the society. Thus he was 
honorably liberated from that burden, yet not without an in- 
crease of his personal debts ; for he had spent a great deal of 
money, which he neither could nor would bring into account, to 
avoid suspicion of self-interest. 

Misfortune after misfortune seemed now again to fall upon 
his head. He had contracted new debts at Rittersburg, and was 
scarcely able to pay the interest of his old at Shonenthal, much 
lem any part of the |>rincipal. Many false and unfavorable ru- 
morsy concerning his mode f»f living, were propagated at Sho- 
nenthal; for instance, h was said, that he was keeping a carriae:e 
and servants, lived very extravagantly, without troubling hi tn- 
self about his debts. With almost every mail he received iin- 
puluning Icttej-s, either from his father-in-law, or from some 
other one of his creditors at Shonenthal. 
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Mr. Fredenberg Mas indeed in a rery unpleanaiit and criti- 
cal situation. Having become security for htm* he wafl threat- 
ened with arrest by a man* who had in former times rendeitd 
absistance tr» his son-in-law from the purest and most humane mo- 
tives. Stilling expected thei*efore nothing loss, than to see hif» 
father-in-law and benefactor involved in a bankruptcy on his 
account. 

Dreadfully alarming was this situation — and to whom coyld 
lie complain but to his heavenly Father ! — This he did incessant- 
N Jy ; he endeavored to overcome his unbelief and want of confi- 

doiicey by recalling to his mind the many wonder«ful proofs in 
his own life, that God is a prayer-hearing and prayer- atwweriiig 
Father, and this effected so much, that liediil not utterly fall inti» 
despair. All lettera to his father-in-law breathed devoti<m and 
resignation in the ways of Providence, but without producing the 
desire<l effect. Counselhu* Eisenhart, who became in some mea- 
sure acquainted with his situation, made several attempts, and 
proposed various plans, to effV»ct a change for the better. Stalling 
wrote novels : "Florentin of Fahlendiu-n" and '^Tlieodore von 
der Linden,*' and endeavored to stem the current with the amount 
lie received for the co))y -rights, but all this was no more than a 
drop of water in a bucket. He addressed himself to several 
wealthy friends, but some could not help him. others were even 
joffended at his presumption, others again exhorted him to pa- 
tience, and a few assisted him with some drops of dew upon bis 
parched tongue. Every attempt proved fruitless, while the se- 
iperest threatenings from Shonenthal continued to arrive. Duri»g 
this time of extreme distress, the Almighty prejmred himself 
to hold judgment over Stilling, and to decide iiis fate. 

August 17th, 1781, on a very warm and sultry day, wliik 
Cbriiitina was assisting the maid in raising a heavy basket or 
her head, she felt something burst in her breast ; an acute pain» 
accompanied with alternate paroxysnts of chills and flashiii|^ 
heat, soon followeiU When Stilling returned from his lecture* 
mmm, and entered her chamber, she met him. a deathlike pale- 
ness had spread over her face, and she addressed him in thefiif- 
lowing words : * 
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<<My daar htti^nd, I Iiitve attemptedio lift a hearj basket, 
I have thereby injured my breast 5 may God liave mercy on you 
ttid i»e! 1 sbail not be able to overcome it." 

At theae words Stilling lost his |)t*esettce of mind; he stof>d 
in ntter astonishment, ami being worn out with grief, stipposedf 
ttiiit death was about to hurl his last and sharpest dart at him.— 
His head fell upon his shoulder; botli liis liands wei-e folded over 
bis breast; he stood, the picture of despair, yet without being 
able to weep, or uttrr a single word — for he too was of opinion, 
that the last hour of his dear Christina was approaching. After 
mme time,. however, he recovered in some measure; endeavoi*ed 
to comfoi-t her, and brought her to bed. Towards evening the 
malady attacked her most violently. Christina, patient a^ a 
iamb under the hand of the shearer, exclaimed : 

•*Lord, do with me, what is pleasing in thy sight! I am tliy 
child— if it is thy will, that I shall no more see my parents, bro- 
tliers ami sisters in this world, I commend them to thee— lead 
and dii-ect tliem in such a manner, that i may see them again be* 
fore thy throne.'' 

Christina's principal disease for the present was an inflara- 
tiiation of the breast, accompanied with hysterical paroxysms, 
the symptoms of which manifested themselves in a very severe 
C4>ugh ; several physicians were called, and all the means ap- 
plied, which possibly might save Iter. Alter a fortnight it seem- 
ed, as if hf»[K5S might he entertained of lier recovery, and as if 
immediate danger were past. Stilling mentioned these joyful news 
to all his friends ; he sung hymns of praise ; but alas ! he had 
deceived himseU ; her malady assumed the character of a settled 
consumption. His distress had now reached its ac:me ; the idea 
of losing the dear partner of his joys and sorrows, was altoge- 
tlicr insupportable; for she was a most excellent companion, 
a^i^able and pleasing ; her conducts yea, the very tone of her 
yoicc, was pi'e|M)S8es»ing ; her cleanliness extreme ; in her plain 
dreas, order and neatness were conspicuous, and every thing she 
iindert<*ok« was done without parade and with great ease. Among 
h«r intimate friends she was jocose and witty, and yet withal 
lery pious— fire from all hypocrisy. Stilling knew her worth, 
and thrnlure dreaded her loss the more. 
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Sum^thneft she expressed a hop* of recwwy, but soon the 
inoet drtadful paroxysms returned ; she roiif^hed with such vio- 
lence^hat small pieces of the lungs wereexfiectoratetl with sevew 
and painful struggles. Under all these sufferings, she never 
aianifested the least impatience, but merely exclaimed in the 
agony of her distress : "Lowl ! spare ine, according to thine in- 
inite mercy !'* 

When her husband and the nurae were on the piiint of giv- 
ing out, being overcome with pity and watrliingn, she would 
sometimes look at them with the most expressive conn* 

tenance) saying : "O my dearest husband ! my dear Mrs. N ! 

I pray you both, have yet a little patience with me, I know, I 
eaiise you a world of trouble !'' 

Stilling was wi-estling day and night with God ; one of the 
cornersof his study had become smooth with kneeling; but heaven 
appeared as if shut to his entreaties, and as if his sighs and fiar- 
vent prayers remained unheard. As Christina could not bear 
the least noise, he continually walked about on his st^icking^fec^^ 
and in the anguish of his heart ran from one corner of the room 
to another, till at length the soles were completely torn to pie- 
ces. In the midst of these troubles the most threatening, insulting 
and humiliating letters incessantly arrived from Shonenthal. 
Mr. Fredenberg's heart was almost broken in consequence of 
the expected death of his daughter, but still his reproaches were 
iirceasing. He was prepossessed with the idea, that Stilling mes 
the cause of his own misfortunes, and apologies were of no arail. 
His situation at that time beggared all description, yet, the grea- 
ter the anguish of his heart was, with the greater fervency 
he did cleave to the all - merciful love of God. After the 
lapse of several weeks he stood one evening — ^it was the be^ 
ginning of October — at the window of his entry, in the act of 
prayer, wlien he suddenly felt comfort in his mind, and resigna- 
tion to the will of God ; he was still sensible of all his sufferings^ 
hut at the same time had strength to bear them ; he went into 
the sick-room, but Christina gave him to understand, thatshe 
wished to be left ahme for the present; after some time she called 
him in, desired him to sit down by her bed-side, and with soiue 
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diiicttky twnntA her face tnwRr«li» hiMw She ipiew«d him wttfi M 
iKdeacribabto look, suid said: ^'1 shatl depart, o&j fteamst and benfc 
BNiry, and I depart resij^ned ; iMir mairied life has been one 
continued chain of mjfferiii^y it doth not plea«e Gtod, that I 
should see you delivered fr<km your troubles, but he will deliver 
you, be of ^ood courage, and sabmlt with resignation to his wilL 
God will not forsake you 1 — ( do not oommeml ray two childrea 
to you, you are their father, and God wUI prY)vide f(u- them/' 

Having* said this, slie made yet some arrangements in regard 
to family affair8,then turned cowards the wall, and was very quiet 
From that time he frequently spoke with her of her departure^ 
and her expectations after death. Now and then her paroxysms 
returned, and in such moments she wished for an easy deatii^ 
and that it might happen in the day time, for she was afraid of 
the night. Mr. Siegfried visited her fi-equently, his lady would 
gladly have done the same, but indisponition and family circum- 
stances (n^ vented her. At length the moment of her dissolution 
approached-; on the evening of the ITtli of October he observed 
in her countenance the traits ot death ; towards eleven oVlock^ 
being overcome with fatigue he retired to another room to take 
some rest, at five o*clock in the morning he returned to Christinay 
and found her very composed and resigned. **I have overcome !'* 
exclaimed she, "I behold the joys of another world before me, 
I am free from every thing which this world contains.** Stilling 
sat down by her bedside- watching the last moments of hh bo- 
som-friend and companion: frequently she pressed his bands, ut* 
tering merely these woi*ds { «<My dear hasband ! my all in this 
world ! — She did not wish to see her children, she only commen- 
ded them to the protection of God. More than once shi9 repeat- 
ed these words : <<Jesus ! thou canst lead me gently through the 
gates of death.*' Towards ten o'clock she said : **My dear has- 
baiid ! I feel very sleepy, and at the same time very happy, should 
I perhaps awake no more, I bid you farewell !" Once more she 
loaked at him with her large black eyes, and with smiling lips 
pressed his hand and srmn fell asleep. About an honr afterwards 
she gave one groan and quivered. In that moment lier respira* 
tion ceasedytiie traits of death were fixed in her face» — once more 
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she RRiited— Chrfaitiiia wafl no niore.*--*A tender-hearted linsbmid 
aione cnn feel» what Stillii^ Mi on this occasion! In tliat very 
moment profetttor Siegfried entered the room, looked at the bed^ 
embraced bis friend and both shed tears in silent nMHirning. 

<«Loving angel !" exclaimed Siegfried after a while, lookiag 
at the corpse, *Hhou hast then triumphed overall thy sufferings !'^ 
But Stilling kissed once moi'e her pale lips with tliese words ; 
^Dear suffrrer, thank to thee for all thy faithfulness, enter tkmi 
into the joy of thy Lord!'* When Siegfrie<l was gone. Stilling 
led his two children to the corpse of their departed mother. As 
«KKMi as tliey beheld it, they sobbed aloud. Stilling took one upon 
oach knee, pressed his children to his heart, and all three sbed 
many tears. At length he regained sti*eiigth and courage, he 
lUrose, in oi*der to make such preparations as the circumstances 
Inquired. October the £lst. eaiil^^at^ajwn of day his friends at 
Rittersburg, accompanied Chrlstina^s cor|)8e to the grave. Hie 
two Protestant ministers of the town faithfully assisted him in 
overcoming this last separation, by entertaining him with com- 
fiariing views of eternity. 



CHAPTER VII. 

An important (leriod of Stilling's life had closed with the 
death of Christina and another one as momentous as the fonner 
still farther discovered the views of Providence with him. 

After tlie death of his beloved wife he endeavored to make 
arrangements, as suitable to his present solitary situation as clr- 
cnm stances would admit. In the fi rat place he went to Zwey- 
bruken, the rt^idence of several of his most intimate friends, to 
hold a consultation with tliem, in regard to a C(Nivenient place 
fV>r the education of his children. SucJi a place offered in 
that town, he therefore made the necessary arrangements and 
brought his children thither. His daughter Hanna was in her 
ninth aud his son Jacob in his eighth yejir. On his return to hit 
solitary dwelling iie felt his loss with redoubled weight, ami sume 
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time elqif^fl beft>re he bfcaine fully rMigned. Be had re^^ 
linqHished the thrNight of housekeeping for the present, had 
diHrhai*ged the maid, ami was boarding with hifi landlord. He 
now almost repented of having taken this step, but his circum* 
stances absoliitclj required it, he knew his children ought to re* 
ceive their education, which he could not give them himself, o» 
account of his professional calling, which left him no time to 
engage in tlie education of his own children. 

His father William Stilling sometimes endeavored to give 
him comfort, by reminding him of what he had suffered at the 
death of his beloved Dorothy ,and that time had gradually healed 
this wound ; he therefore hoped, it would produce a similar e& 
feet on him. But this also was of little avail; lie remained greatly 
aiflicted, with lilt any prospect of a speedy deliverance. One Satur« 
day afternoon.in the middle of November,his distress had reached 
its highest point, prayers to his heavenly Father wei-e his ac« 
customed and only resource. In the evening at six o^clock^having 
finished his last lecture for that day* the hired girl in the honse 
informed him. that a young gentleman had inquired for him and 
had Just left the house. Not long afterwards the young man re- 
turned ; he appeared to be of a friendly and prepossessing mien^ 
and addressed himself to Stilling in the following manner : *<Pro- 
fessor Stilling, I come fi^mi R and have the expectation of 

a place in the department of the finances of the Electoral service, 
but agreeable to the Elector^s orders, have to qualify myself for 
it, by studying here in Rittersburg at the least for half a year: 
though this falls heavy upon me, — being a married man, though 
without children— it is a source of consolation to me, that these 
ctrcitiitstances give me an opportunity of making the acquain- 
tance of Professor Stilling. I have heard, that Mrs. Stilling has 
de|»arted this life, and that yon are deeply afflicted on that ac*- 
ctHint ; if you would permit myself and wife to live with you, it 
might prove a means of i*emoving youi* despondency at least in 
ffome measure ; we shall in that case have the advantage of your 
conversation, and you will feel less solitary. I venture to flatter 
mfseif with the hope, Uiat my wife will be deserving of your 
friendship, for she is good hearted and noble minded,^' At these 
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wordfi BtiBinj^B soni reTiveil ; it «p(N^red to him, a.<) if some <hi6 
had tekcn the oppnesdre load of g^ief fmitf his shotilden^ 
Bcarcdj wan h« able to conceal the et^stacy of his joy. He im- 
mediately went with Mr Kuhlenbach — ^tlie name of the above 
mentioned gentleman — ^to tlte public house, to wait upon his lady, 
and to announce to her his readiness to receiye them. The next 
day they moved into his house. Every thing now took again its 
ordinary course without interruption, and he felt himself com- 
fortably situated. He published during this winter all his com- 
pends, which enabled him to think of a gradual discharge of his 
debts* his yearly income amounting to the sum of fifteen hundred 
guilders : he likewise sold all tlie furniture he could spare, and 
with the money arising from the sale he paid the most urgent 
debts. This mode of living continued till the spring of 1782, 
iffhen Mr Kuhlenbach began to talk of removing from Ritters- 
burg, which created a fear in Stilling^*? mind, that after his de- 
parture be would relapse into his former melancholy. Mr. Ei- 
aenhart thought he ought to marry again, and Stilling himself 
believed that this would be the most advisable step he could take. 
His Hirst intention was, to make proposals of marriage to a cer- 
tain widow of an excellent character, who had one child and 
some property, and whose family was unexceptionable ; she was 
acquainted with him, and had already given him suiBcient proofs 
of her ability of managing the affairs of a family. He therefore 
aildressed himself to her by letter, but in l>er answer she gave 
him such important reasons for the determination she had ta- 
ken, never to marry again, that he relinquished all hopes of suc- 
ceeding in his addresses. 

About this time he began to entertain doubts whether his 
first marriage had been really and piirely the work of Divine 
Providence, or whether human weakness and even impurity of 
sentiment had not a considerable share in that engagement ? A 
eonviction, that neither his father-in-law nor his departed Chri- 
atina nor himself had followed either the precepts of religion or 
of reason, was the result of this deliberation. For the first duty 
of tlie christian ought to be, to examine every step he takes in life 
in conformity to the rules of sound sense and propriety, under 
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t!)c direction of Divine Providence and prayerfully, and more 
particularly the important one of marriage ; and then confidently 
hope for the blessing of God. This however had been neglected : 
Christina was an innocent and inexperienced girl, she loved Stil- 
ling almost without knowing it, and when she became aware 
of it, prayed to God for the accomplishment of her wishes ; and 
thus religion and love were interwoven with her hysterical 
paroxysms. This cirrumstance was unknown to Stilling and her 
parents, both parties looked upon this marriJige as a work of Di- 
vine Providence. The imprudence and impropriety of this step 
became apparent too late in its disastrous consequences, Chris- 
tina was without property and so was Stilling. He was neces- 
sitated to study with borrowed money, wa« afterwards not 
skilled enough in economy, to manage business to advantagef 
and of course was unable to maintain himself and family, and pos- 
sessed still less ability to pay his debts. Christina on the other 
hand, being educated as a merchant's daughter, expected from 
her husband, that he would manage the general concerns of the 
family, and tliat her business only was, to keep house with what 
came into her hands ; she would therefore have made any mer- 
chant happy, but not a person in Stilling's situation. But not- 
withstanding all this, he had to acknowledge, that these ten years 
df difficulties and probation had been highly beneficial to him. 
God had made use of his own faults as a means of purification, 
his dear Cliristina had passed through the same fiery ordeal, and 
had passed it with honor. He tiierefore found abundant reason 
to be thankful to God, who had overruled evil for good. 

Mrs. Sophia de la Roche, her husband and their still unmar- 
ried children lived at this time in the town of S . Stilling had 

called on her when business had brought him the last time to the 
place of her residence, but not being on terms of intimacy in that 
fkmily, he had made no mention of his intention of marry- 
ing again. Soon after his return he received very unexpectedly a 
letter from the above mentioned lady, in which she expresses her- 
self concerning his intended marriage as follows : 

<<Your friends in this place have not observed the same cau- 
flon, which you did, when at my house, for it is generally re- 

li 
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fiortefU that StiHijn^ has made proposals to several young ladies 
without success. I do not like this at all. Must you then ab- 
solutely have a rich wife ? or would one of my female friends 
suit you 7 She is a very virtuous and handsome girl, of an an- 
cienty noble family* in which there have been many individuals 
distinguished for their learning, her own parents were persons 
of excellent character ; the father is dead, her mother Is still 
alive, though in a very delicate state of health: she herself is 
about twenty-three years of age^ and in this short period of Iif« 
has passed through many trials and sufferings ; she is well ed^ 
ucated, well skilled in all female work, a saving housekeeper, 
pious, and will maUl an excellent mother for your children, shs 
is not rich* but will receive a handsome outfit. , • • 

If all these qualifications, the correctness of which I attest 
with my word of honor compensate you for the lack of a few thou- 
sand guilders, you will please to inform me of your approbation 
in your answer, I shall then name her* and tell you, what yon 
ought to do 

Stilling forthwith communicated the contents of this letter to 
his friends, professor Siegfried and the Lutheran minister at Rit** 
tersburg. They were both agreed in considering this proposir 
tion as a providential, hint, and encouraged him to follow its di- 
rection. He therefore expressed his thanks to Mrs. de la Roclie* 
for the interest she had taken in his afiairs, and begged 
her, to name the amiable lady, whose character she had so 
charmingly described, because he was resolved to follow her sug- 
gestion and salutary counsel. A week afterwards Mrs. de la 
Roche informed !««.n, that her friend's name was Selma de St 
Florentin, that her brotlier was Attorney to the city authorities; 
she once more confirmed all slie had said of her in her first com- 
munication and told him, she had shewn her his last letter, and 
that she had given her to understand, she had no objection 
to a visit from Stilling. — Slie therefore advised him, to come to 

S , as soon as his circumstances would admit, and that she 

would take it upon herself to introduce them to each other. 

Stilling had always manifested a certain rashness in all bis 
uridertakings, in this spirit he likewise acted on this occasion ; 
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the very next day after the receipt of Mrs. de la Rochets last 

communication, he started for S , and arrived June 95th 

1782 at her house, where he was received with much cordiality and 
friendship. She forthwith made the necessary preparations for 
an interview between Selma and Stilling ; wrote a billet to 
the colleague of Selnia's brothei* and his lady, a Mr, and Mrs. 
P her own intimate friends as well as of Selma, informing 

them of Stilling's arrival, and requesting tliem to come next 
morning about ten o'clock with Selma and her brother into Mrs. 

de la Roche's garden, and that Mr. P should accompany 

Stilling from his lodgings to the same place. 

All this was done according to request, Mrs. P called 

for Selma and Mr. de Florentin and Mr. P for Stilling. 

The latter conducted him througli the gate of the town along the 
wM into a beautiful garden. On entering he saw Selma dressed 
m an orange coloured silk-gown and a black straw hat walking 
in apparent nneasiness among the fruit-trees, wringing her hands 

in extreme agitation. In another place Mrs. P and Sel- 

ma*s brother were walking arm in arm. As Stilling approached 
them, they all stood still, that Mr. P might have an oppor- 
tunity of introducing him. After the usual compliments were 

passed, Mr. and Mrs. P and Selma's brother hastened into 

the garden-house, leaving Stilling and Selma to themselves. He 
approached her, offered her his arm, walking slowly forward. 
After a short pause he addressed her rather abruptly in the fol- 
lowing manner : "Miss de St Florentin, you are in some mea- 
sui-e acquainted with me fmm the published history of my life, 
you likewise know the object of my coming tiither ; I am poor, 
but have a sufficient income for a comfortable living ; my depart- 
ed wife has left uie two children, and my character is exactly as 
I have described it in the publication of my life. If you can 
make up your mind to become my wife, I would ask it as a fa- 
vor of you not to detain me a long while in doubt and uncertain- 
ty, being wont to take always the shortest possible coui*se for 
the attainment of my wishes. I hope you will not find any 
cause for repenting of your choice, 1 am endeavoring to walk 
in the fear of Ood, and shall do all in my power to make you 
happy.'* 
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SelmSf after having recovered from ber surprisey raised her 
expressive eyes full of sweetness upwartls« covered ber face with 
her fan and replied : "The will of Provi<lence is also my wilU'^-— 
During this conversation they had reached the garden-houset 
where Stilling was examined from all sides. Selma alone 
kept her eyes fixed on the groundy without speaking one 
word. Some time being spent in mutual discour^e^ the compa- 
ny separated after agreeing, that Selma and her brother should 
come that afternoon to Mrs. de la Rociie, in order to have further 
ctmversation on the subject which Stilling had proposed to her 
that morning. 

As soon as Mrs. de la Roche and Stilling were alone, she 
asked him : "how were you pleased with Selma ?" 

"She exceeds. by far my most sanguine expectations/' waa 
Stilling's reply. 

"I am glad to hear it/' said Mrs. de la Roche, "and I hoipe^ 
Providence has destined her for you.'' 

After dinner Selma did not arrive as it had been expectedy 
which ci*eated much uneasiness both to Stilling and Mrs. de la 
Roche ; but just as he began to g^ve way to the most gloomy 
desiMmdency, Mr. de St. Florentin entered with Selma his sister. 
Mrs. de la Roche took Mr. de St Florentin by the arm and led 
him into an adjoining parlor^ while Stilling conducted Selma to 
the sofa. 

"What has prevented Miss de St. Florentin from giving us 
the pleasure of her company somewhat earlier ? I really began 
to fear, you would deprive us altogether of this satisfaction /* 
was Stiiling's address. 

"I had promised to call on an acquaintance, and therefore 
could not be here before this time. But my sensations on the 
present occasion are indescribable !" 

"Have you come to a determination in regard to the subject 
I introduced to your consideration this morning ? and may I hope 
for a favorable conclusion ?" 

"If my mother makes no objection, I shall accede to 
your wishes.'' 

'•But your mother ?" 
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<<I do not expect «hc will make any objections/' 

This declaration of Selma created tlie more iivelv joy in SHU 
ling, the greater his fear had been oi a different solution of the 
drama. He arose, kissed her, and in tliat moment Mrs. de la 
Roche and Mr. de St Floi^ntin entered the room. 

*<Are you so far already ?'^ asked she, with a countenance 
beaming with joy. 

"Yes! — yes !" and with these words he led her to Mrs. de 
la Roche, who took both by the hand and said with eyes lifted up 
to heaven : 

"May God bless you, my children !" "If angels in heaven 
regard the things of this sublunary world, I have no doubt, 
your departed Christina views tlie present scene with heaven- 
ly rapture.*' 

This scene was indeed deeply affecting. Selma's brother 
ROW joined the group, his and Stilling^s heart united forever in 
tlie tender bonds of brotherly love. Mrs. de la Roche seated her- 
self on the sofa, took Selma on her lap, who hid her face in 
her friend's bosom, bedewing it with tears. This silent but af- 
fecting scene having continued for some time, they entered into 
conversation, and Stilling*s heart was drawn towards Selma with 
an almost irresistible foi*ce, though his acquaintance with her was 
short and he knew as yet little of the interesting incidents of her 
life. She on her pai't declared, that she entertained the highest 
pegard and esteem for him, and added with dignity : "I am re- 
solved, so to supply the place of your departed Christina in re- 
gard to her children, that on the great day of accounts I may 
meet her with them in the consciousness of having done my duty. 
After they had separated, Selma went to Rcichcnberg, whence she 
intended to go to her aunt at Kreuznach, to spend her bridal 
days in that place. When he had returned to Rittersburg, and 
maturely reflected on the occurrences of the last few days, his 
mind was greatly agitated, because he had not mentioned a word 
of his debts; he acknowledged it was an almost unpardon- 
able fault, if you please to give that name to an omission 
of duty, which it was morally impossible to fulfill. Selma knew 
Stilling merely as an author and from general report, she had 
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seen him on the day of their engagementy for the first time; 
what is generally called love among yoong people, was here 
out of question, he therefoi*e was aware, that Selma would never 
have consented to marry him, should he have disclosed the 
state of his finances at tliat time ; but he also felt, how fatal to 
their future happiness the discovery of his debts would prove, if 
made at a time, wlien it would be no longer in her power to retract, 
and yet he had not resolution enough to make the disclosui-e. 

While he was troubled in his mind on account of these things, 
he received a letter from her, and was astonished at the spirit 
which it breathed, the free flow of sentiment it contained, and at 
tiie correctness and order of style, whieh were imprinted on 
every line. 

Soon after, the consent of Selma's mother arrived, and was 
communicated to him. He accordingly went to Rreuznach, 
with the intention of spending a few days with his bride, and of 
becoming better acquainted with her. This visit proved a new 
source of satisfaction to him in observing, how richly the frater- 
nal love of God had rewarded him for all his severe and long 
sufferings. Still he could not prevail with himself, to disclose 
his debts, he therefore supplicated God in frequent prayei*s> to 
direct matters in such a way as to take a favorable turn. 

Two days previous to his departure from Kreuznacb, as he 
was sitting with Selma and her aunt in the hall in the morning, 
tlie letter-carrier entered, and handed Selma a letter, which she 
immediately opened ; after she had read part of it, he observed, 
that paleness was spreading over her countenance, she arose 
and called her aunt into the adjoining room, but soon returned, 
and walked up to her own chamber. After a while her aunt 
likewise came back into tlie hall, and informed him, that a friend 
of Selina's had mentioned to her, that he was deeply involved in 
debt, that Selma had expt*essed some surprise at it ^ it was 
therefore highly necessary he "hould give her a suitable expla- 
nation of the subject ; she also added : urany men of excellent 
character have the same misfortune, this circumstance ought not 
to create any unpleasant feelings much less a separation— «and 80 
forth. — Stilling therefore went upstairs to her, but with a sen- 
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sation not unlike that of a criminaU who k brought before his 
judge, to hear his sentence pronounced. When he entered the 
room, he found her seated behind a small table, her head resting 
on her hand. 

<?Pardon me, my -dearest Selma,** he began, *<that I have 
said nothing of my debts, I have wished to unburden my- 
self but have not been able to muster sufficient courage, for if I 
had, I am sure, you would never have consented to become mine. 
Yet in my distress, I have this great consolation, that they have 
not arisen from prodigality and extravagance ;« in my present 
situation I am able to make considerable money, and I am un- 
remitting in my labors; if we are economical, we have a prospect 
of paying the debts, and should I die before they are paid, you 
know, that no one can make a lawful demand on you in re- 
gard to them.— Tou will therefore losb nothing,except that you will 
have some hundred guilders less income per year, which must go 
towards the payment of the debts, the remaining thousand guil- 
ders will be amply sufficient for our subsistence. However, dea- 
rest Selma, 1 do not hesitate to declare you free from your en- 
gs^m^nt to me, I give up every claim — whatever may be the 
consequence to myself — in case, you repent of your promise.'* 

Selma arose from her seat in great emotion, and with an af- 
fectionate look replied : <*You need be under no apprehension 
that I shall retract my promise, God, as I believe, has destined 
me, to bear the burden with you-^only have courage, with 
his gracious assistance, we shall overcome this difficulty.'' 

The reader may probably represent to himself Stilling's sen- 
sations at this address, tears rushed into his eyes, and overcome 
by his feelings, he embraced her with these words : "Tou are in- 
deed an angel of God !" They then went down stairs together; 
Iter aunt was delighted with the fortunate turn this_very disa- 
greeable and dangerous affair had taken,and comforted both from 
the treasury of her own experience. 

How wisely did Divine Providence again direct Stilling's af- 
fairs, on this critical occasion ! — Will any one say, that God is 
not a prayer hearing and prayer answering God? — An earlier 
discovery would probably have derived him of Selma, and a 
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hrter one would doubtlesd kavo created much uneasiiress and 
rexaUon. 



CHAPTER VIII, 

Stilling returned perfectly satisfied and happy to Ritters- 
biirg, where he made the necessary preparations for the wedding, 
which was to take place at the house of Selina's aunt at Krcuz- 
nach. 

All things being in readiness, he went to Kreuznach August 
the 14th 1782. On his arrival he was received in the most af- 
fectionate manner by Selma, who now not only esteemed but 
also loved him. The marriage-ceremony was performed August 

16th by Inspector W a friend of Stilling, in the presence of 

a few mutual acquaintances. The next day a Jaunt of pleasure 
into the Rhinegow was proposed and accepted by the wedding 
guests. It was a truly delightful excursion, every where objects 
met the eyes, calculated to give the highest gratification and en- 
tertainment to minds possessed of sensibility. In the evening on 
their return, one part of the company among whom was Selma, 
were in imminent danger of losing their lives from the careless- 
ness of the boatmen who were intoxicated, and therefore most 
shamefully neglected their duty.* But the eye of Providence 
watched over his wife and her companions, so that they finally 
landed without receiving any injury. 

A few days afterwards he returned to Rittersburg, ac- 
companied by Selma and her aunt ; when they had reached half 
way, they were met by the students, who manifested their parti- 
cipation in his joy by the delivery of a well written poem. Thus 
commenced a new period in his domestic life, Selma immediate- 
ly sent for his two children from Zweybruken, and undertook 
their education with the faitlifulness of a mother. At the same 
time she represented to him the necessity of taking upon herself 
the superintendence of the household expenses, which he willing- 
ly gave into her hands. The beneficial consequences of this ar- 
rangement soon became visible, his children were well clothed, 
and every thing was conducted with the greatest order and econ- 
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oiny, Evory friend was wdcomo at his tablc^ his honse became 
the asylum of a number of young men, many of whom were there 
preserved from danger, while others wore called back to the 
path of virtue, and snatched from impending ruin* 

Notwithstanding all this, his purse was never empty, and 
Selma now laid a plan for the liquidation of his debts ; the in- 
terest of the whole was regularly paid, and a part of the princi- 
pal of that contracted at Rittersburg. The whole of the lat- 
ter was discharged in less than three years, after which money was 
sent to Shonentlial, which silenced his creditors in that city in 
some measure; in short, his long and severe sufferings in conse- 
quence of his debts at length terminated. And though imimrtuning 
lcttei*s still arrived from time to time, Selma answered them in a 
manner, which could not fail to satisfy every reasonable creditor. 

While these tilings were going on, many circumstances oc- 
curred, which greatly circumscribed his sphere of action : his 
activity and the number of his publications, which had been well 
received by the public, produced much Gnvy: many attempted tq 
place him in an unfavorable light as much as possible, and though 
he was very active in promoting the best interests of the institu-r 
tion and the welfare of the community, among which he lived, 
either no notic^e was taken of it» or his o^ost salutary measures 
were decryed ; and whenever the court or any other bodies poli- 
tic were wilting to acknowledge his merits, pci*sons were always 
found ready to prevent it. To this ought to he added, tiiat 
lie was very desirous of executing and teaching his system 
of iK»litical economy without the intcrfoi'cnce of others, which in 
bis present situation was impossible. Bcfudes his income was 
too small, Ui enable him to make provision for his family, which 
became a favorite project with him, now that his debts were no 
longer oppressive to him. These circumstances combined ex- 
cited a wish in his mind, that a more advantageous situation 
might offer ; though he was satisfied and pleased with his pre- 
sent calling, as long as it should please Providence to continue 
him there, for his difficulties could not be called sufferings, as 
they only limited him in his activity. 

In tlie year 1784 the Elector resolved, to unite the Atadc- 

Kk 
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my at Rittcrsbnrg with the ancient unirepslty at Hidleberg, 
which had always hccn the universal wish of its teachers. 
This translocation actually took place in the autumn of the 
same year. Stilling^s situation was thereby in some measure 
improveiU his sphere of action was enlari^ecl, and his income 
somewhat increased ; hut not so as to enable him to make provi- 
sion for his family ; and envy, the baneful effects of which he 
had experienced in some measure at Rittcrsburg, fell with re- 
doubled weight upon him at Hidleberg ; though he also found 
many and important friends in the latter city, and enjoyed the 
good will of the pul)lic, chiefly on account of his success as 
oculist, iwrforming all operations gratuitously. To this ought 
to be added the esteem which he enjoyed from all the memhei'S 
of the university, and that at length his unremitting zeal and 
faithfulness reached the ears of the Elector, who assured him of 
his protection and favor by sending him the diploma of privy 
counsellor without his pi'cvious knowledge, and without the pay- 
ment of any fees. 

About this time Mr. Fredenberg departed this life. The im- 
mediate cause of his death was dropsy in the chest. Selma had 
succeeded previous to his decease in convincing him of Stil- 
ling^s honorable intentions,and of the prospect he had of paying his 
debts; lie therefore died perfectly satisfied and with the resig- 
nation of a christian, which he was in the full sense of the word. 
Peace be with his ashes! — 

The German society at Manhime elected Stilling as a sitting 
member, a circumstance which obliged him to go every fortnight 
with Iris friend the church counsellor Mieg to Manhime to at- 
tend the sessions of the society, which journies afforded him an 
agreeable relaxation fi*om his studies and an opportunity of still 
enlarging his acquaintance wrth gentlemen of learning and re- 
spectability. 

In the autumn of 1786 the university of Hidleberg celebrat* 
ed her fourth centennial Jubilee with great spleiMlor.oii which oc- 
casion a vast multitude from all parts of Germany assenvided. 
*Sti11ingwas chosen orator of the day by the statistical -economical 
Academy, and having ]>reparcd himself can^ully for the o( casiou. 
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lie ddlvcred his oration with uncommon applause* Having left 
the rostnim his Excellency the minister de Obenidorf, the repre- 
sentative of his Electoral Highness expressed his thanks to him 
for the oration in the mast obliging terms, and the first men of 
the Palatinate who were assembled on this occasion embraced 
him, whose example m as foUowed by the deputies of the imperial 
fi'ee cities and of tlie universities. 

Stilling was much gratified at these marks of attention and 
resiiect ; he perceived that God was with him and pern;it- 
ted him to enjoy a portion of lionor» after m^iiy bitter cii|)s 
of trials and sufferings. At the same time he was fully sensible, 
tliat to God alone was due all praise for this enjoyment : since 
his talents weiH) his gift, and he likewise had enabled him to cul- 
tivate them. Henceforth he enjoyed tlie esteem and regard of 
all influential men in the Palatinate, and this moment appear- 
eil likewise to have been fixed upon by Divine Providence to 
phice him in that situation for which he had been preparing these 
last fourteen years. 

The Landgrave of Hessecassel had t*csolved, to place the 
univeraity of Marburg on a respectable footing, and for that pur- 
poso had called a number of learned mett,to fill professor's chaii*s 
at tliis seat of the Muses: and desirous of having also the Statis- 
tic-economical department filled with a teacher, had invited sev- 
eral gentlemen, to accqit this professorship, but various circum- 
stances had prevented them from acceding to his wishes. 

In the autumn of 178.6 Mr. Leske of Leipzig accepted the 
call* but on his journey to Marburg was seriously injured 
by a fall, the consequences of which occasioned his 
death one week after his arrival in that city. Stilling had been 
frequently talked of, as a man, capable of filling the chair, but 
several persons of influence had been opposed to him on tlie 
gifiund, that a novel-writer would not be a auitable man to 
fill so important a station. But in vain are the attempts of men, 
to resist the plans of Divine Providence. In the month of Fcb- 
iiiary \7S7 lie rtn^eived the call from the Landgrave, notwith- 
standing all opposition, with a salary of twelve htuidi'cd rix-doU 
lars or two thousand one hundred and sixty imperial guilders, 
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and the promise of an ample provistoti far Ms widow in case of 
liis death. 

lie accepted this call with gratitude towards his heavenly 
guide, father and protector ; all his wishes wei*o realized^ he 
could now complete his system and teach it without any inte^ 
ruption, and hoped, that his salary wt)uld afford him means of 
making suitable provision for his family. His children were three 
in number: the son and daughter of the first marriage were nearly 
grown up. He permitted his daughter to stay a year amoi^ 
the relatives of her departed mother, but placed his son in a pri- 
vate Academy under the care of a respectable clergyman in the 
neighborhood of Heilbron. Selraa had brought him three chil- 
dren, of whom however one son and a daughter had died atHi- 
dleberg, his youngest child, a girl of about one year oM, he took 
with him to Marburg. 

He started for the place of his def^tinatton about Easier 
1787; in Frankfort he stopt with his tried and faithful friend 
Kraft^ who rejoiced at the pleasing termination of his severe 
trials : at Marburg he met with a most affectionate reception 
from all the members of the university: it appeared to him, as If 
he were returning to his own acquaintances and country. Even 
those, who had been opposed to his call, became his wann friends, 
as soon as they knew him, for their opposition to him had 
originated in the purest motives. 

Having entered upon the duties of his new office in reliance 
on the divine assistance and all matters in his household heing 
properly arranged, his heart urged him, to send for his father, 
whose place of residence was only a few leagues distant from 
Marburg; he therefore invited him by letter to speml some time 
with him, as his own engagements prevented him fi*om Tisiting 
his father. The good old man having assured his son, that he 
would bo pleased to come, he made the necessary prepara- 
tions through his cousin, the son of John Stilling, who was over- 
seer of the mines at DiHenburg. 

Great would have been his joy if his uncle John could 
have been of the party, but God had called him a year pre- 
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vtous from liis Ubera into his rrat, mnA liwl aflSHK^d kini another 
splicro of activity ii^.a hotter woriiL 

On a ftno summer day 'b aftci*noaii, 178rt as he was enf a/^ccl 
in lecturing on Tochnolc^y, several young gentlemen^ stadents 
of tiie University^ entci^cd his lecture-i-oom.f announcing the 
arrival of his father. IIo forthwith closed the lecture^ and 
sensntions of various kinds rusiied tlirough his mind, while 
he walked down stairs in deep silence, accompanied by all 
the students* Selma bad meanwhile received her father-in-law 
most aifectionately at the door of tiic houses and conducted him 
and his compani(m the overseer of the n^iiies into a parlor* 
and was gone for Iier child to present it to its grandfatlier, when 
Stilling entered with his retinue. Opposite the door stood his 
cousin, and a little to his left William Stilling, bent down witfi 
age, his hat in his hands, and his venerable face, marked deep- 
ly by care and various troubles with furrows and wrinkles. 
Cautious* and with that baslifulness peculiar to himself, lie 
Inoked at his approaching son, who drew nigli his father with ar- 
dent affection, while the crowd of students had arranged them- 
tielvesl>ehind him, smiling with piU'ticipating joy« Having for 
some moments viewed each other, they met in a silent and affec- 
tioifato ambraee. Being somewiiat composed, Henry began : 

'^Father ! you look a vast deal older tliau wlien I saw yon 
thirteen yesu^ ago !'' 

'•Very true, my son." 

^Honored fatlier, I hope you will address me in your 
accustomed language, I am your son, and I am proud of it.-'- 
Yoiir prayers and your education have made me what I am, 
'Witiiout your help I would be nothing.^' 

««Well, well ! let tliia be so God has done all ! To him be 

aU the praise f 

^It appearo to me, as if I stood before my grand-father, 
you resemble him indeed very n»ucb." 

<*I resemble him in appearance, as well as in mind, — I en- 
joy tliat inward peace, which he enjoyed, and in my actions I 
endeavor to take him for my example." 
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«Ilow rovgli and stiff are your bands— my dear faUier! hate 
you to work so hard for your subsistence?'^ 

He smiled in lather Stiliing*8 fashion and replied : <'I am a 
farmer, and accustomed to work, it Is my calling, be not uneasy 
about it, my Son !*' I have, t'is true, to labor hainl for my subsis- 
tence, however I am not in want.— 

Stilting tiien shook hands with his cousin, and wMle in the 
act of conversation with him, Selma entered with her little daugh- 
ter in her arms. The aged father took hold of her hand, and 
said with great emotion : **May the Almighty bless thee, my 
child.^* — Selma sat down, cast a scrutinizing look over the whole 
circle, and shed silent teal's. 

Gradually the crowd dispersed, the yoimg gentlemen left 
the house, and Stilling's friends at Marburg commenced calling 
on liis father, who was treated by them with great politeness and 
respect. God will reward them for this kindness, so worthy 
their benevolent hearts. 

William s])ent several days with his son, and repeatedly 
declared : ttiat this short season appeared to him like an ante- 
past of heaven ! Content and happy ho returned Immuo accom- 
panied by his nephew. 

Stillillg^s abode at Marburg was perfectly happy, and hfe 
pmfessional labors were crowned with success. His mamed life 
was a ccmtinued source of the most refined enjoyment, which can 
be ffunid on earth ; for Selma loved him with her wlude soul : 
and as his long continued sufferings had excited his nervous sen- 
sibility to such a degree, that he was always dreading some ter- 
rible evil , her constant endeavor was to exhilarate him and to 
wipe away his tears. Unconscious and without affectation, she is 
the life of every company ; and a faithful mother to his children 
of the first marriage. — Though she is op]M)sed to my saying any 
thing publicly in her favor, yet I own it to myself andto roy 
readers, that I should say something more of the excellency of 
her character to the praise of God ; I have therefore, unknown 
to her, di*awn the following picture of her |)ermni and chai^acter, 
which 1 liciewith present to the reader. She is ratlter short in 
siuturc; of a pleasing and animated countenance, and Iter sweet 
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bhie eyes beam wHh beneftcent fendc^rncsfi towards every no- 
ble heart She possessefian excellent judgment in all things, 
so that her huKband frequently asks her advice when be feani* 
that his precipitate disp<igition will lead him to rash and ine<m- 
siderate actions, and he has never found cause to regret it, Slie 
is an enlightened christian, enthusiastic in love to Cliod ami tl»c 
Redeemer; and charitable towards mankind, and her economical 
disposition doth not pt*event her from performing those acts of 
beneficence aud liberality,which the religion of Christ inculcates. 
She is ofa modest and retiring disposition, and al\^ ays desires to 
appear dependent on tier husbaml, even wlicn he follows her ad- 
vice ; she never attempts to shine, but still she pleases wherever 
she makes bet- appeamnce, and possesses the happy art of mak- 
ing every one feel at ease in her company. But I must refrain 
my pen : "May Gml give such a wife to all, whom he loves!'^ 
said Gcetz of Berlichingen of his Maria, and so says Stilling of 
bis Selma. 

Besides this domestic blessing. Stilling has also a considera- 
ble income, so that all gnawing cares for UIm subsistence are ban- 
islied from his idwelling. God's blessing accompanies his pro- 
fessional calling — but little ought to be spoken on this subject, 
the bonorablc man and tlie christian is attentive to his calling, and 
leaves the event to God* 

He continues at Marburg the operations of the eye,and more 
than one hundred pei^ons afDictcd witli the cataract — for 
the most part from the poor and laboring classes-— have, with 
the assistance of God, received tiieir sight, and with it, 
the ability of making a living for tbemselves and families, Tlie 
assurance, of having been tlie iastrument in the hand of God of 
reRtoring comfort to so many families is to him a source of never 
failing satisfaction. His heart beats with rapture, when the poor 
man, who has for a long time been deprived of his sight, with 
grateful feelings squeezes his haixl and directs him for his re- 
wanl to Uie rich inheritance of the siiiritual world. Blessed be 
the remembrance of that woman, who compelled him to perform 
the firat of these beneficent operations. Without her he would 
tiotiiave become so useful an iustruraent in the hand of the father 
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of thi^ poor and the blind ! Blessed be tiie memory of the Wfir- 
thy MoKtr)r ! May bi» spirit in the fields of light in the paradise 
of God enjoy the bliasfnl sensation of tlie friend of man ! 

Young man, whosoever thoii art, that readest this, cartfidljr 
watcli orer and chcnsli every germ of virtne in thy sonl ! nuitje 
it with the greatest care, that it may grow into a tree of life 
bearing twelve kinds of frnits : if Providence assigns thee A 
Qscfui calling, pursne it with diligence ; but if a desire arises in 
thy heart to sow the seeds of happiness for tliy fdlow-creat- 
ores, in a manner unconnected with tliy profession, or If Pro* 
vidence opens a door to thee for that purpose, do not neglect the 
heavenly call, though it should be connected witli much labor 
and trouble to thyself, for nothing brings us nearer to GtMi than 
beneficence. 

ftut beware of false tliough fashionable activity. The 
slave of sensuality covers his uncleanness with the white-wash of 
humanity; lie professes to do good every where, without in real- 
ity knowing what is good; he raises the imwoi-thy to office, by 
which he doth infinite mischief to the community. In a similar 
manner acts the proud priest of his own reason, which though in 
itself frail, weak, and often erring, he elevates above every thing 
else; he would be an Autocrat in tlie moral creation, and builds 
up his system with uniiewn stones aud untempered mortar. 

Young man! open thy lieart, and suffer thy understanding 
to be enlightened by the divine light of truth! Be pure in heart, 
and thou shalt sec Gt>d! and when thou beholdest this fountiun 
of light, thou wilt also see the straight ami narrow path, which 
leadeth to life; pray every morning to God, that he may give 
thee an opportunity of doing good, and if ttKiu findestotie, em- 
tirace it with all thy heart, and rest assured, that God will assist 
thee; and if thou hast succeeded, return tliauks unto him in thy 
closet for it. 

Before I close I feel ! ought to say a word to my i*eader. ft 
is a didicnlt task, to write the biogi*aphy of one still living; every 
m«in has his foibles, faults atul follios, and even sins accompany 
him tJirouoih lift', which arc froqucntly of such a nature^ tliat 
they cannot well be laid before the public ; thciefoie the man, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



265 

wbofie life is described^ appears in a more favorable light than be 
oH^ht : on the other hand it is likewise impossible to say all the 
good he does or has done^ lest he should appear ostentatious. 
However I do not mean to write Henry Stilling's whole life and 
actions, but rather how Providence has led him through the dif- 
ficulties and dangers of life. The great Judge will on the day of 
account lay his many faults on the golden scales of the sanctuaiyy 
his little good in the other, and thy eternal love, O merciful 
Saviour ! will accept him through the atonement which thou hfNit 
made on the tree of the cross. 

LI 
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HENRY STIXLilNG. 



FIFTH BOOK. 



jSlents JfttiUitifi'fii Apprentice nt»v». 



CHAPTER L 

Dear Header and friend or Stilling ! You maj take the title^ 
.<*Hciiry Stilling':! apprentice years'' in what sense you please* 
He has hitherto been a teacher himself and has served in that 
capacity from the ranks upwards; he commenced as village 
schoolmaster at Zellberg, and ended as Professor at Marburg. 
But he has been at the same time a scholar and an apprentice in 
the work-shop of the best and greatest of masters,, time will soon 
show, whether he may become a journeyman — ^to rise higher, 
would be impossible, in as much as we all have but one msister 
and can have no more. 

Stilling was at that time firmly persuaded that the professor- 
ship of Political Economy was the calling for which Providence 
had prepared him from his youth, and that Marburg was the 
place where he was to labor, until the Lord should see fit to call 
him from the field of action. This conviction was very satisfac- 
tory, and stimulated him to exertions in faithfully discharging the 
duties of his calling: he wrote his large work on State polity, his 
compend on the Science of Finances, his Compendium Camerale 
Practicum, his Fundamental Doctrine of State Economy; Henry 
Stilling'^ domestic life ; besides many other small treatises and 
pamphlets on vai*ious subjects ; lie likewise relieved many, who 
where afflicted with deceases of the eye and the cataract He lec- 
tured daily four and even Ave hours, and his correspondence in- 
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ereaied ft-om jrearto year^ so that he wtA obliged to Idior hard, 
that no part of bis daties mif^t be neglected|but in the maltipticily 
of his engagements lie found great relief in the friendly and neigh- 
borly disposition of the inhabitants of Marburg* This ancient city 
issituatedonttedecliTilyaf a^Piountafn^tbe browoC which is a- 
domed by an ancient castle. Its narrow streets & iiidificrent buil- 
dings leave an unpleasant impression on the mind of tlie passing 
stranger, but whoever had m opportunity of becoming acquaint- 
ed with the pleasant state of society in that city, will ac- 
knowkdge^ that siBular cordiality and disintereiited friendship 
are seldom to be met with in any other place. The Beauties of 
jpature, which surround the town Ukewise contribute their share 
in making an abode at Marburg pleasant and agreeable. The 
first family, which opened the arms of friendship to Stilling and 
Sdma was that of Professor Coing^ Dr. Cmng was proJTessor 
of theology, and a real christian, a man of a friendly, mild, pleas- 
ing and benevtdent disposition ; his lady was likewise an emi- 
nently pious woman, and resembled her husband very much hi 
disposition and character ; her family name was Doisin^* They 
H^re both descendants of French refugees. They bad feilr chil- 
dren, one son and three daughters, all of whom had reached the 
years of maturity ; the names of the daughters were ; Elisa, Ma- 
ria and Amdta, the son was called Justus, he was a student of di*- 
vinity : They all resembled their parents in character, were el- 
atnples of christian and domestic virtue ; and the whole family 
led a very retired life. 

Many were the causes which cemented the bond of friendship 
between the families ; Going and Stilling were countrymen, re- 
latives on both sides had intermarried ; Parson Kraft at Frank- 
fort, Stiiling's old and faithful friend was a brother-in-law of 
Mr. Coiitg ; and what is more than all, the families on botU 
sides were christians ; for where the spirit of Christianity reigiis^ 
hearts become united by this. bond of perfectfon in a manner, 
which far exceeds every bond of consanguinity : and happy is 
he, who has made this blessed experience. Selma became imrti- 
cularly attached to Elisa Going: equality of age, and probably 
other causes depending on the character of these two ladies, laid 
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flM^fofiftiiltionl of the d(]ftfestfH«nifohip 9tt(i iih^inlirj. StWiiig^iit 
fdM wmrmiieh afRscted durittg tb&^Bt winter «f IHm stayiit 
Mkrbarg by hid o^ertrhelming liu»inei9f) »«h1 by* tkie craiiqii In life 
itoiiiSclif'so IMI he lost hid cheerftiivims> and b<^»me etti%*m«!f;)r> 
mekmcfaoly* SefMa therefom persuaded htm t<i umh^take a 
Jniii-ney' dnHhg the BaBter-rac^ion to her rdatiinifif Ih FiiMiCMja 
niA ](fM Scfabifl. In the spHng ot 1788 be sat mit on this joai*- 
nby Accomp^meAby a stud^iit fi-om Amp^ch. In tkm cit}^ he r^ 
ritekl the lyric pdet Uz. He eiitefred the house with some reserve; 
tiiepoet, a man of smsril stature and sotnewhat corpulent' met hiill 
with distant p^Iitenesfr and natyrally waited For the stranger to 
ilithiduce himself. No sooner was this over* when tlie worfhry, 
iged man embnlced him with these words : «< You are then Hen-^ 
ly Stitfingj I am gtad to see Che man, whom Providence so 
Wonderfully directs^ and wIh) with so much franlcness pntfrases 
Me religion of Christ and so courageously defends its principles**^ 
They then conversed about poe<s and poetry; on taking lra«e 
Uz embraced hini again with these worirfo : «<ftfay God bleM« 
strengthen and preserve you ! Cease not to defend the^caiise of re» 
liglon and to follow our heat^ and redeemer in bearing Ms crnss ! 
Our present time requires such men, and the i4si^g genei^nlMi 
^I neefd them stiH more ! In a better lif^i we shall mdet eaoti 
nAher again with joy !" Stilling returned to his lodgingH deeply 
kflascled and stretfgthened by this vi^t. 

tJss» Cramer and Klopstock will probably be the Asaphs^ 
ifenuiris and Jedithiinji in the temple of the New Jerusalem^ 

The next niorning Stilling i*ode fifteen miles further to Ko* 
math^n a Tillage not far from DunkelsbuliL Having arrived at 
liie patronage; he knocked at the gate, which was opened by the 
parson^ a handsome man of a dark comiilextony who was exceed«- 
lAgly sut*prised at seeing his breather Stifling, having no tntfrnat- 
tton of his visit. His wife meanwMte was engaged in domestic 
occupations, and was not morh pleased to be interrupted by a vi^ 
sitor, she however received the stmnger with her usual polite- 
ness ; but when he called her sister and salluted her rn the nartie 
of Selma she sunk in his embrace. StiH ing spent several happy 
days with brother Hobach &nd ^stcr Sc^iia, wIm> accoAipanted 
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her brother-in-law to Wallerstine, the residence of her own brd- 
tber ; at OettSngen they passed the chureb-yard^ where Selina's 
and Sophia's father sleeps^ and at Baldingcn they visited the 
grave of their mother and in both places paid the tinbute of gratefal 
remembrance to the memory of these dear relatives. IV hen prince 
Ernst of Wallerstine had heard of bis arrivaU he invited him to 
the princely table during his stay ; which invitation Stilling ac- 
cepted In regard to dinners only» but reserved his evening hours 
for the circle of his friends. After an agreeable stay often days at 
Wallerstine he sat out on his journey for home. At Frankfurt he 
found his daughter Hannah at the house of his friend Kraft. She 
liiid been for some time with her relatives in the country of the 
lower Rhine, both were rejoiced to meet again after so long 
a separation. From Frankfort they traveled together to Gies- 
sen, whither Selma, Mr. Going and Elisa, had come to meet thero^ 
in whose eompany they returned to Marburg. About this time 
the tutor of two young counts arrived at Marburg where his pu- 
pils were to study umler his direction and superintendence. I 
shall call him Rashman. He was a candidate of Theok>gy» 
k man of extraordinary talents 9 of a penetrating judgment, 
biglily polished manners, and of great mental powers. He 
was likewise a severe critic of all men with whom iie came 
in contact ; to ivtudy a man^s character was his favorite occu- 
pation ; in every company he watched the words and actioas of 
all persons present with an eagle's eye, and then gave a decid- 
ed opinion of their character ; exercise in this art bad enabled 
him to judge With much precision, though his judgments were 
not always guided by charity. He had however given tlie 
young counts a most excellent education, and they now i*aiik a- 
mong the best characters of the age. Mr» Rashman had been 
in close connection with a certain secret society, and had there 
chiefly obtained his knowledge of human nature. He was fond 
of parade and of a good table, and always drank the best wines. 
In his intercourse with others he was very exact^difficult to please^ 
choleric, and a hard master to servants. This singular man 
sought Stilling*s friendship, he and the two young counts attend- 
ed Ms lectures, and pud weekly several visits at his house. Stil- 
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ling was frequently invited to dine with theniv and found miH^i 
pleasure in his conver8ation» though their rdigioue sentiments 
were not in harmony. In the course of the summer of 1788 Mr. 
Mieg» church counsellor at Hidleberg and his lady paid a visit to 
Stilling and Selma. The honesty, the unceasing activity in do* 
inggood and the afiectionately beneficent heart of counsellor 
Mieg, had. made a favorable imprressioii upon the mind of Stil- 
ling«and a similar disposition had ledMrs.Mieg and Selma into the 
bonds of the most intimate friendship. This visit not only united 
the two families still more closely* but had likewise an im- 
portant influence upon Stilling's philosophical System and whole 
nanner of thinking. In consequence of having adopted the 
system of WolFs and Leibnitz's Philosophy, he could not rid him^ 
self of the doctrine of fatalism: for twenty years he had been con- 
tending with this giant by prayer and supplication to the Lord, 
without being able to slay him. The freedom of the will and of 
human actions he had always asseitted in his writings and be- 
lieved against all the objections of his own i*eason, and continued 
to pray, though fatalism whispered into his ear, thy prayers are 
of no avail, for what God has decreed, must come to pass whether 
thou prayestornot. And though he had experienced various proofs 
of answers to his prayers, fatalism would reply : '^These are mere 
aecidental incidents." Whaik a temptation ! All the delights of 
religion, its promises for the present and the future world, our 
only comfort in life«in sufferings and in death, become a deluding 
image of the imaginatioti, as soon as \ve listen to the insinuations 
of fatalism. Mieg effected Stilling's enlargement from the hor- 
rors of this prison, by accidentally mentioning a certain treatise 
on Kant's Piiilosophy, which had pleased him much, and by 
adducing one. of the postulates of Rant's etlitcal system: that we 
should always act in such a manner, that the maxim of our con- 
doet may be universally right and applicable. 

This excited StUling's attention, the novelty of the senti- 
ment made a deep impression on his mind, and he resolved, to 
read Rant's works, which he had hitherto refrained from doing, 
because the study of a new system of ])hilosophy and especially 
tliat of Rant, had appeared to him incon4>attble with his duties. 
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He nataraUy crniunmifleA with Kaiit*s Crittf}iM of piwe reaaoit^be 
MnMiily>cn«ipneh^n(1cd its meaning, wfalck «t imce ended biscott^ 
fli^t wkfa falaliflm. Kant frovefl in that work, tivat huoMin rea- 
wm knows siotbing beyond the boundaries of tliat worM to 
winch e»r anises peach ; that this reason always contradicts it- 
self tn attempting to judge of supernatural thit^ aocordtng to 
|tt*inclples applicable ofily to sensible objects, in short, tbiB book 
is a cmnplete commentary on tlie woi^s of the Apostle: ^<the na- 
tural man i. e« the unconverted nian» receives not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him.'^ Ho 
describe 4he satisfaction which Stilling experienced in conae- 
qaence of this discovery wonid be in vain ; hitho^ it had been 
grierows to him to think, tiiat human reason, this inesthniMe 
gtft# irhieh distitiguislies us from the brute croation, should be 
op|iQsed to religion, which was dearer to him than life; bnt now 
he Caund evei^ thing as it ought to be $ he discovered the fean- 
tain of every spiritual truth, in tlie revelation of G«d to mftit, i* 
fw in the Bible, and the fountain of all thoM tnithsy whioh be^ 
long to and are necessary for this natural life, in nature anil in 
veason. In a letter which Stilling wrote to Kant, heexpreaaeri 
his ftpiprobation of this principle : and in Kant^a answ^* hefomd 
tlie following important expression : ^*Yoo do wdl to seek peaoe 
and rest of mind solely in the gospel, for it is a never ffilliiq; 
fountain of all those truths, which, when reason has exhausted all 
tier resources, are no where to be found, but in that bleased 
volame.'* Aftei*ward Stilling read Kant^s Critique of practkat 
Reason and then his Religion within the bounds of Reason. At first 
he thonglit he had found probability in both these works ; bvt 
after a closer examination he observed, tliat Kant did not ^eek 
the fountain of supernatural truths in the gospel, but in tive mof^ 
al structure of our nature. But how is it possible, that tbis UMir- 
al sense which bids the Mexican to bring human sacrticestothe 
Gods; which urges the Iroquois or Delawar Indian to scalp and 
murder innocent women and children, could be considered 
as the fountain of truths which lie beyond the sphere of our sen- 
ses ? But if it be objected, not the corfnipt but the pare moral 
sense is this fountain, I answer: The pure moral principle is a 
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ifsfp W^^^J^ t|ieoi3etical ci^aci^ to discen^ goodi>fiBom eril^ 
b^jt .where i^ the faw, who is iti possession of this pare capacity 7 
% all are by nature depraved and oft times led' astray by ma- 
igr errorsy so that they mistake ctU for good^ and good for evih 
Bnt before our moral sense can be regarded as an infallible guide 
in liuman actions^ our moral nature itself must be corrected^which 
can be done only through the influence of revealed truth. It 
is undeniable^ that every postulate of morality is an imme* 
diate revelation from God ; and what the wisest of pagans knew 
cm tliis subject, they derived indirectly from the light of re- 
velation. Stilling however was tiiankful for the knowledge which 
be bad gained from the reading of Rant's critique of pure rea* 
floiYy and it is his sincere opinion, that tliis book is and remains 
t^ only ppmble philosophy, this word being takeininits usual 
acceptation. 

Though Stilling was perfectly satisfied on that Itead, a still 
greater danger threatened him : his connection with Rashman 
fjuniliarized him with ideas, which singly considered, did not 
9SfttLr dangerous, but which, when taken as a whole and in their 
cwi^equences were calculated to lead him first to Socinianismt 
tben to Deiism, thence to^aturalism, and finally to Atheism. His 
heavenly guide however did not suffer him to fall so low, but it 
WHsbad enough, that he began to consider .the atonement of Christ 
9$ fan oriental figure of the moral merits of the Messiah* 

^RashmAn represented these ideas with so much warmth and 
reverence toward the Redeemer, and with so much apparent 
vjbve to him, that Stilling began to be convinced of their truth. 
J^irt his religious ideas and experience were so deeply rooted 
j|i^.hi»^^h<\l^ existence, that his defection could not well proceed 
,Wy fai'tber. 

This situation lasted almost a year, and a certain lady of 
great piety will still recollect of having received about that time 
aJett^r from him, in consequence of which she Withdrew her 
friendship and esteem, unUl he again adopted more script- 
lund sentiments on this subject. When he began to come to 
himself, he observed with astonishment, how far his heart 
bad removed from the simplicity of the gospel ; that sinful and 

Mm 
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9ensiial inclinations again were rising in his mlndt and iliat 
the peace of God* wliicii passeth all understanding* was l>ecom- 
ing daily more faint in his souU The faithful Sliepherd how- 
ever led hirn again into the right path* and the sequel of his his^ 
tory will show, what means were employed to effect this purpose. 



CHAPTER IL 

In the winter of ITSS the countess of Stolberg-Wernigerode 
invited Stilling, to pay her a visit during the next Easter-vaca- 
tion. He replied* that if there were any blind in that neighbor- 
hood afflicted with the cataract he would come, but on no other 
condition. This caused the count of Wernigerode to publish in 
his territories, that all persons afflicted with this disease should 
assemble the week before Easter at his castle, as he expected a 
visit from an eminent oculist from Marburg. 

When Stilling received the assurance that such patients 
might be expected, he undertook the journey on horse- 
back and arrived on Good Friday evening at the castle 
of Wernigerode, where he was received with uncommon 
condescension and friendship by the whole family^ Ele- 
ven persons afflicted with the cataract were quartered in the 
castle, on whom he performed the operation on Easter-morning. 
Among them was a woman, twenty-eight years of age, who in 
going from Andreasberg to Ilsenbnrg had stuck fast in a snow 
drift as she passed the Brocken. The snow had fallen so deep 
that it finally reached over her head, and she could proceed no 
farther. She had remained for twenty -four hours in the snow 
in a kind of lethargy, and the only injurious consequence of this 
accident had been that a cataract was formed over her eye, from 
which she was relieved by the operation. There was likewise 
an aged man and his sister among the blind at the castle of Wer- 
nigerode, who had not seen each other for twenty years. When 
both were cured and met for the first time, they stared at each 
other for several minutes in utter amazement, because they 
looked so old. 
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The time which 6tUl)ng H{)ent at Wcmlgerpde in the circle 
<rf this excellent and pious family will never be forgotten by him. 
A vieek after Easter he returned to Marburg. . A few weeks 
afterwards the count of Wernigerode with his family passed 
Xhroagh Marburg on his journey to Switzerland ; they visited 
Stilling and Selma and the count pnMnised to be back by tlie 12th 
ofSeptember, to assist in » celebrating Still ing's birth-day; and 
he kept his word. Selma received the news of their coming 
a few days previous, and had a dinner prepared, to which like- 
wise Rashman and the young counts his pupils together with ma- 
ny other Marburg friends were invited. His birth-day had ne- 
rer before been celebrated with so much splendor, his lecturing 
desk was handsomely decorated,and Mr.Rashman pronounced an 
oration in honor of the day. It was somewhat singular, that 
his Jubilee was so formally celebrated, without any particular 
reference to it; every thing happened as it were by chance : 
he thought afterwards of it, and it soon appeared, that this 
celebration was his initiation to a new period of his life. 

Soon after in the autumn of 1789 the vacation commenced, 
during which Stilling made a journey into the Dutcliy of Darm- 
stadt, and thence to Newwied, to perform operations on persons 
suffering with the cataract. Rashman, the young counts and 
Selma accompanied him as far as Frankfort, whence he went to 
Russelhimeon the Mayn, where Mi*s. Sartorius the lady of the 
minister of that place, was cured of the cataract. He spent nine 
days in the happy circle of this christian family, and here he dis- 
covered for the first time his imminent danger of apostatizing 
from religion, which he however providentially escaped. Parson 
Sartorius was a man of the old Halle or Franke's school, and 
spoke with him on religious subjects in that style, especially of 
the atonement and the imputed righteousness. Without intend- 
ing it,he was involved in a dispute with him on these subjccts,and 
here commenced his i*eturn to the truth. At Darmstadt Stil- 
ling performed operations on a number of persons; one man how- 
ever. would not c<msent to the oi)eration, but pirlerrcd, as he said, 
to remain blind to the glory of God; for when he was informed 
of Stilling*s arrivalf and that with God^s blessing his sight might 
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be restored, he answered very calmly : ^*The Lord has given me 
this cross to bear and to his glory I will bear it !" — What a mis- 
taken notion ! From Darmstadt he went to Mainz, and ihent^ 
in a corered boat down the Rhine to Newwied, where he ari*ived 
about four o'clocic in the afternoon, and was surprised to find 
that Mr. Rashman, the two young counts and Professor Erxle- 
ben from Marburg had arrived there before him. Stilling's 
journey to Newwied is remarkable in the history of his life, be- 
cause he saw there one of the settlements of the Moravian breth- 
ren for the first time. On Sunday he was present at their reli- 
gious exercises. Mr. Duvernoy preached an excellent sermon. 
Every thing he saw and heard made a deep Impression on his 
mind, to which Rashman greatly contributed: though widely di^ 
fering from this society in religious sentiments he spoke with 
much esteem and enthusiam of the brethren. His Highness 
Prince John Fredrick Alexander of Newwied, celebrated for his 
wisdom and maxims of general toleration, was then with his 
lady at his country-seat Monrepos, about nine miles from the 
city, situated at the upper end of the valley on the side of a 
mountain, from which there is one of the finest prospects in the 
world. He invited Professor Erxleben and Stilling to dine at 
. his country-seat and sent his equipage for them. A christian 
friendship commenced between the aged princess and Stilling, 
which was kept up by a frequent correspondence, until this 
pious and noble minded lady exchanged this world for a better ; 
and Stilling anticipates with joy her welcome in the happy 
fields of everiasting bliss. Having performed several opera- 
tions at Newwied he returned in company of his fi*iend and col- 
league Erxleben to Marburg. At Wetzlar he expected to find 
a letter from Selma, but was disappointed. Entering the par- 
sonage-house of friend Makenhower he perceived a cei-tain un- 
easiness in his and his wife's countenance and of course imme- 
diately inquired whether any letter from Selma had arrived 7 
They answered him : Selma is not very well, though not dan- 
gerously ill ; this we are commissioned by her to tell you. He 
hired immediately a post-chaise and arrived in the afternoon at 
Marburg. He met Hannah unexpectedly in the hall, who bkd 
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Wn iiilck for some mdhthfl at Seimii's sistdf in Simbia aiid M4 
returned during his absence. From her he Icfinit, that Selifili 
wa<} not danjg;erQusly ill. Going up utairs he buw her standiiig «t 
the head of the stairs, pale and x^ealc ; but smiling through 
her tears, she observed with a tender lo<ik : "My dear, be not 
lineasy, nothing particulab is the matter with me.*^ 

Tliis assurance composed his mind in some measure and lie 
entered the room with Seima. 8he had been the last spring un- 
'fi)rtunate in child-bed. A very hnhdsome bf)y was still-born. 
An alarm of fit'e in our neighborhood had probably been the cause 
of this misfortune and its cohse<)uences. She was now again 
expecting to be confined, and Stilling th(»uglit her present indis- 
position was owing to that cause,in which opinion he was confirm- 
ed, as she soon became better. One day, soon after his returh 
froiii Newwied he was sitting with Selma on the sofa, wheti Co 
his great surprise she addi*essed him in the following manner : 
*<My dear husband ! I beg you to listen tranquilly to what I lia\'e 
to say ; I am sure, that I shall die during my next confinement 
If you wish me to spend the remaining part of my time with any 
kindlof comfort, or if you wish me to die in peace, you must pro- 
mise me to marry my friend Eliza Coing, she will suit you bel- 
ter than I do, and I know, that slie will make a good mother for 
my children and an excellent wife for you. Lay every thing 
aside which custom and the laws of society require, and give 
toe your promise ! My dear Henry, you won't refuse me !'* 

The reader may judge of his feelings at that moment and 
may l*eadily think, that he did not give her the desired promise, 
Vfhen he had recovered in some measure from his great sur- 
)[>rise, he gave her the following answer : '*'My dear child ! you 
know yourself, that whenever you have been in circumtances 
like the present, you have been sure of yoiur death, and you still 
live 5 1 hope, and trust to Providence, that you will get through 
this time also, and even should this not be the case, do you not 
see, that it would be against all the rules of comm<m decency for 
irte to give you such a promise?** 8elma appeared to be great- 
ly distressed at this declaration and I'eplied : <*It is a pity, that 
you cann6tlay all these things aside to saitiiify me! 1 Am sure, I 
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riiall die, ever^ thing is very different from what It used to bc.^ 
During the whole winter Selma prepared herself for her death 
as for a long journey, and endeavored with great Herenity of 
mind to arrange every thing in proper order. At the same time 
8lie continued importuning him to give her ttie promise she so much 
desired, and even went to extremes in order to accomplish her 
object. One evening for instance it happened that Eliza was 
at supper at their house, and none of tlie children were 
present ; towards the end of supper Selma looked with 
much tenderness at her and said : "Will you my dear Eli- . 
ea, marry my husband when I am gone?** The situation of Stil- 
ling and Eliza at that moment was indescribable. She blushed 
deeply and said: Selma* "T beg you donH talk so !*' and Stilling 
lectured her severely on account of this unbecoming behavior. 
When she saw, that she could not prevail with her husband, she 
made application to such of his friends as she knew had the grea- 
test influence with him, and continued to intreat them to see, that 
her wishes might be accomplished after her death. 

In the spring of 1790 the imi)ortant moment of Selma's de- 
livery was approaching, Stilling began to pray earnestly for her 
life,but she remained undisturbed and unmoved. May thet Ith she 
was delivered of a son; she was as well and better than she 
had been in similar circumstances. He rejoiced thanking his 
God, and began to tell Selma how vain and idle had been 
all her forebodings, but she looked at him very serious- 
ly and said : •'My dear husband, we are not over all dif- 
ficulties yet." For five days she was quite smart, and gave suck 
to the child, but on the sixth day an eruption broke out on her 
skin, she became very sick, and Stilling's soul was overwhelmed 
witti grief. Friend Eliza came to nurse her, Hannah helped 
all she could, and Mi*s, Going came daily to relieve her daughter. 
Stilling however still entertained hopes of Selma's recovery, but 
one afternofin as he was sitting alone by her bed-side, he observ- 
ed, that she became flighty and began to pick the bed-clothes. 
He immediately left the house and town, and ran to a solitary 
place on the castle hill, and prayed fervently, not for Sel ma's life, 
for he demanded no miracle, but for strength for his weary soul. 
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loenaUe him to! bear this severe diflpensation of Divine Provi- 
dence. His prayer was heard, he returned to his house i-esigned 
to the will of the Lord. From this time he saw Selma only 
twice for a few moments, for his constitution sufTered too much, 
and his friends therefore insisted on his keeping from the sick 
chamber. The next day in the afternoon he went to her bedside; 
she was then afflicted with the lockjaw and Eliza sat nodding on 
the sofa, to take a little rest; Selma raised her half broken eyes, 
looked tenderly at her husband, and pointed with her finger to 
Eliza. — Stilling cast his eyes to the ground, and left the room. 
The next morning he went again to her bed-side — that moment 
Stilling never can forget. She seemed like a being, which 
belongs to another world. When he asked her, how she was^ 
she audibly breathed through her teeth : very well ! He could not 
long bear this scene, his frame was too weak, and his heart too 
much affected, he left the room and saw Selma no more. Eliza 
could neither bear to witness the last struggles of her friend, 
but Mrs. Going assisted her in her last moments. She departed 
the next night May the £Sd at orie o'clock in the morning ; the 
friends came weeping to Stilling's bed-side to bring him tho 
melancholy news — his answer was: «*Lord ! thy will be done V* 



CHAPTER III. 

Selma dead! the wife which was Stilling^s joy and 

pride dead ! God however had given him more than re- 
signation, heavenly peace pervaded his heart, though his con- 
stitution was suffering. The continual attacks of the cramp in the 
9tomach had shattered his nervous system, and this severe stroke 
might have done great injury, if God's paternal goodness had 
not peculiarly supported him. All was now dead and silent 
about him. For Chiistina's departure he had been prepared by 
long and tedious sufferings, but now matters were very different. 
Selma had indeed frequently declared that slie henceforth would 
not beasuitahle companion for him in his walk through life, and 
the sequel proved that slie bad spoken the^ truth, but her depart- 
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lire was heart-rending an< alntoat inminP^^^ ! Sbe had km 
a valuable treasure ! A noble inatrumeat in the band of her 
heavenly father to him ! and now she was no more! She ha4 
been an angel to him in his economical affairs. She was an ex* 
ceilent liouse-ke^per; mitwitlistanding a moderate income at hm^ 
tern land at Hidleberg she had paid better than two thausand 
guihiers of his debtsy and the .remaining creditors became willii^ 
to wait) when they saw a pros()C(*t of receiving their money. Bqt 
what was more to him than all this* she had taken eve^*y care upon 
herself so that from the time he married her he was like a ship* 
wrecked martnery who had been in imminent danger of drown<> 
tngt whqm a benevolent hand has assisted in ^rawing to tb^. 
shore. ^^Mind your bjisinesSf she used to say^ afid nothirig dse, the 
cares PU take on my shouidersj* And site faithfully kept h^r 
wordyduring the mne years, slie was liis wife. I have to beg' the 
reader^ not to take Seima's wordsy that iienceforth she was np 
longer a suitable companion for Stilling* in a w^y that they 
were not intended to be taken. Tiie plan according to which 
God led Stilling, was so plainly visible, that every perapn at* 
tentive to the ways of Providence could observe it. Even Rash- 
man saw it, and frequently said: '^Providence m.ust liaye some^ 
thing particular in view with you ; every thing, which happens 
to you, seems to have a bearing to one great end, which is yet 
hidden in the dark recesses of the future. Stilling was convinc* 
ed of this, and it bowed him down in the dust, but it gave him 
likewise courage to fight the heavenly fight, andio increase in 
faith and love towards the redeemer of the world. 

Selma was a corpse-*-Hannah, a girt between sii^teen and 
seventeen years of age, undertook with courage the helin of af-» 
fairs, and a faithful good servant, whom Selina had hired at 
liautern, assisted Hannah in all things. Of six children which 
Sdma had born, three were living viz: Lisette, Caroline and 
t)ie little orphan. Lisette was better than four, Caroline two 
and a half years old. Selma was not yet full thirty yeai*s old 
when she died. In her bridal days she had told him : <<Yoii 
will not have me long* for I have forebodings that I shall not 
I'cach my thirtieth year." 
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Though Hannah was a good girl, and did all she could to 
aid in the education ofher younger brothers and sisters, stiH her 
task was too great; Providence however provided a place for 
Lisette with friend Mieg in Hidlebcrg, and for Caroline with 
a female friend not far from Marburg. 

Counsellor Ries of Marburg an intimate friend and col- 
league of Stilling, invited him after Selma's death to his house, 
and undertook the management of the funeral. His Lady pro- 
cured a good nurse for Selma's infant, so that Stilling was free 
from all cares of that description. The child was baptized in 
Mr. Ries* house and Mr. Ries, Coing, Rashman and the two* 
young counts stood god-fathers. 

As soon as Stilling had removed again to his own house^ 
he sent for his aged father William Stilling, whose re- 
signation under sufferings, likewise imparted comfort to his 
son. Father William stayed about a fortnight in Mar- 
burg. During this time Stilling recovered his strength, to 
which Selma's last will greatly contributed. It was a mat- 
ter of course that he should marry again, for the education of 
his small children, and the superintendence of his domestic 
affairs required it ; for it could not be expected, that Hannah 
should refuse a suitable offer of marriage, because her father 
wished to retain her as housekeeper. How satisfactory was it 
iherefore,that the legitimate possessor of his heart had appointed 
her successor in such a manner, that Stilling himself would not 
have made another choice. 

Whoever has not had the experience, can scarcely believe 
ity how consoling it is for a widower to know, that his depart- 
ed wife approves of his choice ! And in his case it was more 
than mere approbation.— 

After the expiration of the time, which decorum and the 
laws prescribe, he solicited the hand of Eliza, and both she and 
her parents gladdened his heart by their consent: the assurance 
of the approbation of God, of the accomplishment of Selma's last 
wish, and the knowledge that tliis marriage was approved by 
all good men^ imparted an indescribable tran(}uility to his mind, 

Nn 
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Henceforth Eliza took the eihication ofCaroKneupon herself; 
she also visited Hannah from time to time, asmisting her by 
roiinsel ami ailvice, and Stilling^ himself had found again a friend, 
to whom lie could communicate every secret of his heart. 

The 1 3th day of September was now appi'oacbin^, which 
as the anniversary of liis birth-day had been so splendidly cele- 
brated the last year, which had been a time of sufferings and 
affliction to him. The hereditary Prince of Hessencassel was 
at that time studying at the university of Marburg, to 
whom Stilling gave weekly four lectures. On his birth-4ay be 
and Mr» Coiiigreceived an invitation to dine with the Prince, thq 
evening wass|RMit in Coing's family. 

Tlic 19th day of November was fixed ftw their marriage. 
He first gave his usual four lectures, attended to the lessons f» 
the Prince of Hesso, and afterwards went to Coing^s lumse, 
whore the wedding was to take place. A number of friends^ 
were invited to the wedding dinner, and the reformed minister 
SlartHuiin performed the marriage-ceremony. 

Calm and joyful was this evening with it commenced 

a new period of life, which greatly distinguished itself from alt 
the preceding, and which brought Stilling nearer his final des- 
tination. Eliza likewise entered cheerfully and in reliance on 
God's gracious absistance on her new sphere of acticm, and 
she soon experienced, what a certain friend had told her before 
her marriage, "that it was diflScult« to travel the same nmd with 
Stilling.'*— But she has hitherto faithfully and firmly per- 
formed her pilgrimage, and has always evinced by her actions, 
that she knows her duty and how to perform it. 

A few weeks before his wedding Rashman and the young 
counts had left Marburg. He was a comet, which had accom- 
panied the planet Stilling for some time in its orbit, and whose 
atmosphere had exercised a detrimental influence upon the latter. 
But. in the new family circle in which he was moving every in- 
jurious consequence soon disappeared, and by means of some 
other co-operative causes he became more firmly ostahlished in 
the doctrine of Christ's atonement tlian he had ever bitn befoi-e, 
and the sequel proved, that Rashman in a remark able maimer 
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becsme one of the instrumetitfi in the hand of God for the com* 
phUon of StMltiig*s education: thi*ough Rashnmn he learnt many 
great secrets and made important discovenes;-^whatBarriiel and 
*■ triumph of PhiIf»8ophy dcBii*e to relate, and in substance cor- 
ctly relate, thovj^h tliey err in minor circumstances, became 
lius known to him. 

1'lie reader however ou^lit not to suppose, that Rashman 
designediy instructed htm in all these thin.^: he was very talk- 
ative, and whenever any ni' his frietuls dined with him, some 
frsCgment or other would make its apjiearance, and Stilling, who 
was gifted with an excellent memory, perfectly retained, what 
he had heard, and thus he learnt during the three years of Rash- 
man's stay at Marburg the whole connection of all that, which 
since has produced those great and terrible phenomena both in 
church and state; and uniting his own experience, and what he 
had read on this subject, with the fragments he learnt from 
Rashman, he obtained a correct view of the whole. How use- 
ful and necessary this knowledge w*as, is, and in future will be 
to him, he only can judge, who has a clear view of the designs of 
K'ovtdence with Stilling. 



CHAPTER IV, 

The fii*st few weeks after Eliza's marriage were days of 
happiness, her way was strewed with flowers. Stilling likewise 
enjoyed a reprieve from his sufferings, but a fortnight before 
Christmas tri<als of various kinds were visiting him again. 

Hannah had from her cliildhood sevci*ely suffered from a 
tetter on her left cheek, Selma had employed every possible 
means to relieve her, and Eliza was faithfully treading in her 
foi>tstc|m. About the above mentioned time a celebrated physi- 
cian came to Marburg, who was consulted on the occasion, and 
ordered the use of sublimate as an exterior application. It is 
dillicuit to say, whether this application, or a predispositi(m in- 
herited ft'om her mother, or both together prwhiced the terrible 
cotiseqiiences— ceiH;ain it is, that Hannah was afflicted about this 
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iim» Willi Mvere ftatoxjwmm of the ^nmf. Thtm itsy tep|]f 
aflUctive to every apectetor were so 19 a peculiar nmniier to £li« 
u: nevertbeleiB sbe gathered aafficieat coarnge (akhfiiUy to 
mine poor Hannahy and God preserved her (rum all iajory. 

This was the Arat act of the tragedy^ the seoondt which foU 
lowedf was a severe trial for Stillingt Eliza and Baanah. I will 
iplate it as a warning example to yoang people of both ae«e9» 
yet in such a manner^ that the feelings of a w^rtiq^ family majj^ 
not be woanded by tlie recital. 

Hannah being one day in company bad been particnlarly re-t 
qnested to play and sing^-^wbat could be more harmleaa than thia 
«-»and yet it be<»me the sole cause of painful sufferings to tiia 
family, which continued for more than six months. A youiic 
man» who was studying Tbeologyt wlioso will bad never be^i 
hrokan» whom Hannah had never seen beforet happened to ha 
in the companyt and became so enn^itured with her musiCf that 
from this time he employed every meana^ the most desperate net 
eicepted» in order to obtain her. In the first place he raado ap^ 
plication to her parents» and receiving in answery that thena 
would be no objections on their pai*t» after be should have a aui-^ 
table situation^ and should have obtained Hannah's consent^ he 
was still dissatiafied» and insisted on it, timt the parents should 
give him a positive promise. Hannah W her part declaredn 
that she could never love and would never marry faim» and that 
ahe bad never given him the least encouragement But all thia 
was of no avaiU he again applied to her parents, endeavoring 
to prove, that it was their duty, to compel their daughter to marry 
him, Mot being able to effect any thing in this way, he attempt 
ted force, came one day quite unexpectedly into Stilling's housct 
at a time, when ^he was engaged in lecturing, and mshed inta 
Hannah's room; luckily a female friend was with hert their 
screams were heard by the (ather, he and brother Going has** 
tened to Hannah's relief and both severely reprimanded the fool-, 
iah feI|ow« He then toalk lodgings in a tavern cyposite her pa^ 
rent's bouse, that he might repeat the tragedy whenever he 
pleased; but Hannah was taken to a place of safety at a dis« 
tance^ and the fellow quitted bis lodgings. At anotb^ tim 
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lie eww i^n ttnexfrntedly t» the Iimm ; HaniMdi hafpttod 45 
be abaenl ; he behaved eo aa^iige and aiiaMMifierly, that StiUiiig 
thruflt Mm eiitof the hnuae^ he fertbwttii nan tii Mr. Coing'% 
where Mrs. Ceing was lying very sick in bedf Kliu pushed him 
oat of the house, which hreught to him wNsh despair, that he rush- 
ed to the river Lahn to drown hinpiself, be was however b m a g h t 
badt, and threw himself on the gronnd before Stilling^ hoase } 
wMi great trouble ha was indaced to return to Us parents^ who 
Ihred several miles from Marburg; afterwards ha wandered aboat 
iff flie country, overwhelming Stilling with threatening Ietter8» 
setiiat the latter was finally com|ielled to seek aid from the 
psiice. The poor Mbw then traveled firom bQaie» and died in 
the flower of his age. 

This severe and tiery trial waa made op to Hannah hf ar 
bhnsing. A young minister by the name of Schwarta, hmrfaq; 
charge of the congregation at Derhach* a village about fifteen 
nNm distant fkroro Marburg, had for some time lived on a faau* 
Ifar foottng^rith 8tilHi«, Being yet anmarriedy his mother and 
ihter Caroline k^t hoase for him. Caroline was an intimate 
friend of Qaimabt and was on a visit to her, when the above men* 
tiened candidate of Theology suddenly entered her roomt and she 
bed (aken Hatipah to her mother as to a safe asylaou While 
there, Schwarta and Hannah became attached to each other, tho 
ptrenta gave their coasent^ and the goodaeas of God crowned 
tMs union with bis fkvor. 



CHAPTER V. 

The straggle with the candidate had taken place in the < 
Ij Pftrt of 1791; and this poKion of that year became farther die* 
tmgvished by two death's in Stilling^ fhmily. In the BMnth 
of Febraary liMe Francis, Sdma's last child died with the 
d>^y in the bead. Mrs. Coing was likewise gradually ap- 
Pi^aachmg her dissolution^ She had been for some time very 
^"^Mf and asthnmtic. By works of love and watchings at 
«<tk^beis she hud probably caught a savare cold» which brought 
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on a ccMiNiiiiptioii. 8tilliii|^ vuittftd tor freqiientiyy the mwa al- 
ways i*e.signe(l and happyyand wiieneveralw Chuuglit with some 
aiixirty of Iter dtilditsiiy he gave her the aAsuratire,tltat be would 
cmiKider them as hts own» if the parents shtnild die hefiire liim. 

All tJicse motiriilttl <ic(;urreiice8« exeirised a detrimental 
influem^o upon Eliza's healtli, she likewise hecaiiie sick, though 
not dangenMisl^t yet su, that she was cunBned t^i her bed, wMch 
trtmUo*! her tlie 11101*69 because it disabled her fnun seeing her 
mother. Bat they botli sent daily messages to eac^h other with 
the comrorting assurance, that neither was dangerously ill. 

One morning early towards Ihe latter part of March the 
message arrived, titat Mrs. C<Mng had fallen asleep in the Lordf 
Hiid ii became Stilliiig*s duty, to break these mournful tidings to 
Kli'za — a ditfirult task,*--lie fmrforoied it however, and then has- 
tened iiit<» the paternal house. As he entered the room, the 
(HH'pse iimnediatHy met his eyes — she had been a hands<Mne wo- 
niHH, an<l her continued walk in Uie precepts of tlie christian re* 
Uglon,hH«l enobkd as it wei*e, all the traits of her oniiitenance; 
the liiieanients of Iter face expressed-— not the hope, but the en- 
jovnKtnt of everiaKting life. — Her bereaved husband stood before 
the corfise, l«N>ked at Stilling with a smile, and said: *«God be 
pmised, she is with her Savior** — he mourned, but mi a chris- 
tian mourns. 

To know that cmr dear departed friends have gone to a 
place of happiness fills the soul with ctmifort and joy.-*— Mr. 
Coiiig. who h:id celebrated his birth- flay about this time, had 
pniyed to God to grant him the life of the partner of his griefs 
and j(»ys as a birth-day |H*esent, but Ik'. did n(»t obtain his wish- 
es ; Stilling had prayed during half a year for the lite of Sehna 
and was not lieai*d. — But christian readers ! Let not snch ex- 
amples deter you from ofllering up your prayei*s and supplica- 
tions tt> God — our heavenly Father wills, that we his children 
shall ask him for every thing, — because snch prayer preserves 
our attachment to him and the sense of onr de|)endenre on Mm: 
if he sees not fit to give us what wc ask, we may rest assui^d, 
he will give us something better for it. The LonI answers every 
I»rayer whtcii is offered up in faith, we always receiv<^ iiome good 
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by memsof it> wbii^h vie oikerwifie would not have ohtoiiieii,.aiid 
wo receive that wlikk id betst for im. 

If the cbriHtian is m far advancetl^ that he rontiHaesi to walk 
alwaj^. m in tlie presetire of God* ami haasacrifired \m own will 
without reserve to the g«MHl will of God, he will then be praying 
without ceaAing,and the Spirit of the Lonl will make interceHHiou 
for us with groaningH which cannot be uttered; for the holy 
S|nritkn«>ws what is the will of God; if he therefore exciter 
the beai*t to pray for miaicthing, he alno gives \x% faitli and aa« 
surance of being heard ; the christian prays then and is heard* 

StiJiing and Eliza had resolved iinntediately after their 
marriage to take Jacob his eldest wm home again ; he was now 
aeventeen years of age ; of coui*se old enough to enter the univer- 
sity ; he had hitherto received the private instiHic4:ions of the wor- 
thy and learHe<l pastor Grimm near Heilbron. As Stilling could 
undertake no journeys except in vacations, he desired Jacob, to 
come on a certain day during the Easter*vacation to friend 
Mi^ at Hidleberg where his pai*ents would meet him and take 
him iMime. They also resolved to bring Lisette back at the 
same time, for Eliza was desirous of having all the four chil- 
diren together, in order to be enabled to perform her maternal 
duties with regard to them in the manner she desired. Wishing 
also to give the elder Mr. Going and his children some diveraion* 
they agreed to take tliem all as far as Frankfort to friend Kraft's. 
This plan was in all Its parts executed «luring the Easter-vaca- 
tion of 1791* Soon after their arrival in Hidleberg Jacob made his 
appearance: he had become a good young man,in whom his parents 
could rejoice, and he was glad «m his part at havingthe prospect of 
livingoace more in the bosom of tiie family. DifRculties h(»wever 
arose in regard to the plan of taking Lisette home, Mr^* Mieg« 
who had no children, was desirous of keeping her, and she like* 
wise declared^ that her mother\s life would be endangered, if 
^ little girl should be t^ken awsiy, in consequence of her at- 
UiGhBient to her. Botii Stilling and Eliza were very sorry that 
they were oblig(»d to leave tlieir little daughter at Hidleberg, IJor 
Eliw beitvved it to be Aer duty to educate the children of her, de- 
parted friend, aiul tiiat they would be demanded from her hand 
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ilone ; however at hngth both parents consented to leave the 
dear little ^rl In the care of friend Mleg, and the seqael wHI 
show, that she Was well taken care of. They then retiimed 
With their son to Frankfort, and after a short stay in that cUy^ 
the whole company retortied to Marhurj^* 

In the autumn of 1791 Eliza was delivered of a daughter^ 
who received the name of Lubecka. On Newyears-day of 1791 
Stilling was chosen Provost by the university t this ofltee Is at 
Marburg held in high estimation, but at the same time conn^c^ 
ed with greater difficulties than in any other university : he en- 
tered upon it in reliance on the divine assistance, and truly ! he 
needed it during the year more than ever. About Baster Hnn* 
nah's marriage approached ; uncle Kraft with his wife and cM- 
dren, and fattier WHIiam Stilling were^ invited to the wedding. 
All came, and Stilling reckons these days among the happiest 
of his lifet to his porn* suffering father, this time was-^as he ex» 
pressed himselF— a foretaste of heaven. Schwartz and Hannah 
were united in the bond of marriage in the houseof their parents, 
with the blessing of all their relatives $ their married dilate is 
happy, and they are doing well. 

A young nobleman, the Prussian counsellor Vinke had for 
sometime pursued his studies at Marburg, he lodged and boarded 
in Stilling^s house, and was one of the best young men, that ev«r 
came to that univeraity. In the spring of this year his fkAer 
the Dean Von Vinke arMinden wrote, that in the course of* 
the summer he intended to pay Stilling a visit with his wilb 
and children. This visit took place according to pnimise, at the 
time, when the German Princes were making the campaign in 
Champagne, and when the Duke of Weimar came to Mariiui^ 
with his regiment. Stilling made on that occasion the acquain- 
tance of the Prince, he and the Dean spent an afternoon in his 
agreeable company. After the visiters had departed, the fiatigne 
which Eliza had undergone, brought on a miscarriage; on the 
ninth day however, as the weatlier was very fine, she was again 
able to leave the room, a promenade in the garden was itssolved 
upon, and S<:hwartz and Hannah who were on a visit to their 
mother, and old Mr. Coing participated likewise in this party. 
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The latter was uncommonly oiieerful^ but being afraid of the 
evening air, whicii was also injurious to Eliza, he went home with 
her at an earljr hour; and as he passed below along the garden;^ 
wall* flie young people strewed flowers upon him from above. 

The next morning at ^ve o*clock Stilling^s maid came in- 
to his bed-room to call him out; when he opened the door he saw 
Schwartz and Hannah standing in the open door of the opposite 
chamber, both very pale and with downcast eyes. "Dear father,'* 
stkl Sehwai*tz, *<what you have supposed, has taken place, fatiier 
Coing has departed.'* These tidings were a severe affliction to 
suiting, — how should he make them known t6 Eliza, who was 
BtlH very weak, and loved her fatlier tenderly! — but he endeav- 
ored to muster all his courage, went to her bed-side and said ' : 
**liza! one of our dear relatives has depai'ted^'-^she immediate^- 
ly replied : "Good God! is it Hannah?'* — "No** was his answer, 
«<lt is father Coing/* — Eliza mourned, yet as a christian she 
soon recollected herself. — But this shock laid the foundation of 
a severe affliction, which she has still to bear. He then hasten- 
ed to his dear brothers and sisters. All three stood in the room 
close together like a clover leaf, giving vent to theii* tears. He 
embraced them and said: "You are now all three my child- 
ren ; as soon as possible* you shall remove into my house.** 
This took place as soon as the funeral was over. The sequel 
will show, that this circumstance of having his wife*s brother and 
* sistei*s living with him became a source of great comfort to him. 
Mr. Coing had been suddenly attacked by an apoplectic fit ; a 
pliysician had been immediately called, and all possible means 
had been employed to save him, but in vain. He calmly assured 
his children, that he was willing to depart. He had been a man 
of an excellent cliaracter, and his blessing rests upon his child- 
ren. ' 

Here commences the most important period of Stilling*s life, 
changes took place in and about him, which gave it a very re- 
markable direction, and which prepared him for his true and 
real destination. 

Oo 
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CHAPTER VL 

Soon after Mr. CoinG:*s death it becanif* neceAiiarf for Stil- 
ling as Pmvost of the Marbiiro^ iimvtti'i^ity to attend- the princely 
coniinissary in a joui*ney to Lower He8ftia, to infi|ie(*t the baiU' 
wicks, and to sell the tithes helon|;iii|» to the nuivermtyv to tk% 
highest bidder. 'Vhe two friends UieB and StillinK tbereftire 
went togf^ther and the latter took Eliza along for the recovery of 
her health and s|>irits^ which her last illness and the siMM«n 
death of her father iiad greatly impaiml. > After the btistness 
liad been transacted, he rettii*ned by way of Cassel to Marburg. 
At Cassel Eliza began to observe a disagreeable srtisatian in tlie 
muscles of her neck, and (ht the right side of it an involuntary 
motion of the head towards the right shoulder became obaerv*. 
able. 

When the autumnal vacation approached, uncle Kraft m^ . 
formed him, that a rich blind Jewess in Frankfurt was desiraus 
to have an operation performed by Stilling* and offered to pay 
his traveling expenses if he would undertake the cura. Heex^^ 
pressed his readiness to come^ but because the Provoal of the 
university is not permitted to stay a night out of town without 
special permission, he was under the necessity of applying to 
Cassel for leave of absence, which he soon n*reived. His pred^« 
cessor in office promised to do the official business for him uintll 
his return, and Eliza went with him. Having arrived tawards 
evening at Y ilbel a handsome village on the river Ntdda about 
six miles from Frankfort, and stopt before a tavern, to bait the 
horses, the land-lady came in haste to the coach and exclaimed 
with great anxiety of mind : <<Do you know, that the Fr^tdi 
have entered Germany, and have already taken the town of 
Speyerf^ This news was like an electric shock to Stilling^ but 
still he hoped it was a mere empty nimori or that it was at least 
greatly exaggerated ; he therefore continued his journey to 
Frankfort, and arrived at Mr. Kraft^s. Here he learnt, tliat the 
news were but too true, and the whole city was in fear and ter^ 
rorw It is here absolutely necessary, that I should make same 
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tibHcrvatioas on the sinjulai* impi'ession which this news niada 
apon him. 

Lewis XIV kitis of Fiiuice, after him the Regent, Duke of 
OrteatM«a«d fiMaliy Lewis XV had in the»|>a€e of a century ted 
tlie*Fi«iioh nation into an unexanipird luxury; a nation sunk deep 
twiift v«»liiptiiousness will t*ead4ly receive the wiUicismsofa Vol- 
taire for Philfi60|>iiy and the aopbistic dreaius of a Rousseau for 
relij^^on: honce a national character will arise which is highly 
fleasMig and enticing to the unconvei*ted man, and as this cliar- 
aelei' altlie same time has an external polish and appears sys- 
tetuMlic, it likewise becomes interesting to the thinker, and thus 
ehtainsike ap|)robation of every civilized nation. Hence itcanie, 
tlmt the*German n^ibility and literati considered France as the 
H ijB^h School of fashion, politeness and moi*ality. The vigorous 
and powerful German language was despised, every body spiike 
Fi«enrli ; — French adventui-ers, even barbers, no matter who, 
provided lie was a Frenchman — - became the ediicatoi'S^ of our 
PritM^es, and Fivnch miHiners the governesses in tite first fami- 
lies of our country. The German character and with it reli- 
gion* were thrown among the rubbish. ^.^ 

Some of die literati* es[iecially tlie Theologians — seeing 
tke danger-*— wished to extricate us from our troubles; and to do 
iUm alTertually* rluise the way of accomodation. They pmpos- 
ed |ieai*e between Christ and Belial, each one was to yield a lit- 
tle. Christ was to give tip the doctrines of faith, Belial was t« 
pi*oWhit tlie gnmsest vices, and both should henceforth acknowN 
fedge. nothing as the fundamental law of i*eligion, but mo- 
rality ; for in that one article all were agreed, that morality 
•NMt be beiie%xd and taught, Init in regard to its practice it 
was left to the liberty of eacii individual, how much or lit- 
tle of it was necessary^ for this liberty must by no means be in- 
fringed. This system of union was to be railed — for honor's sake 
•**tlie dH'isttasi n^igion, in oi'der not to give too gres^t an oflTeiise 
t«i Vhrist and his true worsliipei*s. Thus arose (Hit* famous 
syotem of enlightened religion, and the lUMiiugy of the present 
day. But here 1 must intreattbe reader not to inisumletstand 
me! None of these men purposely intended to make peace be- 
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tween Christ and Belial; in as much as the very ^idsteiioe oS the 
latter was no longer believed: but the spirit of tlie times bad frmn 
our youth imperceptibly exeixised an influence over our mi^de of 
perceiving, thinking and judging, whereby the moral sense of 
the nation was changed, so (hat many portions and narraCivi^s 
of tiic Bible were considered as superatttiotu^ ridioalotts aii4 
absurd, and that under tiic influence of such adulterated prtnci* 
pies and organs of examination a i*evision of the Bible was un* 
dertaken. This was the conunencemont of tite great apoftacy> 
whici) Christ and his Apostles liave so clearly foretold^ andcaii^ 
cerning which they have observed, that soon afterwards the man 
of sin, the incarnate Satan would make his appearance and w^old 
be cast into the abyss at the sudden arrival of our Lord. 

Stilling had formed this view of the state of religjk>n and of 
the kingdom of God, during a long series of years^. partly by a 
careful study of history yparlly by an attentive observation of tlie 
signs of llie times, partly also by a dUigent reading and reflac* 
tioii on the Bil)Iiral prophecies, and partly by comnuinicatiaii% 
which he received from great and learned men: and its impor- 
tance filled his soul ; to all this ought to be added another obser- 
vation, not less important, in complet'^ harmony with all what 
has now been mentioned. 

He had noticed the origin of a confederacy of men of all 
ranks, he had watched its growth and progress as well as its 
principles,and had found that its aim was noless,ti)au an exciiange 
of the christian for natural religion and by a singular directioii 
of Divide Providence he had learnt through Rashman how far 
this confederacy had already succeeded, and all this took place 
at the very time, when the French revolution was commonciiig. 
He knew that the German members of this league were intimate- 
ly connected with the French Jacobins, and was therefore suffi- 
ciently at home in the History of the times and in their relation 
to the Biblical prophecies. 

The result which this knowledge pi*oduced in Stilling's 
mind was as follows : that Germany would be severely chastised 
jby France, for having adopted the impious principles of tliis na- 
tion, he foresaw the great contest, by means of which this chas« 
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tifienient wvm to he given; for wherein a man sins^thercby he is also 
potrisliedy anil in as much as the apostacy in Germany continuany 
increaseil liethoiigiithe couid observe the^adiial preparations for 
the establishment of the icingdom of the man of sin. That all these 
ideas renlly existed in his mind, befot*e any one thought of tho 
French revolution and its consequences, several passages in his 
wrMfigs testify and especially the oration, which he pronounced in 
the year 1786 before the German Society atManhime, which how* 
ever ha» never been published for reasons, which may i*oadily be 
deciphered. But notwithstanding all these convictions, he had no 
tdeii, that tite storm would break loose so soon and so suddenly. 
over Germany ; he indeed suspected, that the Fi-encli revolution 
would lay the foundation for the last great contest between light 
and darkness, but he did not suppose that this conflict was so 
near at hand ; for he cnteKained no doubt, that tlie united pow» 
ers of Germany would prove victorious in France — but events 
turned out very differently — Stilling*s feelings on the occasion 
were tlierefore indescribable; to have on the one hand the accom- 
plishment of the highest expectations of the christian approxima- 
ting, on the other the prospect of unheard of afflictions and per- 
secution, which would be the unavoidable consequences of the 
approaching conflict. Truly ! a state of mind, which might ea- 
sily have crushed a man, who during his life had labored so 
much, and was still laboring, unless Providence had preserved 
him for important purposes. 

We might suppose, that these trials were severe enough, but 
during this time of anguish and high excitement, God laid ano- 
ther affliction upon him, for reasons which are only known to him: 
it has been already observed, that terror had brought upon Eliza 
an involuntary motion of the head towards the right side of her 
body, at a time when her constitution had been impaired by a se- 
vere illness ; hitherto this evil had not manifested itself in its full 
malignity, but during the stay at Frankfort, it took an alarming 
turn. A rumor was spread during the second day of their visit in 
ttlis city, that the French army was approaching ; the city coun- 
cil assembled at the Roemer, hogsheads filled with water were 
ordered to bo kept ready in each house, so as to enable tlie in- 
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liiibiiants to extingtiifih tlic littm in ease of a b«liibai^ditteiit; in 
ffhort, Ute general terror wan indescribaMy gt*cat; tHilinre* 
^ard to Eliza a peculiar circtiinstatiee i^^atly ificreaj^eii it. The 
itniversify of Marburg, of wlii<^h Stilling was PnivOHt, wai» »wc 
of the States <if Hessla, ami tire LaiHlgrave was at war with 
Pranre« Nothing was therefore more pi'vibaMe^ than that th« 
FrriM*h would send t^tilling as a hostage to France, shouM they 
enter Frankfort ; this was too muHi for Kli«a« who alitetioa- 
ately loved her hiishand, her head was in cimtinuefl niotfoti and 
drawn towai'ds lier riglit shoulder, the whole np|ier part-of her 
b<Hly was theirby distorted ; Eliza suffered a^ gt-eat deal and 
StiHtng knew not how to bear these cfnnplicated affiictiaiis : EK* 
za was naturally well Miaiied, and to see her now sodisHgared^-* 
it was almost more than could be endured f at tlie aame time it 
was utterly impossible to leaie the city, they had to stay therv 
yet two full 4hiys, until it became ai>|iaretit, that the Fretich were* 
endeavoring to take Mainz bafore they would advance any fw^ 
t^icr; he then fouiHl an op|N)rtunity of departing,and as tite Jeweps 
was incurably bKiid, he immediately returned with Eliza to Mar- 
burg. Every possible means were here tned, to deliver the pinir 
sufferer frcrni her misery, but alas ! aJl applications have hitKerto 
proved ineffectual, she has borne this affliction now beltei* than 
eleven years — she has indeed recovered in some meamire, her Hl^ 
ness is however still a severe cross for herself as well 09 Sent 
her husband. 

He continued active in his olltee as Provost as weir- as in 
his professorship^ and Eliza bore lier misery with the resi^a- 
iion of a christian* to this ti*ouble must be added the continued 
fear of an irruption from the French; the Elector returned indeed 
rn the month of October, but his troo|)S arrived very slowly oH »e 
count of the bad roads and weather* Uessia remained unprotect- 
dd ; the Fi-cnch General Custine might therefore have feafteiiaty' 
aflvancei} if his courage ahd sense had equaled bia Whiskers 
and his mnstachios, the greater part of Germany would have lost 
its fHditiral existence, for the general sentiment was favorable In 
a rcvofction and friendly diposed towards France. 

But at tliai time the plan of Custine was still uttknown\ and 
the worst was to be expected, his troops were laying waste the 
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WatAtmUt and inim time to Iiim the thimderof ctenoiiii' was 
hvAinfty every mm prepiired liiakself for Aigtit, esuxept tlie lietdii of 
de|l$rtill•lltl^ who cuiild iiot M«e tbeir pu«l; a( course Stilln^ 
waa Ukewne ciuBpelWd to remain were lie wasi. 

OiiG.Sanday mui^lti^ tovrardfl the endtfef Qctubf r the m- 
nMir was a|»reiid tlir<Mi|^U tbe cUy^tfafU the French were a|)|Mita(iir 
tag and wereGi»oii«gd»wntlie Lahn-mauritaiiv^Stilling tiii>k his 
refiiiQeifi inayer* asking comCiM*t and streagili friMn the Irfnrd*' 
who heaard hin.petitian; hiAfenrof the French VAninbed^ n^kii^^. 
caiae^ amlsonn the.PrusHiaaft and Hessiann apiirv^ached* Frank* 
fMt waA retaken, and Uie siege of Mains commeacedi 

During the next Easter- vacation Stilling received an iwiri^. 
tattwi frtMn tlie W4uiliy family of Viidie to pay them a vinit at^ 
Minden, which invitation was accepted^ his friend» the son ot 
Mr. Vinke and some acquaintances from Cassel accompanied 
Inm. tte perfonned this journey on horseback atid 8uffei*ed. 
roach during this time from tlie ci^amp in tlie stouMch. While on - 
thiajnarney he increased the circle of his acquaintance cimsid-. 
emUy, and with many of tliem he entered into aip intimate 
friendship. An-iving at his dooi* on his return^ Elisa came out - 
t» meet him« But alas ! what a spectacle !— She was drawn 
almost double^ the involuntary motion in her neck had com. 
OMuiicated i^lf to the upiier part of tlie body •— all the meana* 
that could he thought of, were employed for her recovery* but 
with little effect. 

In tlie iqiring of 179<S young Coing entered upon tlie minis- . 
terial office, having tseceived a call as minister of the Reformed^ 
coagri^pU^ion of Gemund a town in Uppcr-hessia about twenty- 
five miles distant fi*om Marburg. He had. lived for more 
than six months in Stilling^s house — Coing would have been 
his brother, luul no bond of relation-ship existed. Tlie most 
vemarkaUe or^^urrence in StilUng*s history during this and tlie 
sacciseding year was the publication of tW4i works, which hava 
become the insti*uroents in the hands of Providence of lead** 
ittg him to bis propter calling; these works were : '^Scenes from 
Uie spiritual world*' in two vohmies, and ^Longin|f £[»r lieaven*' 
i« four volumes beside a key* 
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TIm ««oem8 frmn thet^ritiial vr<MP li«A«»i 
fect» for they iB«4e hin kMWtilo Uie wbole rdigioiiB puUie 
tlMt could read the Germwi language; and being tbus prqiared^ 
the next work entitled <<Heiniweh*' — in English «4onging to 
home,'' wan received with eagemeM and cemfiletely decided hia 
fiite aa the sequel of his life will shew. 
< The or^;in of both these works is very remarkabfe and 
proves incontestibly that he was absolutely passive in the hands 
of h«s heavenly Father. The origin of the <<Scenes from the 
spiritual world" was as folbws: when Rashman was at Mar^ 
btti^y the conversation turned one evening ujion Wiefauid's trans- 
lation of Lucian ; Rashman read several passages of the work^ 
which wwe very comk:al9 the wlioie company burst into 
a roar of laughter, and all agreed in admiring the transla- 
tion as an inimitable master-piece. Some time afterwards tiiis 
work was again brought to Stilling*s recollection, and he. re* 
solved to purchase it After a while his coiisciencosmote Jiim 
for having taken this hasty step. <<What"— • was the language 
of this reproving voice — <<tliou purchasest so dear a work of 
seven volumes! — and for what purpose— merely for thy own 
anrasement — and yet thou art still deeply involved in deb^— 
and a large family to provide for — and supposing, all this 
were not in the way, the money for which thou hast bought 
this work, might have materially benefitted some poor person ! 
— thou purchasest a book, which is of no use, much less ne- 
cessary to thy calling.'* He stood before his judge like a poor 
sinner, who surrenders himself at discretion. It was a severe 
conflict, a hard wrestling for merely — at length he obtained what 
he sought, and from that moment endeavored on his part 
to atone as far as possible for the fault he had committed. «4f 
Lucian and Wieland" — such were his thoughts — <^have written 
Scenes from the realms of imaginary Deities, partly with a 
view to point out the folly of iieathen mythology, and partly 
for the diversion of the reader, I will write <*Scenes from the 
true, christian spiritual world" for serious reflection, for the 
conversion and edification of the reader, and will apply the 
money arising from the sale ef the copy-right to the benefit 
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of |ioor Uiiid persons; tins idea he iaimedtetely adopted and this 
vras the origin of a work» which had the above mentioned effect 

The work entifled Heimweh — ^English : Longing after 
Heaven — was likewise produced as it were by chance. StiU 
iing bad read Stern's <<Tristrain Shandj." This work is writ- 
ten in a sententious^ humorous style, and in reading it, he had 
not the most distant idea of what Providence designed. He had 
also been in the habit of daily translating a verse from the He- 
hi'ew as also one from the Greek Scri])tures with the intention 
of forming both into a brief sentence in the lapidary style. He 
had collected a considerable number of such sentences, with 
no otlter view but the study of the scriptures. Who could there- 
fore suppose, these insignificant things should lay the foundation 
for the dev^opraent of his destination ? — He certainly entertain- 
ed no such idea. 

Soon after the reading of the above mentioned work-— it hap- 
pened towards the end of July 1793 — the bookseller Krieger at 
Marburg came one forenoon to him, and requested him to write 
a novel, wishing to purchase the copy right, being desirous of 
receiving something from his pen* which would sell better than 
tliose dry compends, which he had published. Stilling approvr 
ad of this proposition and pmmised him some work of this kind 
which he would forthwith begin. 

Meditating on what he should do, the| thought occurred to 
him, that he had from his youth nourished the idea of describ- 
ing the way of repentance, conversion and sanctification of 
^ christian, under the figure of a journey, after Bunyan's ex- 
ample, lie . therefore resolved now to execute this idea, and to 
imitate in this work the style he had admired in Tristram Shan- 
dy, and to incorporate into the book whenever suitable liis col- 
lection of scripture sentences. A sentiment, he had written a 
abort time before in a friendVs Album : ^^Blessed are they who 
long after heaven, for they shall reach their home.'' gave him 
the idea of a suitable title to a book which was intended to de- 
scribe the wearisome journey of a christian towards his eter- 
nal hom^. 

Thus prepared, he commenced writing; but fearful he should 

pp 
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not raeceed in Uie nijlm ml method he hM proposed to hfaneiM* 
he read the first six sheets hefere two of his most intimaite friends 
in Marburg^ Michaelis and SUurhoHmy who were ddighted with 
the beginning and encouraged him to conttmie the work. How- 
over to he qoite sure on this suhject^ he selected seven from the 
RunAer of his friends, who met everj fortnight at his house* to 
whom he read what he had written daring the interval* and 
stdijectod it to their judgment and criticism. 

His state of mind* while he was engaged in this vrotk was 
peculiar indeed ; his spirit seemed to he elevated into etherefd rs^ 
gionS) and an indescribable sensation of a happy tranquility pe-r- 
vaded his sonh When he sat down to tlie work the ideas rtisb- 
«d 80 rapidly into his miud, that he was scarcely able to write fast 
-enough, hence the work received a very difibrent form and ten- 
dency from that at first contemplated. And this state of the 
author's mind lasted exactly as long as lie was engaged in the 
work, viz: from August ir93 until December 1794. 

This work was uncommonly well received, many copies 
W€^ sent to America, where it is frequently read. It became 
Icnown in Asia, wfaei*ever there were Germans, ftiends to the 
'christian religion. The author received testimonials of i^pm- 
hation from Denmark, Sweden and Russia as far as Astracan. 
A large number of commendatory letters from persons of «v«iy 
rank in the dilTei'ent pi*ovinces of Germany poured in upon him ; 
tnany learned sceptics were thereby gained over to the chris- 
tian cause ; in short, there are few books, which have excited 
«o general mi interest. 

It is a remarkable circumstance, that in this very period of 
' time three distinct and unconnected voices plainly declared, that 
the pt'ofessorshtp in the university was not his proper ca]Hng. 
The first was a conviction of his own mind for whidi he conld no- 
signs no particular reason. That impulse, which lie had felt flmm 
liis youth, of becoming an acth'e instrument in ^e hand of 
the Lonl, for the propagation of religion and which always had 
been the cffictent cause of aH his religious labors, stood at that 
4ime more dearly before him than ever,, and excited an nr- 
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dent desiroi to rid himself of every earthly care 00 ttaft hb mi^bt 
flevote himself with all his powers to the serviee of the Lor^ and 
his kingdom. The second voice spoke tl^ same language from alt 
the letters, whieh he received ahoiit this time. In all of them he 
was called Qpon, to devote bhnself exclusively to the service of 
the Lord and of religion^ and that he ought by no means eease 
laboring for the good cause. The third voice finally was tliat 
about the same time secret societies and a revol^itionary spirit 
among the students at Marburg became general, by whicl^ 
means they were filled with sentiments and principles in> direct 
opposition to those doctrines, which Stilling uicolcaled; hence 
the number of his hearers continually decrease^ and the qiirit 
•f the times, left him not the least hope of being usefulin future 
by teaching the principles of Potiticai Economy, which he pro^ 
fesseti. 

I now intreat tlie reader, calmly ta refleet what must have 
been the feelings of a conscientious man in such a situation } 
Bat clear as all tiiis was, still the way to reach the goal 
was involved in mist and obscurity. For in the first place 
bis family was numerous, his son was pursuing his studies^ 
the war and other circumstances had raised the price of every 
article^ the number of indigent persons^ who were looking to him 
aad otbens for assistance, was continually increasing, his high sa- 
lary was scarcely sufficient to maintain his family, many debts: 
were still to be paid, though Eliza, treading faithfully in 
£dma^s footsteps, had paid within the last few years several 
hundred guilders in despite of sickness, heavy expenses and 
Hannah's outset: the interests were likewise regularly paid, but 
' imder pi*esent circumstances it was impossible to think of any 
considerable diminution of debts, he was therefore under the ne* 
cessity of remaining in his office for the sake of the salary. Bis 
aituation was of course by no means enviable. Insurmountable 
obstacles preventeil him from entering upon tiiat career, in which 
he might have been ciieerfully active, and for which he had feU 
a strong bias from his youth ; on the other hand the calling in 
which he had to labor without hope and without a blessing was 
indispensably necessary for hL» subsistence. To all this ough 
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to be added the sad reflection he frequently ntade» what his sot- 
ereign would say, should he learn, how little Stilling wa» do- 
ing or rather could do for the large salary he received ? — 

The year 1794 strewed again many thorns over Stilling's 
course of life ; in the month of February Eliza^s eldest daughter 
Lubecka died» and during the summer otiier trials awaited himr 
which shall be related in the sequel. 

In the month of July he received a letter from Lavaterr in- 
forming himy that on his return from Copenhagen, he would 
pass through Marburg to pay him a visit This was a cause 
of great joy to him, he had hitherto had but one personal in- 
terview with this beloved friend and tins had taken place twenly 
years before at Elbcrfeld, though they had kept up a constant 
correspondence. He was glad of another opportunity of 
convei'ising with this witness of the truth on various subjects^ 
which could not well be treated of in a correspondence. Lavater 
arrived on Sunday afternoon at Marburg in company of his 
pious and amiable daughter, who afterwards married parson 
Gesner at Zurich. He stayed only till the next morning, wbeii 
he continued his journey. 

History scarcely presents another example of a learned man, 
who has equally excited the attention of the world without 
entertaining the least wish of so doing. On the evening, as be 
was at supper in Stilling^s family, the place before the house 
was thronged with people, and the windows were crowded with 
spectators. But he was in more than one respect a remarkable 
man, a dear witness of the truth, as it is in Jesus Christ. The 
bond of friendship, which had hitherto subsisted between him 
and Stilling, was on that occasion more closely knit together, 
and they resolved that neither ignominy nor shame nor death 
itself should ever alienate their hearts from Christ, hated and 
despised as he might be by the world. 

Soon after this the severe trials and suffarings came on, 
of which 1 have spoken above. It was his custom during the 
vacation of Whit-suntidc to make a journey with his students to 
Cassel to show them at Wilhelinsliohe tlie different kinds of for- 
eign forest trees. This year to his great satisfaction, tlie Elect- 
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or granted hfan tho accomplishrnent of a wish, he had long en- 
tertained, of establishing a school for young foresters. On his 
return, he dropt the following expi'ession before the studentss 
"I have at length obtained, what I desired," without further 
mentioning the object of his wishes. There was a private teach* 
er at Marburg, much beloved by the students, a great friend of 
Kant's philosophy, which at that time was the fashion of the 
day. The Elector^who was no friend of this philosophy, transfer- 
red the young man from Marburg to Hanau as professor of 
Philosophy with a salary of one hundred dollars. This order 
displeased the students at Marburg, and their suspicion rested on 
8ttlKng of having been the means of his removal, for they sup* 
posed, that the expression which he had dropt on the journey 
from Cassel, of having obtained what he desired, had refer- 
ence to this circumstance. The fermentation rose at length to 
the highest pitch, and they resolved to serenade the above men- 
tioned teacher, but to attack Stilling's house and break the 
windows. Jacob, who was a student of law and never entered 
into such combinations, learnt with terror what was g^ing on. 
He knew, that his mother Eliza expected soon to be confined 
and that his aunt, Amalia Going, Eliza's youngest sister was 
very sick with the dissentery. Fearing for the lives of his 
parents and his aUnt, — for the spirit of the times,being in harmo- 
ny with the terrorism reigning in France, breathed nothing but 
death and murder, and the students were filled with revolutionary 
sentiments,— he informed his parents of the danger which threat* 
ened them, and besought them to take measures, which might 
prevent so great a misfortune. He then went round among the 
students and begged them to give up their plans, but at first 
without success. At length it was promised him on condition^ 
that he would join their secret society. For two hours the poor 
fellow was hesitating between two evils, at last he concIuded,that 
bis becoming a member of the society was the less of the two^ 
he therefore consented to join it, the attack was averted, and 
they took no other revenge of Stilling, except that they spat in 
the street as they passed his house in procession—* this waa 
harmlessy for the street was wide enough for it« 
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stinting was whoHy iinacqwinted with this ^H:vni8taiiccv 
tiiftt bis son had joined one of the secret societies of the students^, 
be was informed of it a year afterwards* but in such a manner,, 
that it occasioned him neither grief nor (ineasiness. Jacob- 
strongly solicited bis parents* to permit him to study for briC 
a year at OtBttingen* declai*ing that this step would be very ad^ 
Tantageoos to him. His parents gave thdr consent with some 
peluctance. Jacob's secret intention in going to Gcettingcn was 
formally to renounce all connection with the society and to in- 
form the Provost of it* which be could not do at Marburg* unless 
he wished to rouse again the ire of ttie students. About this time 
all Academical secret societies were prohibited by the diet at 
Batisbon* aud inquiries concerning them were instituted at alfc 
the universities; fortunately Jacob had already renounced all 
eonnection with the order* and obtained a testimonial for that par-^ 
pose* and thus he escaped censure. Tlie next summer, after hi» 
return to Marburg the judicial inquiries into the nature of tbeae 
secret institutions commenced there* and to the astonishment of 
all* Jacob's name was likewise found on the list fie tlien caane 
forward and produced his testimonials; the business was referred^ 
for a final decision to the Elector* whom Stilling informed of tho 
true cause of his son's having entered the society; the Elector 
was perfectly satisfied and cleared him from every responsibilitjr 
on this account. 

A new connection was formed in the course of this y^ar m 
Btilling's family. Stilling had always considered the two sis-- 
ters of Eliza* Maria and Amalia* two amiable young ladies as a 
valuable gift of God* he as well as M his friends* who were ad* 
mitted into the family-circle* were charmed with their society.. 
Amalia had made a deep impresssion upon Jacob by ber excels 
lent character and beauty. At first be had been of opinion^ 
that it was wrong to mart*y the sister of bis step-mother* and 
thinking himself not able to conquer this attachment* he waa 
on the point of leaving the paternal house. He however 
entrusted the secret of bis heart to his brollier^inriaw* wh(> 
advised htm* to make bis wishes known to his parents. StiU 
ling and Eliza had no objections^ but gave their cofisent to the 
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sttanrlMjgey {iroTiied J^u^c^itained a sitntiaiiy wkteh wt>«M ^m 
aUe him to maintain a family. Howover seven years elapsed 
before it actually took place. In order to prevent slanderous 
reports^ he left the paternal house and engaged to direct « 
ytoung gentleman in his studies of the la# at the university. 

In the autumn of this year the Elector gave to young Mr. 
Coinga call as chaplain to his embassy at Ratisbon^ which o& 
JBce he filled with honor and applause for several years. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Thus sitnated Stilling entered into the year 1795 ; on th« 
4th of January Eliza was safely delivered of a son» whorecetved 
the name of Frederick,and is still alive. A fortni^t affcerwarda 
he received one Sunday afternoon the sad intelligencey that hin 
intimate friend and uncle R|f*aft had suddenly departed thia 
life. The manner in which this real christian and celebrated 
preacher died» was very remarkable. He was seated at the sup* 
per table, with his wife, one daughter and a few friends, all, wh« 
l¥ere present, had enjoyed themselves in his agreeable com- 
pany, for he was that evening nncommonly cheerful* After sup^ 
per he arose from his chair, raised his eyes to heaven, commenc* 
«d a prayer, and in that moment his spirit departed, be dropt 
down and was instantaneously dead. 

Ki*aft had been a learned Theologian and though his orato* 
rial powers had not been of the first order he was nevertheless « 
celebrated and an interesting speaker; he kept the attention of hia 
auditory always fixed and irresistibly affected the heart I waa 
once in church at Frankfort, a Prussian officer took his seat bjr 
my side; the indifference, depicted on his countenance {riaialy 
indicated, that he was merely there, in order to be able to say 
lie had been to church. The Sexton laid a hy mnbook before each 
<>f us; the officer barely looked once into it ; of me he took no n»* 
tice at all ; at length Kraft entered ttie pulpit — ^the officer look* 
«d up witti indifference — Kraft commenced his prayer, tiie officer 
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became more attentive,— The minister liegan to preach, and ve- 
ry soon his eyes were steadfastly fixed upon biroy his mouth 
was wide open as if ready to devour every word Kraft was utter- 
ing; at the word dmen, he turned to me and said : **I have ne- 
ver before heard such a sermon." 

Kraft was a man endowed with wisdom^ and consistent in 
all ids actions, he was a zealous christian, both theoretically and 
practically. He was uncommonly charitable, and his pious 
wife was a faithful helpmate in tlie exercise of that virtue; 
whenever it was necessary, and he knew, that the gift would be 
well applied, he gladly s])ent a hundred guilders in one charita- 
ble act, and that in such a manner, as if the receiver were doing 
him a favor in accepting the present. When he was yet a stu- 
dent, one day a poor man asked an alms of him ; having no mo- 
ney in his pocket, he took his silver buckles out of his shoes, and 
gave them to the beggar. Though he was very orthodox^h^ 
was one of the most tolerant men in existence. 

Blessed art thou, dear man of God ! The assurance of meet- 
ing thee again in the kingdom of heaven is a cordial to thy 
friend, in his painful pilgrimage through this vale of tears. 

Mr. Passavant from Detmold was appointed to take charge 
of Kraft's congregation. Three daughters besides his widow, sur- 
vived him; the two eldest were married to two worthy clergymen, 
the youngest married a young lawyer after the death of both 
her parents. Kraft's widow moved with the remaining part of 
her family into her native city Marburg, where they live in Stil- 
ling's house in christian love and friendship. 

He hired this summer a country house at Ochershousen 
about one mile from town, for the benefit of his and Eliza's health, 
where they spent the greater part of the summer season. But 
bis lectures he continued to give in his house in the city. 

In the spring of 1796 a young man came one morning to 
^tilling at Ochershousen. He addressed him politely, and when 
he inquired for his name, learnt, that he was the remarkable 

N . In expectation, wiiat this singular man might have to 

say, he invited liira to take a scat. The stranger at first con- 
sulted him concerning a friend, who was afflicted with weak 
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eyes, but the real cause of his visit being uppermost in hiit 
mind^ he soon took hold of Still ingls hand, kissed it and said : 

"Mr. Stilling! are you not the author of the work entitled: 
**Lr>nging for Heaven ?'* 

<« Yes, Sir, I am.'* 

**Then you are one of my unknown superiors !" ( Saying so, 

he again kissed his hand.) 

"No my dear Sir, I am neither your unknown superior, nor 
that of any other man, I am engaged in no secret Society !*' 

The stranger looked in deep emotion at him, and said : 
^^Dearest Mr. Stilling ! do not conceal yourself from me, I have 
been tried long and severely enough ; as you well know." 

"MydoarSir! I declare to you before God, that lam not 
engaged in any secret society, and that I comprehend nothing of 
sd\ you mean or expect to learn from me." 

Tliis declaration was too strong and too serious, for a 
doubt to remain on the stranger's mind, it was now his turn to be 
astonished, and he c >ntinued: "How does it happen, that you ar^". 
so well acquainted with the society, which exists in the East, and 
ilescribe it so accurately in your work, and point out so minutely 
their places of meeting in Egypt, on mount Sinai in the monaste- 
ry of Canobin, and under the temple of Jerusalem ? 

"I know nothing about it ; these ideas presented them- 
selves very lively to my imagination; It is mere fiction." 

Pardon me, you have related nothing hut the truth. — It is 
incomprehensible to me, how you could so exactly hit it ! 

He then gave a circumstantial account of this society in the 
£ast, which astonished Stilling beyond measure: for he learnt 
some remarkable aiul extraordinary circumstances, which how> 
«ver are not suitable for publication, I only assure the readev 
upon my word of honor, that, what he learnt from the stranger, 
has not the most distant relation to politics. . 

About the same time a certain Sovereign asked Stilling in 
a letter, whence he had obtained his information concerning the 
society in the East? for what he had written in bis late work con* 
corning it, was correct. His written answer was of course in 
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s^bstanc.!i J;h«9ft|iie, whicUlie Iiad i^ven to the abor^o iiie|itioiie4 
stranger. 

The disclosare Qf the Oriental secret Stilling continues to 
look upon as a circumstance of the greatest importance, because 
it has a reference to the kingdom of God* But many things in 
jnegard to it are still in the dark, for he obtained afterwards from 
a respectable source some hints concerning s^nother Oriental bo- 
ciety, established upon different principles, likewise unconnected 
with politics. It is still uncertain whether these two societies 
are in any connection with each other. 



CHAPTER yilL 

The year 1796 was for a great part of Germany a year of 
terror and misery, tlie crossing of a French army over the 
Hhine, their march into Franconia, and afterwards their retreat, 
filled the whole country with indescribable misery, and as Hessia 
was at peace with France, all Bed into the neighborhood of Mar- 
burg* A census being taken of the fugitives, who had fled to 
that town and its vicinity the number was found to amount 
to forty-five thousand persons. It was a pitiful sight, to be- 
hold all the roads lined with waggons, coaches and carts carry- 
jUg baggage; men, women and children on horseback and on 
foot, blessing the prince, who had made peace. All these 
occurrences greatly^ affected the mind of Stilling, but in par- 
ticular the spirit of the day, which insults and tramples upon ev- 
ery thing, which is sacred ; and his anxious desire, to be active- 
ly engaged in the cause of religion, increased daily. This ai*dent 
wish had induced him in the year 1795 to commence the publi- 
cation of a periodical entitled "The Grey Man,*' which met 
witii a reception from the public beyond his most sanguine cxi)ec- 
tafions wherefore it is still continued. It is not only read in all 
Germany, but in every part of the world. I myself have seen 
German American papers, in which parts of "The Grey Man" 
were inserted with the promise of a ccmtinuation. 

I must recall William Stilling again to tiie recollection 
•jf the reader, by giving a ' short relation of the remRindcr 
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of his lifb* His second marriage hati not been Ue^e^ ; m 
despite of hard labor and economy, he had every year be- 
come more'rednced in his circumstances, had involved biniself in 
debt, and the four children, which he had with his second wife, 
three daughters and one son, all very honest and well-meaning, 
were unfortunate and poor in the world. The old patriarch 
8aw them ail in tlietr misery aboot him, without being a* 
ble to assist them. Stilling meanwhile was living at a distance, 
atid knew but little, how mattei*s stood in his father^) family,and 
could not even suspect the wretchedness of his situation. Hfs 
father however had several reasons for wishing that the truest^te 
of his situation might be kept from his son. In the first place be 
had frequently declared, that he would rather put up with the 
meanest fare than receive assistance from any of his children. 
Ih the second place, the reader will i*enieniber that Stilling had 
received many bitter reproaches- from his father in the days 
of bis calamity. Hrs father could not have forgotten allthi» 
ahd it was natural therefore he should feel some reluctance m 
a<^cepting his support from thi» child. 

After be was settled at Marburg he was opportunFties ot 
receiving more correct information concerning his father's trou- 
bles, and though a heavy debt was- still to be |mid, he resolved, 
after mature reflection and consultation with Eirza,to contribute 
weekly one DoHar towards the support of lHsfather,and to send 
hfm from time to time as much sugar and coflfee^ a» the tw» old ' 
people would n^cd. Eliza likewise sent aa opportunities oecured a' 
bbttle of good wine toLinedorf, to invigorate the good^old m^n» 

After the deatli of his wife, William Stilling gave the man- 
agement of the house into the hands, of his youngest daughter, 
who had' married a carter, and he boarded with her. But this 
pNtor'womi»n, whose husband was always on the road withhi» 
waggon andliorses, was too poor to- hire help in the house,, to 
nurse her old father, and she herself had to tabor hanl In field 
and garden from morning till late in the evening, and thus littio 
care was taken of William. The other cluldren were likewiso 
unable to do anything, for they could not help thomselvc8> mueb 
less assist others ; in »hort the misery^ was great indeed^ 
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William Stilling was then in liis ciglitietlr ycar^ and tn all re- 
upcctjfpcrfcctly healthy, excepting his legs and feet, which wera- 
full of running sores. The strength of his mind was likewise 
nearly gone, as well as his memory. 

In the month of August 1796 Stilling received a letter from 
f)uc of his relatives, who had visited the good old man, and 
hud »een the misery in which he lived. Tlie description 
of the sufferings of his father contained in the letter, induced 
Stilling, immediately to send a waggon to hring him to Mar- 
hurg. Learning at Ockershousen the news of the arrival of 
Lis father in town, he fortiiwith hastened thither, to welcome 
him* But alas ! in what a wretched situation did he find him! 
When he entered the room, where he was, such a pestilential 
odor struck upon his olfactory nerveSf as he had never experi- 
enced in any anatomical theatre. Scarcely could he approach 
to embrace him* It \\ as really a blessing for the good old father^ 
that the strength of his mind had so far decreased, that he was* 
not very sensible of his sufferings. A few yeai*s before, this 
great misery would have appeareil to him an intolerable burden 
with his nice sense of decency and love of cleanliness. Stillhig's 
heart was bleeding at this s-pectacle, but Eliza, who had frc-- 
quently expressed the wish, that she might be so fortunate, as to 
)iave an opportunity of nursing her parents in their old age^ 
commenced the necessary and burdensome labors with courage 
and resolution. — Dear and noble wife — thou forbiddest ine,^ 
to say a- word in thy praise — well ! I shall be silent I But 
father William who was here in a gi*eat measure insensible of 
thy filial love and services, and could not impart his blessing to 
thee, will hereafter meet thee, faithful bearer of thy €i*oss! in the 
fields of bliss, and richly I'cturn thee the thanks, he was un* 
able to express on earth ! Dorothy too will approach with him^ 
to welcome her daughter Eliza. Father Eberhard will smile 
peace to thee, and Selma will embrace her friend with these 
words: ^^BUssed art thou, who haM so completely fvlfiUed mtf 
expectationsi All these glorified saints w ill lead thee to the 
throne of thy merciful Saviour, who will incline the sceptre of 
tlic unhei-sc towards thee and say : *'^fhat tliow hast done^ (o 
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this my ^ervant^ tlwu ha$l dam unto me, enter thou, ciHxen of the 
fiexo Jeriisulemf aiid enjoy the cansummation of bliss.*^ 

Eliza c!ontini]ed to perform her works of love until October j 
when she was delivered of a daiiglitcr wlio is still alive, and was 
callod Amalia. Amalia Coin^; who was the enj^aged bride of 
William StillingV grand-son, undertook to nurse him durinii: Eli- 
za's confinement^ she also will reap in eteiniity her reward for her 
faithfulness. 

The close of 1796 brought mourning into Stiiling*s family^ 
in autumn two brothers of Mr. Going — both unmarried — de- 
parted this life. Mrs. Kraft likewise left us on Christmas-dayr 
to join her brothers and husband in a better world. Her 
daughter married the next summer, and the remaining three 
persons of the Kraft family still lived together at Marburg. 

This year had also been a year of suffering to Schwartz 
and Hannah; he had left his place at Derbach, and accepted 
a call as minister at Eckzell in the Wetterow, where he was ex- 
posed to all the horrors of the war. Hannah was one of the 
forty -five thousand fugitives of whom I have spoken before. In 
her parent's house she was delivered of her third child, and then 
returned again to her post. 

The year 1797 was not remarkable in Stilling's life, 
every thing went on as usual, except tliat a deep gloom 
overhung his spirits, which deprived him of every enjoy- 
ment. His pleasant family circle alone, in which every one, 
who moved in it, was comfortable, kept his mind from totally 
sinking. Eliza and her two sisters were the instruments, which 
the Lord employed to aid him in bearing his cross, though Eliza 
herself was almost sinking under her burden. 

Their Father was insensible to all this, he was a child, 
and became more imbecile every day; in order that every at- 
tention might be paid him. Stilling sent for Mary the daughter 
of his eldest sister, who faithfully performed her duty towards 
her grand-father, until his circumstances required another nurse, 
Avhich was found in ftn old widow, who attended him by night 
and day. Mary's character developed itself greatly to her ad- 
vantage, she enjoys the regard and love of alLthe good, and 
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l^liiig and Eliza lore and treat her aA one of their own children. 
William Stilling gradually lost all recollection so much, as even 
not to recognize his own son, he remembered hardly any thing of 
his second marriage and children, but of his marriage with Doro* 
thy and the yeai*s of his youth he sometimes spoke in unconnect- 
ed sentences. But if any one turned the subject to religion, his 
nHnd seemed to revive, he then spoke connectedly i and rationally^ 
and when this also ceased, his imagination was still attac^licd to 
sAme Bible passages treating of j the forgiveness of sin througli 
the sufferings and death of Christ, which he repeated again and 
again, with many tears and wringing of hands, and with which he 
comforted himself in his sufferings. From this example we may 
karn, how important it is, to fill the memory of children 
early witli edifying passages from the Bible and with hymns f 
for the first impressions upon the memory of a child are indelible. 
I)uring the years of their youth, these sentences and verses arc 
perhaps of little practical use, but when in old age their pilgrimage ' 
leads them through William's desert, where tliey are devoid ' 
of all enjoyment of social life, and almost of tlie consciousness 
of their own existence, have scarcely a glimnier of reasen for 
tlieir guide, and have forgotten almost their course of life, such 
scripture sentences and verses become spiritual food, which 
strengthens them for their passage through the' awful gulph' 
of death. 

During the Whit-suntide-vacation of 1797 Stilling and Eliza 
again experienced a remarkable proof of the care of Divine Pro- 
vidence. He enjoyed indeed a handsome salary, but his family 
expenses were also very great ; for every article was at that 
time exorbitantly high at Marburg, and every father of a 
family will recollect periods in the time of his housekeeping. 
When various circumstances combine, wliich when united, occa* 
sion a press for m^ney while his situation is such, that he neither 
can nor dare make debts. Such was at this time the situation 
of Stilling or rather of Eliza, who had taken upon hei-sclf the 
family caiTs and the administration of the income. A worthy 
Isfdy in Switzerland had some time previous to this consulted 
hhn in a letter coticcrning the'blindncss of her husband. But 
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at th« Ume when he .w^s.in these straightened <;ircttfn8tsM)9^ 
w\A m Ills yearly journey with the students ^t Ca^siel^ he w- 
reived a letter from this lady inclosing a bill Qf e^chs^nge fy^t 
-three hundred guilders^requesting him not to suppose that.i^he.e^- 
pectcd -a recompense or any services for this triQe;. the qfiu^ei^f 
iior sending it was merely, that she felt it her duty to do 30, aiid 
ibegged him to say not a word about it. Thus he Jwas at pnc^ 
relieved from his embarrassments^ and Sliza^i faith was great^ 
^trcngtliened. 

The y«ar 1758 is in Stillingls history remarkable^ as l^e 
wrote during that period his *<History of the triumph of the chris- 
tian religion^* in an explanation of the Apocalypse ; ,wa(L fdsuj^f 
a journey to Bremen witli ]^Iiza. 

The origin of ••the triumph of the christian religion*^ yf^ 
^ follows : the important consequences of the Fr.ei;»ch i^volutioiiy 
And the great events, which were taking place in tjie T^orld ^«^ 
lioutthis time, mude every where a deep impression Qn tlip^o 
true worshipers of the Lord, who were attentive to the fil^Hif 
of the times. Several of them undertook to apply certain jpaHli^ 
H}{ the Apocalypse to these events, without reference to the vrhoto 
connection t)f this prophecy and its spirit.contained in tl^e-BihJLe* 
$orae very sensible men 'supposed the French cockle to be thf 
«ign ef the beast and therefore believed, that tliis beast had ainea- 
^y arisen fropfi the abyss and that the man of sin i^ad actfia^/ 
made his appearance* This opinion being very generally receive^ 
among the true christians of this time appeared dangerpjis p^ 
^tilling, and lie intended to warn them against it in one of the 
Duml^ers «f "The Grey Man/' He considered it however an ejCf 
treynely important circamstapce,that the learned Dr.Bengel in hif 
explanation of tlie Appcalypi^c, written more than (ifty years hpy 
fore, had difinitcly declared that the great conflict wott)dcpmroeitC9 
in the last deccnnium of the eightaenth century, ^nd that tl^e Popi^ 
pf Rome would then lose h is power* An anonymous writer at Carls* 
ruhe had gone a step farther and in a mqre definite explanatioi|i 
pf BengePs Apocalyptical system of calculation had fixed upon tb^ 
yearsof the last deccnnium, wiien Rome should fall,andtliishedid 
eighteen years before it actually took place. These circumstan- 
ces attracted StillJng^s attention to BengePs works and particu- 
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larljr to tliat of the above mentioned anonymous writer at CarU- 
nilie. To these occurrences which made a deep impression up- 
on his mind the following circumstances must be added* which 
prepared him for so important a work ; ♦*the Heimweli'^ had 
made a deep and salutary impresson upon numbers belonging to* 
the Moravian church, Stilling became better known in that socie- 
ty, his life and his other works were read more generally, es- 
|)ecially "The Grey Man/' Brethren, passing tli rough Marburg, 
visited him, he likewise read niany vvorks« which had been pub- 
lished by them ; in short he esteemed and respected this society 
the more highly, the better he became acquainted with it and its 
publications, especially with their congregational and missonary 
accounts, which were sent him ; mA he believed, that all tlieir 
establishments and their activity in the spread of the gospel had 
been peculiarly directed and were accompanied by the blessing of 
Divine Pravidence,but what united him more tiian any thing else 
to this society was an intimate correspondence between him and 
Brother Erxleben* who was stationed first in Bremen, then at 
Norden in Eastfriesland and lastly at Herrnhut This corespon- 
dence still continues, and will probably not cease until one of 
them is called to join the church triumphant above. Stilling be- 
lieved he had discovered in this society an impcn*tant preparatory 
step for laying the foundation of the kingdom of God, it apjiear- 
ed to him to be the Seminary of this kingdom, and this idea gave 
him an important view in I'egard to one of the principal figures 
in the Apocalypse. 

The second circumstance^ which prepared him for this 
work, was the extensive and unexpected awakening, which had 
taken place in England^ in consequence of which the great Mis* 
sionary Society had been established. The occurrence was so 
striking and the period of its origin so remarkable, that no true 
christian could remain indifferent. This awakening likewise 
strengthened the idea in his mind, that the kingdom of God 
would speedily be revealed, and the true christian fi-om every 
quarter looked after the golden hand of the clock on the pinnacle 
of the temple, and he, wlio was rather dim-sighted asked his 
sharper-sighted brother: "What o'clock is it?" But notwith- 
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standing all these reflections in Stilling^s mind, he did not en- 
tertain the most distant idea of venturing to write an explanation 
of the sacred prophecy of the Apocalypse, but rather to warn his 
fellow christians in **The Grey Man'* agaifist so daring an at- 
tempt, because many had missed the point. However as 
in the leadings of Providence throughout Stilling^s life^ that 
which is most unexpected appears always to be the theme and 
maxim of his heavenly Father, so it was likewise in the present 
case. 

One Sunday morning in March 1798 Stilling had resolved 
not to go to church, but to write for *<The Grey Man*' and es- 
pecially to impart to the christian reader something useful about 
the Revelation of St John. With this view he took up the 
above mentioned anonymous explanation of this last book in the 
New Testament, and began to read. Suddenly he felt an im- 
pulse to translate the Apocalypse from the Greek, to explain it 
verse by veree, and to retain Bengel's system of calculation, 
because it had hitherto been applicable, and had been re- 
markably fulfilled in our times. He therefore commenced the 
labor immediately, hoping, that the sjiirit of the Lord would en- 
lighten him in all difficulties, and would lead him into all the 
truth. His "History of the triumph of the christian religion'* 
Is therefore no previously meditated work, but was written in 
leisure-hours, with prayer and supplication for light and grace, 
and forthwith sent to Nurnberg to friend Rowe for publication. 
As soon as he shall find leisure, he will in a few supplements to 
the work rectify, explain and more clearly define several things 
which may need elucidation. 

Whoever is not inclined to a malicious interpretation of 
every thing, but is willing to judge honestly and equitably, will 
not accuse Stilling of wishing to excite the idea that he was writ- 
ing by divine inspiration, my only aim is to convince the reader, 
that his works — more or less dofective — were published under a 
peculiar direction of Divine Providence; the course in which 
God led him througliout his wiiole life, and the uncommon and 
unexpected blessing, which accompanied his practical works 
answer sufficiently for the truth of this assertion. This was 
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likewise the case with^Hhc history of the triumph of the christian 
religion/\for scarcely had one year elapsed after the first edition 
4iad been published, when a second was demanded. 

Stilling^s melancholy had reached its acme during the sum* 
TOfr of this year, he sometimes endeavored to investigate its causQ 
by meUns of his medical knowledge, but all attempts were fruit- 
less. It was not melancholy in the usual acceptation of the word, 
%ut what I would call a complete void of enjoyment, a state of 
inind which even the purest earthly pleasure could not affect, he 
was a stranger in the world, every thing which gives satisfac- 
tion tootliergood men was totally indifferent to him — Nothing — 
Nothing but this one great object, to become useful in extend- 
ing the "Redeemer's kingdom — which however appeared to him 
partly dark atid partly unattainable — filled his soul: towards it 
liis view was directed and to nothing else. His soul, heart and 
understanding were attached to Christ with fulness of love, but 
accompanied by a sensation of sadness. What increased the evil 
was, that he durst not disclose his grievous situation to any one, 
-because no one undei^tood him — in a few instances he discovered 
liimself to some friends in the Netherlands, but they took um- 
brage at itf because they fancied he believed himself in an exalt- 
ed mystical state, since he had called the situation of his mind: 
^'the state of mystical truth.^' Good God! it is difficult to travel 
the path of tire holy cross — Iwt afterw^ards it brings inexpressible 
blessings ! 

The true cause why his heavenly guide permitted him to 
fall into this sad state of mfnd, was doubtless in the firet place, to 
preserve 1«m against religious pride and vanity, wjuch kills ev- 
ery sense of religion, into which he would have fallen without 
this thorn in the flesh, as he received from every quarter assur- 
ances of approbation; in the state in which he was, these things 
gave him pleasure for a moment, like a warm ray of the sun 
on a cold December-day, but immediately afterwards all was a- 
gain as before, and he felt, as if it were nothing to him. In 
the ^^^(>nd place, the heavenly smelter probably brought him 
into this oven of purification, in order radically to burn out cer- 
tain reinains of coivuption. 
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Though EHza herself had a heavy cross ta kcar, »tiU she 
was the o^Jy one among all his friends^ to whom he could dis- 
cover himself and impart his feelings without reserve; which in- 
deed increased her own sufferings, without her being aWe to ex- 
tricate him out of his, but her faithful care and participation in 
his trials were inestimable blessings to Stilling, and iier animal 
ing conversation made Us: burden Gghter. 



CHAPTER IX. 

His operations of the cataract and cures of diseases of the eye 
were peculiarly blessed; he had continued them without interrup- 
tion though he did not meddle with medical practice in any other 
way; but a twofold inconvemence attended them. TIte maxim 
which he had adopted, and from which he cannot depart, to de- 
mand no pay for any operation and cure of the eye, but to servo 
all without remuneration, unless a patient makes him a present 
of his own accord, and can do it witliout in J4iring himself^ 
bi'ought him a great number of applicants, he was every moment 
exposed to interruption, ami bis patience was frecjiiently tried to 
the utmost. Tlie second still greater inconyenienco was this, 
that poor, blind persons with testimonials of their poverty were 
sent to him from all quarters, without having suffieient money for 
their maintenance during tlie cure— «what was to be done in such 
cases ? — he could not send these objects of pity away for the 
sake of a few guilders. The Directors of the two Fi'otestant 
orphan-houses at Marburg had agreed, to i*eceive patients of 
this description during the cure for a very moderate condensa- 
tion^ but even this moderate compensation hadtocpmeout of 
Still ing's pocket; and besides in conserpience of this benevolent 
arrangt».ment citizens and forcrgnersk sent their needy patients- the 
more frequently without money; of course many a trial of faith 
took place, but the Lord most gloriously legitimated them alU as^ 
the sequel will show. 

About tlie middle of the summer of 1798 Dr. Wienholt in 
Bremen invited Stilling to come to that city, since a number 
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of persons, afflicted wlt!» the cataract wished to be operated by 
him. Stirling replied, tliat ho would come during the autumnal 
vacation. Tiiis was d(me accordingly, and Eliza resolved to 
accompany him, notwithstanding her indisposition, for she did 
not like to leave her husband for so long a time alone, who great- 
ly stood in need of her care and support : besides this, slie was 
desirous of seeing the city from which her ancestor's on the 
maternal side had descended, for one of them Duising came from 
Brabant and had settled at Bremen during the religious perse- 
cution of the Duke of Alba. Two cousins, by the name of Mey- 
er both Doctors of Law were still residing at Bremen ; the elder 
was one of the four ruling Burgomasters of the city, and the 
younger Secretary in one of the Departments of government. 
These relatives were likewise yery anxious to see their Mar- 
burg friends. 

On the22d day of September 1798 Stilling and Eliza com- 
menced their journey to Bremen. In consequence of Eliza^s 
illness, they were compelled to ti'avel very slow, because she 
could not bear the jolting of the carriage. On the 28th late 
in tiie evening they arrived at Bremen, and were hospitably re- 
ccive^l by Secretary Meyer; he and his excellent wife were in 
perfect mental harmony with Stilling and Eliza, and the latter 
soon felt at home and comfortable in this family. His brother, 
the Burgomaster likewise omitted nothing, which he supposed 
would be agreeable to his Marburg friends. 

Stilling performed twenty -two operations of the cataract in 
Bremen, and besides gave to many afflicted with weak eyes, his 
advice as oculist. Among the patients, on which he performed 
these operations, was an aged man, a citizen of Bremen, who had 
been blind for many years, and in consequence of this affliction 
had been reduced in his cirenmstances. Several ladies request* 
ed Stilling ti) permit them to be present at the operation, wish- 
ing to be witnesses of the satisfaction, which a man must feel, at 
the recovery of his sight who has been blind for years. The opera- 
tion was successful, and Stilling permitted him to look about — 
the patient looked round clasping his hands exclaiming : **Ah ! 
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yonder arc ladies, and every thing is in great disorder in the 
room !*• The good ladies did not know, what they should say 
or think, and hastily left tlie place. 

Stilling made many higidy interesting acquaintances in Bre- 
men, and also renewed several old friendships ; among others 
with Doc^tor and Professor Meister, with wliom he had become 
acquainted at BMberfeld, and with Ewald, who was minister of a 
congregation in Bremen. The celebrated Dr. Olbers became his 
friend and at his house he also made the acquaintance of tho 
great Astronomer Schroeder. 

Bremen is blessed with many pious inhabitants, and the cha- 
racter of the people is more refined and more moral, than in other 
commercial cities. This is in particular to be ascribed to the 
excellent preacher*s, with whom this city has always been blessed 
and whose pious services it still enjoys* 

After a very pleasant stay of three weeks and some days 
he and Eliza left Bremen on the £lst of October. The Lord 
had blessed his hand, and the rich patients had presented him 
with sums which not only covered the expensive journey but left 
something in his hands, which was a great help in his nu- 
merous family. Their relatives at Bremen accompanied them 
as far as the Asseler Damm. The road to Hoya was in a 
dreadful condition, however they arrived without any acci- 
dent though late in the evening in that city ; at Hanover they 
stopped again a short time at Mr. Falk's, wh6re they met 
with a brotherly reception ; they then continued their journey, 
and arrived at Marburg and found all their friends there in the 
enjoyment of health. 



CHAPTER X. 

This journey to Bremen enlarged the number of Stiiling's 
friends and acquaintances but it also increased his correspon- 
dence. Consultations concerning diseases of the eye and letters 
on religious subjects arrived daily, so that he was scarcely able 
to answer them^ In addition to this labor ought to be reckon- 
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ed the throng of patients either afflictetf with the cataract, or 
wishing to consult him about some defect in their sight, so that 
it appeared next to impossible, to fulfil all his duties, yet God 
aided him, that be neglected no part of his calling. 

Under tlierse circumstances be commenced the year 1799.. 
On the 2Sd day of Feb. Eliza was safejy delivei'edof her youn- 
gest child which was a girl ; the coiwtcss of WaWeck had ex- 
pressed a desire to become its god-mother, which offer was of 
coui-sc thankfully accepted; and she gave her tlie name Chris- 
tine ; It still lives a blessing to its pai*ents. 

Stilling had become moi-c intimate with Lavatcr since his 
visit to Marburg. Tliey differed in opinFon o*» certain subjects, 
which gave rise to a lively and spirited correspondence ; which 
however did not in the least lessen the brotlierly love subsisting 
between them. Both lived and labored for the Loi*d and his 
kingdom, and this gi*eat aim was liicewise the bond of tlieir mu- 
tual love. At that time the celebrated physician. Doctor Hotze 
was in Frankfort with his excellent son-in-law Doctor de Neuf- 
ville. Stilling had made Hotze^s acquaintance several years pre- 
vious ; the reader will also remember, that Passavant was sta- 
tioned in Frankfort, both were friends of Lavatcr and Stiliing, 
and united by the same bond among each other. Lavater was 
in the habit of sending all his letters to Stilling open to these two 
friends in Frankfort, and the latter sent his answci's likewise 
unsealed to them, whence a very agi'eeable and inr>structive coti- 
trovorsy arose. The subjects treated of in these letters were 
the most iro|)ortant articles of faith ; for instance, the doctrine of 
atonement ; the answering of prayers &c. In the year 1799 this, 
interchange of letters had ceased, for Lavater had been arrested 
and exiled to Basle, and Hotze had removed from Frankfort* 
All this I mention for the sake of a singular phenomenon, which 
occurred to Stilling on the 13th of July. Before his jouiiwy 
to Bremen a friend had given him the conBdential information, 
that a certain celebrated and worthy man was stniggling with 
want and poverty; Stilling mentioned this circumstance to sev- 
eral friends in Bremen ; Doctor Wienliold undertook to make a 
collection for him, and in the course of the succeeding wintdr 
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sent him abont three hundred and fifty guilders; Sdlling by 
mailing inquiry, iiow this money could be safely transmittedy 
4carnt that his wauts had in a measure been reiicvcdy and that tliis 
kind of assistance AVould wound his feelings. This induced Stil* 
iing to retain tlie money, and to make inquiry at Bremen, 
whctlier it sliould be given to tlie English missionary society or 
whether it should bo em^yloyed to assist the unfortunate inhafai« 
tants in the canton of Underwalden in Switzerland? — tlic con- 
ti-ihutors apj)roved of the latter application, and Stilling enter- 
ed into correspondence on this subject with the worthy and pious 
Antistes Hens atZuricIi, because he had been particularly ititercs- 
tcd in those unfortunate people. This letter as aliHsady mentioii. 
H»d was written tlie 13th of July; while in the act of writing, and 
meditating on the situation, in which Switzerland then was, he 
roceircd a strong impi-ession on his mind, that Lavater would 
Hlic a violent death, timt he would die ti martyr. This last word 
was properly speaking tlie one which made the strongest im- 
pression on his mind. It was very natural, that he sliould be 
mucli surprised at this unaccountable fe^jling and tliat In consc- 
qwonce he sliould mention it in his letter to Hess, desiring him 
at the same time to tell it to Lavater, as soon as an o|Tfportunity 
might offer. Hess \Qry soon returned an answer, expressing 
liis own astonishment at what Stilling had mentioned, and prom- 
ised to inform Lavater at a suitable time of it, which I think he 
ilid. My friend Hess will recollect this ciiTumstance very 
well. Stilling had this impression — as has been observed — 
on the 13th day of July ; and ten weeks and a few days after- 
wards, viz : on the 26th of September, Lavater received the 
deadly wound, the consequence of which was a protracted suffer- 
ing of fifteen months, when death released him from his earthly 
troubles. 

In the autumnal-vacation Stilling took his wife and children 
to the village of Munster near Buzbach in the Wctterow,whither 
Schwartz had moved from Eckzell; afterwards he made a jour- 
ney to Frankfort and Hanau, where patients awaited his arrival; 
hut Eliza rouTaiued at Munster. From Ilanau he went to Budin- 
gen. Having there spent tiircc very pleasant days, he traveled 
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in company of a certain Mr. Grafenmeyeri who was on a jour* 
ney to Gcettingon as far as Buzbach. The road led them 
through a swampy country, wliich at tliat time was said to be 
infested by robbers, many stories were told of a certain pewterer 
or coppersmith as captain of the band; and these tales gave the 
coacii-man and servant on the box rich materials for conversa- 
tion. Burglaries, robberies and stories of murders and execu- 
tions, were their continued theme, until they came to the forest of 
Florstedt — Here all at once the coach-man gave the servant a 
knowing look, and said: <<Sure enough, there he is !" Stilling 
looked out of the coach, and observed a tall, strong, thickset 
man, dressed in a blue coat with metal buttons, a cocked hat fixed 
on one side of his head, and a heavy cane in his hand walking 
towards the woods; the coach-man turned round and whispered 
significantly and with evident marks of fear into the coach : 
••Yonder he goes !% 

<*Who goes yonder ?" 

"Who else but the pewterer.*' 

"Ah ! is that the pewterer?'* 

This was certainly rather alarming, but Stilling who was no 
coward got out of the coach on account of the bad road, before 
they reached the forest, and walked on before; for he was 
more afraid of bad roads than of all thepewterers or coppersmiths 
in the world. The forest appeared to be full of people, who were 
cutting wood, but no robber was to be seen. 

In Buzbach he met his son-in-law Schwartz,both stayed that 
night with Mr Beck the forester, whose father-in-law submitted 
the next morning to an operation, afterwards they went together 
to Mimstcr where they found Eliza and all their other friends 
in tolerable hcaltlu 

After a pleasant visit of six days at Munster he started with 
his family for home, Schwartz accompanied them on their re- 
turn as far as Buzbach, tins happened on the 16th day of Octo- 
ber. Here they made a sliort stop, and took breakfast with the for- 
ester; just before stai'ting Schwartz was gone out for something, 
hut soon returned in great haste and said : "Dear Father, 
Lavater has been severely wounded by a gunshot," This 
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piece of news created a very stroni^ sensation in 8tHliAg;*s mind; 
yet notwithstanding his grief and pity he wa<i calmly resigned 
to the will of God; and the remarkable circumstance that his 
presentiment had been fulfilled, gave him a strong assurance, 
that the Lord had salutary designs in view, the journey was 
continued, and in the evening of that day they arrived safe at 
Marburg* 



CHAPTER XL 

Though the year 1800, tlie last in the eighteenth century 
was fraught with the same mental agonies for Stilling as some 
of the preceding ones had been, nothing of great importance 
occurred, which could interest the general reader. During the 
£a5yter- vacation he was again obliged as an oculist to make a 
journey to Frankfort, Offenbach and Hanau. FJiza did not 
accompany him this time. At Hanau lie spent finir pleasant 
days at the house of Mr. Ries a brother of Mr. Ries at Mar- 
burg, who together with his lady are among his most in- 
timate friends. With the celebrated merchant Wirshing from 
Nurnberg he formed a highly interesting acquaintance ; this 
worthy old gentleman had come once more with his chil- 
dren to the Frankfort fail*, and it was a particular source 
of satisfaction to him to meet Stilling, whose life and other 
works he had read witli approbation and practical benefit. 
Wii'shing had been a poor oi*phan-boy left destitute by his pa- 
rents: by industry, filial piety, confidence in God, by a complete 
knowlecige of his business and extensive travels he had gathered' 
a large estate; he showed his friend Stilling with praise and 
gratitude towards God his two large ware-houses, filled wttti 
Nurnberg toys. Wirshing's character made a deep impressicm 
upon Stilling, he particularly admired his humility, modesty and 
practical knowledge of religion. 

Lavater's wound was not instantly mortal, though it proved 

so in the end. Pity for his misfortune induced his friends to 

unite in their respective planes of abode to offer up their suppli- 

Ss 
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tcalioQs to the throne of grace in liis bekalfy which also had a 
en dency, to knit the bond of friendsliip more closel j between 
each other. In Stiliing's letters to Passavant, to Achelis tlie Re- 
formed minister at Gosttingen* and to a femak friend, Lavater 
formed the principal subject. His works liad been particularly 
blessed to the edification and building up in the faith of this pi- 
ous laily; this had induced her» to enter into a correspondence 
with him, but having her reasons for preserving an incognito, she 
never told him who she was ; he therefore corresponded for a 
longtime with a certain Julia in tlie North of Germany, with- 
out even suspecting her real name. He sent her several tokens 
of rememberance according to his fasliion, but they as well as 
his letters passed through the hands of Passavant in Frankfort, 
who alone knew lier. During Lavater's illness Stilling heard 
for the first time of her, and desired his friend Passavant, to 
tdl him, who she was ? After some time he received the fol- 
lowing sketch of her life. She is the daiighter of Burgomaster 
"Eike at Minden iu Hanover, she had been married to the well 
k<nown Theologian Rkherz, wlio had formerly been the Uni- 
versity preacher at Giettingen, and afterwards Superintendent 
at Gilf horn in the Electorate of Hanover; he had distinguished 
himself by several theological works, and died with the con- 
sumption after a lingering illness. Julia had always been weak- 
ly and subject to frequent indisposition, and suffered still more 
from being obliged to nurse her husband; during his long sick- 
ness she would iiavesunk under her many and severe trials, 
if lier resignation and piety had not been her support. She 
never had any children; after she had become a widow she re- 
nftoved to her native city Minden; her own father was then very 
old ami stood in need of his daughter's fostering care, she there- 
fore considered it her duty to nurse and attend him. 

From this time Stilling corresponded frequently with Julia,, 
and the subjects of their letters were the sufferings of Lavater, 
and likewise the one tiling needful, which ought to be every 
christian's chief concern. 

Were I permitted, to say all the Lord does for his people — 
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Yes — the unkelierer too *^ would be astonished — and yot mt 
believe. 

Lavaier continacd on the sickbed his cori*espondeace 
with Stilling. The subjects on which they communicated their 
thoughts to each other were the most important doctrines of the 
chifistian religion, yet did they not handle them as matter of 
controversyy but as brethren in perfect harmony^ the last letter 
he received was written a fortnight before his death : this great 
man departed this life on the second day of January 1801, as a 
witness of the truth in Jbsus Chkist. A- short time afterwards 
Stilling composed the well known poem, entitled: ^^Lavater's 
transfiguration/' Several reviewers denied, that Lavatcr bad 
been a martyr of tlte truth, as StHling called him, and others 
coirtended, tliat the wound he had received was not the cause of 
his death, however m>tliing m more clear than this. 

LavateHs sanctified heart forgave his murderer without 
hesitation, he used to say, that he would search heaven and 
bell^ nnttl hecould find him, in order to thank him for the 
wound, which had been an excellent selioel for htm: he like- 
wise most earnestly desired, that his friends would make no 
further inquiry about the unfortunate man, but would leave him 
to divine mercy; his relatives consider this request of their de- 
parted friend as binding; but still I hope, I may be permitted to 
say a few words^ as a pnxif of my assertion, that he was a 
martyr. 

The soldier, who gave Lavater the deadly wound, was a 
Swiss from the French part of the Canton of Bern; he and a 
fellow soldier were making a great noise before a house adjoin* 
ing that (^ Lavater ; he heard that they demanded something to 
drtuky he thevefore took a bottle of wine and some bread, and 
went out to take it to them ; the grenadier, who afterwards shot 
htm, was particularly friendly, and called him kind hearted, (Bru* 
derherz)for he. spoke the German language as well as the French^ 
whicli was his mother tongue. Lavater then returned into bis 
own house. Meanwhile the soldier spoke with some citizens of 
ZuricHf and soon after Lavater came out again, to ask the ap- 
parently well disposed soldier for protection against an unruly 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



92A 

iftoAm ef Stifl; the Mhm then ^mM vcrgr dliffeMRi 4kani 
what lie liad done before^ used threatening language^ levetttd Ms 
gun and shot him. 

I now auk npon what princt|iie thu) sudden and terrible obsnge 
in the mind of the wretched young man can be explatneduirieas 
upon tiie following. The soldier was a well in&raied flian, nc* 
quaintedwith La vater's worksy-^^oi* erery Swias read them*-^t 
the same time he was in favor of the revolutiony as the greater 
fiart of the inhabitants of the Pays de Vaud wore^ of course to 
was opposed to Lavatel* in every respect»'especiaiiy hi regard 
to religion and politics, for his letters to Mr. Reuhel and tlie 
French Directory had been published not long befone. When 
Lavater brooght him bread and wine, the soldier did iiol kiM»w 
him, but after be had I'eturned into his house he Icno^nt 
from the bystanders, that the charitable person bad been no 
other than Lavater ; upon this infaraftation ha became enraged, 
4Mid .being heated by wine, fdiothim, when he Jinlbrtunaitely £;a«ie 
lo him aaecond time. Believing this to the he fact, i ^ontend^. 
•that Lavater died as .a martyr for thetmth ; for be wa^ w«u«d- 
ed on account of his religious and political sentiments. 



CHAPTER XIL 

The death of Lavater was in a measure the signal for iha 
great and wonderful developmeM of Stiliing*s fate, which hither- 
to had been hid by the impenetrable veil «vf foturity. I find it 
necessary, to give the i*eader a full view of Still iiig^s situation at 
this time, so that he may be able to judge for himself, whether 
it was possible for him to continue longer in the station he then 
occupied as professor of Political Economy at Marburg. His 
Jiousobold consisted of the following fourteen persons : 

.1. £Lis &tber, whpse state of healtli and weakness were 
Auch, that a girl like Mary was .no longer able to attend him, 
and it became therefore necessary to hire 

2. an old widoWy to take care of him. Occasionally he was 
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tQWn family, Uie burden chiefly rested on thiswidow. 

3. and 4. Stilling and Eliza. 5. Mary Going. 6 Afnalta 
C#tiigr betrothed to Jacob. These twof}islors faitlitiiUy assisted 
£ti%a io the management of all family concerns. Mr. Coing^n 
cbildven Imd suri^ndered their property to their brother«in-law# 
and were therefore boai'ding and lodging witli him. 

7* Jacob. Though he had succeeded in obtaining tbe officio 
J9i goi'ernment-attorney in Marburg, yet it was not suffi. 
ckiit to :niaiBtain faiin» he therefore had kin board still in the pa^* 
ternal house. 

8 — ^11* Caroline^ Frcdericky Amalia and Christine. Cftro«> 
l»e :was to be sent to a good {school to receive iitstruction in ail 
thiii^ necessary .for a well educated young lady. 

12» Mary StiUing's half-sister's daughter. 13. Anel4erly 
widow by the name of Bapp. Her husband had died when she was 
young. She had for some time maintained herself and her thrae 
diiidren by her labor^ when Eliza engaged her as maid ; the 
ehibUliluBsimplicity of liercharacter, her unshaken faithfulness, 
her pure morah, and trae piety had maile her a valuable acqui- 
sition in StiHing\s family, where there was always enough to do. 
14. A maid to do the ordinary housework in the family. His 
household consisted thus of fourteen persons, and every reader 
who is somewhat acquainted with tlie expensive mode of house- 
keeping in a city, where every article nnist be bought for ready 
money, will comprehend that it was impossible to pay any debts, 
^speeially if he takes into consideration Stilling's principle in 
regard to poor patients; though the intei-osts were rcgulady paid, 
and no new debts contracted. 

in addition to the difficulties of paying the expenses of so 
large a family, the reader ought to recollect thet hrotig of 
business which prised upon him from all sides. For in the 
iirt place there were daily ap plications, both written and per- 
sonal of patients, suffering with diseases of the eye, snfllcient 
to occupy the attention of any one man, wliich however addcfl 
little or nothing to his income, unless during journeys, which 
he sel doni made, and only when called. In the second 
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place a very extensive relij^oiis corrosiicmdencey miuit be attend- 
ed to the tfn|N)Hance and benefit of which he alone in able to 
judge, who ban seen the letters : then the demands from every 
quarter to write i-eligious works, and to be solely active for tiic 
Loni and his kingdom ; an occupation in which he delighted and 
t«» which he believed himself called ; but which was very expen- 
sive, without adding any thing to his income : how could be 
therefore follow this inclination without injuring the interests of 
bis nnmerous family, unless l»e received a salary fortbese labors, 
sufficient to enable him besides the maintenance of his. household 
to pay a debt amounting to more than sixteen hundred guilders i 
In the tliird place his office as public instructor became more 
and more unfruitful and his auditory continued to decrease Car 
i*easons, which have already been noticed : neither bis liv«^ 
manner of delivery, nor his perspicuity and flowing style were 
of any avaiU — in short, the study of the sciences of finance was 
out of fashion in Marburg, and yet was Stilling for the 
sake of his family compelled to accept a salary without ability to 
]KM*f()rm equivalent services* To all Uiis ought yet to be ad- 
ded the following stern demand of conscience; that he ought an 
a moral man, and still moi*e as a christian, to resign his office 
and salary, as soon as he Aaind himself unable conscientiously to 
discharge its duties, even though no blame attached to himsdf. 
This demand of conscience, which no sophistry r^Hild eradicate 
from his heart, created a great deal of uneasiness in his mindy 
without his being able to submit to its dictates, 1 ask every rea- 
sonable reader, how it was possible to find the way out of this la* 
byrintli? In the present state of his family he needed the full sum of 
two tlHMisand guilders, without thinking of tlie payment of his 
debts, Tliis sum ho. either must receive from the Elector of Hesstat 
aud at the same time resign his office, or he must receive a call as 
4>cnlist and author of religious works from some ottier quarter with 
a similar salary. Whoever is but superficially acquainted with 
the state of Hessia, will know, that tlie first pro)Kisttion contain- 
ed a moral impossibility; and to entertain any ho|>e of the ex- 
iTution of tl\e second ]dan woujd liave been al^>gether fruitless ; 
and even siipposing, that such a [dan had been feasible, it 
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would have been impossible for StilTitig to leave Marburg, be- 
cause his father's situation was such, that he could not be re- 
moved ; and neither he nor Eliza could entertain for a moment 
the idea of leaving him in the hands of strangers. Jacob like- 
wise ^as as yet in no way able to maintain himself, to leave 
him at Marburg and assist him from a distance would have been 
connected with insurmountable difficulties, and to take his bride 
Araalia away, would have been a severe stroke to him ; in short, 
in whatever view the case might be considered there appeared 
no possibility of a removal fi*o»i Marburg. In this unpleasant 
situation, being overwhelmed by a multiplicity of duties and a 
host of calces, he was besides afflicted with his constitutional me- 
lancholy, 80 that he needed all his religions experience to support 
him under this oppressive burden. 

The work entitled: **Longing for Heaven'* and the 
^^riumph of the christian religion'* had procured him many 
friends ami correspondents from every province of Germany, 
but particularly from Wurtembcrg and Switzerland, At St* 
Oallen, Scliafhdusen, Winterthur, Zurich, Bern and Basle, and 
hwe and there scattered throughout tlie country were many 
friends of Stilling and readers of his works; a particular bond of 
fiiemlfirhip had connected the family of Mr, Kirchhofer at Schaf- 
houften with Stilling's family, since young Kirchliofer hai} 
stedied Tliecdogy at Marburg, during which time he boarded in 
the pi!t>fe8soi*'s family. By this means he had made the acquaint- 
ance of ELirchhofer's four pious and well informed sisters, who 
kept up a very extensive correspondence with many true wor- 
sJiipors of the Loi-d in SwitzeHand, whereby Still ing's acquaint- 
ance and correspondence were likewise in a most interesting 
nimiRer enlarged. All these cii*cumstances together prepared 
his way for a journey into Switzerland, which through the guid- 
ance of Pmvidefice proved to be more important and intei^esti ng 
t© biinthan any other he had hitherto undertaken. 

During the month of March 1801 he received very uncx- 
pectedly a letter from parson Sulzer at Winterthur, requesting, 
be would come that spring to him, to perfoim an operation on a 
Wgbly respcclable lady who was afflicted with the cataract,- and 
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WftS'verjr auinivi to receive faermgbt'thniiigli^Hii Imitummi^M^' 
fl)i6 offered to pay, all 'his travelling expenses and loss of-tiHiew 
This offer was very pleasing to Stilling, but still he thOMght tbal 
ia ttftdertaking so expensive a journey too much 4^Qti*» could - 
twt be used, he therefore answered^ that he would like to oamer^ 
but not being able to travel alone, Eliaa must accompany htm^and' 
as the regular stage was going night and day^ he wmM be h»* 
der the neces^ty of taking an extra-conveyance -on account of 
their delicate state of health, which would considerably increase: 
the expenses of the journey. Sulzer brieiy replied : he should 
come, every expense would be paid. 

Having obtained leave of absence from tite Elector, he and » 
Bliza nsade every nec^sary preparatioti for this iiiterestiiig* 
tour; the children were sent to diffi^rent friends, where thay 
could stay until their parents return; Mary and the other iitem- 
bersofthelffousehold were to nurse lier^and-fatlier aad tftbe* 
()are of the bouse* 

They started from home March the S7th; at Bnabach tk^yf 
paid a flying visit to their chitdren Sehwartz, and arrived iii tike * 
eveningat Frankfort at the house of paster Hauskneoht, wimi 
received tliem wUhJiospitality. In Frankfort they parchased- 
Weveral articles, which tliey deemed necessary and statted'Maf€h< 
l^e i9th foit^Htdleberg. During the iirst day of their jotfrncy he 
hM several severe attacks from tlie cramp in the stoma€h,tJiattgll 
I|A had been free from it for some time before; and tbki evil- fol- 
lowed him until his return hotaie. T^hough sickness thim deprived' 
hiiil bf every pleasare duringthe joui-ney, yet he afterwards dis- 
covered, that Providence bad sent it in kindness, beeaase with- 
out It he would have been too much exalted by the friendslitp^ 
with which he was received, and tlie honors which were she^ti' 
htm. 

Both hid and Eliza were very anxkias to giet to Hi^eberg^ 
partly on account of their friends, Mr. and Mrs* MIeg and' 
partly for the sake of Lisette, who was now filteen years <rfd» and 
whom they had not seen in^en yeara. By her amiaUe cHspo- 
sition, she had gained the hearts of all, wlio knew her; and the 
Marburg &4ettds who bad seen Iter ^ Mr. Mieg's luHise i»^ 
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ftidkft^i^ (i6illd iiot i^pekk ei>K)U^h Iti praR.^ ofhet dh their re- 
fktM MMh^ rroih th6 nrn^e of tbe ^orid, dhe only lived ift 

She hiA looked foir the arrival of her parents with so much 
fcntietfy that it was fbund necessary in the eVeniiig, whten it wa.< 
QMdjed beyond the expected time to adminiBter a cotnpofiing; 
flrail^ht to ^Uiethe^ nerves. Monday was spent In the bosom 
of this pleasant feMlIy; on Tuesday they went as for as Bell* 
liton^ and arrived on Wedne^iiday about noon at Ludwtgdburgj 
herethiey found several friends froiti Stuttgard, who had come to 
infeet them; it Was a particular gratiftcation to Stiltin,;^ to find 
imiongtheni his old friend Israel Hartman, teacher at the orphan-^ 
house, i^whafrfi Lavater used to say^ if Christ were now oil 
eartHy he would choose lilm for an Apostle. The whole company 
dfnetliflthe orphan-house, happy in each other's society; after 
d(hner th^ jrmrney was ccnitinued as far as Stuttgart. Stilling 
here agaih formed many acquaintances with pious and learned 
Wtiftembergers, arhf>ng these were Storr, Rieger, Moser, Dann 
9lki Mttny others. Oh Thursday in the afternoon he went as 
far as Tn%iflgert, on Good-Friday to Tuttlingen, and on Satur- 
Aiy b«fdM Easter to Si^hafliousen, where he was joyfully receiv-> 
ed hy Mr. litrchhofer's family. 

Oil the road from Tuttlingen to Schafhousen is a spot of 
ground from Whith yon enjoy a prospect^ which is highly interes* 
ting to a Oerman^ who has never before been in Switzerland. 
Hdvirtg arrived on a htgfit of ground after leaving Tuttlingen the 
most sublime scenery presents itself to the wondering eye. On your 
Mi ab^m Hiree- tnHes distant in a straight line and in a South 
Ba^riy direction you behold the ruins of tlie fortress of Hohen- 
Twrel sitdated on a high rock; on your right in a South Wes- 
te^riy direction and at tlie same distance, you see the lofty ruins 
ivr tbe fortr^s of Hohenstanfen. Between these two points on 
tike righft iVom Hohen Twiel you beliold the lake of Constance^ 
^tfCerfnglike melted silver for about nine miles towards your 
rigktf oti the Soutli-side of the lake you overtook the charming 
cottntt^ of Thui^iw, and beyond it tbe Ali» of the Grissonsj 
furth^ to tbe right appears the rarttoit of Appem^Il with its 
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Hwm clad moQiilciins; ftirtherdn tlie canton of Gtitrasaiid. Hs gi- 
gantic mountains, ainong^ which you notice parltcalarly the seven- 
pronged Kuhfii'steny the Sentis and the Glamitch towering abov« 
ail the rest; next to these a long row of anowy mountains 
stretching into the canton of Bern; thus your eye overlooks a 
large portion of Switzerland.-^If one views the whole chain of 
jtlie Alpsy as it lies along the distant horizon it apiiears to the 
eye like a monstrous saw made to saw planets asunder. 

Stilling remained at Schafhousen until the 7th of ApriU he 
performed several successful operations, among which one excit* 
ed a particular interest. A ymitli, fifteen years old, the son of 
pious pai*cnts, being born blinil, submitted to an operation on 
Monday after Easter in the presence of several persons ; when 
the firat ray of iiglit darted into his eye, he exclaimed in an ec- 
Stacy of joy : **I behtdd the Majesty of Gotl.'' — This exclama- 
tion made a deep impression on all present; but a sl^ht in- 
flamation prevented his receiving the full benefit of a cure though 
his sight was in some measure restored, andStHling hopes witii 
the blessing of God to be more successfiil in a second operation* 
1 ought yet to notice one pretty idea of this young man. His 
parents had purchased a golden ritig, in which was set a fnH 
slieaf of hair, to which each member of the family liad contribntr 
cd, heavy with gf)lden fruit; Eliza received this ring as a present 
after the <»perution, and the young man desired to have the fol- 
|f)wiiig devise, engraven on it : **written in faith, delivered in 
sight.'' but urift>rtuiiately the ring was not large enoagli for 
this appropriate motto. 

While at Schafhousen Stilling and Eliza accompanied by 
Mr. Kirchhofer's family visited the celebrated falls of the Rhine, 
but the cramp in the stomach caused him frequently to lag be- 
hind the company, and prevented Inm from enjoying this splend- 
id sceiie of nature, as he otherwise would have done. They 
went on the bal(*ony so near the falls that they might have wash- 
ed themselves in it. It would be a fruitless attempt to give a 
description of this sublime scenery of nature, one must see and 
hear, in order to obtain a correct idea of it : the incessant roae» 
tlie trembling of the ground on which you stand, and the im- 
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metiM BMMfl of w»ter, which rolls witli iireftfetilile force in milk 
wUto foatnut least eighty feet down the rocks and throws itself 
roaring and bellowing into the extensive and boiling caldron, 
presents an idea to tlie mind of proud man» wliich hnmbles him 
to the dust. — The next day in tlie anei*noon our travelers start- 
ed for Winterthur; at Andolfingen, a village rtimantically situ* 
ated on the banks of tlie Thur, they met their friend parson 
Sulzer and several persons from the family of the lad> who had 
sent for hinif who received him with open arms, and in this com- 
pany he and Eliza continued the journey to Winterthur, where 
they arrived in the evening. It was a Mrs. Frey who had desired 
Stilting to come into Switzerland! she ajid her two sons kept a 
large hotel in the town aud were besides engaged in extensive 
mercantile business. Here Stilling and Eliza were received 
-—if I dare say so — like angels from heaven* The next morn- 
lag he performed the operation successfully on Mra. Frey but an 
inflammation unfortunately destroyed the sight of her right eye^ 
the other was perfectly restored. 

During bis stay at Winterthur he was uncommonly throng- 
ed with business. Hundreds afflicted with diseases oftheeje 
oaHed to consult himt besides the uperations he performed every 
&y fur the cataract He was at times very ill with the cramp 
in the stomaeh* which embittei*ed his every enjoyment. On tlie 
lOtb of April however, he received a visit, which for a short 
time caused him to forget cramp and pain of all kinds. The pi- 
ous brother of Lavater, Alderman Diethelm Lavater, Gesner* 
Lavatet*s son-in-law, Louise his wife, the indefatigable nurse of 
her father, and a Mrs. FuessK from Zurich, a pious suflering 
fiftint, now uniting her Hallelujah with the songs of those, who 
clothed in white i*obes and palms in their hands triumphantly 
ityftico befure tbe throne of God and the Lamb, crowded to- 
gether into Stilling's room. Similar to his feelings on this oc- 
<^*Bion will be our sensation, when we shall have overcome^ and 
arrivefl in the fields of light in the kingdom of God$ tbe blesr 
^ saints of former times, all those eminent christians, whom 
we hero have longed to know, will tlien hasten to our embrace 
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Qftlieson of man! — • any pen drops from my luuul.-^ 

On tlie 13th of April fitittiiiK went inisiwpmy witli $«l»Hr» 
young Kircliliofer and Mrs* Fuewly to Zurich, tQ vi«jit lii9 
firiends theret and also to seo the well kwmn manuiMiii'^ wd 
merchant Mr. EMllng/Wf who was afflicted with the cataract* 
He expressed itis resolution to subniit to an operation in the fol* 
lowing words: **l was resigned to my fato, expecUng help oia* 
ly fram the Lord^ be now sends it to my own bouaef I will there* 
fore accept it with gratitude." 

At Zurich Stilling also saw the widow of bis departed friend 
and brother Lavater — a womant worthy of such a husband— « 
stricking image of the most exalted christian virtue, — In tlio. 
evening he retomed accompanied by Sulzer to Winterthur. Uore 
he received a letter of thanks fn>m the authorities of the city of- 
SchafbouseOf for the successful operations of the cataract on aev» 
oral citizens of that place. On the day of his second departure 
fpr Zurich he was particularly honored by the nuigietratea of 
the city of Wintertliur. Wliile he was seated at toblo in Mrs* 
Frey's house»Dr. Steinera member oftbe city authorities de«^ 
livered to Stilling in the name of the dty 'of Wintortbnr an ad* 
dressaccompanied by a very beantifnl silver medal in a neat caset 
the latter fabricated by a lady of that town. On the cover of 
the case tlie following wwda were written ; 

To di7 the tear in the eye of the blind, 

To gladden his heart with the cheerful ray of light. 

And to cause him to behold — instead of dread darkness 

Tlie lovely image of the king of day; 

Is a talent, noble Stilling, intrusted to thee by the Lord, 

For which the pious christian with heartfelt gratitodo 

Thmks bis God. 
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To 

tbeehrisliftn friend of nian, 

HENRY STILLING 

Coupt-Cottnsdor and Professor at Marburg, 

Tills medal is presented 

by the Wardens of the congregation of Winterthnr 

$9 a trMing raeniorial of his visit so richly crowned with blessings, 

which he made in tlie month of April 1801 ; 

And as a mark of the respect and grateful love 

of its eltlsens. 

On the other side: 

Indefatigably active 
In the cause of suffering humanity 

He is sowing a glorious seed 
For tlie great day of remuneration, 

Tho roiid^r will easily imagine, with what deep emotion and 
tiumbte sratitvde towards God he received this honorable testi* 
iRfMgr of regtrdi and in what maimer he replied to the affection- 
»tfi BiAjm» of Dn Steiaer. 

On this day, the IGUiof April, ever sacred to l^linng, he 
I|n4 SiUiUi^ left Wint^rtbur for Zurich, after having bid an aflfbc* 
tiomtte farewell to all the dear frienda in the former city. In 
Zurich they were received with open arms by Mr. Gessner and 
bis excellent wife the daughter of Lavater. 

The first operation he performed in tliis city, was on Mr* 
Esslinger; it succeeded and he regained Itis sight, but not 
long afterwards he was afflicted with amaurosis, which caused an 
incurable blindness. 

To thia favnil'ys kindness and friendship among many others 
Stilling feels himself deeply indebted, may they i-eceive their re« 
ward in eternity* 

Gladly would I mmtian all tlie christian frienfis, with 
whom he became acquainted in Switzerland and particularly 
in the city of Zurich, and aH wlio honored htm with their intima- 
cjf but this would be impossible. Bess, the two Dr. Birsel, father 
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Md mni ftfnCessor Misferp md the celebniteil engrnver and 
designer Lips, wIki also drew and engraved SliUtiig'fi likeneASt 
vied with Lavater^s fiainily and rel^itivea in acts of frieadabip to- 
wards liim. 

On tlie £l6t ef April Stilling and Eliza left Zmich afler 
having talien an affectionate leave of Uieir friends ; Dr. Stelner 
and parson KircJihofer accompanied them. 

They traveled from Zurich by way of Baden and Lenohitrg' 
to Zofingen in the canton of Bern, where he was to perform an 
operation on judge Senn. He was a venerable pious man, mo* 
desty and every other cliristiau virtue formed tite principal traits 
in bis character as well as that of his tamily. The operation 
succeeded, as ai8«> that [lerformed on a poor servant maid. They 
then traveled through the beautiful valley of the Aar, by way 
of Aarburg and Oitcn, and thence over the Hawerstine ; a 
mountain which wouI<l pass in Germany for one of the bighestf 
but in C(»mparis(m with the AI()s of Switzerland scarcely de- 
nerves that name. The road on its summit is cat throogli the 
solid r«H-kf and after you have passed the highest elev(iti(m» yoii> 
enjoy an extensive prosfiect iato G>ermany. Towards the North* 
west you iiave a glimpse ot* the Vogesian mountains, towards tke^ 
North you see part f»f the Black Forest, and turning to tlie South 
the wlmle chain of the Aiiis presents itself on the south-ea^iertt 
korizcm. At Laufelfiiigen they took lodgings at the public house 
of Mr. Fluhcbarher. With Mrs. Fluhebaclier Stilling has kept 
up an edifying coi'resi>ondence froni this time, in the evening^ 
about six oVIock they arrived in the city of Basle, where they 
aiet with a cordial and hospitable reception from Aldennait 
Shorudorf; and spent several haj^iy days in the midst of this 
christian family. 

Here again Stilling fmmd muck for him to do, he also made 
DMiny irapoitant acquaintances, especially with the membei*s of 
Uie German society for the advancement of true hai>|>ine8s« and 
witb seveiid picms ministers of the gos{}el. After a stay of four 
days he and Eliza left Basle on the srth of April. 

And now dear reader, who among you has eans. to hear Icl 
him Ivear ! and who has a heart to fccli let him feel !— 
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Stitling owed a ilebt of one thonMind six hondred and 
Rttj guildeifiv — among tlio seventy-two patieiits, on whom he had 
performed ojierattonsy was onc^ who knew nothing of hm 
debts» at least* who had no means of ascertaiiiingy to what 
snm they amounted* and who nevertheless paid Stilling for the 
operation and cure the exact sum of one thousand six hun* 
dred and fifty guilders. When Stilling and £liza in the even* 
ing came into their bed-room, they found the money partly in 
cash, partly in bills of exchange lying on their bed. Both sunk 
down upon their knees in humble gratitude to God, to offer np 
liie sacrifice of praise to him, who had given them this proof of 
his particular care and providence* Eliza said : **We may well 
say liere, to his friends he gives it while they sleep ;'' and she 
declared that in future she would never distrust him. 

But I have still more to say — The kind hearted Lady, who 
a few years befor*e had sent him the sum of three hundred giiil* 
ders, in a time of great pressure^ was vi»tcd by him, in order to 
tkank her for her kindness^ he now nMnoved the cataract ft*om lier 
husband^s eye and when he pnitested against receiving any pay, 
tlie patient said: ''that is my look out:*' and sent him the sum of 
six bundi^l guilders, which paid the exiienses of the journey* 

One i^emarkable circumstance more— Still ing^s heavenly 
guide knew that in a few years he would be in want of a con* 
stderable sum of money, but he himself was totally ignorant 
of it This sum several wealthy patients paid him* Ber 
8ide» this money he received a great number of presents and tes* 
timonials of love and friendship in jewelry* so that he and Eliza^ 
relumed from Switzerland like two bees, retur ning from a 
rich bed of flowers* 

The omniscient God knows, that all this is pure unadulte* 
rated truth* But if tiiis is so, what consequences ought we draw! 
At the close of this book we will push the inquiry farther* — 

Our travelers took their way through the Breisgau to Carls* 
ruhe. On this route,*^r ratlier until tliey arrived at Rastadty 
Stilling was tifiubled by an uneasiness of mind, which at lengtli 
arose to agony, he felt as though he were exposing himself to 
certain death* The cause of this anxiety was the following : 
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#hen tttHlttie fkere(*<$fted iki^6 hiVit^ thi&tli^ Wottid i9ul|fecf hlmgelf 
to datigef ^h^uld fi^ ti^vcl by wity of Sti'af^buf jf ; aftd ihte ^ttn^ 
lt\g catne Frofil the I&tfcr cky, in ft letter froni li certain friend 
Afibthei* cireuttistaiiee desefves Rlcewis6 tiotiee as co-opeiHitinjl 
itt jifoducing this rtielancholy feelin.^. A dan^rous ttrntl had 
thro>vn oot severe threatening!! against Sttllin^^ whila lit Basle $ 
the cause of all this is to be sought for in the works, he Itafd {ittV 
lished, Which contain a great deal, iivhich must appeat^ highly 
exceptionable to a freethinker. I know there are soM^, whd 
abhor the very name of Stilling.— .Strange — 9tiliing (teeb m en*- 
fWity iVittch less abhorrence agafhst any one ! -^ Friends ! i3k 
tirhtch irfde lies the truth ? Surely not 01^ thit Where ih^tti H 
linibity ! 

Stilling*0 sulfeff/igs were indescribable efipecMiymt l^t^yhtirg 
In the Breisgow,at Ofrenburg,and at Apjienweycr; for Ae thought 
it he should be attacked it would probably be at one of tbe^ pla^ 
t^Hf when however he found himself safe at Rastatft he became 
thore composedfythongh he suRbred severely from the cniAtp in tM 
fitomacfh. On thie 29th of April they traveled to Carlstiihe ; oil 
this part of their journey his bodily pains became extrti-i 
ciflfifig. He wished for rest and on his arrival in the city be 
did not intend to go to the Elector ; but afterwards reflected, as 
that ptous prince had read his works ami especially ^'Lon^ng for 
tteaven,^' and higlity approved of it, and had written him several 
fetter^ on this subject, it was his duty to call on him though be 
knew not If he would be received. He therefore went to Che 
palace, was announced, and immediately admitted, and had 
to promise to return in the eveniilg at five o^clock, to spend some 
time in religious conversation. I shall say no more of this viait^ 
but ttiat it paved the way for such a call as he had long wished 
to reCTeive, by means of which he was at liberty to devote himself 
without reserve to religion and (lie exterision of the Redeemei^*a 
kingdom* 

On the dOth of April tftey went toiHidleberg ; Lisette hsiA 
during the absence of fter parents offered daily prayers to God 
to grant them a prosperous journey. On the next morning, the 
l9t of May tliey continued their journey ; Mr. Mieg and Liaetti^ 
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acconVpanied tliein as far as Heppcrilieim^ and here tjie; saw, 
Lisette for the last time in this life. Mr. Mieg returned with her, 
to Hidlebcirg, and Stilling and Eliza continued their coursie to. 
Frankfort where they arrived May tlie 2d. From Frankfort 
they went to the Schlangenbad. In this pleasant solitude they . 
had leisure sufficien|: to recapitulate tlieir long journey^ and 
having recovered from their fatigue, returned to Marburg,, 
where they arrived on the 15th of May, aiid found their family 
in the enjoyment (»f health and comfort. 



CHAPTER XIIL 

The payment of his debts was the first object of Stilling^s 
rare after his return from this journey. The greater part of 
the principal which had been loaned him at Slionenthal imme- 
diately after his return from Strasburg, and for which his 
father-in-law had become security, was stili unpaid; this debt 
was naw cancelled. Stilling had left Hidleberg and mov- 
ed to Marburg» in hopes of paying his debts by means of 
the large salary which he was to receive at the latter place ; 
such at least was his and Selma's plan, but it was not the. 
plan of his heavenly guide, for the largest debt he had contract- 
ed, was not paid by means of his salary, but from the treasury 
of Pnividence. The views of the Lord in bringing him to Mar- 
burg were to offer him an asylum from the horrors of war, and 
then to croWn his unshaken confidence in such a wonderful man- 
ner, that all must confess : *»The Lord has done it." Should any 
or my readers find fault with the above obsei*vation, that it had 
been the Lord's plan to offer him an asylum from the horrors 
of war, while so many thousands perhaps much better christians 
than he was, had been for years exposed to this evil, I answer, 
that a good shepherd preserves the weakest of his flock more 
carefully than any of the others from the injury of storm 
and rain. 

Providence always executes her plans fully and not by 
halfslike short-sighted mortals,thus it was in the case of Stiliing* 
A friend in Strasburg had loaned him while he was studying, a 
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fttim MDOttnting to about forty-five guilders, and had never press- 
ed him for the payment His other creditors being less gener- 
ous, ho was gratified by this man\s forbearance; thus the debt re- 
mained unpaid, until tlie French revolution and the war came on. 
The communication between France and Germany being there- 
by interrupted, he had almost forgotten it. But his heavenly 
guide whose attribute is justice did not forget it ; for soon 
after Stilling's journey to Switzerland a friend paid the brother 
of the Strasburg creditor, he having long since departed.this life, 
not only the principal but also the interests for thirty years, 
which raised the sum to near one hundred guilders. Stilling 
received from an unknown hand the receipt for the payment of 
this debt, but never learned, who had performed this act of 
friendship for him. <<But he will find thee, nobleminded man ! in 
these regions, where every thing shall be made known, and then 
only he will be able to express his gratitude to thee.'' — 

A few weeks after his return from Switzerland, he was one 
forenoon engaged at his desk, when a knock was heard at the 
door, and at the word *'walk in," a young man between twen- 
ty-seven and thirty years of age entered. He had a wild and agitat- 
ed appearance, looked with shyness about the room and frequent- 
ly cast an uneasy glance at Lavater's likeness. *«You have been 
at Zurich'' he commenced, ••! have been there too, I must get 
away.'^ — He walked about the room with a restless step, and 
again looked at Lavater's picture. All at once he said: <'I can- 
not stay in Germany, I am not safe here,they might arrest me. — 
O, Mr. Stilling, will you not aid me in getting off?" — Stilling 
Avas somewhat emhatTassed at the strange conduct of the man, 
and asked him, if he were a Swiss ? — "0 yes," he replied, "I 
am a Swiss ! — but I have no rest, I want to go to America, can't 
you give me your advice, how I may get there?" — He said much 
mpre,whilehe humed upand down the room, and occasionally 
'Cast glances at Lavater's portrait. All this excited the suspicion 
^>f.StilIing, that he was the murderer of Lavater, He therefore 
advised him to go to Hamburg, where he would find opportnnl- 
ties enough to get tO'Anierica,and tiiat he should set off as soon 
as ^possible, lest he should fall into the hands of the police. Sud- 
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den] J the poor fellow rushed out of the door and hastened away^ 
On his journey from Switzerland, he and Eliza spent one 
night with their children Schwartz at Munster. After they had 
told them, how the Lord had blessed them» Schwartz and Hannah 
proposed, that their parents should now consent to Jacob's and 
Amalia^s marriage. They were quite willing it should take 
place, and to surprise the two lovers the more and to increase 
their joy, they resolved, to keep all the preparations for tiie wed- 
ding as secret as possible, to invite friend Slarbaum and his 
family to tea, who should then unexpectedly ai'ise and offer 
to perform the marriage ceremony. This plan could howeyei: 
be executed only in part ; the secret some how or other trans- 
pired; they were married July the 12th 1801. Jacob move^ 
back to his parents, and he and his wife lived with them upon 
the same footing as before. 

During this summer Stilling wrote the second volume of 
<Hhe Scenes from the spiritual world." On that occasion a very 
remarkable circumstance took place, which I think will interest 
the reader. I have mentioned before, that he had written a 
poem entitled "Lavater*s transfiguration," soon after Lavater*s 
death ; in this poem, two of his friends, who had departed before 
him, Felist Hess and Pfenninger, are represented as receiving 
the soul of the weary combatant in the form of angelic beings af- 
ter his death and accompanying it to the New Jerusalem. About 
SIX months after the publication of that poem the reformed min- 
ister Breidcnstein at Marburg came to see him ; they conversed 
on various subjects, and among others on this poem. *^One 
could almost say," observed Breidenstein, ^^you had redeemed the 
promise, which Felix Hess gave to Lavater before his death." 
*«What promise do you refer to ?" said Stilling. *^Lavater," 
replied Breidenstein, <<was standing, some twenty odd years since 
at the death-bed of Felix Hess, and said with many tears, I can 
no longer hope that you will close my eyes when I depart !" — 
Hess replied: <*I shall then fetch you away !"— -Stilling said: "I 
have never, never heard this before — it is singular indeed — where 
is it mentioned ? I must read it myself !"— "Soyou shall/' re- 
plied Breidenstein, ' "this is a very strange circumstance!" 
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The next day he tent him Lavater^R miscellaneous works, w|iic}i 
contain among otiier things a brief description of the life of Fe- 
Fix tlcHHf the conversation between Lavater and tiess is ^l9e 
ttientionedy exactly as Breidenstein had related it. I can as- 
sure the reader, that Stilling had never before seen or heard any 
thing of this occurrence, or if he had read it once, which however 
I doubt, he had not thought of it for many years. If tliis toojc 
place accidentally it is certainly one of the most singular accidents 
which ever has occurred. For in the first place Hess says about 
thirty years before to Lavater, a short time before his death, < I 
shall fetch you when you die :'' Lavater dies so' many years af- 
terwards, — Stilling resolves to write a poem on his death — re- 
solves, to form the design of the poem so, that two of his friends 
tome to fetch his soul wlien liberated from the tenement of clay, 
and he choses foi* that, purpose the very man, who had promised 
to do it almost thirty years before. — One circumstance more. 
During Stilling's stay at Zurich he was asked, since Lavater 
iiad stood on a more intimate footing with another friend than 
^ith Felix Hess, why he had not used the name in the poem for 
falling Lavater away ? Upon Stilling's inquiry who that friend 
had been? he was told if was Henry Hess. This information in- 
duced him to introduce him in the second vojume of the '^Scenes'? 
in the following manner : "Henry Hess is represented as an 
angelic being in heaven, commissioned to bring Lavater to the 
mother of Jesus, because she wished to know him, who on earth 
had been such a faithful disciple of her son ;'* Lavater asks her 
in this interview concerning the character of the Lord during 
his lite hereon earth &c. Long afterwards, when the work was 
published. Stilling happened to read by chance the twenty-sixth 
chapter of the first volume of Lavater^s work, entitled : ••Jesus 
n'taE MESSIAH'^ which treats of the privacy of the life of) Jesus 
imtil his thirtieth year; and here he found to his astonishment, 
itiat Lavater, on account of our present want of means for ob- 
taining information concerning this portion of the life of Jesus^ 
Consoles himself with the idea, that in the happy abodes of the 
blessed Mary Would give him the desired information on this 
subject as well as oh every other particular of hU life and cliai*ac- 
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Stilling had notrpad this before he ivrot<? the Scenes, 

In the autumn of 1801 he and Kliza HiHloi:tooli:ap<)t|ier 
journey. A pious person in the N(»rth of Gw^-manj w^s afflict- 
ed with the cataract, she was to poor to cgnie to Marbnrg, or 
to send for Stilling, After son^e consultatiou with Elizajt waa. 
resolved — because God had so richly blessed their journey to 
Swit2M5rland, — to make .this tour at their own expense. Tlwy 
tlierefore made preparations f^r it, and Stilling wrote in the pa- 
tient that he would come. At the receipt of this letter «he raudQ 
his expected arrival known in her neighborhood. As their way 
led through Brunswick, they received a friendly invitation, to 
lodge during their stay in that city at the bouse of Mr. Stob- 
wasser, who does an extensive business injapaned ware, and is 
a member of the Moravian church. Shilling thankfully accept- 
ed tlie offer; and on their wa)' thither tliey intended to stop at 
the town of Munden to pay Julia a visit, and make her personal 
acquaintance; she invited them to Iqdge at \wv house, w4Hch 
invitation they accepted with pleasure. 

Stilling and Eliza commenced their journey, Ssptember the 
18th; and took Caroline with them as far as Cassel, where she 
M'8S to stay, until the return of her parents. At Cassel they 
lodjg^d with counsellor Kunkel, whose lady is a near relation of 
Eli^a. 

The next day they went as far as Munden where thry spent 
tlie LQrd*s day. Julia received them in the fulness of christian 
affection ; and the reformed minister Klugkist and his excel- 
lent lady likewise manifested towards our travelers great kind- 
ness and civility. Julia and Eliza covenanted togetl^n^r, to con- 
tinue in the. path) which our adorable redeemer has pointed out 
i^nd on which he himself has preceded us, as the captain of our 
salvfition. Julia has two. listers, ladies of excellent char- 
acter, who by their presence increased the friendly circle. At 
GcBttingen they found their friend Achclis on the point of mov- 
ing iato the ne^ghborhopd of Bremen, whither he had received 
4 call, he however accompanied them asfar as Nordhime. In 
t^is towii th^ deepest gloom fell upon Stilling, it commenced 
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when he bid Achelis farewell^ but I do ncit know^ whether bis 
friend observed it. This distressin,^ state of mind originat- 
ed in a fear of the bad roads, and of being upset in the carnage 
--^but it was almost insupportable and lasted during the whole 
journey, though jaot always witli an equal degree of violence. 
On the 22d day of September they arrived at Stobwasser\s in 
Brunswick, and though he and his lady were gone to Berlin^ 
the two travelers wei*e kindly and hospitably received by 
that part of the family, which they found at home. From 
Brunswick Stilling went to the lady, for whose sake the journey 
had been undertaken. The operation was successful, and her 
night was restored. In the city itself he performed operations on 
twelve persons, and at Ampleben a village about twelve miles 
distant from Brunswick on a Mrs. Bode, who with her husband 
belongs to the followers of Jesus. After a stay of four days with 
Mrs. Bode, who was restored to her sight, Stilling and Eliza 
returned to Brunswick, 

The Duke who sent twice for Stilling, conversed with him- 
on various subjects, among others on religion, concerning which* 
he expressed himself in a very e<lifying and satisfactory manner. 
He also told him : <*AIl, you have done hereto my people, I con- 
sider, as having been done to my own person" — and the next 
day he sent him the sum of sixty Louisdors, (about two hundred 
and fifty dollars,) to his lodging, which more than paid the expen- 
ses of the journey. During his stay at Brunswick he was in- 
formed that the young count and countess of Wcrnigerode wish- 
ed Stilling to stand god-father at the baptism of a daughter ; 
he therefore resolved to take that route in his way homewai*d, 
and arrived in the evening of the ninth of October at the castle. 
The succeeding three days they spent in the pleasant circle of 
this noble family. A gentleman from Saxony, who was there on 
business and sat at table by the side of Stilling observed : •*One 
ought to come from time to time to this place, for the sake of re- 
ceiving new strength and vigor for the prosecuticm of our jour* 
iiey through this vale of tears.'*— And he was right — for reli- 
gion, good manners, elegance, cheerfulness, a pleasing ad- 
dress free from all affectation are the characteristics of every 
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member of this fainiiy. On the thirteenth of October* after 
having taken an affectionate lei^e of the* count and his fatnUj» 
our travelers left Wernigeroclc. Count Stolberg sent them in 
his coach as far as Seesen* whence tiiey tooic an extra-convej« 
ance as far as Gandershime, where the countess Fredericke of 
Ortenburgwascanoness, who had been for many years a friend of 
Stilling and who had informed him that a number of patients 
were waiting for his arrival. The countess was rejoiced at his 
visit and here also he received many proofs of kindness; He was 
consulted by many afflicted with various diseases of the eye, and 
cured a poor old woman of the cataract. In the evening befoi*e 
bis departure his melancholy rose to an alarming degree, but to- 
wards midnight he turned himself in earnest prayer to Goil, 
slept quietly till morning and continued his homeward journey 
with Eliza; late in the evening they arrived at Munden were 
Julia, Rlugkist and other friends emulated each other in acts of 
friendship towards them. As it was thought Julia's aged father 
could not live mucli longer, Stilling and Eliza invited her to pay 
them a visit at Marburg, after the old gentleman's death, which 
she promised to do. In Cassel much bussiness waited for him, 
from morning till night lie had to write recipes and give his 
advice to patients, he likewise performed a number of operations. 
The reader will recollect, that Mr. Going Eliza's brother 
had received a call as minister to Braach near Rothenburgon 
the river Fulda and that his sister Mary and the two children 
Frederick and Amalia were there at that time. It was Stilling's 
intention, to bring these two children home again as well as 
his sister Maria, if she desired it, and t(» pay a visit to his 
brother-in-law ; they therefore h(t Cassel on the twenty- second 
of October. As they were passing through the Leipzig gate he 
said to Eliza : **I would give a great deal, ray dear, if we were 
on our journey to Marburg." Eliza implied : "Well let us go 
there" — but Stilling would not consent, as he thought if any mis- 
fortune awaited him it might overtake him in one place as well 
as an other, so they continued their route. Mr. Going met them 
on horseback and in the evening they arrived safe at Braach. 
They stayed a full week in this pleasant place; during all which 
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tftififf'StTnft^g ftiltlFke a poor ma^fai!t(Vr, who expects his execul 
tion in a few days. Marfa wh(j*'was not very well consented to* 
retuni to Mavbufg with them and" tlie chihireti; the twenty- 
ninth of Odnibfer was fixed upon for th^ir departure, for this piir- 
lw>seho!iseswere*oi*dercd at the post-oflSce in Morsclien. On 
WlednesdaJ^ ■evenings, tlic day'before their departure, his melan- 
choly rose so hi,8;h; that he said to Eli:2ai •'If the tornieht of the 
damned in hellis even nOt'greatei* than mine at present,it is hor- 
rible indeed.** 

Thenext morning the postillion came at the appointed lime 
with'fmjr very lively horjies. He drove witli the empty carriage 
through thfe river Firlda; Stilrtng, Eliza^Mary, the children and 
Mr.'Colhgwerc ferried over' it J a boat, meanwhile tlie postillion 
dN)Ve* up the meado\»^ on the other side of the river anil waited 
for them on t!ieshoi'*e. They all got into the carriage ; Stilling 
took hid seat behind on the right side, Eliza sat by him with' 
Amalia on her lap; when Coing had taken leave , the driver' 
ci*af*ked his whip, tiie horses gave a sudden start, the car- 
riage turned Short, the forewheels caught and threw the ba- 
rouche with such force on the ground, that tlie body broke in 
two pieces. Eliza, MaVia and the two children were thrown out 
in the msadovv, but Stilling being seated on the side on which the 
b^trouche fell, remained in it, and was badly bruised and woun- 
ded. Happily the bolt fldw out, so that the hind part of the car- 
riage was hot dragged along by the horses, though he was so 
squeezed In, that he could not stir. But it was remarkable, 
that hotwfthstanding tlie severe pain he felt over his whole bo- 
dy his melancholy had entirely left him,' peace and serenity fill- 
ed his mind, and tliough he did hot know what the cohsequen- 
rcH of the accident might be, he was fully resigned to the di- 
vitife will, there was no trace of any fear of death. Much as the 
driver deserved a severe >3c6lding, yet Stilling only said mild- 
Iv : •♦Friend, you have turned too short." The rest of the par- 
ty esCaptrf 'uninjured. 

Mrl Coing came bark, when he observed the accident; the ' 
roiach was raised up, and Stilling, wounded and bruised as he 
was,iimped back to Braafh leaning on ElizaV arml The dri- 
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ver likewise returned to the village with his horaes and broken 
carriage^, and the farmers were near giving him a severe drub- 
bii%. They were all eager to lend their assistance, one of them 
rtide full speed to Rothenburg for the Doctors^ while others offer- 
ed refreshm^ts to Stilling and his family. The rightjside of his 
breast was very much swollen 9 one rib was broken, he felt a 
severe pain under the right shoulder-bladei a wound on the tem- 
ple of the right side of his head was bleeding freely only one 
eighth part of an inch from the great artery, and his right side 
and hip were extremely painful when he moved his leg. 

Several physicians soon arrived, whose united care restored 
him in a few days so far, that he could return to Marburg. On 
the second of November they left Braach a second time. Stilling 
rode on horseback, because he distrusted the coach as the roads 
were very bad ; this precaution proved fortunate, for his family 
was upset again though witliout receiving any injury. It was 
a long time befoi*e he recovered fully from this accident. It 
affected his head and brought on a vertigo. Mr. Going accom* 
panied them as far as Mabern where Caroline waited for her 
parents. The next day they returned to Marburg. 



CHAFrER XIV. 

The commencement of the year 1B02 brought sadness and 
mourning into Stilling's family. On the third of January he 
i*eccived a letter from Mr. Mieg at Hidleberg, informing him, 
tliat Lisette was sick^ but he did not think, that any serious 
consequences need be apprehended, because the physicians enter- 
tained good hopes of her recovery. At the reading of this letter, 
Stilling received an impression, that she was dead. He always 
has an agreeable sensation, when he learns, that a child or a 
pious person has departed this life, because he knows, that a soul 
has again reached the desired haven. This sensation is likewise 
an unspeakable comfort to him, when one of his family or chil- 
dren dies; yet being endowed with a very feeling heart, his physi- 
cal nature has on such occasions to undergo a severe conflict ; 
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this was the case now, lie greatly Buffered for several hourSf 
but then he gave up his Lisette to the Loni, who had entrusted 
her to liim, and on the sixth of January, when the news of her 
death arrived, he was so istrong that he could comfort hen deep- 
ly affected foster-pai-ents; but Eliza suffered ranch on this oc- 
casion. 

Mr, Mieggave Lisette a very honorable burial, and publish- 
ed a little book containing her course of life, character^deathy 
funeral and several pamphlets and poems, which had been writ- 
ten on the occasion. Mr. and Mrs. Mieg had given her a most 
excellent education, and God will reward them for the many 
pious instructions they have given her. It is remd.rkable that the 
aged mother Wilhelmi followed her favorite a few weeks after. 

About the same time the Burgomaster Eike, Julia's father 
died also. Stilling and Eliza repeated the invitation, which they 
had given hor to visit them, after the death of her father. She 
came about the middle of January, and was so much pleased, 
that she resolved to spend her life in their family. Matters 
were all arranged, Julia paid for her board and lodging, and cm- 
ployed herself in leisure-hours with the education of Amalfa 
and Christine: Eliza protested at first against receiving pay for 
her board, but Julia persisted in it, declaring, that she wonid 
not come on any other condition, and therefore Eliza was ob- 
liged to submit. In the month of Marcb Julia madeajoumoy 
to Erfurt to pay a visit to a friend, and returned in Augtmt. 
Since this time she has been a member of Stilling's family, to 
wliich she proves a real blessing fmm God, by her piety, serenity 
of mind, experience in afflictions, and especially by tfie unremitt- 
ing care she takes in tiie bringing up and education of tiie two 
youngest girls. 

This spring Stilling received letters, desiring him to come 
to Fulda ; he ccmiplied with the request, and Eliza accompanied 
liim. On their return, they traveled by way of Hanna and 
Fraukfort and paid a visit to prince Fi-cderick of Anhalt and 
the countess Louise, who liad left Marburg last autumn and Imd 
removed to Homburg on the Height. After an absence of foar 
W'ceks, they arrived again at Marburg. 
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TJie important {leriod or Caroline's conftrroatioii was ap- 
proaAshing. Shie was now in her fifteenth year and very lai'ge 
for her age. Her father's worthy fi-iends, the reformed minis- 
ters Slarbaum and Breidenstein had given her religious instruc- 
tion for tlie last two years, which had made a deep impression on 
her mindy which was imbued with the most pious, christian senti- 
ments ; and it was higlily satisfactory for her father to know, 
tifat' not only Caroline but his three eldest children were in the 
way of becoming true christians. Julia wrote a letter to Caro- 
line from Erfurt, which she inclosed in one directed to Mrs. Dui- 
sing, desiring her to deliver the indosure to Caroline on the 
day of her confirmation, and it is well worth inserting. 
My dear and beloved Caroline ! 

On this most solemn day of thy life,on which all thy friends 
press thee to their bosom with renewed marks of love and at- 
tachment, ray prayers also shall unite with those of thy parents 
and relatives, perhaps in tlie very hour, in which thou by the 
most solemn vows shalt promise eternal faithfulness and love to 
hiniy who has first loved thee. I shall also pray for thee, that he 
may grant thee faith and perseverance in tliis love. 

O my deat*est« best Caroline ! I beseech thee most ar- 
dently, carefully to consider and to keep, what thou promisest 
on this day so important to thee for time and eternity ! Love the 
Lord, as thou lovest no other being ! — Thou canst do nothing 
greater, nothing better, nothing more important. — Sufifer nei- 
ther pleasure nor pain, neither flattery nor the derisions of the 
world, to deprive thee of that crown of glory, which thy faith 
beholds to day as reserved in the hand of tiie Lord for thee, and 
remain faithful unto him even unto death. — 

The confirmation took place on the day of Pentecost, amidst 
ike prayers of all her relatives and the congregation. 

The unpleasantness of Stiiling's situaticin increased daily; on 
tlie one hand his religious sphere of activity erdarged, and be- 
came more important and beneficial ; and the Director of the 
" lVa€t*so(^iety in London wrote him an affectionate letter, encour- 
aging him to establish a similar society in Germany; and at the 
same time his I'eligious correspondence and {iractice in diseases 
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of the eye increasccl from day to day ; on the ortker imml bis 
Iirofessional calling became daily more unproftiictive; thQcltange 
of territories, which at that time had taken place in Germany, 
brought those provinces, from which most of the studen^to wetv 
expected, under the government of princes, who had univeraitl^fs 
in their own dominions ; thus their number decrea^^l at Mar* 
burg, and those who still attended, directed ttieir attentien tu 
mere professional studies among which cameralistics hud nu 
place. In short, his auditory became so small, that he fi*eqiietit* 
)y had not more than two or three hearers — this was deeply «fl|ic* 
ting, — his conscience smote him, for accepting so large a salary, 
while he was doing so little for It, and yet necessity compelled 
him to receive it. At the same time, that great principle, whidi he 
had kept in view from his youth — to labor and to Jivo akvte for 
the Lord and religion filled his soul, he daily heard and 
saw, how extensively beneficial his religious sphere of aetivitj 
was and yet was constrained to neglect it, in ot*der to labor in a 
catling, by which he gained his living, but wbieh was wh<iilj 
unproductive in Itself. Another cii*cumstance made hh situa- 
tion still more unpleasant. The Elector of Hesse was in. 
clined to support reIigion,but he lield this opinion ,whicb abstract- 
edly considered, is very correct : that every servant oC the Slate 
ought to devote his whole time to that branch in which lie 
is engaged, and was not pleased if an officer «i«deavored 
to serve two masters. But such was Stllling^s sitoiilion, that he 
was compelled to act against this principle, which pvoducad 
many sad reflections in his mind — his conflict w«s seTere-^bata 
kind Providence was now paving the way for the eacecutioh «f 
its plan. 

About the middle of summer he received a letter from par- 
son Konig at Burgdorf in the canton of Bern, desiring he Wcisid 
come and perform an operation on him and promising to pay the 
expenses of the journey. He and Eliza began therefore to make 
preparations for their second tour into Swit^serland. 

During these occurrences William Stilltng's state of heaMi on* 
expectedly changed. His mind and judgment had entirely left 
him, while his bodily constitution had sttll appearedi bealthy» 
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but BHiMealy the metalMiii of his iiodjr refused to pei-fiirm ikeiv 
effiees ; having 1^ so hmg in bedt his whole boiy was sore, a 
surgeon attended him daily to dress his sores, which was suqIi a 
painfttl operatinn, that the poor man screamed and iamoiitecl 
fio loiid^ that the whole neighborhood was deeply aifected. Stilr 
ling could not bear tliis scene, he generally left the house as the 
timeapproociied for dressifig the sores. But towards the close of 
kis life his sufferings a{q[>eared to be without intermission and his 
groans almost incessant. At length the day of las redem])tion 
drew nigh ; in the evening of tlie sixth of September he depart- 
ed to the blessed habitations of his forefathers. His quiet un- 
obtrusive piety — though uiiolservcd by the world — was seen 
find mai4ced by his heavenly Father. Not the man, who 
is cdebrated far and wide, — not he who does much, is always a 
gveatman, but he is truly groat* who sows here and reaps a 
thousand fold above. William Sttlliog sojourned here sowing 
IB tears^ new Ae will reap in everlasting joy. Uis childi*en, Hen- 
17 and £liza think with rapture of his welcome in the fields of 
bliss md when they reflect, that they wei*e unremitting in their 
^idewors to smooth his bed <^ sufferings they are comforted. 

A week after their Other's departure from this world, Stil< 
ling and Eltsa commenced their second journey into Switzerland. 
In Fraakfort he found patients, who detained him sevei*al days. 
Ott tfaesixteenth they reached llidleberg early in the afterno<m. 
The wekone of their friend Mieg and his family was deeply af- 
iectkig. Mieg happened to be absent on business in the country 
when they arrived, and returned only towards evening. Ho 
said he bad dined that day witli a gentleman of high standing 
in society, and the conversation turning uiion Stilling, his friend 
observed that some prince ought to pay him a salary, that ho ^ 
might pursue his beneficial calling as oculist, without involving 
himself in difficulties. This expression, though insignificant in 
itself inadei when taken in connection with other circumstances, 
for instance, tlie death of his father and a second journey in- 
to Switaerland, a deep impressitHi on his mind, and produced 
high expectations. 

The next day our tr»vclei*s contiuucd their journey as Car 
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m CarkrHiiQ. In this place I And it necesaarj to go a step. back 
in my narrative, to bring every thing under the proper point 
of view. 

Jacob's marriage had been blest with a child during tlie last 
spring-^but notwithstanding bis fikiil and integrity and the be^ 
testimonials fnHn the tiflScei's of government at Marburg, he could 
obtain no office aallicient to maintain his family ; ami with his 
mode of thinking in iTgard to law it wa.s impossible, tliat tlie 
practice of this profession coidd pn)cure hitn a living.; his father 
had thei*efore to assist him considerably : these things greatly 
troubled him, he thcrcfoi*e requested his father, to recommend him 
to tite Elector of Baden on his passage through Carisruhe, sup- 
loosing as he was born in his dominions, he Itad some claim to a 
settlement in them. To ask such a favor of a prince favorably 
dis|)osed towards \\\m was a difficult ta'ik, though Uie settlement 
of his son was very desirable. 

Stillifig and Bltza arrived, as has been said late on Friday 
evening the eighteenth of September at Carisruhe, It Ls his 
custom to caiTy the DaUy Word of the Bi*ethren\s church with 
him during his journeys for his instruction and edification. This 
little bo«»k contains two passages of the Bible for every day in 
the year M'ith an apprrypriate vei'se from the hymnbook attached 
to each, in general exprej^ive of this application of the Bible pas- 
sage either to any individual or to the church at large. The 
fn-st . part of these texts is properly styled tlie Daily Wordf 
the other is called the Doctrinal Text for the day. When on the 
following day he opened the book, he found the Daily Word to be 
2 Sam. 7. v. 25. &c. **And now, O Lord God, tlie woird, that 
thou hast spoken concerning thy servant and concerning his house, 
establish it forever, and do im thou hast said." In the Doctninal 
Text were these words : ••Be faithful unto death aud I will give 
thee the cmwn of life.'* These remarkable passages of scrip- 
ture strenghteiied his hope, that the long desii-ed change in 
his situation would take place this day. Sotm after a message 
was sent from court, that the Elector wished StilUng to come 
that morning at nine o'clock, and stay to dinner. 

In conscqtience of tlris reciuest he went at the ap- 
pointed hour to the palace, was announced and immediately ad- 
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mitted. After 8oihe conversation lie felt at liberty to reconrnieml 
hi» son. He commenced with observing^^ that he had alwapi 
been reluctant to lay requests of this nature before princes, who 
were kindly disposed toward hini» b«t his situation was of 
such a nature, that he found himself under the necessity to make 
an exception to this rule ; he then gave a true representation of 
the character of his son, and offered to produce the mostsatisfac* 
tory proofs of what he had said, viz : the testimonials he had re* 
ceived from the government officers at Marburg, and finally 
begged the Elector, to let his son serve from the ranks, and ad- 
vance him only according to his merits, he would consider it as 
a great favor, if his salary would barely support him with proper 
economy, and at last concluded in these words; he hoped, that 
his Electoral Highness would not ungraciously look upon tbla 
first and last recommendation, which should ever come fr«>m 
liiitti The Elector expressed himself in the kindest terms 
and said : "He would endeavor to find a place for him in the 
organisation of the Palatinate, Stilling should in tlie mean time 
mention his request to his counselors and ministers, that 
they miglit be acquainted with the circumstance, when his son's 
name should be brought forward, whtdi Stilling promised to do, 
Tliis conversation had given him an opportunity to speak of hia 
own situation; and the Elector insptr^ed him with so much confi- 
dence, tfrat he gave him a plain statement of it, upon which the 
good prince observed : **I hope, God will grant me means to na^ 
sist you in getting out of this unpleasant situation, and to place 
you so that you may only concern yourself with the publication 
of religious works, and attend patients afflicted with diseases of 
the eye ; for you ought to be disengaged fi*om every worldly care* 
A description of his feelings on this occasion would be impossU 
ble! <* Are you anxious, that this plan should be put into immedn 
ate execution?" continued the Elector. Stilling replied : "By no 
means, and I intrcat your Highness, to wait until Pnividence 
opens a door, so that no one may be injured and that I may not 
interfere with the (mimotion of any other peraon/' The Prince 
replied : "Do you think you can wait six months or a year lon- 
ger?'' Stilling answei*ed : ^*I can wait as long as it pleases God, 
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ttilil 7fNir Highmis iihall hare found tlie way which Proiideiice 
may point out** 

Whoever is acquainted with the Elector of BadeUf will 
know that his Highness conscientiously keeps bis pledged 
word, and in fact doth generally more than he promises. Bvery 
christian) feeling heart will therefore be in accordance with Stil« 
ltng*s grateful sensations. — Praised and blessed be the Lord ! his 
ways are holy, blessed is he^ who surrenders himself wilbout re- 
serve to his guidance and direction ! Whoever trusts in binif 
shall not be put to shame. 



CHAPTER XV. 

On the nineteenth of September having performed an ope* 
ration on a poor aged peasant, whom the Elector had expressly 
sent for, Stilling and Eliza continued their journey towards 
Switzerland. The nearer they appi'oached, the more terrifying 
became the rumors of revolutionary movements in that country ; 
this was unpleasant, but they knew, that they had undertaken 
tills journey for benevolent purposes* and therefore placed their 
confidence in Divine Providence, and this was not in vain. 

At Freyhurg in the Breisgow they were informed of the 
calamity, which had befallen the city of Zurich on the eigh- 
teenth of September but at the same time learnt, that its 
inhabitaats had experienced the powerfol protection of Divine 
Providence in the midst of danger. On the twenty*fifth Of Sep- 
temper they arrived at Basle and took up their abode in the hos- 
pitable mansion of the Shorndorf Tamily, whence they mentioned 
their amval to itarson Konig, and that they would tarry there 
until they received information fmm him, that they might under- 
take the journey with safety. 

How pleasing would it be were it |)osstble to relate every 
trait of the mercy and goodness of God, which occurs in the life 
of man, but as this imptissible, because many are not proper to 
meet the public eye, the christian rejoices, whenever he can 
mention such an instance to the praise of God. One of tliis d^ 
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t«miieoiiriv4to StUUiie'WhUQat Ba»U, Tto reader will re* 
member the kindness wliich he had experienced from Mr* Isaac 
at Wa)d8tadt» how lie oloUied bim» when he was in the great- 
ast didlrea^^ and. misery. He had indeed paid the expenses 
Whkb; Isaac bad. incurred, but the thought frequently .troubled 
bim» that lie.had never been able practically to manifest his gra- 
titiide.to the family of this friend in need. An opportunity now 
oflfevedf ami he resolved not to neglect it. 
. .Tbe ddest son of Mr. Isaac had learnt the tailor's trade 
with his father, and as a journeyman-tailor bad come to Basket 
and lived several years in that city ; afterwards he had settled 
at Waldstadt, — Rade-vor-dem-Walde in the Duchy of Berg — his 
native town, and kept hopse with his brothers and sisters; but as 
a sedentary life did not agree with his state of healthy he had gi- 
ven up the trade, and commenced storekoeping, and thus made 
aUving^ for himself and his family. On the twenty*fourth of 
August a fire broke out in the village, which raged with so 
much violence, that the whole town in a few hours was reduced 
to. ashes ; and poor Isaac's children not only lost their own pro- 
perty, but also the store-goods, part of which Mtd been taken on 
credit. Mr.Bccker — tlie real family name — did<not himself inform 
Stilling' of this misfortune, but another friend reminded him of 
his obligi^ons to this family. It was an embarrassing case^ 
for whatever even with the greatest exertion he could do for them 
in his present circumscribed situation would be of little avail 
to themy nevertheless he made up a small sum and sent i^ 
and as'lie had previous to his departure from home finished tlie 
twelfth number of ^The Grey Man,** ho added at the close a no^ 
tite of this misfoKune, and v^itured to implore the aid qf 
cbris<iati friends in behalf of the family. While at Ba<de, be 
was bivited by the members of the German society to address 
them in one of their meetings, which he did, and at the close of 
tiis'addres8,reminded them of their former friend,and i*elated the 
misfortune which had befallen him | a collection was immediate- 
ly taken, which amounted to near one hundred guilders. The 
Mtice published in the above mentioned periodical produced 
about one thousand guilders for Mr. Isaac's children and to his 

Yy 
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natKe town (tve hundred ; wliich sums imre scat to SttKffg 

tbi* distribution* 

In a few days the information wan received from Bm^gdorfy 
that peace was restored in that neighborhood ; Stilling and £!!• - 
^a tlierefore left Basle September the twenty-ninth ; at Liee^ 
lie performed the operation for the cataract on a person, and w* 
tived in the evening at the house of Judge Scnn in Zofingen» who 
liad come as far as Aarburg* to meet them. As they were tra- - 
vding down the valley of the Aar* and the evening ann was 
spreading its light over the landscape, the i*ays struck a distant 
glacier situated in a south-easterly directioUyWhich gave it the ap- 
pearance of a meteor glittering in the most beautiful purple light* 
But it would be impossible to give a full description of this Sfdend- 
id spectacle of nature to any person, who has not viewed it 
himself ; you feel as if you had a glimpse of the realms of 
celestial glory. Judge Senn, who rode before them in bis glg» 
turned round and observed : <<What a majestic sight !*' — I have. 
seen yonder glacier fi-equently illuminated by the rays of the-sun*. 
and still the spectacle is new to me as often as I viow if 
The next mornin^hey started for Burgdorf, where they arrived- 
at six o'clock in the evening, and took their lodgings at the par- 
sonage. This town is situated on a hill, which has the form of 
a saddle ; on its western point stand the church and paraonage^ 
on the eastern the castle ; between these two points and on the 
saddle itself is built the town which hangs down the hiU simdar 
to a splendid housing. On the northern side a violent and rapid 
stream called the Emme rushes down the mountain, and from tlie 
two points afore mentioned the traveler enjoys a most delightful 
prospect. Towai-ds the north-west the chain of the Jura here 
called the Slue Mountain, presents itself to the eye; in tlie South 
appears again the noble chain of the Al|is, from the Mutterhckm 
and Slireckhorn in the West until far beyond the Jungfraii in the 
Kast. Stilling performed in this place several operations besides 
that an Mr. Koriig, one eye of the latter was perfectly cured* I 
cannot refrain here from relating the circumstance/S attending 
theopcration [lerformed on one of the patients, because they 
throw much light on^tfae chairacter of Swiss jieasants. Two very 
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ctoaty handfloniQ ment dressed after the faHhion of the country but 
neatly and clcatily, came one day into the 'jiarsonage with an old 
grey-hea^d man, and inquii*ed after the strange Doctor. When 
Stiilitig came, one of them said in the Swiss dialect : <'We bring 
here our fkther — ^he is blind—- can you help him ?^' — Stilling re- 
[plied after viewing his eyes : <* With the blessing of God, my 
friends, your father shall recover his sight." Ttie two men 
were silent, but large drops rolled down their cheeks and be- 
spoke the emotion of their iieai-ts ; the lips of the old man quiv- 
ered and a moisture spread over his e^es. During the opera- 
tion they arranged themselves on each side of tlicir father so as 
te see the whole proceeding : wlien it was over, and their father 
had obtained Iris sight, they did not speak but expre^sscd the sen- 
sation of their heart by means of the silent but expressive Ian- 
^age o^die eyes—after a pause the elder of the sons asked: <«Doc- 
t»r! what do we owe you ?^ When Stilling answered, that though 
he was not in the habit of receiving money for his cures, yet be- 
.ingfim a journey, and bis expenses great, he would accept a re- 
cmnpense, provided they were able to give it without injuring 
themselves, the elder son pathetically replied : <<It must be a 
large sum imleed which we would not willingly pay wlien 
the health and comfort of our fatiier is in question — ^" and the 
younger added: <*our left hand doth not receive back, what 
the right has given/' Stilling replied with a shake of the handi 
. «^rbls was well spoken — ^you are wortliy men, God will bless 
you, if you retain suck sentiments towards your father !'' 

SliHing and Eliza again enlarged the circle of their friends 
in Burgdorf. Here they likewise became acquainted with the 
celebrated Pestaluzzi and his institution. The principal trait of 
his character is benevolence towards man in general and towards 
ehildren in particular. Properly speaking not his method of edu- 
'cation, has given him his great celebrity, but his method of in- 
struction. The progress, which children make according to his 
system of instruction in all those branches of learning, which in 
their detached or analysed form can be brought under the scrut- 
iny of the eye and mind united, is really astonishing* But 
time cart only show in how far this system of tuition is appli- 
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cable to the development of abstract ideas, and of our moral and 
religious sentiments, and what an influence it will exercise on th^ 
practicallife of man. Caution is therefore necessary, as expe- 
rience ought to show us* how far the children taught according 
to tl^is system will become useful in society, before we place !m« 
plicit confidence in a new method of instruction. It is rather 
inconsiderate to favor a general introduction of any new sys- 
tem of education, before we are fully aware of its practical 
utility.* 

October the fourth our travelers went to Bern, and took 
their lodgings at Mr. Niehans, a pious and faithful friend of God 
and man. Their stay in this beautiful city, which tasted four 
days, was thronged with business. On the ninth of October 
they left Bern. At Hindelbank, a village between that cify and 
Burgdorf, they visited the celebrated monument of Mrs. Lang- 
haus a work of the great Hessian artificer Nahl. At Burgilorf 
Stilling again performed operations on several patients, and tlien 
went by way of Zofingen, to Zurich, Winterthur and St. Gallen. 
On the twenty -seventh of October they passed through the Ro- 
mantic Thurgow, along the lake of Constance to Shafliousen, 
where they again met with much hospitality from the dear fam- 
ily of parson Kirchhofer. On the first of November they left 
Switzerland ; having received an invitation by express from a 
merchant at Ebingen, afflicted with the cataract, they were tin- 
der the necessity of taking a circuitous route by way of Mos- 
kirch and the Suabian Alb ; from Ebingen they were sent for 

*Ob8onration of the translator. The American public ought seriously to reflect 
- on the truths, which StiUing pronounces here in regard to education. The welfare 
of our children, the continuance of our republican institutions, and the happiness 
of children's children depend chiefly on the education of the rising generation, and 
on the manner, in which this is done. And yet there is no country, in which moKe ex- 
periments in methods of teaching are made, or rather, in which parents allow every 
empiric in the art of instruction, to follow his own inclination without limitation or 
reserve. There is no system prescribed or adopted either in our country schools 
or in our Gymnasia or colleges, and though custom has introduced a certain rou* 
tine in the latter, yet there are not two or three among these high echoob of oor 
country in existence, in which the system of instractioii is alike, wherever an «]te. 
ration has been admitted from that coarse of studies which the pil^Ans of the sev- 
ent^nth century brought with them from England. 
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to Balangetiy thence they went to Stuttgardt, here they took up 
their abode in Mr. SeckendorPs bospiftible mansioiu and Stilling 
found many opportunities of serving sufieriiig humanity. 

In this place he made the acquaintance of Mr. Goldman, k 
member of the Elder's conference of the Moravian brethren* 
with whom he entered into an intimate friendship* From Stutt* 
g^rd they took again a circuitous route over the Black Forest 
to Calwy where Stilling Tisited the pious Mr. Havlin minister 
of New Bulack, with whom and whose family consisting of his 
trtfe and daughter he was already acquainted by an interesting 
correspondence. Here likewise a circle of precious souls cot 
lected round our travelers^ in the house of Mr. Sliille. On the 
ninth of November they left Calw for Carlsruhe. To this lat- 
ter place he went by the express desire of the Margravine of 
Baden who had informed him. that a number of patients expect- 
ed his arrival. The Elector repeated the promise, he had be- 
fore given himf and on the twelfth of that month they went by 
way of Manhtme to Frankfort. Hero and at Vilbel he found 
three patients, and on the sixteenth thoy arrived at Marburg. 

The fruit of the first journey to Switzerland had been the 
payment of his debts, that of the second was the solution of the 
enigma of the views of Providence witii Stilling. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

In the spring of this year Mr. Going had married an excel- 
lent young lady, who was altogether worthy of liinu Stilling, Eli- 
za, her sister Maria and Jacob, were at the wedding, which was 
celebrated at Homberg in Lower Hessia at the house of the 
bride^s mother, Mrs. Wiskeman. Here counsellor Cnyelm a wi- 
dower, a pious and wealtliy man became acquainted with Maria, 
who was much pleased witli him« The necessary rules of 
caution and decorum being observed, they were married, and 
Maria«-^he noble, mild, affectionate and pious soul — obtained 
a husband, in every respect suitable for her, with whom she is 
as happy, as it is posstUe for mortals to be on this sublinary 
jg^lobe. 
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At tke doii of Uns ]r«v lib towing —■tBr oftte miiM U 
Oilfonbiurgy John StilUng*^ second sMy pml hi» a vi8il. He ww 
al wmjB glftd to see this friend of his youth^wfemi^bonesty and akiH 
in business ha<l made a fainable member of seeiety. On tliia 
occasion the bond of Iiiendslii|i was renewed^ which had so lo«i; 
subsisted between tliem. 

In the commencement of tlie nesut jrear a» osenrieiice toolc 
place^ which in a great measure loosened the bondsr which had 
connected him with Marburg. An order woo issued fimn CasseU 
according to wliich no professor at the untversiijr should pu bihh 
aojr thing, witlmot preTiously suboNtting it to the ins|Mction and 
censure of the Prorectnr of the university and the Dean of that 
CiCttlty to wlwse province the'sabject belonged. 

This restiiction of the liberty of the press^ which was 
i^nfined to Marburg alone^ excited much sensation^ and no oim 
ooidd imagine the cause of such a proceeding. Stilling tbene* 
fore immediately applied to Cassel for infiMfnaiion, rsspediug^ 
this singular and exti*aordiaary ordenandto his astmiiabmewt 
i*eceived fur answer; the periodical entitled **The €knf Mm^ 
liad been tlie cause of this restriction of the libortgr of the presa* 
This ciix^umstaiice soon became generally known* wJiicb made 
his stay in Mai^burg very inipleasanty and .created a strong de» 
sii^o in his mind* that the Loni might scKm open another door for 
liim. A i^emonstrance of tlie university against the said edict 
was soon sent to tlic Elector* in which he was petitioned to with* 
draw this order. Stilting awaitetl himself of this opportunity, to 
make the proposition of submitting in a<{ far as he was personally 
concerned to the full severity et the restriction, provided it siiouhl 
fall upon him alone ; but the law remainefl in force. 

During the Easter- vacation he and Eliza midertwdc a jour* 
ney to Herrnhut in Upper Lusatia. His friend Erxleben had in- 
formed him. that many persons in and about Uemraluit, afilicted 
with the catai*act9 were desirous: of his assistance, and Uiat the 
eapenses of the journey should be paid. I'hey left Marburg on 
the twcntj-fiftli of March ; at Eisenach, Stilling visituKlliio friend 
Diit>ctor Gochhausen, but found Jiim much indisposed. Our rtm* 
velers made no KUy on the roads ^'beir way led them thi^Migb 
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Droadin. Here tfiey piM a visit to tto TeneraMe niiimter vo9 
Bnrgadorf) md wtreremYci bj htm m one christian fttend 
shoald receive another. On tlie llviit of April thej entered Lo* 
satia and arrived that aflcmoM at Klmewelket a colony of the 
Moravian brethren, where he found his friend Nitchke, the 
minister of the place in deep mourning; fats wife having been 
called fipora time to eternity a fortnight previous to his arrival* 
Stilling formed here many new and interesting acquaintances, 
and vMited several patients, whom he promised to attend on Ms 
mtam from iiermhut. On tiie second of April he and Eliza %r^ 
lived by way of Baazen and Lobau at Herrnhut This place 
is situated on an elevated piece of ground between two hills call^ 
ed the Hat and' the Hetnricbsborg; each of these hills is crown* 
ed'with n pavilUon, from which the pr«Mpect is nncommonly 
beaottful» towards the East you have a view of the Silestan 
Qiaat«io0ntain% and tn the South the chain of the Boliemmn 
menntains bounds the vfew towards Bohemia. Kind and afbc* 
tionatewasths recqition of StIHing ami Eliaa in tiiiseongre* 
gation. I would utterly faii, were I to attempt a description 
oPit^ neitfier could I give the history of their stay at Hermhuty 
beeause it wenid too mucJi enlaige this volume ; and bcaides he 
was requested by the members of the Directory not to say or 
write a great deal in praise of the Brethren's congregatioaSf as 
Ihey prospered best under oppression, contempt and oblivion. 

Bncleben and Goldman were particularly glad to see Stil* 
ling jmd Eliaa at H«mhut» the first was a correspondent, the 
secend a personal acquaintance from Stuttgart lahallsay 
nothing of tlie many friends of StiUing in tills place, as I find it 
impos sible to mentioa them iniividflally ; and I shoald be sorry 
to> wound the feelings of any of 4heni« 

The cdebration of the passiim-wedL is affecting and edify- 
11^ in all the Brethren's congregations, but particnlarly so at 
Ikrrnhttt. StilUngand Eliaa attended all the meetings IteM in 
that week, 9nih great spiritwd benefit to themselves. They also 
received permission from the directory to participate in the com- 
miiaion on Maundy Thnt«di|y. This comomnisi) js^wha* it ought 
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to bo$— a Bolemn luiidii of Christ as head of his chiircb» with all 
his members among all religious denominalions. What a pious 
heat*t reels in this sacred hour, cannot be described but must be 
experienced. Stilling performed many operations in Herrnhul» 
and gave his advice as <x;iilist to several hundred persons. The 
throng of patients was exceedingly great On the 12th of April 
our travelers left Hermhut for Rlinewelke. Having performed 
operations on several persons, they arrived on the Idth at Dres-> 
den, whence after a stay of three days, they returned by way of 
Waldhime and Grimma to Leipzig. They had several reasons 
for taking this circuitous route, the principal was the desij« 
expressed by the Saxon minister von Burgsdorf, a klml father 
of the poor, that he would pass through Waldhime, which con- 
tained the largest poor-house in Saxony, for the purpose of re- 
moving the cataract from several blind persons in that place ; 
another cause fortheir going this way was a pressing inytta- 
tion receiveil f ram Mr* BurgsdorPs childi*«ii at Coldiz; in.tliis 
place the last operations were performed during this journey. 

April the 31st they left Leipzig, and passed through Wei- 
scnfels, WeimiLr,Erfurt, NewDietendorfand Ckitliato Etsenacb, 
•wliere they found tlieir friend Goehhousen recovered from his 
illness and spent an agreable evening in the company of his 
family and that of Dr. MuUer and arrived on the S6th at Cassel: 
Jiere they rested for several days. Their brother and sister 
Coing came also; and in their company time passed pleasantly 
away* On the second of May Coing and his Julia returned to 
their station, and Stilling and Eliza to Marburg. 

Many solemnities took place on the aiccession of the Land- 
grave of Hessencassel to the Electoral dignity. On the £Oth of 
M^y Stilling received by an express from Cassel an invitation 
to come without delay to court, that prince Charles the brother 
of the Elector had unexpectedly arrived from Denemark, and 
wished to see him. The preparations for the journey were soon 
tnatle, and on the 21st in the evening he and Eliza were at Cas- 
sel. The next two days were chiefly spent in company of prince 
Charles, subjects important to the welfare of the kingdom of 
God formed the principal part of their conversation. His Higb* 
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tiesA in ikNitiflem a tni^ chrisHati, km heart is Mted with vpnera. 
tion and tore to hn) SarioHryand Mb knowledge «nd experience hi 
feii^on are of an extraoi«dinary kind. Havtnj; on tlie £3d taken 
a efiristian farewell of thifl enlightened Prince, Sttlliagand Eliza 
left Cassel and arrived in the evening again at Marburg. 



CHAPTER XVIL 

8tiHing*8 lectures were badly attended through the summer- 
iwosion. I>iiring the White-snntide^vacation he visited wt^i 
BKza his friends at Wittgenstein; and as Tiefenbach and Flo- 
renborgareonly fifteen miles from Wittgenstein, tliey resolved 
to go to all these places which the days of Stttling's childho<ifl 
and youth had stamped with the seal of interest to tliem both. 
Stilling particularly anticipated great satisfaction in revisiting 
those i»}aces with Eliza, which had been the theati^ of his child- 
hood and youth, and which he had not seen for tlie last thirty- 
eight years. After a stay of several days with their friends at 
Wtttgcnstein, the jctiirney to tlie hamlet in which Stilling had 
lirst seen the light was to be undertaken, and their friends were 
to accompany them. But as the hour of departure approached* 
an inexpressible horror seized on his mind, which increiMied 
every momentyhe felt as if great dangers aw aited him therOfOod 
alone knows the cause of this singular phenomeiMm, Bis 
friends respected his feelftigs, and the journey to llefenbacfa wm 
given up. 

While at Wittgenstein, he received a letter ft*om his son 
Jacob, which informed him, that the Elector of Baxlen had 
given him a call as counselor of justice and assessor at the Klect- 
oral court of justice at Manhime — a call, which by far exceed- 
ed the etpectationof all his friends — to the call was added the 
inquiry, whether Stilling himself would come for a yeariy salary 
of twelve hundred guilders for the present, with a promise of in* 
creaflSng it as soon as practicable. 

The joy at Jacob's permanent settlement, and at the near 
and certain prospect of being extricaled from his own critical 
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MliMtion fiUed their iiearta wtth gralftadc towsirds eod» %ni th^ 
half toned homey to make the necosnary preparations for SmobTn 
departure, as he had heen directed to enter immediately upon tho 
duties of his office. BtitinStiUing'ssoul a conliet arose between 
reason and faith. If he considered his situation nerelyi in an 
economical point of view, it was at best a hazardous undertak- 
ing to exchange a salary of twelve hundred rix^doUars for one 
i)f twelve hundi'ed guildci's, and the more so, as the expenses of 
his family left him nothing of bis present high salary^ and pm* 
dence suggested many reasons, for his remaining where he was ; 
there is no crime,*— were her suggestions — in contiiuiing as yM 
have heretofore. — Perform the duties of your office and travdl 
during the vac-atinns, if you have few hearers at yoar lectures it 
is nut your fault. AaA in regard to your sincere desire of iieiiig: 
active in the cause of religion, you may succeed in the vn^fp 
in which you have hitlierto, and if the effect does not wboltjP 
correspond to your wishes, it is reasonable to suppose UiatGodMriH 
not require moi^e of you than you are able to perform* 

But StiHing^s convscience judged very diffei*ently« Aecordiiig 
to the demands of this monitor, he ought to resign his office, and 
give lip his salary into the hands and cliannel from which h& 
derived it, when he could no longer earn it to the aatis&ictimi 
of his own conscience, and the approbation of the authority which 
paid it. This p4*oposition is general, and admits of no Iimitatiott» 
wlioever entertains principles differing from these, judges incor- 
reetly. Stilling was now so situated, that he might ventuiw to 
act according to this principle, a way being open, as soon as -he 
chose to take it; and his experience of the last years hafl taught 
him, that the Lord has means enough to assist and to save wtihr 
out reroursft to a high salary. Besides it is the first duty <rif ti» 
true cliristian,if he has a choice of callings, togive tlie preference 
to that in which he can be most useful, without regartl to a dl^ 
Rrencein liis income. Stilling therefore believed it his duty to 
accept the call ; for there could be no doubt, but he would be 
more useful by attending to his profession as ocultst andby con-* 
timring to publish religious woi*ks, than by remainiiig Professor 
in a university ; and those branches, by which be couhl maks; 
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IliiiisfifiMit vscfiil totbei^ominQnity wdqM come within the com- 
pasfl of his callings if he accepted the vocation of the Elector 
df Bwliln. 

To all tMs ought to be added tlie doaliwgs of Providence in 
regantl to SliNing ffom his very childhood; for that man most 
be btind indeed, who could not see, that God in the most sys* 
(omatic imamier had paved the way tottie door, which ttio 
DIector of Baden now opened. Had l»e entertained a desire of 
imitingfor some other opportunity, with which a liigher salary 
might b^ connected, it woiitd hare been culpable distrust of Fro* 
wienoe, after having so repeatedly experienced his goodness. 
Besides this vocation was so singular, so unique, that it wouM 
imv^ keen anreasonabte» to expect ever to receiv<; a similar one, 
amd :ftnftHy, the erdightened cliristian wiH see, that Stiiling^s 
^ie had no other aim in view than to give him oppor- 
tttiiiticiB for excercising bis faith. Influenced by these con- 
ni di irati otis, he accepted the call in the name of God; but in oi'dei' 
to do what could be done in his case, he wrote to the Elector of 
Baden, asking him for an augmentation of salary at least in grain 
atid aaeh like tlrings; in consequence of which letter the call ar- 
viived with the promise of an increase of salary, as soon as 
practicable. 

The great question concerning his final establishment was 
MOW deeided, the enigma of his wonderful leadings was solved-— 
it c^iuld now no longer be said, that his faith and confidence in 
fcattsChriiitaiid his government of the world were but fanaticism 
aiid superstition; on the contrary, the Redeemer had gtoinous- 
tf and evidentiy legitimized both himself and the faith of his 
servant, and in addition to this gave him at this time the 
faUowing mark of his gracious approbation. A lady who lived 
above two hundred miles f^om Marburg, who knew nothing of 
fitiUing's present situation, and had no other acquaintance with 
Urn than tiirough the medium of his writings, felt an inclina- 
tion, to send him twenty Looisd'ors. 

She {btlewed this impulse and wrote him, that he would 
know what use to make of it. This money with what he had still 
MaMUtttng from his tour to Switzerland was enough to faci litate 
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Iiifl removal from Marburg and setUe bis fttinily comfinfteUy at 
the place of his fntttre residence. 

Gracious God ! how l^indl/ leadestthou those who tnist in 
thee ! how much might we Iearn» were we carefully to study the 
ways of Providence ! If but one of all these occuri*ences had been 
wanting lie could not have accepted the call; if he had tifAy re* 
ceived in Switzerland a sufficiency to pay bis debts and the ex- 
penses of his journey it would have been a glortovsr display of 
the grace of God, but Ite would have been Ciimpelied to stay al 
Marburgt because the means would have been wantlag for his 
i«cnioval and the expenses of a new settlement; for in Marburg 
be was not able to lay up any part of his salary. 

Blessed be the Lord ! He is still the God of the Bible ! — . 
Yes he has truly said: **1 am who I ayn^ and shail be alwa/gs the 
satM^^ «*jMi*f Christ the $ame yesterdayt to-dajf andf9r ever.** 

After Jacob and Amalia had removed to Manhime Juse the 
25th9 accompanied by the blessing of their parents. Stilling and 
jKliza commenced preparations also for their dqiaKure for 
Hidlebergy the place, which the Elector had recommended to 
them as their future residence, where Stilling ais witness of tlie 
truth was to be actively engaged for tlie pnipagation of re- 
ligion and the extension of tlie kingdom of Christ, and also, to 
8erve his suffering neighbor as an oculist. His next duty was 
to apply to the Elector of Hessencasscl for his dismission, which 
he scmn after received. About the time of his departure Shilling 
once more expi-essed his thanks to the Elector for all the &vim>8 
he had hitherto shown him and recommended himself for the 
future to his kind remembrance and protection, of which he 
graciously assured him in his answer. 

Stilling's departure excited much regret in all Hessia but 
esiiccially at Marburg ; the citizens in general expressed their 
sorrow, and his immediate neighbors were bathed in tears on the 
day of hu3 removal. Stiiling's and Eliza's hearts were deeply 
affected, especially when they passed the church-yard, the rest- 
ing place of so many of their dearest friends and relatives. Their 
friend Julia removed with them. The fii*st day they went as 
far as Mutister, whci*e Schwai-tz and Hannah resided ; here they 
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BtayeASmkbg^ and Monikiy* wfcidi latter 4ay wm StiUU^'s birth 
dvjf and was now celebrated in a very splendid manner^ On 
the thirteenth of September tiiey took leave of their childreat and 
went to Frankfort, where they rested two days ; on the sixteenth 
they went as far as Heppenhiroe, and on Saturday the seventeenth 
they ent^^ Hidleberg. 

Betaarkable was the daily word for that day : Exod. XY. 
IT* «*Thou shalt bring them in and plant them in the mountain of 
4hine inheritance^ in the place, O Lord, which tliou hast made 
fi>r thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands 
have estaUisbed.'^ The reader must not suppose that Stilling 
applied these scriptural expressions to the town of Hidleberg, or 
his own temporal situatimi; he uifderstood the mountain of leho- 
Tah's inheritance, the place which he had made for himself to 
dwell in and the Sanctuary, to mean the spiritual Zipp, and the 
Mystic temple of God, in which he was now employed as a 
servant. .». 

His firtend Mieg had provided a very convenient and plea- 
sant dwelling and other friends had supplied other wants. Stil- 
ling with his Eliza, Julia, Caroline, the three children, Freder- 
ick, Amalia and Christine, the faithful and pious Mary 
and a hired servant were soon settled in their new habitation, 
and Stilling waits upon the Lord and submits with cheerfulness 
to his gracious guidance and directions* 

How gladly would I here have expressed my gratitude to a 
' iHimber of dear and intimate friends! But how could I do this with- 
oat wounding the feelings of some one whom I either inadvertent- 
ly passed by, or whom to name other circumstances forbid ? — 
All the inhabitants of the friendly Marburg are my friends, and 
and I am theirs, and in this relation I trust we sliall remain un- 
til our fittid consummation. — ^Dear friends ! you all know us, and 
we know you. The Lord our God knows us all. May he be 
your great reward ! Amen ! 
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RBTl^OSPSeTX'rB VIBW 

Of 

enLLtNCS LIFE. 



In the f rst (rfftce i earnestlj intreat all my iMdera^ ini* 
paiitftlly toperuae the foUowtng pagas ; for they ccMtain tha tpiia 
point of view, fpon which SUlling^s life ftroughoat oqght tb ha 
seen ami judged. 

The reading world knows^ that I, Doctor Toung, the aathar 
of this wopk am Henry Stilting, and that it contains my own life; 
it is therefore of no use any &ther to retain a borrowed name* 
I lay it askleand speak hencefoKh in my own. 

I can answer the ftrat and principal question which ought t6 
arise, viz: whether the history of my Ufa as it is related in V^ 
foregoing five books, is really and actuaUy true, most oon3cien* 
tiously in the attrmattve, and if this is so, if the history of my 
life is true in its whole extent, results arise, of whieh fowreadera 
are aware. I consider it thei^fbre a duty incumbent mi me^ 
most censcientioosly and logically to deveiope and to represent 
these results and consequences to tiie reader; I therefore once 
more entreat him careftfily to peruse and examino my observa- 
tions on this subject. 

The destinies of man from his birth until his death either 
happen from a blind chance, or agreeably to a wise plan, made 
by God, in the execution of which men co-operate, eitlier as real- 
ly free beings, or mechanically, as natura does; yet suppooing» 
they act as free agents. This idea, viz : that men only appear 
to act freely but are in reality nothing more than machines, con- 
tains the substance of that doctrine which is termed Fatalism, 
it is not here the place to refute this horrible doctrine, but I refer 
Hie reader, who is desirous of seeing a refutation of it; to my 
work entitled ^Longing for Heaven." 

Here I sliall take it for granted, that God governs the world 
with infinite wisdom, in 8|uch a manner^ that men cooperate as 
free agents. 
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The phn»e, <^Ittid chance^ in ttsdf iitillidetiily shawflf Vhi$k 
tikis nonentity 18 incapable of forming any plans for preparing 
with wisdom the means for their execution^ and afterwards of 
carrying them into effect; wherever therefore! — as for instance 
In tbe history of my life — such a plan and execution thereof is 
evidently visible, it would be nonsense, to think of a blind chance; 
and whereas in the destinies of every man — cousequently in my 
life also — many other persons cooperate, it is impossible, that all 
tliese cooperating beings could act under the direction of a blltid 
chance, I therefore draw the conclusion that noUiing does nor 
can happen by chance. 

That man in general may be at least in part master of his de- 
stiny and has for the most paK to ascribe his happiness or onhap- 
piness to himself, none of my readers wilt doubt, unless he is a fa- 
talist, but with these I do nut here contemhbut whether I have co- 
operated in my destiny, whether I have metliodically and cons- 
ciously contributed any tiling to tlie leadings of Providence, who 
brought me sted by step to the desired haven,isaquestion,on which 
every things depends ; for if I can prove, that this is not the 
cascyconsequcnces of the greatest importance will arise therefrom* 

There are men, who feel a natural impulse from their youth 
which remains with them until the day of their death, and they 
make use of all their rational powers, and labor diligently, to 
reach the goal to which that impulse points. For instance, one 
possesses si stnmg mechanical bias, he struggles, strives, 
Ittbora and invents* until he produces some work of art» 
which fills the mind of tlie beholder with astonishment. This 
is the case in every calling, in all arts and sciences you will 
ftnd such aspiring men; the world calls them great men, 
great .minds, geniusses &c. Many however do not succeed^ 
notwithstanding all their striving, and notwithstanding the 
strength and ardor ofthat impulse ; because their snccess suits 
not in the plan of the government of the world — again many snc- 
ceed, and among them some who do immense evil in the world, 
imd tliey are snccessful, because their activity with its conse- 
quences may be applied for salutary purposes. It is therefore 
certain, that sudi men, liavc formed and executed the plan of 
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tiirfr ttr« at la«it in agratt menMm 4beiiiMlves» Md tbe in* 
piimt vbioh tbey <eUy waa |iatut*«l to Ihenw The reader must 
«8Q<ill^t tiid lives of many great and celebrated meiif which will 
wwP^Mt Ibe truth of mj usaertions. 

Bat now the principal question is : Am I such a man ? 
da I belong to the class of remarliable men, who in a great 
measure bare formed their own destinies 7 

Lotus strictly and impartially examine and then answer this 
question. £very thing depends upon this, whether I had such 
a powerful impulse ? I answer^ yes^ I possessed it and do pos- 
sess ft stilL— It is no other than to be extensively engaged in thei 
sei^ice of JesusChrist for the pi*Qpagation of his religion and the 
extension tff his kingdom«**-But let the reader observOf that this 
was mt my natural disposition — for I ratlter possessed an un- 
common levity of mindy and an ardent desire after the most 
nalimited enjoyment of physical and intellectual pleasuresi 
and I beseech the i^ader^ not to lose sight of this my natural 
Aisposttion* The religious inclination entered my heart wholly 
fir#m external causes and in the following manner: 

The early death of my mother laid the foundation for itfWith 
it my heavenly guide commenced in the second year of my life ; 
if she had remained alive, my father would have attended to his 
farming business, I would have been under the necessity of la« 
boring in the field, would have learned to read and write, and no 
mot« ; my head and heart would have been filled with the every 
day concerns of life, and God only knows, what would have be« 
come of my moral character. But in consequence of my mother's 
death, ibe pious disposition of my father was sti'ongly excited^ 
and through his connection witli mystics he was induced to with- 
draw fhmi the world ; he therafore confined himself to thetailor*s 
tradei, and I received an educati(m, corresponding with my fa- 
ther's .principles; no other objects wei*e sufifered to enter my 
senses except such as were of a religious character; hegavo. 
me tb^ lives of men and women to read, who had distinguished 
themselves by their piety and activity in spreading the gospely 
in addition to this I repeatedly read tlie holy Scriptures; in 
Aert» I heard and leai*nt nothing in tl^e house of my father but 
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fifths reiigmn of Jesus and fyfmcn who had became pimm and ho« 
\y by meanB of itt wlio had lived and labored for the Lordairi. 
his kingdom, and some of whom had even sacrificed their lives 
for his sake; It is a well known fact^ that the first impressions 
Qpon the soul, especially if they are lasting and powerfiil, are 
indelible; and this was exactly my case ; the desire of being ctm** 
stantly engaged in tlie extension of the kingdom of Gk>d and tlie 
Spread of the religion of the Savior, was so deeply impressed on 
my mind, that the afflictions and trials of many years have ne* 
Ver been able to weaken it, on the contrary it has continually in- 
creased, and though at times saddening prospects removed this 
principle for a season it sucm returned with redoubled force* Let 
no one suppose that in my childhood 1 was determined on tliis 
course, or that I sought to prepare myself for the future execution 
of such a plan-— and it would be ridiculous to suppose, that my fa* 
ther had it in view— At« wishes extended no fariher,than to makA 
nie a good, picHis christian and an able schoolmaster, but as thin 
calling in my country does not maintain a family, he wanted 
me to learn his trade, that I might make an licmest living. His 
view in giving me these books to i-ead, was to procure entertain 
Aicnt for my mind and to induce me to become a pious christian* 
But that this kind of reading produced the effect already menr* 
fionod, was the intention of the great ruler of the world, who de* 
signed to employ me in his kingdom. 

From wliat has been said I consider it demonstrated, that 
fitKl implanted this ardent desire for his service in my mind 
without my having a natural predisposition for thiffservice^ but 
that it wiiK effected.by his wise direction and government. 

But the principle which was natuml to me, viz: an oncom* 
rhon levity of disposition, and a desire for the most unlimited 
enjoyment of physical and intellectual pleasures, was in direct op- 
position to that which he wi^licdto engraft in my hear^ my hea- 
venly guide hegan therefore early to contend with this dangeroiv 
ernemy; and the instrument he used for this purpose was again ray 
fhther, without his having the most dif^tant idea of it; he was wholly 
linaCnainted uith my natural dispo8ition,elsehe would surely have 
.cdideavored to avoid many clifl&and rocks in my educatioaon wbidi 
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I wnuMlAteaiifttredan ttii{ivoi(hibIe«bipwreck»if ibe patentalhand 
of €kid had ttot led me over them In safefy« Biit my Father suspect- 
ed notiiingofali Ihis. lie caused me almost daily to feel the roi^ 
according to his mystical principle, that it was necessary to cm** 
eify tiie fle^ ; and I know with certainty, that he sometimes 
chastised me for no other reason, but to deny and crucify his 
paternal love to me. Almost with every otiier child this kind 
of dtseipiine would have had most pernicious consequences, but 
with me — ^tbe reader may believe me 4ipon my wonl — it was an 
abeolittely necessary method of education ;. for my levity sa\A 
aonsiNilil^ urere unbounded ; no one, but God and myself, know, 
what abominable thoughts, wishes and desires arose in my soutf 
it seemed, as if a potent inimical power was exciting personsi 
who bad -no evil in view, to cast me into the most dreadful tempta^* 
tfaknsanddangers destructive (^ every moral principle,butallsnares 
were laid in vain— not my religious' principles — ^for a child has 
fio principles — but tbe severe discipline of my father and God's 
gracious dealings preaerve4 me from falling into the abyss of 
destruction. The same natural depravity which was always 
warring against my religious desii-es compelled my heavenly 
guide to exercise me for more than sixty years in the school of 
adversity, before he could make nise of me, and the attentive rea* 
der yrin find in the sequel,- that all my afflictions were intended 
to destroy and root out my levity and sensuality. 

Now we will examine, whetlwr I am a great man, have a 
great mind and am a genius 7 that is, whether I Irave obeyed the 
religious principle which God had planted in my soul by my 
own strength and my natural disposition ? My father 
wished to educate me for a good schoolmaster and tailor, and 
he attained his wishes in so far, tliat I became a schoolmast^ 
and tailor, but the pretlominant desire of my heart was, to be a 
minister of the gospel. My religious principle pi*oduced this ef* 
feet I wished to study Theology, and my father would have 
Hked it to, but as his whole property would not have been suf- 
ficient to maintain me two years at a university, I durst not think 
of the possibility ctf accomplishing my wishes* There was there- 
fore no choice^ I must remain a schoolmaster and tailor ; and my 
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Mtorftl iHiipofiitiMi g«T« me a tstfnng bias fcr raMHng and 
wmmrdk In M braaehea of kaawMj^a* Far as mjr aiiml 
Imd oaca arqafredl a taate far abstract ideas and seiencfs^ it cnii» 
tfaaed witiiout iateraiission in this ceurset and was alwaja eadiato 
coring to find opportunities for reading and researcli* I misbi 
INirhaps ascribe to diligence and activity what I gaiaed in kttow« 
ledge in the variaas branelies of sciences which I stadted, and 
'1 mtwt owat tliat the Lord nUtde use of ttiis progrsts in Isaming 
aa preparatory means: but it was unavailing ia rracbiiigthe goal 
which my spiritual principle bad in view. 

I was opposed to the tailor's trade and was alM^'liearlHjr 
lived of teaching a* b. c. spelling, reading and writtag to little 
bays and girisy and began gradaaily to consider the oecapirtinii 
af a tailor and schoolmaster as very disagnresMe$ and fraas 
tbis period my mental sufferings commenced, for I saw no pas* 
aiMlity of being any thing bat a schoolmaster and tailor* ^Tha 
aevere dtscipttne of my father in the mean time bad- not changed $ 
and though he no more^chastiseil me every <tey as formevly, yc^ 
I was never comfortable in ids presence; hie unbounding severity 
aKdlsd in me the desire of leaving his house as often as possibles 
hence I accepted every call with great joy, yet as I did not per^ 
form the work of instruction with pleasare, but as a task) and 
even frequcfitiy puraued my own favorite studies at the expense 
of my duty» I wa3 not a good teacher, neither could I bear during 
my leisure-hours to work at my tnHlcand trifled away my small 
earnings as schoolmaster, so that my father had to find me fa 
eloth^ and maintain me : he observed witli sorrow, that I would 
nearer be an acceptable teacher, ia consequence of which hie 
heart became more and more alienated from me, and after having 
married a woridly minded woman, who peremptorily demanded, 
Ibat her step-^son should perform the labors of the field, my trou- 
bles reached their acme, for I suffered exceedingly, as I had nev^ 
er been accustomed to such kind of work. My hatMis wero fUH 
of blisters from handling the rough tools, and I was so stiff from 
thrashing and mowing that 1 could move with difileulty. Days 
and weeks appeared to me an eternity ; my future pros|)ects 
Wfltus e^oamy M the present, I saw «o poasibiKty of e^trient* 
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img nqmirif fhniof niy pnMeiil sitmiAioiMwI nMrnrtd mnevri 
to fill tin aSce ef sciMmlmMler ; if L therefore wisbeil to 
my fitflier's hwim I was ounpeUed toaerk flmpbymcsit wM 
master-tailors in tiie country; but tben my earnings wimeem 
•maUitliat I wasainable to procure tluB iweesaary detbes to ^ipear 
«ri^ decency in public $ 1 was af oourse cemridered a yagabmid 
deserviai^ no confidence. My religious principle howef^erstttl 
presented to me the character of a Spener* a Franke and other 
fiioiis mtnisteraf as the ultimatuni of all my wishee, hut the 
reflection^ that it was impossible for me in my present 8ttaatio« 
«ver lo become a man similar to them, dmciatsunk me in despair. 

The views of Froviilencoy in bringing me ii^i this sad state 
fvene tWofidd : In the first place it was necessai^ to keep down 
MjTtcomipt nature) aadsecondly^ to. expel me from my native 
ce«i«try» because no opportaidly existed there ef executittg those 
fdaus which Providence had formed in my behalf; ttioiH;h I was 
in mne measure awareof the first mentioned view, y^.of the 
tatter I IhmI not the most remote idea» for I loved the envir<»na 
ef my native viUege so well that any tiling sliort of abselute no^ 
ceseity could not drive me from them; this nepessity: however 
did takeplace» and I left my country. 

Here I would beg the reader to observe» that this first step 
towaifd attaining tlie aim ef my reUgious princi|ile wae 
taken against my will and wishes: I was driven from my coui^ 
try by the power of Providence^ as the history of my life pli^inl|r 
ehows. 

My first intention was, to go to Holland, and look for em* 
yieyment with some merchant. Bat at Solingea<rSehauberg-in the 
dutohy of Bergtl was persuaded to desist from that plan, I stayedy 
mi wei4ed at my trade. This occupation I heartily disliked; £ar 
«iy corrupt nature always demand/ed amusing changes, my grea^ 
test pleasure consisted in reailiag novels and works of this de«> 
scriptiou; my imagination was always engaged in creating with 
incredible vivacity the most i*om«ntic pictures, and my levi- 
ty ceat off every serious impressicm. But eternal love took pity 
en me, and determuied me by a singnlar but powerful and eflka- 
cious call, to devote my whole future life to.the Lord; still my 
n^tiiral corruption was by no means rooted out, Jesus Christ my 
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fevlor Had to oonriMil and conquer this eril thro M gh Us^piri^ 
hf itteMs of long mni serero soflferings and trials^ tiiis great ob« 
jact is nut yal comple(ed» neitlMr will it bet tmtH my aoul ahall 
be deliYered froan ttiiA ixidy of sin and death. 

Notwithstaading that my mind had now taken its directimi 
leiwardfl the great goal of man^s destination,. I was stiil gnilty of 
mimerotts aberration^ and very soon after thepoworfal call at 
Sobanberg I went sadly astray; my disinclination to tiietai* 
loKs trade was tlie cause of aty readily accepting the oier of « 
place as private tutor in the family of a merchant; and. I wan too 
tiiooghtless to refied on the consequences. My misery became 
here unboandod* no one who Ims not himself experienced it, can 
iorm an idea of the state of torment ami depriratien of eFOrjr 
human enjoyment in which I there found myself, fleremycop- 
ropt dtspesition was attacked at the rery root» and at lengtii 
my wretchedness became so gt*Qat, that I ran away, waaderii^ 
about in the wilderness unlit I recollected myself and returned to 
Rade«vor-dem-WaIde ( Waldstailt) and John Jacob Becker (Mr. 
Isaac) received me kindly* gave me work and clothed mOi I was 
now completely cured of my former disgust to the* tailor's 
trade; so that afterwards Mr. Spanier and Mr. Becker could 
hardly persuade me to accept the situation as private tutor in 
the family of the former, and even now I am stofar from 4i»y 
antipatliy to this trade, that-«~were it necessary*-^! would elvBer* 
(ttUy lay hold again of the needle. 

During my abode with Mr. Spanier it seemed, as if Pi9Tid«> 
eneehad designed me for a merchant;! was dally employed in mer* 
cantile business,every thing I undertook appeared to succeed, and 
though I had no particular indination to become a met^chant^ I 
Mvertbelcss began to think, that it was Goil's will, which I ought 
to obey, especially as I was toki in confidence, that a rich^ band* 
some and pious daughter of a certain meit:hant was destkied fer 
me»that her father was willing to give lier to me,and then to enter 
into partnership with n^. WhW^ my mind was filled with these 
ideas and expectations, I received a strong impressiiAi, tlnst I 
ought to stody medicine, a circumstence, which I have^ iioticed 
in the history of my life. 1 was pleased with tlie idea» neither 
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wete thbae perooMi, ^ho wkhed !»• get tin ftfyw €t my destiiiy {n 
their hairis averse to thin phm. For it was sifigalar»tliey observed 
— tbata wealthy family sliouM give tiidr daughter In marriage to 
-B, fellowywho till lately liad been nothing butajom-neyman^aiknt 
bat after I sboidd have been at the aniversity, and received my 
Diploma as Doctor of Medicine, the case would be diffisrent* 
Such ivas the plan of man, and also that of my heavenly guides 
For soon after I had formed the resolution of studying medicine^ 
pastor Molitor at Attendom communicated to me his arcana 
concerning the cure of diseases of the eye, and immediately af« 
towards beoune sick and died. Grod knows, that I never in 
my whtde life thought of becoming an oculist, and that neitl^r 
I9 nor any of my relatives laid a plan for obtaining these recipes 
-*and now I beg the reader to consider what a powerful effect 
these cures ofitheeye have exercised upon the development of 
my fini^l destiny.-^ Whoever doth not recognize in th^e thiiigii 
the alUgoveming hand of an omniscient almi^ty Deity, ban 
no eyes to see, nor ears to hear. 

I commenced practice as an oculist, and by this means be* 
came acquainted with the worthy family of my departed fjather* 
in4aw Peter Heyders of Ronsdorf in the Dutchy of Berg (Mr. 
Friedeidierg of Rasenliime) and against all my expectetions and 
j^n engaged myself there to a weakly person, while sick- 
ness confined her to her bed. I thought I roust 6bey Gkid, for 
I believed it was hts will. I bethrothed myself to Christina^ 
thot^ I knew, her father was not able to assist me in my stu* 
dies, and that I coukl then no longer count open any support 
from Mr. Spanier. With forty rix*dollars I had left Rasen- 
bime and with half a french-crown I arrived at Strasburg; but 
it is known from the history of my life, how gloriously the Lord 
has been my support. And now I ask again: was it my plan to 
marry ChrisUna or to stu dy medicine at Strasburg? 

On my return I settled as physician and oculist at Elber- 
fold; (Shonenthal) I expected to have uncommon success in my 
practiee, for I looked upon myself as peculiarly prepared by the 
liord for this profession^ I also hoped to have opportunities of 
being -active for the Lord in connection with my calling; I be- 
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tteml« tiiM I WeaU be a, terjustoful ifwframmrttiiiiiA hniri of 
G«d in the sick dhamlwr | that I would be mrwio&MB to «iy |i*^ 
tiento in regnrd to their HOiilii as well as .bodies: I fidsfi intended to 
write rriifiens worlis ; bot none of these expect^ions were real# 
icedf mj pra(?tioe was not only circumscribed but wasiainfiacd 
chiefly to the lower classes ; only as oculist* I was eniinendy' 
•uccessfal ; bot eren this success I owed not to any skiil 
of mine: I had indeed learned the art at Stmsbm^ mete^ 
because it was a branch of sor^ry* but I had ench a horror of 
the prariice, that I never shall fopj^ my fedingH« When tiie poor 
woman at 'WichUnif^hoosenf pastor Muller, Doctor Dinlcler at 
Biberfeld and friend Troost compelled nie to ventinre on an op* 
eratiom with a trembling hand I performed it and most nuseeab* 
ly<-«but flie woman was perfectly restored to her stght^^tbie 
gave me more courage; but even now* after I have perfoPBMd 
op«-ations on above fifteen hundred patients, I feel my heati 
palpitating when I am about to perform one* 

It is therefore apparent, that I have cohtribuled netiiing 
towards becoming an f>culi8t. and particulariyt to ray uncom- 
mon stt ccess. The Lord has done this. 

It would be impossible for me to aMempt a description ot that 
deep melancholy, which seized upon me, when I plainly saw» 
that the profession of medicine did not suit me^ that the hea- 
vy load of my debts was yearly increasing and I not able ia 
any wise to prevent it This was an efficacious antidote to my 
natural corruption — and &id' be praised— *it was c<Hn|rietely 
rooted out— I saw no way of escape, I bad a wife and children to 
maintain, my debte were continually increasing, while the pro«> 
oeeds of my profession were daily deci*easing — I was not want* 
Ing tn knowledge and learning, I diligently searched every cor- 
ner of medical literature, but I found in this flnctnatiAg scieivse 
nothing but want of science, all was mere probability and con* 
jecture ; I was heartily tired of the profession, but how was I 
to maintain myself and-— *— wherewith was I to pay my dd|ts ?«-«- 
All I could doy was to surrender myself at discnetion into the 
bands of Providence; this I did with all my heart and forever; 
this covenant has not been broken, but it became continually 
stronger, more unlimited and unconditional on every occasion. 

Digitized by V^OO^ iC 



fMt^jdAetkitfkerMmy;^ '<«The greftt i'anaeefi in donMs of ro- 
ligHMi^*' ami <«ThfilHN»Klicy iif tkedhnpherriVboy'* inetuHth an 
indiirereiil iweptloii fipiNii4«ie piiiitir^ but **9Ming as a cMId,^ an 
eamyf whieh I hail notintomled f(or paUieatlcHi, tmt had written 
laeFciy to rtad- before a iHidety ofyoiin^ men, and whteh Go&tlie 
imbMiilifd MrlMiout my knuwiedge e^rited an tineicpected and in- 
f^ieriiliie ffiniRaii«n» I waflr utrnngiy urged to jiublisb tlie continua- 
tion of my life,and wrute wliileyetat Etburfeld «BtillhigaiiaTf>utti^* 
anil hia ^^Perej^rinaitiDns/' I can wHIiotit liesitatton declare, 
Ihat few books have pmrured for their anthors an equal share of 
coMirityf and ev«n now^ filter twenty-eiglit years hare clasped, 
after m nmny changes In taste and literature, StiRtng re- 
HNiins a {mpolar book $ it is read with the same avidity as at tlie 
tliN»iifits first publication ; the Qmniseient God kno^ and in 
jmrt I sdso, k<»w blessed its eflfbcts in i*egard to religion have' 
been ; for I can produce a muttiflude of testimonials in eonflrma- 
tjon of this tmtli. Tlie puldication of the life of Stilling there- 
fbre shewed me for the first time dearly the path my heavenljr 
Father wiihed me to take. 

I now entreat Hie reader again carefully to observe, tliat I 
lifive formefl noplan for that important period of my filb which 
led me towards my final destination,which was: to follow the die- 
titles of my raligtous diposition, but that the whole was the plan 
of Providence. 

I>oes any one ask why my heavenly guide did not at that 
time place me in the situation he intended I should till, I an- 
swer : There were still many things to file and polish away, 
nrither weremy principles firmly enougli established, I was still in 
cfinftict with fatalism, nor had the period of my religious activi- 
ty yet arrived. — When my troubles had reached their full mea- 
swie, and tliere was none on earth to help, f received deliver- 
flfice in a manner which I could not anticipate. In consequence of 
atreirtise entitled Hhe most beneficial improvement oftlie forests 
in the principality of Nassau Siegen,** — my own native country 
— -whicli 1 had written as I thought, merely to gratify a friend, 
I received a call to the newly established CamcralUlic Academy 
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at Kii]r8erdaiiteni~Rttter»biiiv«^iu tliaPabiiMte»aii Profemor 
of Agriculture, Tcchnfrfugy* Coaimcrco and tbe Veteriiiary Ai*l 
with a fuUarjr of six hundred guilders, and at my departure from 
Eiberfeld my most urgent ilebts, amounting to eight bnndreJ 
guilders, were paid in as unexpected a manner as all my debts 
were discharged several years afterwards in Switzerland. 

Every candid reader will acknowledge that neitlierliere had 
I any premeditated plan, but it was altogether tlie work of my 
heavenly guide and director. 

It was my belief at that tim^, that tlie study of political econ* 
omy was the calling, for which Providence had designed and 
prepared me from my youth ; for 1 had enjoyeil every opportu- 
nity of becoming practically acquainted with it in all its bran« 
dies; I had studied medicine, because its auxiliaries were itidis* 
pcnsably necessary to my pi*esent calling. By this view «»C 
tilings my desire of becoming a religious instructor was by no 
means extinguished, but 1 h(»{»ed to combine it with my vocation* 
in this c<mviction I continued for twenty-five years, and faithful** 
ly labored to do justice to my profession ; of which I can adduce 
as prcKifs the number of compends and treatises wtiich 1 have 
written on the subjects ccmnected with the sciences I was teach* 
tng, and even after I had attained the fiftieth year of my life I 
thought of no rliange, until the work entitled *4jonging for Hea* 
ven'' became the means in tlio hands of Providence of placing 
me in my proper station. 

• The reader has learned from the fifth book of the history of 
my life, that I did not write it with the view of executing any 
plan ofruy own, bfit that 1 formed fUc resoUiticm in consequence 
of the urgent soliritations of the boc»kscller to publish some work 
of t^aste, and when I romnienced« 1 had no idea of composing such 
a work as it became under my hands, and as it provetl itself 
afterwards in its effects; — these were wonderfuU it ofierated 
like electricity in every part of the world-^a circumstance 
which 1 can prove. — From that time I wiis called upon from eve- 
ry quarter^ to devote my time wholly to the writing of religi- 
gious works; — **TheGrey Man:'' "The Scenes from the s|>iritual 
worlds'' and «<tl4e Bistory af the ti'tumph of the christian ChurcV^ 
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increased thcHc cdls from the generous and christian community 
Vfhlch had found edification in tlieso worlds ; — but liow could I 
attend to this unanimous cafi ? — a multitude of domestic difficul- 
ties prevented me, — my debts were not yet paid— and vilierc 
could I find the pei*son» who woiild pay me a salary expressly 
for this purpose ? — ^The Lord however removed every difficulty 
out of my way— he paid my debts most gloHcuisly ; and my i-e- 
ligloitB wtitings, especitlly •*Longin^5 for Heaven" had brought 
the good and pious Elector of Baden to the determination of 
placing mo in the station for which the Lord had designed me. 

Behold ! my dear Reader^ in how wonderful a manner the 
Lord has at length brought me to the goal of my wishes, the de« 
sire of which he had engrafted in me from the first years of my 
childhood. My present occupation is therefore ; Fii*st : a con* 
tinuation of my profession as an oculist : for this calling has 
been assigned me and has been confirmed by the Providence of 
the Lord. Secondly: a continuation of writing religious 
works ; and Thirdly : the publication and gratuitous distribu-^ 
tion of small religious tracts, through the liberality of pious,chris* 
tiati friends. Whether the Lord has something yet in view 
with me I know not; I am his servant, may he employ me, fts 
seemcth good in his sight — but without knowing his will I shall 
not take a step. 

All my readers will now be convinced, that I am no great 
man, have no great mind, or genius — for I have C(»ntributed noth- 
ing systematically towards the attainment of that situation in 
which I am now placed, even my natural disposition and charac* 
ter were to be subdued by means of long protracted trials and suf- 
ferings, 1 was passive as the clay in the hands of the potter. 
Whoever therefore looks upon me as a man possessing great ta- 
lents and virtues, or who judges mc to be a great saint, de- 
eeives himself; he might just as well praise a rough old box as 
a master-piece of workmanship, in which a rich man pre* 
serves precious treasures for his use and convenience. Who- 
ever will wonder and rejoice over me, let him wonder how Pro- 
vidence has led me throngii the difficulties of life, let hhn wor- 
^ip tiie Father of men and thank him, that he still prepares 
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bii witaoflseH, and iieiMk hb Idboreii} tnto the Yineyftrd at tlie 
eiev#n4h hour* 

I iHiw entreat tlie reader careftilij to t^xaminelbofiilltiw* 
ing pn»position : 

Firat: Does not tbe htotory of my life irrev<icacably prove» 
that I was not educated and directed by buinan wimlomand reattNi 
but by hinif whfi knows bow to dii*ect tlie bearU the actions and 
destinies of man, without doing videnceto their fi<ee will, has be 
not done all this after a plan, which is visible in my life fn>m the 
beginning to the end ? ^ 

Seeondly : Does not the same liistory of my life evifkntly 
sbowy tliat on my pai't nothing lias btHsn coiitribntod etiher t«> the 
sciieme or its execntion ? that neither fermticisffi nor error iiad 
any share in it ? for in whatever point I have been eitlier vision>* 
ary or in an ernH-» time and ciixumstaiices Imve improved my 
knowledge* 

Thirdly ; If then the all-wise, alNmerciful and omnipoteni 
tiller of the world has prepared and directed rac, without either 
myself or any other human being having any parl«ripa(tifin 
in his plan, is it possible that his work should mis-carry ? 
w'ould he guide and direct an errorist or a fanatic, as ho has. guid- 
ed me, in order to det:eive men i He may peHiaps permit a fftna« 
tic or an impostor to struggle through dtfticulties by the powers 
of bis own mind atnl impose upon the public ; for he suffers freo 
agents to act free as hiiig as it is consistent with his divine coun- 
sel, but can any one show me in the history of my life that in any 
one part of it 1 have by my own exertions overcome dtfliculties of 
tills kind, or have endeavored to impose u|m>ii tlie public ? 

Fourtlily : Does it not follow from all this, that the system 
of religion, which I teach and which is no other, than that which 
Christ and his Apostles, and afterwanis all orthodox fatliers of 
the church have taught, is correct and has again been confirmed 
by Grod's dealings with me ? — ^It is possible, that I may enter** 
tain some private opinions in non-essentials which are still erm«> 
iieous, but in the essential parts of our religion, I am as certain 
I am not In an error, as I am sure^ that Grod has con* 
ffaicted me througtimy \^ hole lile^ and -has prepared me to be* 
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e4>m« a^tneis of the tmth. In th^ mean time I am ronfirhas be- 
ffii*e G<Mly that none of my i-eligious iileas have arifsen from labo- 
1*10118 research or are the resuU of a deduction drawn from pre^ 
ihiseH — the dictates of my reasoninsj powei's — but all are the re.vttlt- 
of dim'overies of my own mind, which have occurred to me during 
tlic reading of difficult pas^rages of the scriptures. And according' 
to my conviction the essential pai-ts of the christian religion de- 
pend on the following principles : 

First : The sacred ^Titings, as we now possess them* con- 
tain from the iii'st chapter of Genesis to the last of Maleachi, 
and from th^ first chapter of the gospel of St. Matthew to the 
Imit chapter f»f the Apocalypse the liisti>ry <if the i*evelations of 
GkMl toman; and are therefore the only authentic source of all 
JNiiieriiiitural truths, which are neseasary for man to know. 

Secondly t Tlie first human beings were created by Grod 
in a perfect state but they sinned by disobedience to God« in con* 
nequence of which they lost that perfection with which the Creator 
had endowed tliem* the sensual appetites became more and more 
preponderating and hence every imagination of the thought of 
tlie human heart w*as only evil continually among their posterity* 

Thirdly: Previous to this however, a class of higher spir- 
itual beings had revolted from God, and had become wicked ;' 
the prince of these beings tempted our pmgenitors to disobe- 
dience and rebellion against God ; and these evil spirits may 
exercise an influence upon the spiritual part of man, when the 
latter gives them an oppoi*tunity for it ; but there are likewise 
i^ood spirits attending man, and exercising an influence upon him,< 
whenever circumstances require it. The we evil spirits with 
ttiefr prince Satan and all wicked men, I call the kingdom of 
darkness. 

Fourthly : God has from eternity begotten a Being, equal 
in nature with himself, which stands in regard to him in the 
name relation in which a son stands towarils his father, hento 
the Bible calls him the Sim of God, the Logos, the Wni*d of God : 
tbtd Son of God took upon himself the govemmeiitand irdemp- 
tinn of tbo fallen human race ; in the days of the Old Testament 
he revealed kimfldf under the name of Jefcovah; in the XeWf m 
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Itm mail in Jwin Cbirist He jb Ontd and man in one pernon. 
Fifthly : This Gocl-man Clmnt Je8U8 redeemed tlie fallen 
race of Adam by hia vicarious atiiiiemeiit«rrom aln» death aad tlie 
punishment of sin* This vicarious aUtiemeiit forms the baai^ 
of reconciliation with Godf for the forgiveness of sins^ and of 
course for eternal happiness. The moral doctrines of Christ 
(christian ethics) which ai'e also contained in all their parts 
in the Old Tcstamerity and have been taught even by jiagans ai-e 
only a criterion by which we may knoWy whether and how 
far the vicarious atonement ef Christ has been effectual in its. 
This chri»itian morality is a natural consequence of the work 
<if i-edemptioiif without which it is as impossihle* that it could 
be iierfonned In a manner (deasing to God, as it is for a sick 
man to perform the duties of a man in health* 

Sixthly : Jesus Christ arose from the dead, and beranie 
thereby the furulainental cause of the resurrection of man, he 
ascended into lieaven, and tnok upon hin^sclf the government uf 
the world. He therefore governs all things* dii*ects ail the dcsti^ 
iliesof men, conducts and finally executes all things which pertain 
tf> their salvation* For this pur|)ose he together with all h is 
true woi'sl|ip|)ers and the holy angels stands as the kingdom of 
light in o|\po8itiun to the kingdom of darkncas and these wage 
a continued and an uninterrupted war, until the latter shall be 
Anally subdued, and thus the work of redemption will be finish- 
ed; then the Son will again deliver the kingdom to the Fatliert 
tliat he may be all in all. 

Seventhly : God will and must be worshippiMl in the name 
(bat is« in the ixM'son of JesuH Christ. God out of Christ is a 
niftaphysical iion*entity, which daring reason has abstracted from 
tlie idea of a perfect man ; and to worship this non-entity which 
exists merely in the heads of philosophei*s« is idolatry. Tlir(»ugh 
Christ alone we liod the Father of men, in him alone he will and 
can be worshippt^d. 

Eighthly : The Holy Spirit, tlie Sinrit of the Father and of 
tlie &ni, is truly one Being with the Father and the Son 
and of the same divine nature. He procce^ls from both as 
light and wai-intli pniceed from the sun ; hli influence lias 
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bo€n rontitiiiaUy exerted shce the grcatdajof PentecoRt ; ctery 
one who truly bdieves in Clirmt, accepts his doctrine of Balva- 
tion» repen1» sincerely of his sins, and desires earnestly to be lib- 
erated from sin^ and to become a true child of God, receives tlVii 
'gift of the h(»ly Ghnst in proportion to his faith and the sincerity 
and ardor of his desire after this gift, whereby his moral abilities 
are gradnally strengthened, and his worhlly and corrupt de« 
sires are in the same proportion subdued, 

TIris is my system of faith, confirmed to me as true by many 
trials and much experience. It contain^ in my view the pure* 
unsophisticated Dogmas of Holy Wnt,upon the certainty and truth 
of which I will live and die. 

The new system of enlightened Theology stands in direct 
opposition to this ancient christian Doctrine of faith and prac* 
tke. Many ingenuous, candid and tnith-loving men, give pre- 
ference to the enlightened system as it is called, because they* 
aye convinced, that this modern system of Theology is more in 
accordance with human reason, than the old christian system ; 
4liey have therefore invented a new Exegesis, a mode of explain* 
tng tlie Bible, which suits tlieir pliilosophy : however these men 
either perceive, or do not perceive that the tendency of the new 
Theology is toward natural religion alone,wliose dogmas consist in 
moi^l theses anddoctrines,whirh represent the mission of Christ as 
needlefts,and the Bible as a useless book. But as neither these sense 
of right an<l wrong^nor the beauty of virtue can restore those moral 
abilities to man, which have been lost by the fall of Adam, immor- 
ality continually increases with the mgn of this enlightened The- 
ology, depravity grows in arrclerated proportion, humanity sinks 
again into the darkest barbarism, and <Hvinc judgments exercise 
a sefvere but just vengeance over a people, which despises all 
the means of its moral improvement. 

On the other hand the experience of every century proves 
in the example of millitins of human beings, that the old christian 
doctrine of faith has formed its votaries into good and holy ci- 
tizens, husbands, wives, friends and children; the modern sys- 
tem of enlightenefl Theology may liei-o and there fiirm an honor- 
able man, and proflucc civic virtues, and such a man may at times 
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perform splomlid actions, but to be bencrolent in secret at the 
expense of soIMutci^est and from love to God and man, even to- 
wards cneNiics, is only possible where tlie Spririt of Jc^us 
Christ rcigneth. 

Now arises the very important question, whence it ha^iens^ 
that such ingemioust candid and truth-loving men* notwitlistand' 
ing all this incontrovertible experience pcrsevei'e in their sys' 
tern of enlightened Theohigy as it is called? My answer is, there 
are two principles or foundations fmni which every religious 
proof must necessarily proceed, if tliese premises are false, 
every demonstration founded upon them, if otherwise mathemat- 
ically and logically correct, must be false and incorrect, and this 
is here exactly the case. 

The rliristian doctrine of faith is founded upon the following 
principle: God created the progenitorsof the human family as fi*ee 
agents with a tendency to a progressive moral improvement ; 
and with it, to a pro|K)rti()nate enjoyment of moral happiness: but 
they suffered themselves to be tempted by an unknown evil be- 
ing, whereby they were induced to direct their tendency to a 
progi*c\ssive sensual improvement, if I may be permitted the ex- 
pression, and with it to a proportionate enjoyment of temporal 
happiness. Sacred writ teaches us this principle, and the ex|)e- 
rience of six thousand years proves that it is incontrovertibly 
time. Hence it follows: If man had continued in his original 
state, obedience to the moral law would have been natural to him; 
his reason would have instructed him, and his heart would have 
obeyed this instruction, and natural religion would then have 
been the only true religion. But in man's present fallen state, in 
which corruption reigns triumphant and his moral powers are in 
subjection to the former, it is iin|)osHible that the latter should 
rise superior, of course there is no way of redemption in nature* 
but the Creator must interfere, if mankind shall be saved* 

Whoever builds upon these premises a correct logical sys- 
tem, will find the christian doctrine of salvation very reason- 
able, and the modern system of enlightened philosophy very un- 
reasonable. The principle of the latter is as follows : All cre- 
ation is one connected whole, which the Creator has endowed 
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with mcntiU as well as pliy^firal powei-s, anil lian give it it f tei*na| 
ami inimutabie law<4, so that no ilivine intt^rferenre is any li>ii- 
gev necessary, of course all things proce'.^d in creation after cer- 
tain unchangeable and fixed taws, the aim of which is the gene- 
ral utility of all beings. The human race is a part of the whole, 
and the eternal laws of nature act in such a manner uimn the 
free will of all human beings, that every action receives such a 
direction, that he does what these laws require. The science of 
moral philosophy teaches these laws according to which the 
free will of man is necessarily dii-ected. This is the principle 
of Determinism or Fatalism, and you may guard your expres- 
sions in what way you choose, it is either o|)en ov concealed at 
the bottom, and as it wei*e the foundation of all ratiocinations of 
neologists. 

If we inquire, fnnn what source reascm has drawn this system, 
we will iind that it happened very naturally. Reason endeavors 
to convince itself of the existence of a Supreme Being, and also 
to investigate his nature and properties : but not being acquaint- 
ed in the whole visible creation with any other rational being be- 
side itself, it separates all bounds, limits, imperfections and in- 
firmities from the human soul, it creates an infinitely rational, 
omnipotent, omniscient, alUgood and omnipresent human soui« 
which it calls God; and as the work of a human artificer would 
be considered imperfect, if he were necessitated to turn 
fiometimef) a little wheel here, and another one thei*e, in short, to 
lend a helping hand from time to time to kee|) the machine in mo- 
tion, so likewise has the groat artilicer of the universe formed 
a machine, which coining from tke hand of a perfect master, must 
^necessarily be perfect in itself, and therefore needs n<»t the inter* 
feringor helping hand of the master. 

But is this dreadful principle true ? ^No — Our own sensa- 
tion of tire fi-eedom of our will, and our reason' itself must 
convince us that it is incorrect. For if it were c>orrect,it 
would logically follow, that every human action is the result 
of the determination of the Creator. Agreeably to this horrid 
principle the God of the new Theology has willed and docs will 
the most abominable deeds, which men are able to conimit, and 
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tk» moAt dreadful fltiflVrin|^« with which men afflict meriy all tl^ 
oppit^iwionH of widowg and orphanK, all the abotninatiQns of war 
and tyranny ; for he lian formed the machine of nature* so that 
all these thin]^ are the result of necessary consequences. 

No one will deny» that reason* when it follows up the resiiUs 
of its own system must recoil at the consequences, which present 
tliem^lves to view ; of course i*eason is in contradiction with U- 
Hfltf and wherever this is the case, the empire of reason ceai^en, 
it has come to those limits, which it durst not overatep. A nloro 
aiarming idea cannot occur to the mind than this, that human 
reason is directed and guided into that channel, especially in 
o|ir ^aySf in which the most unbounded luxury vies with the most 
abaiidoned immorality — and particularly, when this system re- 
ceives the name of the christian religion — O horrible blasphemy! 
My dear frinds ! cither be christians in the full sensQ of the 
Wor^t and agreeably to the true old evangelical system, or be 
vtfholly naturalists; mankind will then know, to what class you 
helong. Think of Laodicea! That course is a trap, which Sa* 
tan has laid for men. 

Dear christian Brethren and Sistei*s ! we will remain faith- 
ful to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to our blessed Sa- 
vior and to his holy Spirit, we will continue to receive the holy 
scriptures of the Old and New Testament, as the common sense 
i}( man ifiterprets and underatands them, as the only fountain at 
faith and spiritual knowledge : that when he comes — and be 
will come soon, — he may look with favor u|Mm our faithfulne-^a ! 
Aineo. 
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CHAPTER L 

I shall Aoon arrive at the goal oF my pilgrimagCt b^ing in the 
commencement of the seventy-seventh year of my life, after m 
long season of corporeal sufferings from spasmodic affections in 
the stomach and general debility. I am filled with reverential 
awe when I review this long scries of years, which have passed 
away like images refiecled on the wall from a magic lantern* 
The present moment of my life appeai*s to my mind like a large 
but Ract*ed picture, part of which is still covered by a veil, which 
I shall not lift until my tenement of clay shall rest in the silent 
grave, and shall thei*e ripen a seed sown forjthe day of resurrec- 
tion. Grace, mercy and happiness through the atoning blood 
of my heavenly guide will then radiate from this picture upon 
my whole being — Hallelujah ! 

How diSbrent is the scene around me from that which I 
have described in Henry Stilling's youth. No longer do I sit at 
the oaken folding table between sun-dials in the small and dark 
room engaged in making a stomacher for neighbor Jacob's wifCf 
or buttons for the Sunday coat of Shoemaker'sPeter. No longw do I 
see the stately form of Eberhai*d Stilling moving about dressed in 
his clean linnen-frock; nor Margaret entering the room in bussy 
hante, to fetch salt for the soup fi*om the flowered box behind tho 
stove* No longer is heard the hum of the spinning wheel of mj 
full and red checked aunt, and the voice of her song is long since 
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Iiiwlied iu^he Mihtut grave. Uncle Ji»kii no mnre comefi^ ta com- 
munirate to uHf liU a»tniiished kearers, Im dtHnivenes in Ek'Cti'i- 
city, Meckantcft, Optics and Matkematics, Wkii^k ke kas made. 
No! tke scene wkick now surrounds me isdi(feivnt indeeil. 

Uere I sit in a convenient armchair before my well used 
dcskf on tlie walls of my n>om ai-e fixed the pledges of renunn* 
brance fi^om my near and distant friends. My Eliza trieil by 
many severe afflictions and siifTerings walks tlimugh the house 
witk feeble steps, engaged tn her dotnrstic avoraticms, my youn* 
gest daughter Christine thn only one of my childrent who still re^ 
sides in tke patei*nal mansion assists her mother and fi'equently 
Muses me fi*om mdancholy by h«?r pk\y und fumg. 

My daiightf^r Hannah lives with her husband Schwartz and 
ten children at Hidlebergf their oldest daughter is married to 
Professor Voemel in Slanen^ and has pi^sented me with a great 
grand-son, whose god*father I am ; his eldest son William was 
Rector at Winehime, and is now the instructor of the only son at 
onr minister of State de Berkhime. The university of Hidle- 
berg has given him the Diploma as Doctor of Pliihisophy, in 
consequence of his persevering diligence, liis knowledge and his 
good moral conduct ; he visits nie almost daily. 

My dear Jacob lives at Rastadt with his wife and six chil- 
dren blessed of the Lord ; who leads him through many difficult 
paths, but he treads them as becometh the christian, His elde^st 
daughter Augusta lives witk me, and attends the Grauenberg in- 
stitution for the educatiim of young Ladies ; she too assists in 
cheering my keart in the gloomy days of old age and infirmity. 
As the worthy foundress of this institution has taken upon her- 
self tke education of the tw(» daughters of the Grand Duke and 
has invited my thii*d daughter Amalia to shai*e in that labor, 
Caroline has taken upon herself the superintendence of the in- 
stitution, and both daily visit their parents. My second son Fre- 
derick has spent the last six months in my house previous 
to his entering on tlie duties of financier and economist in Russia, 
and during tkis time lias enlivened many a melancholy kour 
by kis guitar and kis melodious voice and song. But 1 must not 
forget tkat grand-fatkers and grand-mothers generally become 
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talliatife wlien tbeir cliikli-cn atul ramilieH. are the siibject|<# 
Avoid this comiBon ei*i'i»r« I will bt'cak iiflratid resume tli« thr<rad 
ui* my history from the cUmt* ot* Stilling^s a|)piYnticf^ years. 

On my arrival at Hidleber/^ in Sopteinher 180.1 1 learnt* that 
the Elector was at Maiihiiiie, I thei-etViiv. \sent thither tlie next 
day* to announce my arrival and to iTX!ominend myself U> his 
pi*otectifm« He I'cceived me most graciously and observed : ♦*! 
am glad to lcarn« that yon have arrived in the States of Btt(1i^n« 
it has been my simcrc desire from my youth to devote all the |h>w. 
era of my mind and body to the servire of the religion of Jestig. 
Christy but GihI has called me to the thnme, and 1 must turn my 
attention to the duties of that oftire : you are the man, whom 
G(mI has prepared for usefulness in his kingdom^ i thetTfore ab- 
acdve you from all other obligati<ms, and desire you in my place 
to promote the cause of religion by your correspondence and the 
publication of religious works; for this purpose I place you in this 
situation and give you the salary ccmnected with it. 

This declaration of the Elector gave me a legal right to my 
present vocation* a written inKt^ument alone was wanting* which 
however I considered in my case superfluous* as no one had a 
right to interfere in my calling. Periectiy satisfied 1 returned 
to Hidieberg; for the ardent desire, which 1 had felt frmn my 
infancy* was now fully realized. One circumstance still dis- 
turbed my peace of mind* though 1 had the most unshaken 
-v confidence in my heavenly guide. On my return to Hidieberg 
1 found every thing far different from what it had lieen ten or 
eleven yeai's befoi-e; every article 1 wanted in the family 
was as deai'f as 1 had found it at Marburg, Oih* friendsjiad 
advised us to sell our furniture* because we would be able to 
purchase it as cheap and of better quality at Hidieberg; but we 
found* it was quite different. Our handsome furniture at Mar- 
bui^ was sold for a trifle* and wc were obliged to purchase at 
Hidieberg an inferior kind at a higher price* in shoi*t* our moving 
and settlement cost us near one thousand guilders, which con- 
sumed all our savings from the diflferent journeys we had made« 
At Marbtti'g my income had amounted t<i two thousand live hun-* 
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«h*#d gaiMenr, thin mim hnd barely sufficed to Rttpport im, m ithout 
enabling me to miike any provision foi* my family j riiriimistanref), 
which I ran neither explain nor mention to the public, f^eatty 
iiicreaaed my expenses. At Hidleberi^ I was nearly in the same 
•rircunwtanrest and my present salary amounted to hardly half of 
my fV>rmer. When I and ICIiza made these discoveries towards the 
eild Af 1803, dark melancholy seized upcm my soul, and I rea- 
soned in the Ttdlowing manner: You ha\ e heiTtofore taken no 
step of y«:uv own accord, to extricate you from a situation, in 
which Pnividence had placed you, and thus you always ex- 
pnieitcrd the powerful aid of your heavenly guide. But is this 
the rafie now?'' Have you contributed nothing to the call, 
WrJiidi the Elector has given you ? AVas your desire to labor 
und to be active in the cause of theLord five from impure mo- 
tives ? In the deplh of your soul was there not some vanity 
lurking? Did you not liope, to shine as a great light in tha 
chuwrh of God, and to become celebrated in the world by means 
t{ your religious publications ? And finally, are there any 
higher duties to be fulfilled tharf to provide for our families, so 
that they do not come to want atid poverty ? How will you be 
«ble to answer for rejecting the mcan^ which Providence had 
pi<f»Vlded, and throwing yourself into a situation, in which, 
notwithstanding the best intentions, many things are pi*e<:arious? 
•^All these questions ah>sclikc se%'rre accusers to my soul, and 
I could not produce one word in my own defence. — I saw no 
other way, but to undertake an accurate and impartial self-ex- 
aminution that 1 might learn the real state of both. During thi^ 
examination I found, as all the children of Adam will find in 
tthntlar cases, that every thing they undertake, and in whatso- 
everthey co^oporate is all contamtnated by sin; though in the 
wain points which determined my ivmovaU I was free fi-om re- 
proaches,* fiir reflecting cm all the circumstahces connected with 
my situation at Marburg 1 was led to thie> conclusion, that my 
?ftay in the latter place ought not to hsive been prohinged, whea 
a prince was willing to engage me, who was desirous of laborv 
ing for the Lord and his kitigdom, a prince too that knew and 
loved me, cii-cumslauces, which impressed the seal of a di\ine 
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cfiU to the dictfttes of reasiAti. As earl; w tlie lant niimitifrr 
when the Electxir iiifuiineil me, that he was now enabled ti) (K^ve, 
ine a .salary of twelve huiuli-ed ^alhlei'H, a»i<l that he would en<» 
de^vor ^i*adually to irnprove my Hitqatiiin, I fi-ankly told him* 
that my family could not stibsiRt on so small a saliu'y ; but 1*0- 
ceiving no reply to this my representation, 1 once more consid- 
ered every circumstance* and sincerely believed that it was niy 
dtfty to accept the call, it beiu/^ in all pi*obability the only (uie* 
nvhich I could ex|>ect. On examination ofthe question, wbetlter my 
desit*e to be active in the cause of the Lord was free ft*om impuri« 
ty,or whether the vaiii thou|!:ht of becoming a cielcbrated man was 
not in a measure stirring up this desii-e, I found* that our best 
works will not bear a strict scrutiny when considered in the light 
of God's word, but I also found, that if vanity should have occa* 
sioned this strcmg bias, I would surely not have selected a 
calling, which is most exposed to the contempt and contradiction 
of the great men of our times. Having taken this view of the 
subject, the question could no longer be, how to make provision 
for ray family, for 1 was convinced, that I had obeyed the will 
of my heavenly guide, and therefore was unconcerned in thisre- 
spect. The sequel of the liistftry of my life will show, how 
fully the Lord confirmed my confidence. 

During the latter part of 1803 1 was engaged with the ar- 
AJigementof my library, though frequently interrupted by the 
necessity of answering Icttei-s and attending to a multitude of 
patients, who raitie to consult nie. The year 1604 I rommeaced 
with writing Flenry Stilling's apprentice years, the publication 
of the fifteenth number of the Grey Man, and sevi^ral narratives 
fur Ashenberg*s pocket-book, it was a season of many trials 
and suflTerings for myself and family ; Caroline became danger- 
ously ill and our youngest daughter Christine was afflicted by 
an ulcer on her left arm, which threatened to aftect the bone, 
and even lier life. However Candine recovered, but Christine, 
then in her fifth year, showed symptcmis of consumption; my 
aiock of money too was nearly exhausted, it was therefora 
necessary, that assistance should come soon from a higher 
kand ; and this help was not delated ; for towaitls the end of 
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nnrrh f htHvi-iI h lertef i\um Upper Liinatia irivtfinjs: me fo 
riiine nmt HmtiMt a niinihor of p<>rsotm afllirted wlHi the caf- 
murf. piNitiii8tii^ tfint the PxpriiMm of the joiii-tiey should be pviMt 
frir which |Ntr]NMe I would receive on my wny an order for two 
himdretl rix-dollnrM. With gratitude towards the Lord we bepin 
to prepare oursef ves for this ftin^ journey, for the distance from 
Hldleberj^ to GorHz is not less than four hundred miles. My 
llrst duty wa^.tn pve the Elector notice, who desired me, as 
I paitHed thrfwij^h Herrnhut, to apply to the Directory of the 
BrethrefiN chnt*ch in his name to form a M<iravian' ^ttlcmi^tit 
within the States of Baden. 

Althouji^i we knew.that my friend Julia Rrcherz wmiMfake 
the most temler. motherly care of our tw«i little frfrls* yet BKza 
was very loath to leave pinir little Christine for so hms; a tiiiie, 
however tliei'e was no alternative, for I could not travel ahme on 
account of the firqiient paroxysm of cramp in my stomacli. 

On the thiwl of April we commenced our jtiuriiey ; at Hl- 
dleberg and down the Ber^ti*asse the almond and |ieacli-ti'et\<( 
were in fnll Moom, the weather wa» delig^htfid, all nature ap: 
fN'ared to smite and to announce to us a pleasant journey. But 
we were disappointed ; for between Uarm.stadt and Frankfort' 
wccam.' in sij^itofthc Feldliere^ weartn.^ still the jjarh of win- 
ter; further ion w*e di^covei-ed the'inouhtatns ciCthc Wettero\rcov- 
eiTd with snf)W'; thrse circumstanced alarmed me, for I was m^t 
utmcquainted with the road to Herrnhut ; in the eveiihtjif yti^ lifr- 
rived at Frankfort. 

'Hie i-eader of this part of my history can* frel no Wten^st in 
the parti(*ulars of my journry ; suffice it to say, that H was ve- 
ry trmihlesome. the cramp in my stfunacli and danger IVtittI* Mte 
weather and bad rciads wei*e the oi-der of tlie day ; now khd^tlien 
we felt the 2^enial influence of sprin.&^« though these season!* ^ei% 
shiirt and far between, hut they were the more welcimic ami re- • 
fi*esliing. We spent a few days at Cassel, one at Eisemlch, 
and one andahatfat Krfurt. On the nineteenth w^e iir-' 
rived at Kleinwotke, a congregation of the Moravian brethreif' 
near Bauzen in Upper Luj-atia. Many operations of the cata- 
ract were here performed, and a immbcr of patients consulted ma- 
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mi dirms comptaintd nf tlio ejre*. wbom I 8erf«d aa well as my 
wmikuMs would pormt Tbo twenty-tliird we fitartedfor Herni* 
hut* wliere we lodged in the public bouse^ and were soon visited 
bj. several of oiii* friends. I made known the Elector\s proposi- 
tion to the DivecUiry of the Brethren, of forming a settlement of 
tills society in the temtories of Baden; but as they intended to 
esUiblisb one in the Black Forest in the Ringdimi of Wurtem* 
berg* t]ie wish of the Elector could not bo gratified for tiie two 
foilowiug reasons 3 first, because the forming of sucli an estab- 
lishment is very expensive, and secondly, because the congrega*- 
tion of Konigsfeld is near the Baden lines, and two settienients 
so near ttigeiber would be superfluous. It is liowever stngidart 
tiiat a few years afterwards the cuhmy of Konigsfeld by an ex« 
change of temtory came wiUiin tlie States of Baden and that thus 
tlie desire of the Elector was finally gratified. We stayed iit 
Herrnbut till the ninth of May ; on which day we left the place 
for Gorlitz, where a number of patients were watting for me. 
(jroriitz is a very ploasaiU and flourishing city, situated in a fruit- 
ful plain, watei*ed by the river Neisse. The splendid church 
c»f St Peter and Paul is celebrated far and wide for its 
largo and elegant organ its immense bcill and suhteranean 
ehiirch ; the risiiig of tlie sun over the Giant-mountains Is a no- 
ble sight when vieweil from the city. At a small distance Uk» 
ward South- West is the Lanilscrone, a solitary mountain^ which 
d<ies not appeal* to be of great heiglit and yet is seen from 
every rising ground in Lusatia. Gorlitz was to me an interesting 
place on another account. The celebrated Jacob Bcehm was a 
citizen of Uiis town. I was delighted to find, that he was still 
remembered by bis townsmen ; they ai*e proud, that he was a 
citizen of tiieir town, tlHtugh he died near two hundred years 
ago«at|d in his life-time was cruelly persecuted by the clergy and 
IMU'ticularly by the Pastor Pilmarius Gi*f^>rius Richter. Bo&hm 
teaches nothing in his publications in contradiction to the Augs- 
burg confession, he was a constant attendant on divine service 
and came frequently to the Loi-d's table; in his walk and con- 
versatiou he was blameless ; ho was a faithful subject ; an exem- 
plary father of his family, and a kind neighbor; and yet a praud 
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|i ftert li6wl treated Mm m An incorrigibto heretic. Onernm^imp 
he came ti> Pantfu* Richter on sotiio buBinam ; aa lie* «if(»red ikm 
door, Richter threw hia slipper at hiR head ; bat BceAmi' took 'it 
quietly up, and carried it to itvi owner. Wlien he died in-l6S49 
the ininistera of tlie city would wot alhvw Mm to be bui4ed ta tto 
church*yard ; tl»e cftHe was broiii^ht before the higlvconsistory at 
l>reMlen9 whieh ordered, titat the corpse should be buried with 
aH christian Imnors, and tha* the rlcn^y should follow it in pn»- 
resmon. The chin*ch<*yard in whieh Bonhm is buried liofi: on 
the NorthhsMeof tlte city, his grave is- marked- by a small aq«Aro« 
hown stofie,on which is en|^i*aYed the year of his birtliv^hia 
name and the day and year of his death. A pnmategeivtleituui 
ofGorKtztidd me, that- during one of hts walks lie. obHorved 
two Englifdimen, ftHmg theii* sntrfl^boxfs with soil fnoiii 
BoBhm's grave, which cii*cumstance induced him to put anew 
stxine -on \U as the old one was much defaced. 

Wo rcceiveit many marks of attention and friendship in thia 
pleasant city, and I hwl many op{NirtniiUies of serving sufiermg 
humanity. After a stay of six days we went toNiesfey a ran. 
RtderaUle sc*ttlement of the Bretht*cny in which place they have 
establtslied their Theological Seminary, f became hereaeqnaki^ 
eel with niauy exoeUent ami learned men, and other ilitoresti|i|( 
nieinbei*s of the bretlH^ii's congregation. The next day i rode 
about six uiiies into tlie country to perftirm an operation oti. ii 
nobleman; on ttiis excursttm I saw the highest jMdnt of the Gi- 
ant'imuititains, calked the Shnaekirppe at a distance before me; 
it a{>pearR to me however, that t\\e Blauen at the upper end -of 
tlie Black Forest is much higher, than either the Broken or the 
Slinaktippe and yet are the uHuintains of the Black Forestaherrif 
hfHsin comparison with the Alps of Switserland. During ntyalay 
at N-iesky we received an invitation from a neighboring^ nfdib^ 
man, to spend a few days with htm in order to give me- an ofr- 
portuuity of performing an operation on an old, blind wonmny 
lie^onging to his estate. On the evening of our arrival the ludy 
of ttic nobleman tO(»k my arm, and led me through several Mify 
orchanls to a pleasant cabin at tlic end of the village; in a dark 
room on a chair sat an aged w^mvan, ^ho was tiitaHyUitNL. 
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you a feiend,, tluHHigh wlMisct ifuitruiue»t(ilUy y<»u m^ji I'QCovev 

Ttie wimian hastily ruse fiHim the chaits stretchcul her bauds 
fMit* ^endeawHng at the same time tfi inko a few steps furwaid* — 
**.Wbere are yoUf angel of G<)d»" she exclaiiued. — ^^Vlie countess 
kisfied her and saidy sit down* mother) here is some oiediciuct 
whiph you must take to morrow, and the next day I shall com^ 
mgsm with this friendf who will o{>ea your eyes« After I too 
hadsfieken a few woixls of comftirt to the aged, pi^saiit^. we re- 
turnod home. On the appointed day in the mornii^g the countess 
an4 1 weot Again tr) her^ and I performed the operatiojB,; whey 
it'Was done I placed her with, her »pcin ey<^8 h^fpr^ the countess. 
J9(ttt)sucli moments are indescribable. — It was a feeble repres^rv- 
tKthaa of :that acene, which . I shM soon belndd in full ghry, 
when 1 a poor sinnery shall i^i^ear befare /u9i«\4ind sl^l wiiji 
«|i6n ^y^B see Imfi as he is, With tears of joy the coun- 
tess embraced tlie happy .wonsMin befor^e we r<$turned hon^^ Thp 
cure was eminently successful* In tbe most delic^ite umi^ne^* tl^ 
cowitcfls presented me ,witti .the sum of jtwp bMndred Dollars^ 
mUch ahfi ha<l destined Cor thdt pu}-<pqs^.*— Iiai>py art thou now« 
mg frtend^ in t lie mansions of tU^ b|e^ed> after t)iy pilgrimage 
throilgh this vale of tears ! EnJ<oy thy rest in tiie.^anns of thy 
Savior, sonti we shall meet agaU« I 

.. Aifter astayof nine days at Niesky, we went to Klein wclko 
where I Aas thronged with business. On the tweoty-i^ioth of 
May we roturneKl to Herrnhiit to attend the ininister^s-confqrence 
fiir wliteb I ha<l received an, invitation. A description of this 
Hiftguiw Bad useful institution is worth the reader's attention. It 
^M cixai:tiy iilly yearst since Bishop Reichel liad first proposed 
4MiOh.a societjir; this venei*able;servant of God was stillliving and 
«ible lo assist in celebrating the Jubilee of this ministerial confer- 
#iic«i« On the tinrtieth of May about seventy ministers of the 
tvm Protestant confessions assembled at Herrnhut from the 
adjoitting provinces. All ministers of the gospel are admittedf 
ftnd it matters not> whether they ai*e in connection with the Mo- 
ravtw>cluii*chor noL Candidates of tlie ministry are likewise 
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occMioiiallj Admittedly but iieUytii«n,wtthcNrtsperlal|MffimwM 
At eight o'clock in tlie morning the meeting {r upe neditttk "siirg- 
lug and prayer. The convenmtiona do not embracer eeieulilk 
siibje^lBy but Uie official duties of tite minister, and the'mfml atil*^ 
table manner of performing iiiem, tiie walk and ccMiversati^ai of 
ministers and their people, and particularly the manner in which 
the pure doctrines of practical Christianity may bo preserved and- 
qiread. 

Letters not only from all the different countries of Europe 
but from every quarter of the globe are addressed to thin tainis- 
terial conference ; as it is impossible, to read them all in ono day» 
the most important arc selected and read ; obsei*yfttiotift are 
made on thejr contents, and they are alti^rwards att9^epeflr 
The transactions of the dsy are tninutcd, and iiiese mitt^^ 
iites ai*e communicated to the distant members and IHenda- 
of the Brethren^ churcK Th^ celebration of the JnlHiee'mada 
tliis yearly meeting of tlie conference pecnliarly interestti^ the^ 
two BishopSf Jleichel and Riasleri were present, who had beea ao*' 
tively engaged in the service of tlie church, before count Zin * 
xendorTa decease, and whghad been to A^ia# Africa and Ameri- 
rain tlie sen ice of thej>)rd.' Tlic former as original fmitideif 
of the institution and Pastor. Bauneister fi*om Herrtibut opeiied^ 
tbe session with someshort addressees full of unction; ^ . . i . \ 

The next.morning we staited for Dresden by way of Kleinv- 
weIkc,Ponnewitz,Konig8bruk and Hermsdorf* and aiTfycd Uiere 
June the fourth. — At Wurtzen, Leipaigy Erfurt and Oassel, IJmd^ 
to perform many operations for the cataract, and was iro^Hdt(«fl 
hy a number of patients, suffering from diseases of. tlie eyt* At 
Cassel I learnt with joyful astonishment^ that tl»e Electar -of 
Uaden had given to my son-inJaw Schaartz a Pri^essorsliip ^tf 
Theology at Hidleberg, and that he had accepted the caU, Though' 
1 had taken no step to induce the Elector to call Schwartas and 
it was my determination never to make use of any influence I 
might have with his Highness for tlie recomn^eadation of any 
one and especially of a child or near illation, yet it was V'Ot^ sa« 
tLsfactory to me, and I thanked God with all my heart, that bis 
kind Providence had led my two eldest cirildren with their families 
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intn i»j^il«igM<iriM>M. nurd «hiit'%h^ were«b wefl proViikfl for. 
•^ AiM^ifhnrg, wltevt I was iiWIgek! t« mftke' a jstay ofRweriilf 
Alyfcr 'Srtiwarte cumd td fM mc ; he f^iveine ik imrtlciflar fifstdfj* 
of hi^^MvH, and we cmiverfted lohp; on \in ini|)f>rtnnre. On tli8 
ftiiirth of ;fttly wo RWived Bt H Idt^b^ef^ in the enjoy ment of Ireatth; 
enriched with temporal and 8|yiritiraf blessings. We likewise 
Unittd (inr little CbriAtine eomplotrly restored. All these cir- 
rumstances timed otir hearts to praise our heavenly guide anA 
fimtt%ti>r. 

' During our long and dangerous journey Providence had 
4V>'grarioitfdy protected us, that no ojisfortune had come nigh us, 
•oifi the ewitrary* he had loaded ns with loving-kindness atfd bless- 
lilg» inlntfmerahle. With a cheerful heart would I enter int() a 
dttiftHed itarrsitlve of these favors, as well as of the edifying con- 
veraatiWns w^th so many dearchildi-cn of Gml, but the fear of be- 
ifij!^ MisitMet^tood bids me to ' be silent, aind I shall ' there* 
fWemiyiio niore cm the subject but that this journey Itasbeen 
htglity profitable to me and Elisia for our advancement in prar- 
ticaV pi(E^tf • 

" ' O^ir stay at Hidleberg didW last hmg at this trine ; tha 
Btdr^r ^eM€ ime day fer m«to dine With him~whlrh hen^e- 
qnently \\HtA to do— and during iBnner spoke to hie as follows s 
^•Dear friend, I am soon golrtgto' B^fi for a few' Weeks, tt> whirli 
jifAce j^ininst accompany me^Prtr I wish'tcrhave yon To my neigli. 
bbrhobdvT Implied : "YiMir ElcctMral Htgli'ness need cihly speak 
tikt Word f hot In reality I was fi-ighlened' at this address, for 
^leitci^ilhciidd I beabfe to defray the expchses of my stay for 
fieverat 'weeks at such a celebrated bathing place. My last jour- 
ney hiad' Indeed added some hundred guildet*s to my stock, 
Vtft thb^ 1 %^ufd'Want for tiie coming winter; but I soon recol. 
IdCt^d Aoysetf by calling my old symbolum to mind : «The 
li^wl 'wlH j^rovide.'* After dinner the Elector took me into his 
Cabinet and tvanded mc three hundi^ed guilders with these words: 
^*Thi8f is' intended for your stay at Baden.** 

' Myc^cnpation in (he mean time consisted hi continuing my 
irornpspbndfiice, in writing a number of the ••Grey Man** and 
the ' «<ChHst(tin friend of man,^*" besides attending to many oi)e« 
rations and consultations of patient'';. 
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On the «lnt of Jtiljr I went to Baden in cMifuy uf om 
Mend Julia, my wiffe, our little Christine ami -mj nteoeiiary, 
vha was to wait upon ns. The bath fnived ?ery flalutarjr im mf 
wife, Julia and Christine. Carolina remainefi at Hidleberg aa 
IwNisekeeperwith Frederick and Amalia. Baden ia a very ancient 
bathing place, celebrated a^ such even since the days of tlie 
Romans; it is situated in a charming valley and is a very pleas^ 
tat place of ahode, it is twenty-one miles distant frtmi CaHaruhe 
and six from Rastadt; the valley runs in a nortli-westeriy direc* 
tion, and is watered by the river Ohse, which is important to the 
inhabitants as a means of transporting tlieir wo<id to the BMne^ 
'I'bc horizon is bounded by the lofty and pointed mountaiiui of 
the Black Forest, at thefootof which on both sides of the valley 
fhiitful hills, covered with gai*dcns, vine-yards ami Aelds deiiffUt 
the eye. On the Soitth-sidc of one of tliese hills, which lie towards 
the North, the town of Baden is built, and on tlie summf t of tlia 
hill stands tiie palace, in which the Margraves of Baden resided 
pi*evious to the founding of the town of Rastadt. Through the 
wide opening of the valley towards the North-west your view 
extends over the charming plains of the Grand-dutchy of Baden 
and the rich country of Alfjace; '^tlie nrKuantic Vogeaian moiut* 
tains clime tlie horizon in that direction, and the majeatict 
^Iftteriag river Rhine winds thi«oagh the broad valley* like a 
silver ribbon thmwn over a \*ftriegated field of'fiowei*s» AVh^ 
In mid-summer the sun sets behind the Yogesiao monatajAS# 
and illumines with his setting rays the %'alley of Badeii ufi to 
the summits of the Black-Forest, a prospect presents, itself |4» 
the eye which undoubtedly is to be reckoned among the first 
lieantics of nature, but It must be seen, it cannot be de^icribed^ 
The air is so pm-e and balsamic in this charming valley* titat 
many pers«ms come hither merely to breathe the .air, witlioat 
using the baths. 

My readers will doubtless bdieve. that I was uot one of those 
bnthing guests, wliocome hitlrer merely for amitseroeMt and to 
enjoy thrnrsri ves f>nce a year ; for which there is otherwise every 
jxwsiblc opportunity^ 

1 was occupied in tfie same manner as at home in answer- 
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Ins the lirttom of my fridndfl^ writing reUgioim workA» Antf.per-^ 
forinicig operaliofiB «f the eyo« hoMr^ver I liM not nf^eaW in 
walk Mi of tan as *the weather would permit into this gar(}^i of 
Godfto tiHteit to the voine of eteroai h)ve nitt -ftii^ble to €vc»j,eH»« 
- Gmmduaily also a circle of friendii 4>f religion gatUered roiin4.iKu 
4n which we were at home, and who enjojed with us the btesa* 
iiigs:4>r nature. 

In tliis place I wrote the first pock«t-tfo<ik for the jeay 
IBM ; which coniatus the portrait of tlie ;Electf>r of Baden* but 
anfoitnnately. it iR not a gcmd iikenewi. That prince ha4 bifl 
abiHle at his suminer palace called tlie Favorite about aix Mlefi 
lifom the town of Bailen ; where I frequently visited him. 

Towards the end c»r the month of August I was again catted 
iip<iiv to iindei*take a joiirn<py. Pastor Faber at fiaisburg in the 
neighborhood of Stuttgart, who had been afflk^ted wi|h tlH; 
Mtaract wished nic t«i remove it — — 

THUS FA9 DR. TUNO HAS WRITTEIT HIS OWMilFE, THE Rfi- 
MAINDJSR J8 SH^BIilBD BY HIS GRAND-S017. 

The active and useful life of Dr, John Henry Yung, call* 
cd Stilling, has become generally known by -his own description 
tfi belle\ne.rs in Jesus as a islriking testimony of tlie paternal 
Providence of G(ul. He has forbidden us to pnUtsh a continua- 
tion 6f it; we sliaTI therefore in these pages confine onraelves 
tri a narrative of the occuiTences of the last days of his Illness 
to the moment of his departure. 

My venerable grand-father began to feel in the commence- 
ment of the year 1816 a considerable decrease of bodily strength 
amd vigor* being then in the seventy-seventh year of his age. 
His children, grand-children and friends observed with appre- 
hension his gradually increasing debility and far and near many 
a fervent prayer arose to tlie throne of God for a longer coutinu- 
ance of his life. God in his mercy heard our prayers and grant- 
ed us the blessings of bis society hmger than we had dared to 
hope. Several excursions which he made to visit his children 
at Hidleberg, at Baden and Rastadt seemed to invigorate his 
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«ofHititutiAii« Ha that lie was abl« in th« ronrse of that sammer to 
restore sight to neventecn peifions who were afAicted with the 
cataract But the inccftsant attacks ,of cramp in tiie stomach 
and pain in his side, which he ascribed^ tngetiier with accftatti 
organic defect* to a fall from a coach some twenty years since* 
hail i*educed him so much« that he was confined to his bed since 
the bej^inning of the winter of 1816 — 1817 ; notwithstanding the 
recourse to strong and powerful medicines. From this time he 
was no longer able to continue his correspondence, though 
tlie most imp«>rtant letters were still answered through the me- 
dium of his children, but when dictation became too bui*densome^ 
he was obliged to leave all lettei*s unanswered* However this 
wasiM>t his only cause of grief,he deeply sympathized in the suf- 
ferings of his beloved wife, who had been afflicted for many 
years by a spasmodic affection in her neck, to which naw were 
added a severe pain in her breast and ulcci*s on her lungs. The 
venerable couple suffered with pious resignation to the will of 
Providence, the sight of which, though highly edifying, waa fre- 
quently heai*t-reiiding to their friends and relatives. 

Now and then his vital vigor seemed to return | during sucb 
seasons he attempted to continue those labors^whicli most required 
his attention, but his hand soon sunk under the infirmities of 
the body. It was during some of his more cheerful hours, that 
he commenced writing his Old Age as far as it has been pub- 
lished. His feeble body permitted him to do no more, and ho 
pi-ohibited his friends from giving the continuation. What be 
has written of his old age, is sufficient for the reader to become 
acquainted with his external circuiastances in the latter days of 
his life, and at the same time to admire his strength of mind at 
so advanced a period. What we shall say here of his latter 
days, is not to be considered so much a continuation of his histo* 
ry, as a testimony for the truth of the christian faith, and at th» 
same time it is intended to fulfil the wishes of his friends, who 
desired to obtain a knowledge of the last hours of his earthly 
pilgrimage. 

In tlie commencement of the winter^ when he received the 
last number of his Biblical narratives and his golden Ti*casui*o 
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fnhn^flle jlfeksi lib observed with visfble joy^ «^We!U I'have beeit 
eifiabled fo'ffrrish my Biblical liistory."' Towards Gbristmas the 
^ifieaknes^ of onr venerable grknd-father and the disease of oui* 
^^and-nloth'^r increased so much, that we coidd not ho[ie to keep 
tRfeni miich longer with us. They endeavored to disencumbei* 
tfiemselve's from ever^ temporal care, and to prepare for their 
jiSlrrn^y to theTr eternal home. In tlie mean time (iod granted us 
the enj<^yment of their endcarin.^ prcseitcc a few months longer^ 
for in the beginning ofthe year IBirboth gained strength,so that 
tRey T^ei*e*sometimcs al»le to leave their bed. When our grand^ ' 
nlother aflecficmately expressed her concern for her husband, he' 
replied: **t am perfectly satisfied with whatever may ha^pen^ whe- 
ther (iod pleases, that Islialf continue in activity or not*' Tlits' 
complete resignation to the will of his heavenly Father fie niatii- 
fested'to theendJ Once in a severe paroxysm of the ct-a^phe ex- 
clstiihed f »«(jrod has led me from my youth by his kind Provi- 
dence, I will not murmur, but glorify him likewise in my suffer" 
ihg«Jf**^ 

His mind during his last illness was constantly occupied 
^ith subjects relating to the kingdom of God ; these formed hiil 
fivoriic conversations with' his wife, children and friends, and 
(ir tlie same reas<m he read' with indescribable satisfaction the 
M^ork oTKanne: <^Lives and rcminiscience.^ from the lives of awak- 
ened ctifistians" and that ofShubert: **Old and New things from 
pfactidal Tsycholbgjr.^' Once he said iii reference to these works: 
•"Ttliej^fe men liave been chosen by Providence as powerful tn- 
8tf\liiientk"'of much good in the present century.*' Whcrt' 
lie haff'i^ead BlumhanUs "Magazine for the latest history of 
Pirot^stant Missionary and Bible societies;*' and we convers- 
ed with liim concerning the extension of the kingdom of Gmf 
In^ our'timesj he observed': "lam rejoiced, and it is a 
sourcfe of consolation in my old age to be informed of the spread* 
of rcli^ioni" He spehtthe greater portion of his time In reading' 
r^Itig;i6us works, and especially in the perusal of thci holy scrip- 
ture, which was the constant companion of his bedside, he a^so 
delighted in Ihe^nging of liynins. Thus occupied h6 never 
flflt the misery of languor and ennuii' It was sddom his weak- 

Eee 
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ntsn would permit him to converge wtfli his (H^nds and family, 
but on such occasions he inanirest^d the same cheerfulness^ whidi 
had always made liis cf)nversation so interesting and agreeable 
in e\'ery cir<'.Ie of swial life. At such times he delighted 
to converse about his yoiitfi and frequently witli spoke aflfection 
fif his relatives in the countries of the lower Rhine. He did not 
Uketohear of his recovery. On a young lady observing,thftt It was 
reasonable to hope* the milder season of spring would recruit 
his strength, ho said : *^DmiH say so, for I Cannot bear to think 
that my friends should be disappointed/* To the physiclanr 
he frequently said, **l feel the approach of death.*' His favorite 
recreation was sin^^ing accompanied by instrumental musk; 
when his children and other young friends sung, tears would 
steal down his cheeks. As the diseases of the venerable cou- 
ple Inquired different temperatures, he was removed ft*oiit the 
room occupied by his wife, but visited: her for some time daily, 
and was either supported to her bed<>side or rolled in an arm-^ 
chair; and it was a girat satisfaction for tlie friends to lisfien to 
their edifying conversation. As he had always showft bf 
bis walk as well as by his numerous publications, notwith«> 
standing the extensive learning, he had acquired, that he ya^n 
persimded, the knowledge of Jesus Christ far surpasses all 
other, so he confirmed this sentiment a short time before his 
end, when we were speaking of the effect of his publications, by 
saying: "For our knowledge, our capability of expressing our 
ideas acceptably to tiie public, and such like gifts, we ai-e in- 
debted to Divine Pnividence; and there wilt be no question con- 
f erning these things before tlie tlirone <>f Ckid. But their ap- 
plication, and the small portiim of humility and faith we possess 
will be imputed to us for rigltteonsness througti the grace of God.'^ 
We might quote many declarations of Ids, indicative of Ms love 
of activity and of his faith in Jesus Christ, were it not for the 
fear of becoming too piidix. Besides It is known to all, that 
our venerable fatlier . praised and ghirified the Redeemer by hk 
walk and c^Hiversathm, as M^eli ashy his publications, and that 
he in conYiecti<m with other worthy men, war- chosen a di$tii>- 
guished ifistrumcnt of divine gi'ace for the support of religion 
during times of InMelity and lake illuininaiioH* 
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Aa Hpring appitiached the dymptoms of digsolutlon became 
more and more alarming In regard to both our parents. Bttt 
they with great self dcnialt being perfectly resigned to the will of 
<be Lord» strove to hide their sufftfrtngs and their increasing 
weakness from their friends, thongii it was impossible to mislead 
us in that respect. Our mother departed in the Loi*d on tha 
twenty-seoond of Marrh» in consequence of the breaking of ul* 
cers on her lungs* Two days previous to her death, her vene- 
rable husband, well axMire as a ph} sician, that lier end was ap< 
proaching. had taken an affectionate leave of her, by reciting 
aome suitable verses, and closed with these words: <*May the Lord 
Mess thee, thoit s« fieri ng angel ! May the Lord be witit tlieo \*^ 
Whoa he received the intelligence, that she was gone, he folded lim 
hands, and raised his eyes towards heaven with this exclamation: 
•<God be •praise4 iiiie has iinislied her course !** From this time 
bis thoughts were more and more engaged with things pertaining 
W the spiritual world, he preCerred being alone^ well aware, that 
tho departure of his wife was a summons to himself. When 
we were moumtngin his pre.sence on account of her death he ob* 
served : '<I cannot mourn as you do, expecting to see her soon 
again." The pious wish he had expressed in a poem composed 
•t the time of his marriage with Eliza, in which he says: 

At the close of life's short journey 

Father ! lead us hand in hand 

Through the terrors of Death's valley 

To the promised land, 
vras almost literally fulfilled. Th^ decline of his bodily stretH^h 
was apparent to all* though the vigor of his mind remained 
MHimpaired and his eyes retained their brightness to the last 
itiomAnt of his life. This full possession of his mental poivera 
enabled him at times to enter with his friends inta conversationa 
«R philosophical sulijects* Thus he observed once to a frknd : 
^1 most tell you something of great importance, which belong 
tuPneumatology. It appears to me, that I can discern a two* 
fold nature in myself, a spiritual and a carna}. The spiritual 
rises above tlie cai*nal. Both principles are striving with 
«acb otiier in man^ and only by meauB of a bdl and complete 
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jMCtfoii between t(ieni can be bniken. However uiu* awpiHfreiigtIi 
18 inadequate tti ti|e task it reqtiires tlie assistance ofJGvd/^ 
£Tfiry.aHiveiii^tiofi» which bad notOod and tlte ipeasures lie 
liadtal&en for tlie salvation of man tor its suluQoty.or with whioli 
it was at least not seasoned, ^as diRagi'eeal»lc to .hui^ aBd»i«i 
rrfcirence to tl) js be s^d : «<I have .folt po enmuFiince the comr 
nenoeiiient of my illness unto the death of my wife, but ^uio^ 
ahe .is gone, time passes lie&vily* Far lie also longed to be hfim% 
to be liberated Gi*mn avevy earthly thought and care* For -moi?^ 
tium six months, previous to -bi^deathy he bad loathed eveiy J^ind 
of solid foud, notwithstanding the exertioas of the aiost skilful fhy?' 
IMCtans to restore the /tune of the stomach,. and as the ^Eym ptfimp 
of <he dropsy in bis breastbecame daily moro alarming it ^ap 
aafiU 'to foMsee, tiiat wo would eryoy Iub presence fawong ae 
•bot a fqw d^^« kinger. 

In tMs altiiatiaa be oi|e day said to a femide. friffod : i*l 
iriiall now %ery soofi depart !'' and to her obsenvation : ^^ bwr 
Iif4)pf sire yon, tfi be aWetu aay so,'^ lie aasweredf '<<Wf^,i[ am 
glad that you tkiiow and feel this truth*'' 

JL«aniaj»glhat fhis end was approaching* we were deterodaeil 
notwitMamliiig oiir grief, to improve every naoment^tf hia 
presence for iwr edificatioo and for tlie jotrengtkening of our 
laith. For if his life and .conversation ever ea^ercised this blessed 
influence, it was jmrticolariy tlie caae on bis deatli-bed, while he 
waited for the moment of his departure with a wonderful presence 
•nd peace of mind^ and as a faithful chrt$tian glorified Ciimk 
in the very agonks cyf death by his filial resignation to 4he wjU 
of God, who visibly strengiheaed and supported him. Tho 
okise of his lifc was an evidence of the truUt of tiie ciiristiaa 
•religioH; for no Deist or Aationalist can depart this life with that 
peace and aerenityof mind with which this advanced cliriatiaa 
died, if he is in possession of a similar strength of miral and com* 
aeifliisnoM, as our departed father preaerred to the Ias(«mofifaiits 
of his life. To the honor of the cause therefore, which ho de- 
fended und to the glory of Goil I feel myself called opo«,- to -give 
to the w.ojdd a description oCiiis Ja6t<dayst and to inake km^m 
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4lie. aMNKtia«pirtaiii4^l|u*aaaRR, ivfiieh bo^niftd^ dfu^tM^lfiii^ 
according to tiie tcAtinoro^^uf his fyicniU Mil )»»i*tku|ai4y 4it':4bB 
.attoniliiig physiciaii. 

FeftUng tbe aMiroach of death he de8u*efl mmt%nm^*to .00^ 
im hm children^ but was umn after trrMjbled wath Urn iile% 
tliatihejr might neglect Home offic^il Auty on bis acciHint* ami 
therefore observed when he foiindy that they stayeil hinger tb<i|i 
fUsiial : '4 know my departure is delayed huiger tliatiyiiu ex- 
|ieoted» you will uqglert your businesH too much« go aUettd to yotir 
caUing.'' Having obtaiiied satisfaction on this aubjoit» he pei^ 
«iitted.one of his children to remain with and constantly attand 
-htm. For until now he Jiad used a bell, when l«e wished to caH 
«iie of the family from an ailjoining room* as he waa foml of being 
fdona Hia fi^uenl; inquiry after the hour during the last twa 
««iayaiof his life, proves* titat he was anxiously desiroNs of i*eachi> 
ing his eternal home. During the night of tlie d04h of Match 
he limine a great deal witli hu» youngest son of his appr<»aching 
deatiir which he had nevei* dtme befuyre, and supposing Itia 
dissi^liltion was near at hand, desired him towarils bi*eak of dajr 
to call his brothers and sisters^ However he once more revi¥e4 
jmd requested his friends to fill a pipe for him. The nature of bis 
.diaoiuse-^Dropfiy in the breast — liad created much dittoulty in 
breathing and a distressing cough.; but all these Bymft 
tons left him the day beforo his death. He did not speak 
moeb and wliat he said, was in broken sentences; yet «l»- 
Dwaya wi^h perfect conscionsuess : he slept very little, when 
lie did, it was a light slumber from which he awnke at 
4he most trifling noise <n the room. To one of his danj^teiB 
be obswved: <<I think, I have passed through the agonies of 
daalbt for me-thinks, I am in a desert and yet I feel very con^ 
JartaUe*" But she supfwsing he meant, thatall his bodily suSToa- 
i»g» were over, and expressing herself to that purpose, he car- 
nectad her by Replying : <«No, No, TU have yet to pass through 
«iaany aoffBriifgs." It appears also from a dechir«ltoii he 
ittade lo another of hie daughters, who was ocm versing with him 
nhaut doMthy that the true christian doth not face death either 
mtk ksitjr or temerity, for he observed: <<It is an iniportaiit 
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Mng to diet It in m trifle !'' And utaiiotlier tlmebe SRid : 
^Eternity in a strange thing/' Fnim thin declaration we may 
obmrvey tliat tbe transit from the present life tii that which is 
te cAmey and the approaching day of acc(»unt9 may appear very 
serious and important to a nian* wiio has spent his strength in 
tbe service of God) and wlio frequently had the brightest pros* 
jfvciH of futurity. 

It had been customary witli iiim Utrough life* to H])eaic much 
during his sleep* tliis he continued during Ihs last illness; and he 
was afraid li'st he simuld say something unb(>comiitg tlie chris* 
liau. Thri*t*foit^ he once said to one of his daugiiters : '^Since 
Kl«za*H death 1 foel no longer at home» and I am afraid, I talk 
fWiish things during my sleep !" When slie i*eplied, that th» 
was not so» that on the contrary he said nothing but what was 
edifying; he rem arked : ««This is truly a grace from God.** 
The expressions which fril from his lipsi during hll sleep, 
were g«<!neraUy such, as: <*(«(mI lias led me through life with in- 
expressible kntdness*'— The Lord bless ycMir-fcc, As lits de- 
bility inereasedy he spoke less in his skep, and even when 
awake expressed his kindly foelings less by words than by 
affectionate looks. When Imsaw, how aBxif>iis we ail wens ta 
aerve him. he oltcu said: **0 my dear childreu ! 1 give you a 
vastdesil of trouble!'* or: **0 my dear children! your kindness 
and hive to me affect mc greatly, ior your sake I liope I shall aot 
die in a paroxysm/* He had i*elerence to a certain sickness of 
the stomachy which was <x;casioned by tlie accumulati'm of huawim 
tn his breast^ and in aUiisien to this lie rt|K}atedly said: ^It is 
a sad tithig to die by snfl[bcation» hut it must be so! His study 
from wliich so many blessings to the christian w<n*ld came, and 
wliieh was adorned with pictui^es, engravings and tokens of i^ 
Ssembrance frmn his friends, was likewise his sick-room ; hiis 
bed was enciirled with beautiful flowers in pots. He was 
paticularly ftwtd of tliem. One day he said U> his youngast 
aiHi« wboAe busiw*ss it was to nui*se tiieni : **Look my dear 
son. at tlnisc b( aiMiftil flowers, and yonder (pointing to some 
piKures <mi the oppo9iirt.c wall) those lovely heads of chtMi*en**' 
During tiic aiglit o( the is^t of MaiYii he spo^e a grcat< deal witk 
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m^ dT mf pai^entAt brottiffB and si^in fit Hidlfabergir ^^ 
also of my ministeml office. Afterwards he desired a glass of 
fresh water, which he drank with peculiar relish, and H|K)ko of il 
wjth raptnrB the next day to his daughters. Towards break of 
dny he desired his youngest son to All a pipe for hiniy which he 
app«*»*ed really to enjoy. On the morning of the first of Aprit 
having called his children and grand-children, who were in the 
house, lx» his bed-side, l»e exliorted us as follows: <*Dear«hildren, 
seek vital piety; people often imagine, that no more is needed, 
than to attend church and partake of the communion, but that 
won't do, you most surrender yourselves wholly to Go<l, submit 
chee^fijlly to the dispensations of his Providence, hold unceas- 
ing communion with htm and be constant in prayer*" He then 
ropeate4 with mucti feeling the following verse from the Halle 
Hymn-book : Hymn 11. v. le. 

I'll glory in nothing but only in Jesus, 
Who suffered and die<l from sin to redeem us. 
He shall be my refuge, to him I'll cleave ever. 
Thus nothing shall ever my soul from liim sever. 
When he heard one of his daugltters inquire of her sister, whers 
tMs verse could be found, ho handed the Halle Hyninbook to his 
sanoaii daughter, bid her mark some of the most beautiful hymns, 
awl ietthe children in the institution commit them, observing: 
••Memoriase a great many hymns and passages of scripture, you'll 
ftnd them a consolati<m in time to come. When afterwards the 
ccHiversatton turne«l upfin certain of his friends, he said : <*Tell 
these dear friends, that I frequently thought of them in my Insi/b 
days* that 1 love them, and that whe«i we next meet, we will havo 
iwsilerials enougli for convei*sation; and to a friend, who had visited 
Irim the evening berore, he observed: I sliould like to talk a great 
deal with ymi, but I am too weak now; however the time wiH- 
noon come when we can converse without weakness." On that 
day many friends came to see him for the last time with the 
liope of being edified by his lively faith ami perfect resignation' 
in his snili^ri ngs# Many hearts were drawn heavenward by . 
his conversati<m and were ready to exclaim : Let me die tho 
death of the righteoiist and lot my latter end be like his ! 
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WTicfi lie sa^ liifl frimfU lAoldfi|» in at tlie hmff q)i^ Aooiy 
np{H)dite bifr bed, he would manifcftC lii» love to thentf by a (HemHjr 
nml and when he happened ti> finel auffidenfly strong, wotaM 
guy a Tew words to each. That affectionate, lively diiipQnitiMf 
which he had manifested thr^oiighout his lire* and whieb badl^ 
made him many friends, did not fursafce him even on hl» 
dcath'bed. Forinstanc<% w^ren on the day previous to that of- 
Ids death he oiiserved a ccrtiim female fHend look in attfie door,- 

he said: **MH. R looics thrfni^i the key-liole.*' Towards 

noonr another female friend having expressefl her satisfactieur^ 
for having become anpiainted with him, spoke of his dear mind* 
which' the hovA had given him, to which he replied : "Yon ouj^ht 
nnt to praise me.** To the same friend he afterwards said? 
In my yonth* I once owned a flute, which dropt out of my hands^ 
and broke; and though its cost exceeded not twelve krenzer^- 
(about one shilling) I wept almost incessantly for two days, bnt 
at that time,' money Was very scarce. To another friend he 
said : Tell me, what have the reviewers been able to ef- 
fect with* alf their severity ? About this time he sent for me 
and inqaired, Itow the Jubilee of the Reformation wmild be cele^ 
brated? and when I told him, that I was convinced it would be 
celebrated with great solemnity, he expressed liimself perfectly 
salisfied. The watches which hung near his bed he had hither- 
td' woum) up himself and he likewise daily put in order the ' 
drawer of the small table, wliich stood before his bedside^ and 
this love of order did not forsake him in the last hours of bi» 
life. He even took notice of the wilted flowers on his table, and 
ordei*ed them to be exchanged for fi*esh ones, and named the 
ktnd of flowers he wished them to bring. As his lips and throat 
Were swollen, he asked for a glass-tube, gave direction of what 
length' it ought to be, and wishing to express his satisfaction at 
tKis mo(te of taking his drink, said facetiously : <*In using the 
tiibc even the douaniers in my throat perceive nothing of nij 
dt^inktng. Towards evening he again frequently slumbered, and 
once when he awoke, observed to his daughters, **l always thirik 
it is morning. Well, on the other side of the grave I hope the 
sun will rise !^ When his second daughter brought bim a bolt- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



40d 

q&et Dfiflbwers whVch her pupils hud collected, and said : «<Dear 
father, the children send jou these flowers:" he replied with un- 
affbcteil simplicity : ••The dear children ! They too are like tho 
tender flowers which willingly unfold themselves to the genial in- 
flttence of the sun.** 

Towards six o'clock he conversed with his physician on his 
situation and about the excellency of the water in a well at 
Baden called the Heri*enbrunncn. S(mn afterwards his oldest 
son Jacob arrived from Rastadt. The conversation turning 
on tlie departure of his mother, and her present happi- 
ness, my grand-father replied : "On this subject we cannot 
say much, she is now past suffering, and I must yet continue to 
hb active or sutTcr.** Afterwards when I observed, tliat the li- 
Ues of the valley, which were in a glass on his table, were very 
beautiful flowers, and one of his daughters remarked : Dear fa- 
theri you will soon bdiold beauties of a higher order, he replied: 
♦<We cannot know, but feel it" After a while he said : 
••Though I love you all dearly, yet a separation does not grievo 
me ;** and when his eldest son said : *'The reason is because 
you love the Lord Jesus more than us, he answered: "Yes, that is 
the cause/* The same son he afterwards admonished in these 
words : Remain steadfast in the faith, for th«it faith hath never 
led me astray, it will likewise guide you to the desired haven, 
and to this faith we will cleave totlieond!'* and added, "Abide 
ill love, dear angels!" and when one of his daugliters observed: 
you, dear father, are our angel, he replied: •* We will be atigels to 
each other/* During these conversations night came on, and ho 
slept at intervals, hut whenever he awoke, and felt strong enough 
for conversation, he clieerfully discoursed vvitli those who hap- 
pened to be present. Once he said : **It would have been well, 
if our Redeemer could have had such drink to refresh him in his 
8Ufrerings;is I have, but they gave him vinegar, mocked and de- 
rided him, and he said : "Fatlier f«»rgive them, for they know 
not, what they d(».** This is the most sublime prayer, that ever 
has been uttered.'* Then he prayed thus : "Father, if it is in 
accordance with thy holy will, that I shall still remain here, 
give me strength that I may willingly labor and suffbr.*' When 
one of his daughters remarked, how uncomfortable you lie; ho 
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replif il : **Do not ffaj so* our LonIN situation was worse than 
mine.*' When the nij^ht lamp was brought, he «alil : •*l shall 
not want it, I shall travel all ni^ht" Towards morning he told 
some ofhisrliiUIren : ** I have been very much engaged in mj 
dream with my departed Kliza. afterwards the grey man ap|ieared 
and trdd me, I sXoiild not trouble myself about my wife* she was 
happy, he had led her himself from one step to another, but 
you must wait." S<ion afterwards he expressed himself as fol- 
lows : **I fec'l a tranf|uility of mind, which I cannot descril>e« and 
I doubt whether you can observe it in the midst of my bodily 
sufferings." Sometimes his weakneHS inci'cascd so much, that 
he was unable to speak coherently, but he again recovered and 
the tranquility of his mind became visible in his countenance, 
and in this state he fi*lt snflicient strength to commend his fam- 
ily and friemis in a fervent prayer to the Lord, and besought 
him to preserve all his children in the faith of Christ Jesus* to 
keep them as branches united to him tlie vine, that after the lapse 
of thousands of years he might find them bound up in the bundle 
of life. On the second of April early in the morning when lie felt 
that his end was approaching, and that he was departing to the 
yatner, — feeling himself sufficiently stmng for the performance 
4)f a fast solemn act, he called us all around his bed, and having 
ftfiked us ^hetiicr we bad aught against his present in- 
leKtion, and having received from us the assurance of our 
entire acquiescence and satiKfaction, he ordered us to kneel 
dowHwi nncijvei'cd his head, foUlocI his hands and prayed thus 
In Hie full stnrgth of his mind and faith:. O thou! wlm 
hast slied thy blood far us on the tree of the cross, who hast 
ctniquered death and hell, and who didst pardon thine enemies^ 
thou divine redeemer ! pardon us, if we now dare to perform 
an act in our weakness, which under any other circumstance we 
M;ould ci>nsider presumption !" He then took the plate on which 
tie had broken the bread in pieces, prcmounced the words of the in- 
Mituti<m and added: ''AndUhou Lord! bless this food likewise,'* 
Then he said : '*1«ke and ^tf this is his body, who hath tast- 
ed death for our nins." Thus we all partook of the sacred feast, 
deeply affectiMl by the solemnity of this aged christian, who almost 
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in the nHimentof bin departiii«e celebmted with Iiib family th« 
ttoyenant of love. And after liavitij^ expressed the wish that 
Ills chiidren at Hidleberg might also bo present^ he took hia 
usual drinking cup and said : **Di*ink yc all of it, it is the cup 
of the New Testament in his blood, which is shed for you and for 
many for the remissionof sins ; and having drank of it last of 
ally he sti*etched fortli his liatids to bless us and exclaimed : **The 
Lord be witii you!'* Having finished this solemn act* according 
to pure evangelical prinripics on his death -bod as a christian 
Patriarchy he lay down to slumber, and the poace of his soul 
siione bright in the countenance of this hero of faith. 

From this time his weakness continually increased, and the 
spasms became so violent that we fearexl, every moment would 
be his last. It was heart*rendingto behold the venerable chris- 
tian in his agony folding his hands and raising his eyes to hea- 
xetif supposing that the next moment would deprive him of life. 
In this situation nothing remained for usy but to pray that Gml 
would grant our dear father an easy passage thnMigh the dark val- 
ley of death. When the paroxysms returned, he prayed: LoimI, re- 
ceive me into thine everlasting habitations ! and again when he 
found it difficult to regain his breath after a paroxysm, he stretched 
his arm towards heaven, and exclaimed : •*Away ! away !•• In 
the mean time his friends were engaged in moistening his lips and 
palate with refreshiug drinks; and in taking them his love of clean- 
liness and order was perceptible to the last. In one of his spas- 
modic paroxysms he prayed : "Grant strength, thou conqueror 
of death \** His eyes were during all this time resting upon his 
children and grand-children, who surrounded his bed, either en- 
gaged in mental prayer or in active services, and endeavoring 
to sooth the dying moments of their father by every menus in 
their power, and if one of us left the bed to procure any tliiugfor 
him^ he would cast an anxious glance after him and say : 
"None of you must leave me.*' Wiien he had observed, that 
we were miHirning and deeply affected by his stilferings, lie ex- 
horted us to patience. To a friend who came in the morning to 
hi% bed and said : **Ue, who suffered on the cross, will aid you 
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ift obteioing the Yidpry,'' be answered : TeSf I liave uq 4pid>t 
of it" And %vlieii that friend pronounced tlie verne: 

. What hajipinesfly what jcij and liaiipiness 
Shall wc above |M)Rses»» 

When we adore hioi* with angels bow^ before him 
And aee his face — what happiness ! 
be replied : **Yea and Amen." 

But gradually the mournfully solemn moment was appi*oacI)- 
iiig. This christian wa^ to drink the cup of trial to the dregs» 
for a glorious testimony to the world. — It was the middle of the 
sacred w^k.* With his Savior he went to meet his deatli and 
consummation. In looking at his face beaming with dignity and 
love, wo could truly exclaim : **0 desith ! where is thy sting, 
grave! where Is thy victory! but thanks be to God, who lias 
given him the victory, thi*oiigh his Lord Jesus Christ!" 

While he was in the agonies of death his solemn but sweet 
looks were frequently directed towards us and more than once 
he exclaimed: "Persevere in prayer!" which of course we did 
not omit. 

As long as possible we moistened his parched palate with 
vefi*eshing drinks, till he said: "Lot it alone, I can no more 
swallow." Frer|uently during his paroxysms he stammei*ed 
forth such words of supplication as these to the hearer of prayer: 
"Lord cut off the thread of life!" and then again: "Father re- 
ceive my spirit!" and wc believed the last moment had come- 
but his constitution was so strong, that he once more revived^ 
which gave him an opportunity to prepare for the last shock ; 
he cast one last look upon the picture of the child Jesus in 
the arms of his mother, which was hanging opposite his bed; his 
eyes became glazed, he closed them with his whole strength, 
while we stood breathless around him, persevering in prayer— 
the cramp dreadfully distorted the traits of the sufferer, once or 
twice it seemed as if the noble mien of our father woiuld be des- 

*The week before Easter during which in German churches the auffermgs 
of the Saviour form more particularly than at other seasons the subject of 
public discourses as well as of pious meditations. 
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troy^d in tlie agonies of dc$t)i» tat hcliolid — it retiinifMU we t^n 
di8Covei*ecl the dignity and serenity of Jiifl venerable countenance: 
about noon his breath ceasedy the christian liad conquered^ his 
faith was his victory. 

His departing soul left her tenement of clay impressed with 
all its own sweetness, purity and di^^nity* Christians of all 
ranks lamented the loss of the departed and prayed to God 64^ 
a similar consummation of their faith. 

On earth there is mourning, deep mourning for the sainted 
benefactor, adviser^ friend and father, but in heaven there is joy 
am^mg the blessed, and his redeemed soal sings eternal Hallelu- 
jahs before the throne of God ! ' . • 



O thou, who in the realms of heaven 
The fate of all thy creatures weigh'st» 
Whom myriads of worlds have given 
And give the oflPring, thou deserv'st ; 
Surrounded by Seraphic praises 
And shining with celestial light. 
Amidst the lays, which heaven raisest 
Spurn not th' oblations of thy child. 

£ai*th, hear in silence ! listen heaven ! 
And roaring thunder, cease thy voice ! 
A song of praise shall now be given 
To him, in whom I will rejoice: 
Ye Seraphsf^in Qie heav'niy mansion^ 
O teach me your triumphant lays ! 
I'll sing my Savior's condescension 
To me, a worm, in all my ways. 
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O G<rtl of kve and girfit cmnpMtion f 
From Tliee my souIhIiaII ne^er ckpart. 
Acce|il, I pi*ay ! with aatmraction 
The off'rings of a g^aterul hcai*t 
IVhat wafl I9 when Thy love did call me. 
And took me Trom the miry clay ? 
A peasant boy— 4iut I obey'd Thee, 
And n ight was turned into day. 

Tby meify rhose me an example 
Of Thy kind Providence stnddare ! 
My litart and souhbe heticeThy tcmpio 
To Thee I dedicate my days ! 
My life shall hence confess Thee ever. 
O grant me strength to keep my vow ! 
. No trials sliall from Thee me sever 
Where is aTriend, as kind as Thou ? 

Tliou source of life and every blessing ! 
Thine eye beheld my poverty: 
In tnmbles great and soul-distressing 
Thou pitled^st and redeemedst nte ! 
Thou lieardst the fatlier's snpplicationt 
The mother's sigh escap*d Thee not : 
Thou spak*st : Til answer your petition^ 
Thy mercy changed my humble lot. 

Tlirongh trials, all who will oliey Thee 
Must enter in the realms of light 
My burden too Thou didst assign me. 
To bear through troubled scenes «>f night. 
Appointing at that early season 
Tlie sphere of my activity ; 
And shewing t<i astonish'd reason 
The rugged patli awaiting me. 
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An angel f(H>ai Ihe realaw 'of h^&reii 
ReceiT<(8 command cmicerntng me ; 
The crown* to blessed Spirits given 
He lays aside in mystery 9 
He seeraVI a stranger to kind pity^ 
His heart from tender feelings free^ 
A judgment angel without mercy 
He doubtless destined was to be. 

WithangePs faithfulness he led tne 
Through aU.tli^. chequered scenes ofyimtU :' 
I follow'd him' with iban — but ready—- 
To do his stern commands of 'truth* 
Sometimes through thorny tracts be guides me, 
T follow him with wounded feejt : 
Sometimes a stormy sea receives me. 
This fate from day to day I meet. 

Sometimes a doubtful, distant glimmer • 
Of hope, witlijoy inspired me. 
That siMm the hand of my Redeemer 
Would suffer me the goal to see: 
But suddenly my guide's direction 
Points out another craggy path 
And heedless of my supplication 
Bids me, push on ! in dread of wrath. 

Amidst these trials sore distressing 
A heavy load of debt I bore ; 
And in my path with grief progressing 
The deepest gloom oppressed me sore. 
No Zephyr cheerM the weary traveler 
With cooling stream of kindly air ; 
No friend in need became my buckler 
Against the shafts of dread despair. 
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' Thas I poAsM^ in sadness cter 
My path without a ^tty^ng friend ! 
But'BitddenlyThjr Grace and Favor 
Brought all my trouble.«r to an end. 
Mj* guide, no longer sternly fniwninp 
Rcliev'd my shoulders from the load. 
Betook it, with kind pity smiling^ 
And rolled it in oblivion's flood. 

With lighter steps though faint and weary 
I passed along my rugii;ed way : 
Until at length a ray of glory 
Announced to me approaching day ! 
It came* it came, the joyful morning, 
I had at length attainM the goal 
No anxious cares my heart were gnawing^ 
Rejoice in triumph, my soul ! 

Ye angels, in the realms of heaven ! 
Join me in songs of praise on earth ! 
Until the crown to me is given 
To conquVors promisM over death. 
When I shall join your blessed choir 
Bef!)re Jehovah's sacred throne. 
And strike the strings of heaven's lyiH5 
In tunes to mortal worms unknown ! 

Till then, may peace fi-om lieav'n's fair mansion 

Pour strength and comfort in my heart ! 

To conquer every sinful passion 

Arising through corruption's art. 

Meanwhile I'll sow, in hopes of reaping 

In yonder realms, — the seed of tears^ 

And on the Savior's word relying 

I bid adieu to all my fears. f^^ 
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